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National Human Rights Commission Chairman Dr Mizanur Rahman visits Cox's Bazar
Sadar Hospital yesterday, only to witness awfully poor medical service amid unhygienic
atmosphere in different wards of the 250-bed hospital.

Cox's BAzAR SADAR HOSPITAL

NHRC chief finds it in bad
shape, blames docs

A few patients told the NHRC chairman

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
Chairman Dr Mizanur Rahman yesterday
expressed his dissatisfaction at poor heathcare
services at Cox's Bazar 250-bed Sadar Hospital
and performances ofthe doctors.

During his visit to the hospital at around
9:30am vyesterday, Dr. Mizan said, he first
entered the 'blood bank' and found that a
single needle was being used to collect blood

from several people.

Later, he went to the emergency unit,

observation room, male wards, children's
ward and kitchen where the floors looked

dirty, emitting a bad smell.

When the NHRC chief arrived at the chil-
dren's ward on the second floor of the hospital,
Kulsuma, mother of a child patient, alleged
that her son was not getting proper treatment.
“I have to buy food and medicines for my son
from outside as the hospital authorities are not

supplying those, shesaid.”

He noticed that at least 72 children were
taking treatments in a 30-seat ward and many
of them were lying on the dirty floor. Even
oxygen was being given to five children from a
cylinder by setting five separate pipes.

Most of patients were seen using their
own bed sheets and pillow covers as those
supplied by the hospital were not usable.

that most of the time the doctors remain
absent as all of them are involved with hospi-

tal or clinic business.
When Dr Mizan asked Civil Surgeon Dr Kajol

Kanti Barua about the poor state of the hospital,

Barua said it was not his duty to monitor the

hospital and walked away:.
While talking to local journalists, the
NHRC chief said on his return to Dhaka, he

will advise the health minister to take action

against the doctors as they are not discharg-

ing their duties properly.
He also vented his frustration at the over-
all situation at the hospital and said the

doctors were more involved with their pri-

the hospital.

vate clinics than with the hospital.

He also expressed his concern over the
unhygienic atmosphere prevailing in the
kitchen, toilets and the children's ward of

When asked about the allegations, Dr

Mahbubur Rahman, superintendent of the

hospital, said he (Dr Mizanur) is an honour-
able man. There could be many problems in
a hospital but he should not openly react
and blame all the doctors.

Additional District Magistrate Abdur Rouf,
Assistant Police Superintendent Tofail Ahmed,
and Civil Surgeon Kajol Kanti Barua accompa-
nied the NHRC chairman during the visit.

KHAGRACHHARI

Protesters call
to stop land
commission
hearing

OuR CORRECPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Leaders of three hill
organisations yesterday
called upon the govern-
ment to stop today's
hearing of CHT Land
Dispute Resolution
Commission.

They were holding a
protest rally at Larma
Square in district.

They also demanded
introduction of the tra-
ditional land law of the
hill people in CHT and
urged the government to
suspend all activities of
the CHT Land Dispute
Resolution
Commission.

They also demanded
removal of the chairman
of the commission Justice
Khademul Islam
Chowdhury, terming him
a controversial man.

Chief organiser of
UPDF Khagrachhari Sadar
unit Charansing
Tanchayanga, central
member of Democratic
Youth Forum Jiko Tripura,
president of Khagrachhari
district Pahari Chhatra
Parishad unit Aprushi
Marma and central leader
of Hill Women's
Federation Konika Dewan
spoke at the rally.

Later, they brought
out a protest procession
which paraded Larma
Square to Shanibar
bazzar area as hundreds
of local people joined
them.

Demanding the same,
protest rally and proces-
sion programmes were
also held in different
upazilas of Khagrachhari
and Rangamati districts
on the day.
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As part of their countrywide programme, journalists at Faridpur Press Club and Pabna Press Club yesterday observed a
one hour strike to press forimmediate arrest of the killers of journalist couple Sagar Sarowar and Meherun Runi.

Two outlaws held with
firearms in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested two outlaws along
with firearms at Bhowdanga
village in Sadar upazila early
yesterday:.

The arrestees are Abu
Kalam, 28, son of Eskan
Pramanik of village
Bhowdanga village and Manik
Sardar, 42, of Ghoradah village.

They are alleged opera-

tives of outlawed Naxal
Bahini.

Rab sources said a team of
the elite force raided the
house of Abu Kalam and
arrested the duo at around
5.00am while they were

Later, the Rab seized a 303
rifle and ten bullets from the
kitchen of one Solaiman of
the village.

In another drive, Rab recov-
ered three firearmsand 10 hand
grenades from a den of the
criminalsyesterdayevening.

Two people were also

arrested during the drive.
The arrestees are Md Arif

Hossain, 27, of village
Mahamudpur and Md Momin
Sheikh, 30, of village Korail in
Santhiaupazila of the district.
Commanding Officer of
Rab-12, Pabna camp KM
Tanvir Anwar, said following
an intelligence report, a team
raided the residence of Mabia

preparing for a meeting Khatun of the village at about
inside of the house. 6pmandseized thearms.
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Dispute over ownership
of UP office land

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

A businessman on Thursday
hung a signboard claiming
ownership of the land where
Jamalpur union parishad
had been running its office

and activities for years.
UP office sources said the

land was taken from the
local land office on lease in
1973 and land taxes were
paid regularly.

The businessman, Raziul
Islam, owner of Razzak Food
and Industries, claimed that
he bought 0.54 acres of land
from the ministry of jute and
textiles in Februarylast year.

