“ il Amar Ekushely Book

y Fair'12

i Venue: Bangla Academy Premises
| Date: February 1-29

Time: 9am onwards

Morshedul Islam Film

Festival

Organiser: Tapur Tupur
Venue: Nat Mondaol
Date: Feb 16-18

Time: 3:30pm

Solo Photography
Exhibition

Title: Eclats De Bangladesh
Phatographer: Dr. Pierre Claguin
Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka

Date: Feb 17- Mar 1

Three Decades of &

Shilpakala Academy

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy premises
Date: Feb 19- 20

Time: 10:30am onwards

Solo Exhibition

Title: Philosophy of Life

Artist: Rubul Amin Kajol

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,

Dhanmondi
Date:Feb9-21
Time: 12pm-8pm

Theatre

Play: Shesher Kobita

Troupe: Prangane Mor
Venue: Experimental Theatre

Hall, Shilpakala Academy
Date; Feb 17

Solo Exhibition

Artist: Kashinath Salve

Venue: Gallery Cosmos, R-6,
H-115, New DOHS, Mohakhali
Date:Feb7-20

Time: 11am-8pm

Group Art Exhibition
Title: Studied Reflections
Venue: Radius Centre,
Gulshan-1

Date: Feb 10-Mar 2

Time: 10am-8pm
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turns author

A CORRESPONDENT
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Popular TV actress Ishita is set to make her
debut as an author at this year's Ekushey book
fair. Her first book “Nirobe” has been pub-

lished by Shobdo-Shilpo Prokashoni.
On the book, Ishita says it is the story form

of a TV drama that she wrote in 2008. The play
was aired then and has four to five characters,
she adds.

Ishita began practicing her writing skills
during her childhood, with teen magazine
Kishor Tarokalok featuring several of her sto-
ries. However, “Nirobe” is her first serious work,

Ishita adds.
Apart from acting, Ishita is busy directing TV

dramas and writing new screenplays for TV. So
far she has written 11 plays for television and
wants to try her hand at more serious forms of
writing if she can manage the time. Although
the artiste is keen to visit the book fair, she is
busy taking care of her ailing grandmother. But
Ishita asserted she intends to go to the fair
whenever she can get time off.

ENTERTAINMENT

Azizul Hakim - once active on theatre with Aranyak -
began his journey on television with a small role in the
80s. He earned bigger roles as his career grew more
dynamic, dominating the TV screen throughout the 90s.
After all these years, Azizul Hakim continues to perform
both on TV and the silver screen, along with stints as a
director. The veteran artiste recently chatted with The
Daily Star (TDS) and his fans at DS Cafe.

TDS: You were once a good football
player. Would you choose a career in
sports if you did not become an actor?

Azizul Hakim: [ had such plans, while it
was also my father's dream. He was a
football player himself and he always
patronized my footballing ambitions. I
played football for my school and college
as well as taking it to the professional
stage by playing for Victoria Sporting Club
in Dhaka First Division football. Undoubt-
edly, I would become a professional foot-
ball player if I didn't enter the world of
acting.

Fardin, Dhaka: Was becoming an actor
your childhood dream?

Azizul Hakim: [ always had an aspiration
of becoming an actor. Cinerna was a major
source of entertainment at that time, and
watching the favorite stars on the screen
always inspired me. Anyway, the chance to
work on the stage came to me while [ was
playing football. I joined Arannyak in 1977.
Thanks Fardin for your question.

TDS: Does it cause you pain that
cricket is more popular than football
now?

Azizul Hakim: No there is no such
regret. We also had a glorious past in foot-
ball when players like Salahuddin and
Gazi bhai played on the field. They were
the star footballers of that time. Football
used to be the most popular sport in our
country. Cricket earned its place gradu-
ally. Hockey also used to be a popular
choice before. But I think patronization is
a crucial thing in sports. Cricket started
drawing more patrons than football at one
point. When our cricket team claimed its
spot in the international arena, we leaned
further towards the game. Football, how-
ever is yet to make a major leap. Our foot-
ball in the global arena has gone stale.

TDS: Are you involved in any social
welfare projects?

Azizul Hakim: I'm not directly involved,
but I participate whenever I get the
chance. Whenever there is a natural disas-
ter, we artistes collect funds for those
affected. We collected donations for the
Sidr victims.

Lonny, Dhaka: Do you read novels? How
would you feel if you had the chance to
portray a character from a book?

