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Zohirul Haque, Deputy
Commissioner Narail; Munshi
Hafizur Rahman, convenor,
Ekushey Udjapan Parishad; drama-

launched the programme in 1997.
From then on the programme has
continued as a fixture to pay hom-
age to the Language Movement
martyrs.
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The three-day "World Bengali Conference'
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tor's exploitations of gullible village people

nist of our country. His writing enriched
the literary movement in the '60s and '70s

Kabya” is no more a highly potential yet alien text for
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Artistes from India and Bangladesh on Tuesday (February 21)
joined in a number of programmes to observe the 'Bhasa Dibas' (In-
ternational Mother Language Day) in New Delhi, Kolkata, Agartala
and along the international borders at Petrapole/Benapole and

Agartala/Akhaura.

In New Delhi, the Bangladesh High Commission organised the
Ekushey function at the Maitree Hall where noted scholar on
Rabindra Sangeet and Nazrul songs, Dr. Mihir Bose, and his wife ren-
dered songs of Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazul Islam related to

the occasion.

West Bengal Food Minister, Jyotipriya Mullick; Bangladesh MP Sk
Afiruddin and many others joined in one such programme in which the
artistes of both the countries took part in singing, recitation and dis-
courses to remember the historic Language Movement this day in Dhaka

in 1952.

At the border town of Bongaon in North 24-parganas district, sing-
ers and poets of both India and Bangladesh took part in musical

programmes.

A team of Bangladeshi students performed in Kolkata to highlight

Bengali language and culture.

The Deputy High Commission for Bangladesh in Kolkata began the
day by bringing out a procession in the city followed by performances

ised the conference for the first time.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugu-
rated the three-day conference as chief
guest at the Osmani Memorial Auditorium
on February 19. Nobel laureate Dr.
Amartya Sen was a special guest at the
inaugural programme.

Marking 60 years of Language Move-
ment, eminent Bengalis from across the
world, placed wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the morning on the con-
cluding day (February 21). A vibrant cul-
tural programme, featuring renditions of
songs, dance, poetry recitations and more
was also held at Rabindra Sarobar Mancho.

Leading and promising Bangladeshi
artistes entertained the audience with their
lively performances. The spirit of Interna-
tional Mother Language Day was high-
lighted through most of the performances.

Biman Chandra Biswas rendered

formed three Gano Sangeet -- “Janotar
Sangrami Oikye”, "Manush Haw Abar Tora”
and “Omui Na Bolong Onno Bhashar Buli”,

Elocutionist Ahkamullah recited a Syed
Shamsul Haq poem, “Amar Porichoy” that
reminded the audience of the glorious
Bengali identity.

Child artistes of Shampan presented a
recital, titled “Roktey Shapath” at the
programme. Safiul Gani directed the per-
formance.

Youngsters of Bangladesh Adibashi
Forum presented four dance pieces
showcasing the traditional cultures of
ethnic communities including Chakma,
Marma, Garo and Tripura.

Artistes of Nrityangan presented a
dance, titled “Sukonya”. Seasoned dancer
Sultana Haider choreographed the piece
on Language Movement.

Desh Bangla Theatre staged a street play
“Anguri Kathan”, written by Rashedul Is-

Prior to cultural programme, a discus-
sion was held where joint convener of the
conference preparatory committee and
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote (SS]) president
Nasiruddin Yousuff; vice-president of SSJ
and member secretary of the conference
preparatory committee Golam Kuddus;
one of the founders of Bengali Interna-
tional (BI), Dr. Binoy Bhushan Chowdhury;
President of BI, Mohammad Shamsul
Haque, and others spoke.

Four seminars were also held at the Na-
wab Nabab Ali Senate Bhaban of University
of Dhaka on the inaugural and second day
(February 20) of the conference.

Bengali International aims to encourage
Bengali culture and form Bengali brother-
hood worldwide.