On information, upazila
nirbahi officer Touhidul
Islam and assistant commis-
sioner of land Shafiqul Islam
went to the spot with police

and removed the signboard.
Chairman of Jamalpur

union parishad while show-
ing documents told this
correspondent that the UP
took lease of the land from
local land office on 20
January, 1973 and since then
they had been paying land
taxes.

On Thursday, Raziul
Islam came to union
parishad with a group of

people and fixed three sign-
boards on the premises. As
per the signboards, Raziul is
the legitimate owner of 0.54

acres ofland.
Raziul Islam told this

correspondent that he
bought the land from the
ministry at a cost of Tk 31

lakh 76 thousand.
He said, in February last

year he bought it after being
selected as the highest bid-

der.
As per the tender, the

ministry was supposed to
handover the land on 21

Augustin 2011, he said.
Assistant commissioner

of land Shafiqul Islam told
this correspondent that the
union parishad took lease of
the land in 1973 after it was

declared a vested property.
"We are looking into the

matter as to how the land
was sold by ministry", he
said.

Upazila nirbahi officer
Touhidul Islam said, after it
was sold the ministry was
supposed to ask the local
administration to handover

the land.
"But we are yet to receive

any such message from the
ministry”, he said.

tar

*NATIONAL

Boro farmers worried as deep
tube-wells cannot lift water

UNB, Sherpur

Farmers in Nalitabari
upazila of the district are in
areat distress as a large num-
ber of tube-wells meant for
irritation went out of opera-
tion due to sharp fall in
sroundwater table during

the current boro season.
The shallow tube-wells

installed in 80s cannot lift at
ease the required volume of
irrigation water during
March-April period every
year because of fall in the

water table.
The situation turned

worse this year as nearly 50
deep tube-wells went out of
order due to absence of

water in hill areas, said the
farmers.

They said if water supply
is not ensured immediately,
around 1,000 acres of land
will remain uncultivated in
Joinuddinpara, Chinamara,
Sutiapar, Ghailara Kaolara,
Moidhyakmra, Kakarkandi,
Mondaliapara, Bailtoil,
Pithapuni, Shalmar,
Baruajani Bishgiripara,
Ramchandrachura, Tantar,
Kalakuma, Hatipagar,
Nayabeel, Baigarpara and
Rupakura villages.

Gahilara village boro-
scheme manager Amjad Ali
said only 32 acres out of 120
acres are being cultivated

with the help of his deep
tube-wells. The boro plants
are getting damaged as his
tube-wells have been lying
idle for the last few days due
to depletion of groundwater,
hesaid.

Joinuddinpara boro-
scheme manager Nazrul
Islam said, most farmers
cannot prepare their land
and transplant boro seed-
lings due to lack of water as
deep tube-wells remain out

of operation.
Talking to the news

agency, several other irriga-
tion pump owners said they
could not operate their
pump properly as the water

table went down.

Upazila BRDB chair-
man Dr Daliluddin said, at
least 73 deep tube-wells
were installed in the
upazila during 80s. But
now most of them remain
out of operation, hamper-
ing irrigation during the
peak boro paddy cultiva-
tion season.

Farmers said if it does not
rain soon, they will have to
count huge loss this season
due to the irrigation prob-
lem. They said underground
water table has sharply
depleted, making it hard to
get water through deep
tube-wells.

PATIENT DIES ALLEGEDLY FOR WRONG TREATMENT

Another clinic vandalised in
Kotchandpur of Jhenidah

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
TJhenidah

Another private clinic in
Kotchandpur upazila town
was vandalised following
death of a patient there
allegedly for wrong treat-
ment on Sunday night.

The patient, Bely Begum,
45 wife of Nasir Uddin of
Madanpur village in
Moheshpur upazila of
Jhenidah district, was
admitted to Shamsuddin
Memorial Hospital on
Friday (February 24) with
complications in uterus.

Azam Hossain, manager
of the clinic, said Bely
Begum was operated upon
the same day and her condi-
tion was stable. She went to
toilet at around 10:00pm on
Sunday, suffered a stroke
and fell to the floor.

Kona Akhter, daughter
of the patient, said a nurse
of the clinic gave an injec-
tion to her mother on
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A room at Shamsuuddin Memorial Hospital, a private clinic
in Kotchandpur upazila town of Jhenidah district, which
was vandalised following death of a patient there alleg-
edly for wrong treatment on Sunday night.

Sunday night. “After a few
minutes, my mother felt
pain in her abdomen, went
to the toilet and fell to the
floor.” she said.

As she was screaming,
the nurse gave her some
medicines. At one stage,

she became senseless and
breathed her last at
around 10:30pm, Kona
further said.

Hearing the news, rela-
tives of the patients and
locals rushed to the clinic.
They went on the rampage

and damaged furniture and
medical equipment of the
clinic. Relatives alleged that
the nurse gave Bely a date-
expired injection that led to
her death.

A police team led by
Akram Hossain, officer in-
charge (OC) of kotchandpur
Police Station, went to the
spot and brought the situa-
tion under control. The OC
alleged that he was
assaulted by the agitating
people.

Contacted, Civil surgeon
(CS) Dr Nasrin Sultana, said
she has already formed a
committee to investigate
the matter.

An official order has been
issued to stop functioning
of Shamsuddin Memorial
Hospital and Chand Private
Hospital in Kotchandpur
upazila town, The CS said.

Earlier on February 23,
two patients died at Chand
Private Clinic allegedly for
wrong treatment.
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