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Saluting Timeless Ideas of Construction
|| I. ' Tens of thousands of skilled workers took 20 years to build the
P pyramid, using 2.3 million limestone blocks. Their construction

technique was so exceptional that the Khufu's Pyramid still stands

strong after 4500 years.
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Saudi hearts

Minister comes home with no good news
for Bangladeshi expatriates, job seekers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The visit of expatriates' welfare minister
to Saudi Arabia has for now yielded no
good news for the Bangladeshi expatriates
who are facing troubles since long regard-
ing renewal of work permits or shifting of

jobs.
“The Saudi authorities assured us of

allowing job transfers only when they fully
open the labour market for Bangladesh,”
Khandker Mosharraf Hossain told report-
ers at Hazrat Shahjalal International

Airport yesterday after his week-long visit
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA).

He, however, could not say for sure
when the Kingdom would fully open the
market, but hoped that Saudi Arabia
would require huge workers to implement

its plan to build five mega cities.
Saudi Arabia, which hosts around 20

lakh Bangladeshis, reduced recruitment
from Bangladesh in 2008. Annual recruit-
ment has come down nearly to 15,000 since

2009 from over alakh in the previous years.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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THE GLIDING
MAMMAL

A red giant (or large brown)
flying squirrel in the captiv-
ity of the Bandarban forest
department. Forest officials
found this rare mammal,
mostly known as flying
squirrel, in a village of
Boangchhari upazila on
Friday evening and later
sent it to Dulahazarai safari
park for preservation. An
endangered species, this
animal has its limbs con-
nected by a membrane, the
parachute. As it jumps into
the air from a tree, the
outstretched limbs expand
the parachute to its fullest
extent. And it literally flies.
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BCS EXAMS
Registration

to go online

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Strong EC alone not

enough for fair polls
Says ex-CEC Huda; Tofail thinks otherwise

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A free and fair general election is not pos-
sible only by strengthening the Election
Commission, former chief election com-
missioner ATM Shamsul Huda said yes-

terday.

The same day, ruling Awami League
leader Tofail Ahmed said fair polls were
"very much possible” under a political

government if the EC was made free and
independent.
Huda and Tofail made the observations

atseparate programmes in the capital.

At a debate programme, Huda said the
administration, judiciary and law-
enforcement agencies have to work inde-
pendently along with the EC to hold polls

in aneutral manner.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Power crisis
to go by 2014

Says Muhith

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith yesterday said the
power crisis will end

within the next two years.
“Ensuring electricity

supply to the industrial
units is one of the main
pledges of the present

government and we are

working on it,” he told the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Star- HEALTH PRIOR 21 ROUNDTABLE

Call for improved
primary medicare

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fortyyears into independence, the coun-
try's health sector has introduced new
ideas, but gross inequity has left the
poor out of quality health services,
experts say.

Over the years, successive govern-
ments have embraced essential
healthcare packages, moving away from

the concept of primary healthcare that
involves reducing social disparities in
health.

They also say better healthcare gover-

nance along with ethical practices is crucial

forthe overallimprovement of the sector.
Their comments came at the

roundtable, “40 Years of Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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Bangladesh Public Service
Commission (BPSC) is set
to launch an online regis-

tration system for the BCS
examinees to ease the

appointment process.
"The new system will

enable the commission to
recommend the success-
ful candidates of a BCS
examination for appoint-
ment within a year, which
took almost three years in
the recent past," PSC
Chairman ATM Ahmedul
Haque Chowdhury told at
a pres conference at the
BPSC office in the city

yesterday.
The examinees of the

33rd Bangladesh Civil
Service (BCS) examina-
tions will fill in the appli-
cation forms online from
March 8 to April 7, he

added.
The PSC chief also

expressed optimism that
the digital system will
speed up the activities of
the commission and save
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

PRAYER TIMING

Asr 4-30 4-45
Maghrib 6-05 6-10

Esha 7-30 8-00
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Syrian city Homs

battered again

Troops block aid convoy; UN
chief gets 'grisly reports’

REUTERS, Beirut

National Board of Revenue
Government of Bangladesh

Alternative Resolution of Customs Related Disputes
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If you have any dispute particularly on Customs valuation with Customs authorities at the time of customs assessment of your
imported consignments, then for the resolution or settiement of that dispute, National Board of Revenue or the Customs authorities
have introduced the Altemative Dispute Resolution (ADR) in the Customs Act 1969 and made rules there on. As a pilot, the new
system has been started in Chittagong Customs House from March 1, 2012. Later on, gradually this system will be implemented
in other Custom Houses or Stations.

Syrian forces pounded the battered city of Homs again
yesterday and blocked aid-reaching civilians stranded
for weeks without food and fuel in the former rebel

stronghold, activists and aid workers said.
The renewed government assault came a day after UN

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he had received

"grisly reports" that President Bashar al-Assad's troops
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

a) This new system is an additional or alternative and optional system. If you are aggrieved on valuation dispute you can avail the
ADR system to address that grievance. If you don't, the dispute can also be resolved as per the existing system.

b) Disputes/ cases pending with customs, appellate authorities, Supreme Court and newly created cases can be settled under the
ADR system.

c) Inorder to resolve any dispute under this procedure, application is to be made i) fo cusiom authorities for dispute pending with
customs. ii) to appellate authorities for cases pending with them and iii) to the custom or appellate authorities as directed by the
supreme court for cases pending with it. r'/r s

d) Disputes filed, will be resolved (i) within 30 days for cases newly created or pending with customs (ji) within 60 days for cases ONLINE POLL mhf EBH{H tar
pending with appeal/appellate authorities or the Supreme Court. If disputes are not resolved within this period, it would then be Q
sattied under the existing system. Do you think there is a chance of

more SEC officials' involvement in

r) Under this system, the importer himself will sit face to face with customs authorities on his dispute under the stewardship and
already been selected.
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