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City

UN compound in Afghanistan
set alight in Quran protest

Bec ONLINE

Part of a UN compound in the
Afghan city of Kunduz was set
alight yesterday amid fresh
protests against the burning
of the Quran by US soldiers.
Four people were killed and

dozens injured in clashes in g¥a

the city, according to local
doctors. Three more people
were killed in the southern
province of Logar.

More than 20 have died
since the protests began on
Tuesday.

A group of 500 demonstrators
attacked police defending the UN com-
pound with stones, metal sticks and
sharp objects, the deputy chief of police
in northeastern Kunduz province said.

"Then warning shots were fired. But
theyrefused our warnings," he added.

Eyewitnesses reported gunfire in the

from among the demonstra-
tors in Laghman, the provin-
# cial governor Mohammad
W Igbal Azizitold reporters.

Demonstrations were also
reported by police and govern-
ment officials in Paktia,
Nangarhar and Sari Pul prov-
| inces.

Friday was the deadliest day
of unrest so far. At least 12 peo-
ple were killed across the coun-
tryas mobs charged at US bases

Prutesters r.-:arrying a wmmded mmpairlnt duﬂng the protest anddiplomaticmissions.
cityand several buildings being set alight.

The governor's house in Laghman
province also came under attack yes-

terday.
Eyewitnesses

smoke coming out of one of the build-
ing's security towers set alight by dem-
onstrators. Elite Afghan forces then
arrived to secure the compound.

Police had detained 17 armed men

Earlier on Friday, Nato's

Afghanistan commander Gen John
Allen had appealed for calm.

"Working together with the Afghan

reported seeing

leadershipis the onlyway for us to correct
this major error and ensure that it never
happensagain,” hesaid inastatement.

US President Barack Obama has also
apologised for the Quran-burning
incident.
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RMCH interns go on strike
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No doctor had attended the

patient since he was admit-
ted to the hospital on Friday
around 11:00pm, alleged the
relatives, adding that as
Asad's condition deterio-
rated in the morning the
intern administered him the
injections.

The intern, however, fled
when Asad's agitated rela-
tives and party men started
to show up at the hospital.
Following this all the interns
gathered in front of the
RMCH director's office

demanding security.
Meanwhile, deceased’'s

wife Halima Begum made a
verbal complaint to the
RMCH director about her
husband's death due to
wrong treatment. The direc-

tor also sat with the interns.
Physician Mahbubur

Rahman of medicine

department said Asad was
admitted to the hospital in a
critical condition and doc-
tors could not save his life.
He denied talking any

details.
RMCH Director Brig Gen

Muhammad Moinuddin
also refused to talk on the

incident.
After Asad's relative took

his body home, the interns
gathered at Charu Mama's
canteen inside the hospital
premises and tried to form a
human chain. But police did

notletithappen.
Security had been inten-

sified in and around the
hospital after the death of
the patient. No journalists
were let enter the hospital

since morning.
The interns stopped

working since 10:00am,
said Rokonuddin, an assis-
tant commissioner of

Rajshahi Metropolitan

Police.
In the afternoon, through

an unsigned press release
the interns said they had
started observing the strike
from 3:00pm to realise a

four-pointdemand.
They wanted constant

police deployment at three
entrances and in front of
admission wards, repair of
ECG machine and tele-
phone connections, sup-
plies of emergency medi-
cines, and visits to the wards
in the evenings by an assis-
tant professor or a doctor of

the similar status.
While leaving the hospital

in the evening, the RMCH
director told reporters that
he did not know why the
interns went on strike. “We
had talks and there was no
situation for calling the
strike,” he added.

WB chief wants to see US leadership
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has said it would open the

process to competition.

Zoellick noted however
that Americans did not hold
top posts at the United
Nations, World Trade
Organization, regional devel-
opment banks or
International Monetary Fund.

"I want the United States
to feel a sense of responsibil-
ity to the international sys-
tem. So in that sense if you
get the right American can-
didate I think that can be
good for the United States
and the bank."”

So far, two people most often
mentioned as possible succes-
sors are both American: US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
and former White House eco-
nomic adviser and former
Treasury Secretary Lawrence
Summers. The State Department
has insisted that Clinton would
notbetakingthejob.

