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SPORT

India win
kabaddi WC

Bangladesh
out in QF

SPORTS REPORTER

India clinched the first
women's Kabaddi World Cup
championship title, defeating
Iran 25-19 in the final at the
Patlipura Sports Complex in
Patna on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, India
outclassed Japan 60-21 while
Iran defeated Thailand 46-26
in the two semifinals to set up
a summit clash.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh's
run ended in the quarterfinal
stage as they lost to Japan by
15-17 points on Saturday
night. Bangladesh made a
poor start in the first half and
despite their best efforts in
the second, they had to con-
cede the defeat by two points.
Bangladesh had made it to
the quarterfinals with three
straight wins over Malaysia,
Italy and Sri Lanka in the
group phase.

Kamal finds

FROM PAGE 16
this delegation will submit a

report to the government
which has the final authority
to decide on the tour.”

On March 3, 2009 gunmen
ambushed the Sri Lankan
team bus in Lahore, killing
eight Pakistanis and wound-
ing seven visiting players and
their assistant coach.

The attack suspended
international cricket in the
country, stripped Pakistan of
its 2011 World Cup hosting
rights and forced it to play
home series at neutral venues
in England, New Zealand and
the United Arab Emirates.

Pakistan have invited
Bangladesh to play three one-
day internationals or two one-
day matches and a Twenty20
contest.

"We will also write a letter

to the ICC over the assessment
of the security and will seek
their permission as they are
the governing body of the

game," said Kamal.

The ICC last month said it
will conduct an independent
security assessment before
deciding whether to send their
match officials for the series.

"We keep our fingers crossed
and hope that international
cricket will be revived with the
Bangladesh team's tour to
Pakistan as our government has
promised foolproof security for

the Bangladesh team,” said
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman Zaka Ashraf.

Punjab province chief
minister Shahbaz Sharif also
welcomed the possible revival

of cricket in Pakistan.

"We will give the best possi-
ble security to the Bangladesh
team and for the sake of mil-
lions of fans we want to revive
international cricket in
Pakistan,” Sharif said.

Chelsea sack
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season's Champions League

after a 3-1 defeat at Napoli in
thelast 16 firstleg.

The 34-year-old also had
strained relationships with
several of Chelsea's senior
stars, including England
midfielder Frank Lampard,
and a woeful run of results --
including just one win in their
last seven matches and only
three from their last 12 in the
League -- forced owner
Roman Abramovich to act.

The final straw came on
Saturday as the Blues suffered
a lacklustre 1-0 defeat at West
Bromwich Albion thanks to a
late winner from Garth

McAuley.
"Andre Villa-Boas has

parted company with Chelsea
Football Club today," the

Chelsea statement read.
"The board would like to

record our gratitude for his
work and express our disap-
pointment that the relation-
ship hasended so early.

"Unfortunately the results
and performances of the team
have not been good enough
and were showing no signs of
improving at a key time in the
Season.

"The club is still competing
in the latter stages of the
Champions League and the FA
Cup, as well as challenging for
a top-four spot in the Premier
League, and we aim to remain
as competitive as possible on

all fronts.
"With that in mind we felt

our only option was to make a
change atthis time.

"With immediate effect
Roberto Di Matteo has been
appointed first team coach on
an interim basis until the end
oftheseason.”
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Former World No.1 Roger Federer of Switzerland holds the Dubai Open trophy after
beating Britain's Andy Murray 7-5, 6-4 in the final in Dubai on Saturday.
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No captain could hope to survive as
debilitating successive losses as
Mahendra Singh Dhoni has done in
England and Australia in a span of nine
months and yet, if anything, emerge
stronger.

Dhoni lost eight successive overseas
Tests in which four losses have been by
an innings, one by over 300 runs, and the

remaining two by 196 and 122 runs.
His own form with the bat has hardly

been the redeemingfeature. In England, it
was 220 runs from eight innings at 31.43
and in Australia, it was 102 runs at 20.42
from three Tests and sixinnings.
Technically, the ignominy of "white-
wash" in Australia was shared between
him and Virender Sehwag who filled up
for him in Adelaide due to a ban on
account of slow over-rates. It's difficult
to foresee though if the result would have
been any different had Dhoni been

around.
Yet Indian cricket's strongman con-

tinues to flourish -- mainly due to his
past achievements which include two
World Cup titles and numerous firsts,
including a one-day series won in Aus-
tralia, and to a lesser extent because no
real successor is at hands to replace him
at the helm.

When Mohammed Azharuddin lost
his captaincy in the summer of 1996,

due to series loss in England, Sachin
Tendulkar was at hand to be bestowed
the honour and not an eyebrow was
raised.

