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Three Decades of

Shilpakala Academy

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
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Time: 10:30am onwards

Tithe: Eclats De Bangladesh
Phatographer: Dr. Pierre Clagquin
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Artist: Rubul Amin Kajol

Dhanmondi
Date: Feb9-21
Time: 12pm-8pm

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,

towards the mosque and found Faridee sleep-
ing with his room locked. Returning to the
hotel from prayer at around 10 am, I found
my glum-faced mother.

“Don't you know I need my breakfast
exactly at 9 am because of my health condi-
tion?” -- she asked.

“I know, but the jamaat started late at the
mosque.”

“But Faridee returned way earlier than you
from the mosque.”

“But Faridee...” I stopped mid-sentence and

made my mother believe that he had returned
from the mosque to the hotel right after the
jamaat. He might have also spiced up his story
by saying, "The others must be roaming
around Gangtok after the jamaat.”

life of Shimla-based artist and sculptor
Sanat Kumar Chatterjee. His magnum opus, a
water colour on a 100 foot X 11 foot silk scroll
had found a place in the Guinness Book of
World Records as the world's longest paint-
ing. Chatterjee vividly recalls the proud
moment when he got the news. “I was at a
complete loss for words. The feeling of ela-
tion was incomparable,” says Chatterjee.

His son Him Chatterjee, a professor of
visual art at Himachal Univeristy, unrolls the
blueprint of the large oeuvre. The scroll

zodiac signs. The younger Chatterjee points
out that in addition to being a artist, sculp-
tor, poet and musician, his father is an ama-
teur astrologer.

Sanat Chatterji has a penchant for paint-
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Title: Studied Reflections
Venue: Radius Centre,

announced that within a few days he would

white half-sleeved shirt with combed back
hair appeared at the restaurant exactly at 5
pm. Shykh Siraj had a hunch that this was the
young man who Afzal had been referring to

“From Jahangirnagar University,” was his

patishapta pitha, and another plate of lemon,

onion and cucumber to the mystery man's

table. We were waiting to see what he does.
We expected the obvious -- that he would

it; they also stated that many of Faridee's

Telefilm? Should I add Azad from Azad Prod-
ucts? This article would never be finished if |
had mentioned them all. So why not call this
one only “Our Faridee”. If anyone else wants,

Among his arresting terra cotta sculptures

Lucknow and the first Indian to be appointed

in that post to a government art school.
Haldar was Rabindranath Tagore's grand

nephew. In Chatterji's spacious and airy art

Department of Fine Arts, Government Col-
lege, Shimla, the elder Chatterji now leads a
reclusive existence in Heaun village,
Shimla where he has a studio-gallery and

Sanat Chatterjee (front) is one of the last living pioneers of the Bengal School of Art.

him paralysed on the right side, he is fre-
quently emotional when he talks of the old
days. Often Him has to fill in the blanks

about his father's life and times.
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Agniveena -- were present at the premiere.

French music composer Maurice
Jarre did the music for the film.
Maurice Jarre has received three

and French cultural identities. This

diaspora dilemma is depicted

through a love story in the film.
Apart from Kusum Shikdar and

Ramendu Majumdar speaks at the press conference.
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Latoya Jackson, sister of legend-
ary pop singer Michael Jackson, has
done playback for the film. Popular

shot in France, Thai-
land, India and
Bangladesh.
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Amartya Sen will be a special guest at the
inaugural programme. A London-based
organisation, Bengal International (BI), is

hosting the conference.
A press conference was held yesterday in

this regard at the VIP Lounge of National Press
Club in the capital. Chairperson of BI,
Mohammad Shamsul Haque; one of the
founders of B, Dr. Binoy Bhushan
Chowdhury; joint convenors of the confer-
ence preparatory committee Ramendu
Majumdar and Nasiruddin Yousuff; members
of the same committee Hasan Arif and Selim
SH Chowdhury and Bl representatives from
London, USA, Canada, Dubai and other parts
of the world were present and spoke at the
press conference. Member secretary of the
preparatory committee, Golam Kuddus, con-
ducted the press conference.

Mohammad Shamsul Haque and Nasiruddin
Yousuff will speak at the inaugural
programme. Golam Kuddus will conduct the
inaugural programme.

Four seminars will be held at the Nawab
Nabab Ali Senate Bhaban, University of Dhaka.
Following the inaugural session, a presentation
titled “Bengalis’ Gift to the World” by Dr.
William Radice will be held. Professor Emeritus

Serajul Islam will preside over the seminar.
On the second day (February 20) of the

conference, three seminars will take place at
the venue. Presided over by Professor Rehman
Sobahan, Nobel laureate Professor Amartya
Sen will present the keynote paper,
“Bangaliana: Ekush Shatak” at 10 am while Vice
Chancellor of Visva Bharati University,
Professor Udaya Narayana Singh will speak on
“Bhasha Tumi Kaar: Je Chahey Tahar” at 11:30

Marking 60 years of Language Movement,
eminent Bengalis from across the world will
formally place wreath at Central Shaheed
Minar at 12pm on February 21. A vibrant
cultural programme will also be held at
Rabindra Sarobar Mancho, Dhanmondi at 4
pm. Both expatriate Bengalis and local artistes
will perform at the event.

The conference aims to nourish Bengali
culture and to form Bengali brotherhood
worldwide. The richness of Bengali nation will
be solidified through the concerted efforts of

both expatriate and local Bangladeshis.
Established in London, UK, Bengali

International has branches in America,
Australia and Africa. The organisation has
been working for diffusing Bengali culture
and consolidating Bengali solidarity for the
last 35 years.
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