Much like in 2011, when
Dominique Strauss-Kahn
resigned as managing direc-
tor of the International
Monetary Fund, officials
from countries such as Brazil
and the Philippines said it
was time to break the
decades-old pattern of putt-
ing an American in charge of
the World Bank and a
European atop the IME

Agustin Carstens,
Mexico's central bank gover-
nor, who had made an
unsuccessful bid to head up
the International Monetary
fund last year, said on

Wednesday the World Bank
presidency should be open
to awide field of candidates.
BUYINGTIMEIN EUROPE
Zoellick said the latest Greek
bailout totalling 130 billion
euros would merely buy time.

"It's too early to know,
partly it depends on the
actions the Greeks have to
take,"” he said.

"I think that the European
Union has dealt with Greece
as one element but the core
elements are really going to
be the success of some of the
bigger countries, such as Italy
and Spain."

But he said bailouts were-
n't necessary for these two
countries or Portugal.

"Each country's situation
is different and you really
have three interconnected
problems. For some it's the
size of the sovereign debt, for
some it's the effect on the
banking industry, and for
some it's their competitive-
ness," he said adding that
"Spain and Italy need time to
make the reforms.”

"ButIdo think that all this
is harder to accomplish
when there is a recession in
Europe.”

Support from other
European nations was also
crucial.

"What I've tried to sug-
gest, given the politics of
reform in some of the
Mediterranean countries, (is
that) it will be important for
Germany and other leaders
in the process to show some

prospects if the reforms are
taken and how they will be
supported by the other
European countries."

Zoellick heads next to
China for the release tomor-
row of a major economic
report by the bank and a
Chinese government think
tank, looking at economic
opportunities and chal-
lenges to the year 2030.
GLOBAL ECONOMY,
CHINAAND OIL
Zoellick said that prospects
for global economic growth
this year remain guardedly
positive with much hinging
on Europe stabilising and
China reaching a soft land-
ing, with oil prices awildcard.

"I have a cautious opti-
mism about the interna-
tional economy. Our fore-
casts are that growth might
slow down a little bit this
year.What I see is that the US
economy has got some
momentum,” he said.

"If Europe is able to con-
tinue to stabilise the situa-
tion, that's a big if, but that's
an important part. And I
think China has issues in the
real estate sector but my own
guess is they are on the pro-
cess for asoftlanding.

"The two big question
marks to me are energy
prices with the political risk
and Europe being able to
maintain things."

Brent crude futures set-
tled near a 10-month high
above $125 a barrel on
Friday, posting a fifth
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straight weekly gain as
heightened concerns over
tensions with Iran about its
nuclear program and cuts in
supply sent oil prices up on
both sides of the Atlantic.

The crude oil price spike
has prompted speculation
the Internation Energy
Agency may again call for
the release of oil stocks, or
the US may release strategic
petroleum reserves.

Zoellick said oil prices
remain a concern, though
the World Bank is only an
observer in any decision to
release strategic oil stocks.

"Not my call," he said,
adding that "Idon't think one
should rush into that but the
reason that the strategic
reserve was created was for
use in emergency situa-
tions."

20 illegal structures
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entrance of a mazar [en-

shrined tomb], two rooms for
the imam of a mosque and
the caretaker of the mazar,
washrooms and awater tank.

The twenty-katha land
was then handed over to the
D1J estate manager.

"We requested the uni-
versity authorities to build a
wall separating the mazar
from the Shaheed Minar
compound so that the sanc-
tity of the Shaheed Minar
was not violated," said
Mohammad Al Amin, execu-
tive magistrate of Dhaka
district administration and
leader of the drive.

A vested group was
exploiting the place for its
own interest, he added.

In response to a writ peti-
tion filed by Prof Muntasir

Mamun, a teacher of Dhaka
University, the High Court on
Wednesday directed the
authorities concerned to
remove all illegal structures,
excluding the tomb, from the
land in 48 hours.

The petition said the
vested quarter which had
occupied the land for a
mazar was planning to build
a high-rise. Some employees
of Dhaka Medical College
were also abusing the place.

Magistrate Al Amin vyes-
terday told The Daily Star the
authorities had not demol-
ished a mosque adjacent to
the grave as the High Court
did not give any specific
directive on the matter con-
sidering public emotion.

"We talked to the peti-
tioner's counsel Manzill

Murshid about the matter
and will bring it to the
court's notice."

A caretaker of the grave,
Abdul Mannan, said the
district administration
officials had verbally asked
that the mosque be removed
within 24 hours.

