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Anisul Hoque is a versatile author -- with his repertoire covering
novels, poetry, plays and even screenplay. Hoque, who is an assis-
tant editor at the daily Prothom Alo, has also amassed a large fan
following through his 'Godyo-Cartoon' articles.

trious writing career, including the City Bank Anondo Alo Award,
Khalekdad Chowdhury Award, Khulna Writers Club Award, Poet
Mozammel Hoque Foundation Award, Sukanto Award and the
Euro Children’s Literature Award. He also received the Bachsas
Award and Tenashinas Award as a playwright. The Daily Star

editors?

-- Anisul Hoque

started writing, [ asked Sayeed Sir why he doesn't get awards.
When my books started coming out, I thought to myself “who am
[ to get an award, when Sayeed Sir hasn't received one yet!”. Then
he received the Magsaysay Award for literature -- which we con-
sider to be the Nobel Prize of Asia. But still Bangla Academy did
not award him. So I started hoping that maybe Sayeed Sir and 1
would get the award the same year. It is a dream fulfilled. Having

Hoque: I've been coming to the fair since 1984-85. Compared to
those times, Dhaka city and its population both have grown, but
the space inside the Bangla Academy has shrunk. The fair used to
stretch near the pond inside; but buildings have been erected at
the spot. It is amazing how the authorities are being able to main-

“Koinna” is one of Prachyanat's acclaimed productions.

JAMIL MAHMUD
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a half decade. The troupe is celebrating its

15th anniversary today through a two-day
show, titled “Andorjatra” (literary, “journey
within”) at the Experimental Theatre Hall,
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changing. Now, I would love to regard myself as some-
one who comes up with concepts, instead of a direc-

artistically arresting, but conceptually more engag-
ing. If we don't come up with something new, our
work will fail to stir the audiences’ interest.

Was “Raja...ebong Onnano” a challenge for you?
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The exhibition was an effort to build awareness on our heritage.
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Venue: Bengal Gallery o Fine Ars, E?angla Academy J'!.LWHI'(_L conferred on him for his Eﬂl‘ltl‘lhl‘lt{ﬂﬂﬁ 0  oedle masaileting enough. edire G%I_l’?ﬁ' racriyanat nas proauce “Raja...ebong Onnano”. I feel that we need a new Single Epuu-d:lw |
Dhanmondi literature. He received several other awards throughout his illus- What do you think of this year's book fair? some acclaimed Pfﬂ}’-i' over the last one and kind of theatre. A kind of theatre that might not be it l:rr |
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T e g ow many books by you have been published at this year's in the capital. [ believe a good stall arrangement has given the fair . . . Sonargaon -- surrounded by the ruins of Maciial Prokran
Venue: Ramnar Batomul Ekushey Book Fair? P g introduci ng the audience to the world ﬂf earlier. There is use of metaphors in the play, and I i ol Zantial M el st pre Mighal 5_usum rog | me
N teb ] AT - T SO B ; ' wanted to see Tagore's “Raja” from a more realistic On February 18, an exhibition was held as Lo P 2 Squ: Ba
Time: 10am | oque: Three novels and a compilation of small stories have Do you feel that the fair space should be extended? Prﬂchyﬂﬂﬂn the tro upe's leader Azad Abul il a tHbute o Panam Nagar. the magnificent monuments, tombs and palaces -- gives it Alam and Abida
(T P Tl SELONIT Y6 IROVR S { SOt Ois RIS pul Vs ot Hogque:1 feel that stich 2 small venue cannot accommadate s Kalam talked about its early days, ideology Niury cemnitlcx Prachyamat t he anidcal los e old township. Painters were inspired to a good chance of being a successful edu- s
. ey “Jara Bhor Enechhilo”; Somoy Prokash published “Na Manushi book fair in a city of 20 million. However, Somoy Prokashoni propri- ; : v [hY % y pe. i oaeh ﬂ';e fiiint citiantdin cational and recreational centre. Since the
| Seoup Art Eyintian Jomin” and “Bhalobasha Dot Com” was published by Pearl and achievements. our thoughtss P ary

Title: A tribute to Panam Nagar
Organiser: The Arts Coundl Dhaka
Venue; Khazana Restaurant, R-55,

Publications. Kakoli Prokashoni meanwhile published the short
stories, titled "Oshomapto Chumboner 19 Bochhor Por”. Besides,

Kono Maney Hoy Na',

etor Farid Ahmed disagrees. I think the fair should be moved to a
larger venue -- with better access and car parking facilities. It should
be a book fair of international standards. The Bangla Academy

venues -- for North and South Dhaka -- should host the fair.

