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PADMA BRIDGE PROJECT

Govt moves to

axe WB deal

Draft reaches PMO

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

said an official of the Economic Relations

Despite strong opposition from within,
the government has moved to cancel the
loan deal for the Padma bridge project
with the World Bank to clear the way foran

agreement with Malaysia or other poten-

tial donors.

A high-level meeting at the Prime
Minister's Office last week made a "verbal
decision" to cancel the %$1.2-billion deal,

Department (ERD).
“We're looking into the matter to see if

there will be any legal complications
should the deal be scrapped. We have also
taken the opinion of the ministry con-
cerned,” added the official, requesting
anonymity.

The Bridge Division on Thursday sent a

report to the PMO, detailing the overall
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Driver, two
helpers killed

by their truck!

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A driver and his two assis-
tants were crushed under
the wheels of their truck
when a covered-van
rammed into the vehicle
parked beside Dhaka-
Chittagong highway in the
capital's Jatrabari early
yesterday.

The deceased are driver
Jalal, 32, and his assistants
Rubel, 18, and Jasim, 32.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Politics lacks
trust, tolerance

Leaders get critical of themselves

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of different political parties have stressed the
need for mutual trust and understanding among politi-
cal parties to build a prosperous Bangladesh in light with
the spirit of the Liberation War.

The nation remains far removed from its expected goal
even four decades into independence owing to a lack of
mutual trust and understanding among political parties,

they observed yesterday at a seminar “Achievements,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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In this photo shot on Friday, workers at Mahasthan Haat in Bogra are washing potatoes to give them a shiny
look in the hope that more customers will be attracted and sales will be good. Low prices in the local market
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'NOT BASED ON BIBLE’

Rick Santorum challenges
Obama's Christian beliefs

are now a big worry for potato farmers in the northern region.

Gloom despite potato boom

Farmers frown at price prospects

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

Not a crop failure, but a bumper
yield is worrying potato growers in
the country's northern districts.

With their newly harvested
potatoes, farmers fear counting
losses due to low prices in the
local markets. And they are
worried that the prices may fall

further.
A 100-kg sack of potatoes now

sells for around Tk 600 in different
markets in the region. The same
quantity of potatoes sold for Tk
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800to Tk 850 atthis time lastyear.
This correspondent learnt

about the price situation during

recent visits to markets at Taragan;
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

WAR CRIMES TRIAL

PM seeks int'l
support

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday sought all-
out support and
solidarity of the
international com-
munity towards
Bangladesh's initia-
tive for holding the trial of war criminals to
establish truth and justice.

“I hope the world Bangalee community
will carry out their duty to this end,” she
told the inaugural function of the First

International Bengali Conference at
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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JS RESOLUTION

Govt not bound
to enact law

SHAKHAWAT LITON

By passing a private member's
resolution on the war crimes trial
last Thursday, Parliament in fact
expressed its opinion on the mat-
ter. The resolution says: “Parlia-
ment's opinion is that legal provi-
sions be enacted to take action
against those obstructing the war
crimes trial..."And it is not bind-
ing upon the government to move
for enacting a law to implement

this resolution. Rather it is the
government's discretion whether
itwill follow the resolution or not.
However, some ministers,
including Suranjit Sengupta,
since the passage of this resolu-
tion have been claiming that the
government is now bound to

implement the resolution.
But the truth is different. Local

and foreign parliamentary affairs

experts' views do not support
SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Mamata sticks to
her Teesta guns

Tells Indian foreign secy 'no talk of
sharing till waters measured'’

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Paschimbanga Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has told Indian
Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai |
that her state's stance on Teesta
water sharing with Bangladesh
cannot be confirmed until a com-
mission submits a report on the

availability of water, sources said.

The sources said Mamata, during her
meeting with Mathai in Kolkata Saturday,
made it clear that the agricultural interest

government.

and availability of drinking
water in the northern part of
Paschimbanga state was of
paramount importance to her

She said she could not take a
d view on the issue of water shar-
ing before the commission
headed by hydrologist Kalyan
Rudra submitted its report on the quan-
tum of water available in the river round

the year, particularly during the dry
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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Dimensions
of Ekushey

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

The shootings of February
21, 1952 would have rami-
fications no one could
imagine at the time. One
of those ramifications was
a hardening of the
Bangalee nation's resolve
about asserting its demo-
cratic rights within the
state of Pakistan. And that

was most important,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Latvia rejects
Russian as
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2nd language

BBC ONLINE

Campaigners aiming to
make Russian the second
official language of EU
member state Latvia suf-
fered a crushing defeat in
a referendum Saturday
which spotlighted ethnic
divisions in the ex-Soviet
republic.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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