Azizul Hakim: Reading books is my
hobby. I always carry a book with me at
shootings. Whenever I get a break, [ indulge
in the pages of a book. For your informa-
tion, I've already played roles from a book. I
would love to do it again in the future.

Sagar Chowdhury, Sylhet: From a vet-
eran's perspective, how much respect do
you think the young actors have for each
other?

Azizul Hakim: I feel that the rookies and
the veterans in the acting world have a very
friendly relationship. Mutual respect is
greater in the theaters, as it is the place
which teaches the basics of acting.

Towhid, Comilla: Nowadays TV dramas
use a mutated form of language like
"khaichho, gechho". What is your opinion
on this?

Azizul Hakim: [ want the use of proper
language to be practiced on the dramas
and am against the practice of colloquial
tones. I strongly believe this practice will
not last, as viewers will always want the
proper form of language.

Mahbubur Rahman Khan,
Brahmanbaria: Do you remember your
performance on the drama 'Shomoy
Oshomoy"?

Azizul Hakim: Definitely. Thank you for
mentioning the play. I played the role of
Haradhon in the play - which was written

by Mamunur Rashid. Raisul Islam Asad,
Hanif Sangket and Chompa acted with me
in the drama.

Riaz Khan, Dhaka: You always manage
to blend in with the character you play.
How is it possible?

Azizul Hakim: Acting is my passion and
profession. I always try to blend in with
the character and think of nothing else
during acting. Thanks for your observa-
tion.

TDS: You and Zinat both work in the
same field. Does it create any friction?

Azizul Hakim: No it helps us instead.
We have a better understanding of each
other.

Asif, Rangpur: You were once active
with the theatre. Did you go abroad to
perform?

Azizul Hakim: I began my journey with
Theatre Group Arannyak and I am still a
member. | visited England, UUSA and many
other countries to perform on stage.

Ripon, Jagannath University: Where is
your native home?

Azizul Hakim: I hail from Comilla.

Tithi, Dhaka: Do you go to the Ekushey
book fair?

Azizul Hakim: There was a time when I
regularly visited the fair. This year I plan
on going even if [ just manage a single day
for it.

Polly, Barisal: Class Six to Ten, or Inter-
mediate to University, which life do you
prefer?

Azizul Hakim: I prefer the former. The
time of pure youth and teenage spirit.
Those were wonderful times. I often wish
of going back to those days. The teenage
years are the golden period in a person's
life.

Tuli, Rajshahi: How much of a friend
can parents be for a child?

Azizul Hakim: Anyone can see their
parents as complete friends. Friendly
relations with parents is always a good
thing. All sons and daughters should
remember that there is no one as close to
them as their parents.

Kamrul Islam Mamun, Dhaka:
Our rivers and environment are
under threat. What ways are there
to escape the impending dangers?

Azizul Hakim: Thank you for ask-
ing such an important question.
I'm as concerned as you are about
the decaying state of our rivers.
The environment is also being
polluted for many reasons. How-
ever, we can be optimistic regard-
ing the works of some pro-
environment organisations. But
the fact remains that we all have to
be aware and cautious on the issue
- for protecting the environment.

Sharmin Sultana, Patuakhali: Is acting
your passion or profession?

Azizul Hakim: It is both.

Nazmul Ahmed, Uttara, Dhaka: What is
your definition of love?

Azizul Hakim: Everyone has their own
definition. The pain of not getting what
you want is love.

TDS: What do you do in leisure hours?

Azizul Hakim: I hardly get any time off.
The little I get, I choose to spend at home.
[ give time to my children and wife. I like
to watch movies and listen to music. Some-
times [ also get the chance to travel.
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Manipuri Theatre's e . SEE s i
Kohe Birangana and When eyes sparkle, diamonds gleam... [asal S

02:40  Tele-film: Golpo ;
07:50  Special Drama Z Studio

07:15 Memoirs of a Geisha

Oshukh-e
09:30  Driven to Kill

01:30  Bangla Feature Film

: : B, Wul | . o b S
Shree Krishna Kirtan 7 SR P V=Y) A A T B =

e 0630  Mussical Programme: 11:40  Just Like Heaven
Tanana HBO
g 0 0 n I a I Fione DLNe SIS nes - Drllke
Foirest 0145  Crank: HighVoltage
STAFF CORRESPONDENT BANGLAVISION 03:30 She's the Man
............................................................................................................ z 10:10 BhaloThakun 05:45  Along Came Polly
11:05  Amader Rannaghar 07:35  Crocodile Il: Death Roll
Manipuri Theatre will hold two shows of its productions “Kohe Birangana” 06:35  Gaan 0 Fun 0930  Devil

and “Shree Krishna Kirtan” at the International Manipuri Literature and
Cultural Festival to be held in Guwahati, Assam in India. The Bangladeshi
troupe will hold the shows on February 18 and 19. Moreover, the troupe
will hold a couple of more shows of the plays in other places in Assam and
Tripura during its ten-day tour.