Sourav Ganguly's magnificent
achievements abroad mattered little
when coach Greg Chappell crossed his

path in 2005 and prevailed.
Kapil Dev lost his captaincy most

abruptly after India lost in the semifinals
of the 1987 World Cup in India. His pre-
decessor Sunny Gavaskar lost his own
after a debilitating 3-0 series loss in
Pakistan in early 80s.

Internationally too, few captains have
survived such humiliating losses. Ricky
Ponting stepped down from captaincy
after Australia lost the 2011 World Cup
having won the two previous editions

under hisleadership.
Ponting himself got the one-day lead-

ership in early 2000 at the expense of
Steve Waugh who was the man-mountain

of Australian cricket at his peak.
Viv Richards wasn't beaten once in

any series as captain and won 27 of his 50
Tests. Yet, he was nudged into retirement
and Richie Richardson was asked to

replace him.
In Pakistan, captains are replaced ata

mind-boggling regularity. Any series loss
spells the end of captaincy for the man at
helm. In the 90s, it regularly floated
between Wasim Akram and Wagqar

Younis.
And so has been the case in England.

Michael Vaughan won England the
Ashes in 2005, led for five years during

which he captained in 52 Tests and won

halfof them.
Yet he first lost his one-day captaincy

to Paul Collingwood and was later
replaced with Kevin Pietersen in Tests. He

tearfully resigned from captaincy in 2008.
South Africa prefers captains for

longer durations. So Hansie Cronje
led the nation in 53 Tests and Graeme
Smith has already been at helm for 83
Tests. However, they too never suf-
fered reverses like Dhoni did in the

last one year.
Former Australia captain Steve

Waugh is inclined to believe Ganguly
was a better captain than Dhoni. He
believed Ganguly instilled a sense of self-
confidence in the team and had a never-
say-die attitude.

Under him, the team never gave up
and had the hardness of steel. Dhoni, on
the other hand, is cool while he needed
to be aggressive in Australian conditions

like Ganguly was.
The midas touch of Dhoni, it appears,

would continue aslong as he wants since
India doesn't tour overseas for the next
two vyears and captaincy aspirants,
Virender Sehwag and Gautam Gambbhir,
have fallen by the wayside.

Dhoni believes "captaincy is not
something you could cling to; you don't
have a right to it and it's a responsibility
to be managed with the best of your
ability."

He also has stated his willingness "to
step aside if there is someone who could
do abetter job than him."”

Fed's fifth Dubai title

ﬁ Tennis

AFP, Dubai

Roger Federer underlined his status as an
enduring front line contender with the 72nd
title of his career which extended his record
of Dubai Open trophies to five with victory

over Andy Murray on Saturday.
The 16-time former Grand Slam cham-

pion from Switzerland overcame the triple
Grand Slam finalist from Britain 7-5,6-4 in a
tightly-contested final in which Federer
escaped an early mini-crisis and then
resisted a Murray mini-comeback.

During that period, Federer's sequence of
66 unbroken service games came to an end,
but he was slightly the more assertive player
and his success brought him his 33rd win in
35 matches and his second title in succession.

"It's beautiful winning this," Federer said.

"It's such a difficult tournament with so
many top ten players, and Andy having such
a huge victory getting to the final," he added,
referring to Murray's semifinal victory over
world number one Novak Djokovic.

"It was a quick court and a there was a bit
of breeze and I though we both played pretty
well. I got a bit lucky and played really well
on the big points, and I had a wonderful
tournament.

"I've had a great start to the season, and a
great finish to last season, so I hope I can
keep it up. But there are a lot of guys who are
going to play tremendous as well."

Murray missed a decent chance to make a
decisive thrust when he had Federer at 15-40
inthe sixth game.

The first of these break points offered
Murray a decent chance of converting, but
unaccountably he replied to Federer's three-
quarter length slightly sliced ball by over-
hitting a flat backhand drive.

when his first serves were called faults -- and
both times proving the line judge wrong.

He followed it with a slightly caustic aside
to umpire Mohamed Lahyani, in which he
appeared to refer to the Hawkeye contro-
versy two days previously when Tomas
Berdych's failed return of serve stood after
anincorrectservice line judge call.

And Murray followed that with an ace as if
to justify himself. But by allowing Federer to
escape from his early crisis, he had stored up
trouble.

The four-times former champion contin-
ued with his unblemished serving record --
standing at 58 unbroken games before this
match -- and then broke Murray for 6-5.

It happened with the help of a mis-hit
return of serve, which set up a comfortable
passing opportunity for Federer, but by then
much of the damage had been done because
Federer had been allowed to rebuild his
momentum.