Established in London, UK, Bengali
International has branches in America,
Australia and Africa. The organisation has
been functioning for the last 35 years.
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Musical performance prior to the show.

ZAHANGIR SHAH, Manikganj
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publication, Radice will give a reading at 6 pm at British
Council, Dhaka. This is the first time Radice will be
reading out his new translation in public. The reading,
however, will not be an ordinary one. It will be comple-
mented by reading of Bengali stanzas from the original
text. With musical accompaniment to be rendered by
Sydur Rahman Lipon, Shormymala and Delwar Hossain
Dilu, the event will take on a dramatised performance.
The performance will be directed by Mukul Ahmed, a

London-based theatre director.
Book VI has been selected for reading because it

constitutes the climax of the epic, describing the
dastardly slaying of Ravan's defenceless son
Meghnad by Lakshman. The programme will be a
unique opportunity to hear Madhusudan's magnifi-
cent poetry which has been given new life and mean-
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ing for the 21st century readers by a translator who
himself is an English poet.

Radice needs little introduction to Bengali readers.
Well known for his translations of the poems and sto-
ries of Tagore, he has also published books including
“Myths and Legends of India”, “Teach Yourself Bengali”
and “A Hundred Letters from England”. He taught
Bengali language and literature at SOAS, University of
London from 1988 to 2011, and from 1999 to 2002 was
Head of the Departments of South and South East Asia.
He remains linked to SOAS as a Research Associate.

by Mort Walker
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The Kolkata Indo-Bangladesh Cultural Centre had a musical soiree at
Sishir Mancha to commemorate the day. While eminent singers like

Goshthi performed Gano Sangeet. Mostafizur Rahman
Mamun, Dhruba Ghosh, Saifuddin Ahmed Nannu and
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News (Bangla): 7:00 am, 10:30 pm, 12:30 am
9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm, mtv
10:30 pm, 12:30 am Mews (Bangla):7:30am,

Kabir Suman and Sraboni Sen enthralled the audience, others recited Dipak Ghosh recited poetry at the function. Hundreds of ATN BANGLA 12:02pm, 2:00pm, 7:30pm,
poems. people gathered for the event. NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
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Various other clubs and organisations also held cultural events in On the occasion, the organisation also held a discussion. st 4300 o News (Bangla): 9:00am,

the city and elsewhere in the state.

A report from Agartala said hundreds of people gathered on either
side of the India-Bangladesh border at Akhaura, on the occasion of
International Mother Language Day to commemorate the historic

movement on this date in Dhaka.

“February 21, which was later given the honour of International
Mother Language Day, was jointly observed by the people of both
India and neighbouring Bangladesh and this kind of joint celebration
would bring people of two sides closer,” Bangladesh MP Obaidul

Muktadir

Chowdhury said while addressing the function.
As the programme went on, many cultural activists just crossed
over to Bangladesh side and took part in cultural performances.

Artistes dance at the eve.

_ = _r=ll-|_* -

e p—

; T |' = 2 "
- E J. iy = - |

PHOTO: GOLAM MAHBUB

Abdus Salam Bulu, president of Manikganj District
Shangskritik Oikya Parishad; Gazi Kamrul Huda Selim;
Azaharul Islam Arzu, president of Communist Party of Ban-
gladesh; Prodip Hore, president of Udichi Shilpi Goshthi's
local unit; Dipak Kumar Ghosh, advisor to Shangskritik
Biplobi Shangha; Mir Moksed Alam, president of Khelaghar;
Professor Ajit Roy; Laxmi Chatterji, chairman of Jatiya
Mahila Sangstha; Nazrul Islam, president of Chhatra Union
and Mohiduzzaman Mohid, general secretary of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League, addressed the gathering.

The speakers demanded a reform of the Shilpakala Acad-
emy's moribund Manikganj unit. They urged the Deputy
Commissioner to take necessary steps or, they added, they

would go in for tougher measures.
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