Chief of the troupe Shuvashis Sinha informed that the local Bishnupriya
Manipuri Writers Forum in Guwahati will organise the festival, where
Manipuri communities from Bangladesh and India will uphold their
ethnic identity through different cultural performances.

Both the Manipuri Theatre productions have been written and directed
by Shuvashis.

“Kohe Birangana” is based on Michael Madhusudan Dutt's “Birangana
Kabya”. The play articulates four verses among 11 from the original text.
The play features agony of female characters from the epic “Mahabharat”-
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Foorti Unlimited

abc radio FM 89.2

(he-00 Bhorer Janalay
(400 Mukhorito Jiboney Bumper to Bumper
12:00 Darun Dupurey 00 Club Foorti

{3:00 [uranto Bikeley 07:00
RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

0700 shajer Maya G- 00) Garean Fi

04:00 Raat-er Akashey Good Morning Dhaka
11:00 bodper Shesh Ne (i) Hach Back

RADIO FOORTI slamic Program
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- Shakuntala, Draupadi, Dushala and Jona. In Vidushi light (left). Girija Devi has reached unmatched heights of excellence in Indian classical music. On ATN Bangla at

Jyoti Sinha played the four characters. Other performers, who helped : ; ] ; _ : 11:00pm
Jyoti in chorus, were Smriti Sinha, Shukla Sinha, Sunanda Sinha and SADYA AFREEN MALLICK reached its heights in the eastern kingdom of khayal and tappa.” Sharma from Panjab, U Mukherjee, e
BhafialokkhiSinha., == T e e the Nawab of Oudh at Lucknow. The thumri The queen of thumri, khayal, kajri, chaiti, Suranjana Bose, Dipanjana Bose, Mansi ki ranan

found a second home on the banks of the
holy Ganga in the city of Benaras where the
sentiments of this music found roots that
have given it its distinctive genre.

“In my opinion, a woman reaches her
peak potential to sing classical at 60, while
for men it could extend to around 80 plus,”
she says. "But by the grace of the Almighty I
still love to sing and render live
performances.”

The urge to extend one's career should
not be dictated by monetary reasons but
rather by passion for the arts. And the art
form itself can survive if there is a healthy

hori, tappa, jhulan and bhajan, Girija Devi
effortlessly sings khayal of Benaras gharana
but performs the thumri in purabi ang

Mukherji and others”.

Besides her career on the stage, Girija Devi
has also taught music at the Benaras Hindu
typical to the tradition. When asked about University during the early 1990s. She has
her parampara or gharana (school of also been a faculty at the ITC Sangeet
thought), Girija Devi elaborates on the Senia  Research Academy(SRA) in Kolkata since its
and Benaras gharana. The alaap of dhrupad  inception in 1977.
and taankari of kheyal is presented in a On the role of ITC SRA, Devi says that it is
shorter form. Tappa can be presented the one and only "gurukuul factory” in India
effortlessly for five minutes and not more. which provides students musical training
This is so because the style holds back with mentors at an institutional level. “The
variations. Rewaz makes the breathing in present executive director Ravi Mathur and
process easier, and along with it comes former directors Vijay Kichlu and Amit
clarity, she says. Mukherjee have all given their heartfelt

On the other hand, “Shree Krishna Kirtan” is adapted from medieval Selim, Borna Mirza

period poet Baru Chandidas' writing with the same title.

Chandidas wrote “Shree Krishna Kirtan” to highlight the
anthropomorphic aspects of Lord Krishna. It was an arduous process as he
had to pore over puran and religious books. In the play, Shuvashis worked
on only seven episodes out of 13 from the original piece.

Jyoti Sinha and Aparna Sinha play as Radha and Krishna respectively.
Shukla Sinha will do another lead character in the play.

[ wasn't sure which of the two were shining
brighter her solitaire diamond nose pin or
her sparkling eyes as she spoke excitedly
about her life in classical music. At 83,
Vidushi Girija Devi shows no signs of slowing
down in her pursuit of performing classical
music as she continues to captivate
audiences the world over. She had come to
perform for the first time in Dhaka. I was
meeting her at an informal setting, to get to
know more of her fascinating decades of
journeying through the music world.