This continued in a slightly higher,
smoother gear in the second set, in which
Federer this time broke much earlier, in the
third game, getting him to 2-1 and then 3-1
when he consolidated it.

Again a Hawkeye decision played an
important role. Murray thought he had got
to 30-40 with an ace, but the replay showed it
as a fault and Federer capitalised with a rally
in which he lured the Scot into angling a
backhand drive wide.

Murray then brought Federer's great
serving run came to an end -- after 66 unbro-
ken games.

It happened when Federer made one
slightly arrogant and another rather opti-
mistic approach to the net, and found
Murray lobbing him both times.

On one the great man was forced to
turn and run, only for Murray to punish
him with a deftly angled drop volley; on

Whatmore
new Pak

coach

REUTERS, Karachi

Australian DavWhatmore has
been appointed Pakistan's
head coach for two years, the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
announced on Sunday.

Englishman Julian Foun-
tain would be the fielding
coach, the PCB said. The two
men would take immediate
charge of the team and pre-
pare them for the Asia Cup
tournament.

"We have reached an
agreement with Whatmore
who will be the new coach of
the Pakistan team for the next
two years," PCB chairman
Zaka Ashraftold reporters.

"We feel that a foreign
coach can best exploit the
talent available in Pakistan
cricket.”

Whatmore, who led Sri
Lanka to victory at the 1996
World Cup, said he was
looking forward to the chal-
lenge, adding: "We will do
our best to produce the best
results with our available
talent and I am confident of
good results.”

Whatmore, 57, played
seven Tests for Australia and
enjoyed a successful coach-
ing spell with Bangladesh,
leading them to their first test
match and subsequent series
winin 2005.

Pakistan have had three
foreign coaches in the past -

Battle of swing looms

CRICINFO, Auckland

Chris Martin is ready to go
head to head with Dale Steyn
in what he has dubbed "the
battle of the swing bowlers,"
in the upcoming Test series
between New Zealand and
South Africa. Martin warned
batsmen on both sides that
they will be caught in the
crosshairs of a furious fight
between the quicks operat-

ing in favourable conditions.
With an unusually wet,

windy and cold summer it
seems the weather gods have
done half the job and Martin
said New Zealand's attack
should be able to do the other
half. Two of the three Tests
being played at what Martin
calls "swinging conditions,” in
Dunedin and Wellington,
places where he expects New
Zealand's attack to thrive.
"The success of all our bowlers
will probably improve in
swinging conditions," he said.

Even though South Africa
have the world's top-ranked
Test bowler in their arsenal,
Martin believes that New
Zealand have the strength to
match that and the other
elements of the hosts' varied
attack. "If you've got a left-
armer [Trent Boult] and
you've got a couple of guys
who swing the ball away and

"When you put Daniel
[Vettori] into the mix as well
it covers a lot of the bases

South Africa also cover.”
It could all add up to a toxic

combination for batsmen, who
will have to brush up on their
cautiousness more than their
cover drives, according to
Martin. "It should be a chal-
lenging series for batsmen if we
get the wickets right," he said.
"If there's any moisture in the
air, the pitch will always have
somethinginit.”

New Zealand have
expressed interest in creating
increasingly seamer-friendlhy
pitches as they look to turn
their four-pronged attack into
a permanent feature. Almost
everyone in the South African
camp, from bowling coach
Allan Donald to Steyn to lim-
ited-overs captain AB de
Villiers, have welcomed the
move, saying it would work in

their favour as well.
South Africa are fresh off

preparing green mambas of
their own over the summer
as they beat Sri Lanka.
Although their batsmen also
find the going tough on spicy
surfaces, it's a battle they've
fought many a time and have
shown no fear of being asked
to fight it again. Martin said
New Zealand are aware of,
and in some ways in awe of,

that ability.
"They [South Africa] have

something we have to aspire
to as a Test-playing nation,"
Martin said. He is not wrong.
South Africa are the best
travellers in world cricket
over that period and have
shown few signs of fragility

abroad.
Martin is one of very few

who has seen their weaknesses
first hand. His 44 South African
scalpsatanaverageof24.59 are
the most wickets he has taken
against any country. They have
also come at a significantly
better rate than his overall
average of 33.33. At home, his
record against South Africa is
even more impressive. In two
Tests in 2004, Martin claimed
18 wickets at an average of
16.66 against them, including
11in the Auckland Test.

He hopes the recollec-
tions of those returns will act
as motivation for the coming
series. "It's about looking
back on how I've played
against them in the past.
That will bring some good
memories and some good,
positive vibes," he said. "The
series is more about revisit-
ing those memories.”

Relief
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club tent after the match.

However, no untoward
incident occurred as police
and leaders of Mohammedan
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