About the mazar, some
locals present at the spot
said it was the grave of a
fourth class employee of
Dhaka Medical College. In
the 1990's, a group turned
the grave into a shrine and
grabbed the land belonging
to the Shaheed Minar.

The place even became a
drug spot and a place for
people to meet their prisoner
relatives sent for treatment to
the medical college hospital
from jail, theyadded.

India removed
from WHO
list of polio
nations

AP, New Delhi

India yesterday marked a
major success in its battle
against polio by being
removed from the World
Health Organisation'’s list of
countries plagued by the
crippling disease.

Health Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad said the WHO
removed India from the list
after the country passed one
year without registering any
new cases.

The milestone is a major
victory in the global effort to
eradicate polio and leaves
only three countries with
endemic polio Pakistan,
Nigeria and Afghanistan.
India must pass another two
years without new cases to

be declared polio-free.

Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh praised
some 230,000 volunteers
who traveled across India to
vaccinate children and said
India’s success against polio
"shows that teamwork pays.”

"This gives us hope that
we can finally eradicate
polio not only from India but
from the face of the entire
mother Earth,” he said at a
New Delhi conference on
polio.

He said more work was
needed to ensure every
Indian child "has equal
access to the best immunisa-
tion" as well as to other fac-
tors for warding off disease
including better sanitation,
education, safe drinking
water and nutritious food.

"We need to educate our
children and our mothers
on the importance of
hygiene and nutrition to
overall good health and
longevity,” Singh said.

Climate
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gethold ofthe funds due toits
poor financial management.
The country must notice the
direction the world is moving
towards,” he said.

Prof Nishat was speaking
at a discussion on “Climate
change, natural disaster,
environmental manage-
ment and food security” on
the concluding day of a two-
day international sympo-
sium styled “Science for
Society” at Bangladesh
Agriculture Research
Council in the capital.

Supported by Japan
Embassy here, Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS) Alumni Association
organised the event to mark
the 40th anniversary of
Japan-Bangladesh diplo-
matic relations. About 300
researchers from the two
countries took part in the
SyImposium.

Prof Nishat, also the vice-
chancellor of Brac
University, said food secu-
rity in Bangladesh would
come under a serious threat

change

matise.

“We have had good yield
in the last three years due to
congenial weather. But if we
are forced to import even a
small volume of food grains,
it will be a major concern
forus.”

Around six to seven crore
people of the country would
be homeless due to the sea
level rise, he said, adding,
“Apart from food security,
there will be massive out-
bound migration.”

According to him, the
agriculture and the health
ministries have progressed a
lot in tackling the climate
change “but many other
ministries have not realised
theirroles”.

He said climate change
and climate variability are
real. Every country is initiat-
ing something about the
issue, but a stable situation is
not likely to be achieved
soon. “The whole of the
world urgently needs to focus
onwhattodo aboutit.”

The environmentalist said
even if carbon emission is

Forestation has to be
introduced to combat car-
bon dioxide, he said, adding
that the world's temperature
has increased by 0.76 degree
Celsius since 1850, whereas
the rise in Bangladesh is 1.1
degrees Celsius.

Bangladesh is one of the

researcher of Institute of
Water and Food
Management (IWFM) of
Buet, said migration was
found to be a major adapta-
tion strategy after any disas-
ter, especially loss ofland and
livelihood. Women are the
worse victim of seasonal

lowest greenhouse gas pro- migration.
ducers, with per capita He said women became
annual emission of 0.2 more vulnerable in post Aila

tonnes.

Nishat, former professor
of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(Buet), said the country
must accelerate its adapta-
tion process to offset the
damages caused by climate
change impacts.

Citing their study findings,
Mahin Al Nahian, a

scenario with increased
burden of water collection
and food management.

SM Imamul Huq, vice-
president of Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences, who
co-chaired the session, said
the nation has to consume
less and conserve more to
cut the impact of climate
change.

Prof Lutful Hassan, of
Department of Genetics and
Plant Breeding at
Bangladesh Agricultural
University, Mymensingh,
said temperature rise would
seriously harm soil fertility
and thus agricultural pro-
duction.

Mahmud Hasan Tuhin, a
research assistant of IWFM,
Abul Hossain Molla, a
researcher of Department of
Bioenvironmental Science
at Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman
Agricultural University in
Gazipur, and SM Shahinul
Islam of Institute of
Biological Sciences at
Rajshahi University, among
others, also spoke at yester-
day's symposium.
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