Girija Devi was born in Varanasi, India
in 1929. Well versed in the 18th century

Devil

On HBO at 09:30
Genre: Horror,
Thriller

Cast: Chris Messina,
Caroline Dhavernas

classical khayal, she is the acknowledged bond between the elderly and the young In her long career, she has graced the support without which it would have been Chorkabyo
figurehead vocalist of the Benaras and talents so lessons and traditions can be stage with a number of luminary artistes of an uphill task.” 0L AV S g
Senia gharana classical music. Awarded passed on from one generation to the next,  the era. “I have taken part in the immensely Bangladesh, she says, holds out a lot of c:"""“ s A i
gk y : : G : : : » st: Mamunur ™ _
the prestigious Padma Bhushan in 1989, she adds. successful jugalbandi with the late Shobha promise for classical music. In her words, “I Rashid, ATM P
Girija Devi has been carrying forward the In her own unique way, Girija Devi seems  Gurtu and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi. Shobha feel that students in Bangladesh should be Shamstrzaiian: L :
legacy of the Hindustani Classical Music to have bridged the gap between age and wotlld address me as her bara didi (elder exposed to eminent gurus, workshops and
style for five decades at the highest level of youth in her personality. On the stage, one sister). When I protested (since she was elder lecture demonstration.” ,
excellence. She was also awarded the sees her as the virtuoso performer rendering  to me by 3 years) she said it was not age, but She adds, "Maestros such as Pandit Ajay - —
Padma Shri in 1972, the Sangeet Natak complex ragas with an ease that only comes  rather one's level of genius and talent that Chakravarti, Ustad Rashid Khan, Ustad
Akademi Award in 1977, the Sangeet Natak  with maturity. Off-stage she still maintains defines seniority,” Devi says nonchalantly, Mashkoor Ali Khan, Perveen Sultana and i ke 115 Childs Play3
Akademi Fellowship in 2010, the ITC her childhood hobby of collecting dolls. almost as if she is remembering someone several others have made ITC SRA the (Live) StarWorld
Award and the prestigious Maharashtra She says, “I had a tremendous liking for special rather than something of pride. premier training institute and I have a lot of Rtv tar Wor
Award this year. dolls and would readily memorise 2 to 3 I ask the next natural question who do confidence in the young talent being TR depetate ol
To music lovers, Girija Devi has reached songs so that my father would reward me you see taking up the mantle in the future? groomed there.” IR R Byl BN el

Live :
with a one-rupee doll from the fair. By the She says, “There are several talented She smiles, as if eagerly anticipating the 0345 Lmim T—— ﬁ; ﬂ:r:dﬂ"h

time [ was 5, my interest in music deepened  artistes who are putting in a lot of effort and  arrival of such talents into the music world. 1 0530 GameShowGhar-e 1130 TheBigBang Theory
and [ started to take lessons from vocalist taking talim with me. From Kolkata we have  smile back as if to say, that maybe true but Bairey
and sarangi player Sarju Prasad Misra in Dalia Rahuut and Rupantar Kar; Surendas you'll always be “boro didi” to all. 07:35 R Music

Desh TV Channel
03:00 Live Musical 11:30 Prehistoric Park

ngl‘i?lmmt Pﬂﬂﬂ“‘ﬁ' 03:30 Hega Structures

unmatched heights of excellence in
Hindustani music, notably in renditions of
thumri. This music was first brought into

vogue in the Mughal court of Delhi but National Geographic

A scene from “Kohe Birangana”. PHOTO: MANIPURI THEATRE

. . i 0430 Animals Gone Crazy
Book launch and documentary screening at Gallery Chitrak | T et
Mort Walker’'s 07-45 Fashion Show 10:00  Mega Factories
k (h h : h I : h M z 11:45 Call-er Gaan 12:00 Mad Scientists
Kan npa highlights Mro community Deet) Diganta TV Discovery Channel
a a a pa g g 0 0 u ee e 11:30  Mele Dhori lchchheguli ~ 17:30 How DoThey Doit
STAFF CORRESPONDENT Some worthy reviews have added 04:30  Durantto Khobar 03:30  1Shouldn't Be Alive
.................................................... a significant aesthetic dimension to 08:00  Drama Serial: 05:30  Wildest India
the book. Professor Syed Azizul (hhayaghatok 08:30  Manvs. Wild
A book titled “Mro” was launched Haque's informative article has 11:10  Aalo Chhayar Aayna 10:30  One Man Army
on February 13 at Gallery Chitrak in added unique value to the book. He (Live) 1130 GetQut Alive
Dhanmondi. The book focuses on has striven to depict the major chap- Maasranga Television BBC World
Kanak Chanpa Chakma's creative ters of Kanak Chanpa's creative life, 0230 Ichchhe GaanerDupur  11:00  BBCWarld News