An “uncompromising attitude” was instrumental
behind the initiation of Prachyanat. Do you think

Prachyanat feels that the way s/he sees art is different

Azad: If you say so, then [ must say that this hap-
pened because of the sacrifices made by some peo-

How much do you think Bangladeshi theatre has

remnant of this architectural gem in Ban-
gladesh. This 19th century relic of British

rekindled memories of a bygone era.

township is owned by the Government of
Bangladesh and is mostly unoccupied,

trading centre grew up under the influ-

. : : S : ; issance is a unique historical site that ~enovating the structures to accommo- Pathshala
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Play
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these stories now collect dust in someone's
forsaken collection.

would a child want to rummage old, decaying
termite shelters of books with a few badly

drawn or no images?

. Beetle Baily

by Mort Walker
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theme of good overcoming evil is universal. tors should get involved Sylhet chapter of Geetabitan Bangla- dT 3 ' 3 ZL 3 “1_11 i i ry 6:00 pm. 11:00pm
. ; ; : and others spoke, with the direct
“These tales are true to our roots, our heri- “Most importantly, schools and parents desh recently organised a melodious n s 8p 5 wi ir . or 5
tage. Like the story of 'Monimala': Deep below should introduce children to these stories. If session of Tagore sorigs at a Sylhet of Ehe S?lht.a.t o i GEEFahltaH' s P l TALKSHOW
: ' ditorium Animesh Bijoy Chowdhury, in the T
the surface of water is the palace of a sea god your grandparents had narrated these stories G ' : chalrRendvied cultarala it v s b ATN BANGLA 12:00am  Zero Hour
and everything in that enchanted domain is when you were a kid, you should pass them Tagore researcher Agnibha A ' S N i ; 3 > 08:00pm  BomomalarEtikotha  12:30am  Ekusher Pongktimala
. Y Bandopadhyay, also Associate Profes- minul 1slam Lhowdhury con- Yo = 12:30am  Lead News BANGLAVISION

made of snakes. This reference to snakes con- & inti % : . : s

eols . 1 reieren 511 I A folk-themed pﬂll'l'lll'lg by Abdus Shakoor Shah. on to your next generation. sor of Rabindra Bharati, kept the audi- ducted the function while young . CHAMNEL i 09:05pm  Omoroter Shiromaoni
veys what this species meant to the people Makes sense. If we can do that, Konkabotis ’ - S = 09:40am  Tritio Matra Rtv

. \ ence enthralled with the rendition of
and Kajolrekhas won't be elbowed by songe suchas, “Aguner Poroshmoni

EMEIEIE_HES ail; I;:tle EEE?IdS' Szu.ﬂranl, Al Chhoao Praney”, "Dariey Achho Tumi
.l_lﬂl'El.Ill would t : e a bre : rom t E.ll' etern Amar Gaan-er Oparey” and “Jogoter

bickering and smile at their newly gained and

much deserved readership.

artistes of the organisation pre-
sented renditions.

The guests later handed over certifi-
cates to the students of Geetabitan.

living in this land; Monosha, the snake god-
dess, reigned supreme in medieval Bengal.
This was more or less an oral tradition and
between the late 19th and mid 20th century;,
this tradition reached its zenith. This period

was more like a Bengali renaissance, and
roopkotha was made hugely popular by
Upendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury and
Dakshinaranjan Mitra Majumder. Specifically,
Majumder's 'Thakurmar Jhuli' became an

inseparable part of growing up.”

Why are these fables losing ground then?
Professor Sayeed's response: “For a number of
reasons. First of all, I believe it is the responsi-
bility of schools to get children acquainted
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