life and various aspects of the Mro
community. For the last 17 years,
Kanak Chanpa has been working on
the Mro community. She has drawn
166 paintings on the community
which focused on their lifestyle,
religions, cultivation practices, cul-
ture and tradition. The book has

mode of expression and technique.
Social activist, writer and envi-
ronmentalist Singyoung Mro has
extensively written on the Mro com-
munity and the artist's fondness for
ethnic society. The writer said, "I am
mesmerised by Chakma's paintings.
She has visited several Mro villages

DRAMA SERIAL
ATN BANGLA Boishakhi TV

09:20pm  Motijheel C/A 08:10pm  Onno Shokal

WM

11:00pm  Hawai BANGLAVISION
Mithai 09:45pm  Gulshan Avenue

LT. FUZZ REALLY
GETS INTO SPRING
CLEANING!

ntv Rty
08:15pm  Rupkotha 08:15pm  Chorkabyo

Guests at the book launch.

been jointly published by Gallery life in its diversity of the Mro people  ing director of Gallery Chitrak, artist  to paint them. As a result, the 09:45pm  Kobi 09:00pm  Oloshpur
Chitrak and Arzo Chalchitra. of the Hill Tracts. There are only and TV personality Mustafa themes are not artificial. She has ETV Desh TV
Khalid Mahmud Mithu's 35 min- about 22,000 people in Bandarban. Monowar, Professor Emeritus captured the Mro lifestyle and cul- 09:30pm  Rongila 08:15pm  Kuashar Ondhokar
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Anisuzzaman, artists Rafiqun Nabi,
Monirul Islam, Shahid Kabir, Abul

utes documentary “Shopnoropon” Mijarul Kayes, Secretary, Ministry
was also screened at the programme.  of Foreign Affairs and Stephen

ture by being with them. Her paint-
ings reflect their daily joy and sor-

NEWS BULLETIN

The dncmnentary is based on Kanak  Priesner, UNDP country director Barq Alvi, Mohammad Iqhﬂl; writer row, pangs of sepa_raﬁﬂn_ tears, love BTV BANGLAVISION

Chanpa's own thoughts and con- jointly unveiled the book. Ali Imam, among others, were pres-  and romance, valour, heroism, live- News (Bangla) at 8:00 am News {Bangla) at 7:30am.

cerns about the Mro. It features the Mohammad Moniruzzaman, manag- ent at the programme. lihood and more.” ﬁﬂsﬁrﬂfﬁﬁm hsggglmﬁm e
4:00 pm, 10:00 pm. Mews Headlines (Bangla) at

Late Night News (Bangla and 10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.
Englesh) 11:30 pm. (To be Mews (English) at 6:00pm

telecast on all Bangla Hiv
channels). Mews (Bangla): 2:30 pm,
CHAMMEL-i 4:30 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:30 pm,
| I\ w\ News (Bangla): 7:00 am, 10:30 pm, 12:30 am
QW) 'V J 9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 900 pm, v
-4" 1 ; - 4 & 10:30 pm, 12:30 am Mews (Bangla):7:30am,
. V rﬁ ﬂ : f y pﬁ ﬂrj_ ATN BANGLA 12:02pm, 2:00pm, 7:30pm,
;. — : ) NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
e R — - i 10:00 pm, 11:00 pm, 1:00 ETV
e e Gallerie Apex celebrated am, 4:00 am News (Bangia): 9:00am,

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm 11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
News (English): 9:00 am, 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,
6:00 pm. 11:00pm

Galloia Valentine's Day through a
day-long programme filled

A Valéntine'
EE}_(_. nes DayParty with music and fun at Water

. _ : - 3 : _ Kingdom amusement park.

TALK SHOW
ATN Bangla BANGLAVISION

12:30am  Lead News 12:05pm  Moha Shatto
CHANNEL i Al-Quran
01:00am  Tritio Matra 09:05pm  Moner Kotha

Boishakhi TV Desh TV

Over 200 couples took part
in the celebration. Among
other programmes, the
event featured DJ show and
musical performances.
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12:00am  Zero Hour Mukharota
Rtv Maasranga Television
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