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Storybook ending

I/ 4 Football

AP, Libreville

Zambia returned to the scene of its worst
sporting tragedy to make it a place of unre-
strained joy after winning a nerve-racking
African Cup of Nations final Sunday on
penalties over tournament favourite Ivory
Coast.

Stophira Sunzu scored the deciding sud-
den-death spot-kick after Gervinho missed
for the Ivorians, giving Zambia a 8-7 win on
penalties after the teams were locked at 0-0
through 120 minutes.

Zambia's first African title came, poi-
gnantly, in Libreville and just a few kilome-
ters from where almost the entire Zambian
team was killed in a plane crash 19 years ago
off the coast of the Gabon capital.

In a game of relentless drama and high
emotion, the most significant moment was
perhaps when Kalusha Bwalya, a member of
the tragic team who was not on the ill-fated
aircraft in 1993 and is now Zambia's football
federation president, lifted the Cup of
Nations trophy up in one hand on the pitch,
almost defiantly.

It was Zambia's first game in Libreville
since that the plane crash.

“There was a sign of destiny, a force
within us. Maybe it was meant to be,” Zam-
bia coach Herve Renard said. “I can't explain
it, honestly I can't explain it. Something was
written in the stars. [t was not me.”

Ivory Coast captain Didier Drogba also
missed a 70th-minute penalty to send the

dramatic decider to extra time and then a
shootout and boost Zambia's feeling that
they were meant to win the African Cup here.

This was his second miss from the spot
after he had a penalty saved in the
quarterfinal win over Equatorial Guinea.

After both sides made their first seven
penalties, Kolo Toure gave Zambia a chance
at victory when his effort was saved by Ken-
nedy Mweene. But Kalaba Rainford sent his
effort high over the crossbar.

But Arsenal's Gervinho faltered as well
and Sunzu made no mistake when it was his
turn, drilling his penalty past Boubacar
Barry for the title-clinching moment that
capped a compelling, storybook ending.

The Zambians, who had watched the final
few penalties on their knees with arms
linked, erupted in joy and chased after
Sunzu.

Sunzu ran to the team's fans behind the
goal to begin the celebrations. The current
players had pledged to return to Libreville
and win their first major trophy to honour
the 25 Zambian players and officials who
died in the crash,

The Gabonese fans at a packed Stade de
I'"Amitie were also won over and were chant-
ing “Chipolopolo,” the Zambian team's
nickname, at the end. It was more than justa
neutral crowd backing the underdog. The
home fans seemed to be offering their sup-
port after the Zambians lost so many players
just off their shores.

Drogba hit his regular-time penalty way
over the crossbar after Gervinho was fouled,
and then looked up at the sky in frustration.
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Zambia players celebrate with the trophy after their victory over Ivory Coast in the Africa Cup of Nations final at the Stade de L'amitie in

Libreville on Sunday.

Apology will
end Tevez
exile

AFP, Birmingham

Manchester City manager
Roberto Mancini has told
Carlos Tevez that an apol-
ogy over his touchline tan-
trum might be enough to
end his exile.

Tevez is reported to have
said he will return to Man-
chester on Tuesday after
spending the last few
months back home in
Argentina following his row
with Mancini during a
Champions League tie
against Bayern Munich in
September.

The Argentina forward
has not played for City since
he refused to warm up dur-
ing the Bayern defeat and he
was expected to leave the
Premier League club during
the January transfer window.

However, City were
unable to agree a deal with
AC Milan, Inter Milan and
Paris Saint Germain and
Tevez has now indicated he
is ready to resume his career
with City.

Mancini, who saw his side
return to the top of the table
with a 1-0 win over Aston
Villa on Sunday, had previ-
ously insisted Tevez would
never play for him again, but
he now appears to have
softened his stance.

"My reaction is always the
same. Carlos knows the
situation, we are here and it
depends on him," Mancini
told Sky Sports.

"Carlos knows the situa-
tion from September, we
don't have any problem.”

Asked if an apology was
still what City were waiting
for, the Italian added: "Yes,
it's possible. For Carlos’
situation, we know what can
happen.”
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Real go 10 clear

AFP, Madrid

Cristiano Ronaldo hit his
sixth hat-trick of the season
as Real Madrid took a huge
step towards winning La
Liga on Sunday, coming
from behind to beat
Levante 4-2 and open a 10-
point lead over Barcelona.

After Gustavo Cabral
gave Levante a surprise early lead, Ronaldo
got his first from the penalty spot following a
handball by Vicente Iborra, who was also
dismissed for his second yellow card.

Ronaldo headed home a Gonzalo
Higuain cross after 49 min-
utes and then completed his
hat-trick with a wonderful
30-yard strike which flew into
the roof ofthe net.

An Arouna Kone header
briefly gave a glimmer of
hope for Levante but Karim
Benzema slotted in a fourth
for Real after 65 minutes.

While Barcelona, beaten
3-2 by Osasuna on Saturday,
have stuttered on their trav-
els, Real have been in omi-
nous form winning 19 of 22
games and scoring 75 goals
which has put them on course for their first
league title since 2008.

Levante are the only team along with Bar-
celona to have beaten Real this season and
when Cabral headed home a free-kick, which
flicked off Sergio Ramos, after just four min-
utes, Real must have feared another setback.

But Ronaldo's penalty, a minute before
the break, helped settled their nerves.

Valencia moved eight points clear of the
chasing packin third place with an emphatic
4-0 victory over relegation-threatened
Sporting Gijon which brought to an end a
run of five league games without a win.

Second-from-bottom Sporting started

RESULTS

Espanyol 0 Real Zaragoza 2 (Da Silva
55, Carlos 90+4)
Rayo Vallecano 2 (Michu 34, Diego
Costa 64) Getafe 0
Malaga 3 (Seba 11, Toulalan 55,
Rondon 69) Real Mallorca 1 (Pereira 4)

Valencia 4 (Feghouli 34, Botia 73-0q,
Jonas 9041, 90+-2) Sporting Gijon 0
Villarreal 3 (Ruben 12, Borja Valero 64,
Julio Cesar 74-0g) Grenade 1 (Lopez 50)
Real Madrid 4 (Cristiano Ronaldo 45-
pen, 50, 57, Benzema 66) Levante 2
{Cabral 5, Kone 63)

solidly under coach Inaki Tejada in his sec-
ond game in charge, but after a cagey open-
ing spell Valencia had the first chance with
Aritz Aduriz firing wide.

Then Sofiane Feghouli gave them the
opener after 33 minutes with a fine finish
from aJeremy Mathieu cross.

Sporting were unable to bounce back and
Aduriz missed another excellent opening
before the break while, after the restart,
Valencia dominated the match as the visi-
tors' rearguard was unable to cope.

A deflected Feghouli shot off Alberto
Botia gave Valencia a two-goal cushion and
then in injury time substitute Jonas
Goncalves bagged a double to add gloss to
the win.

The teams are now bunch-
ing up below Valencia with
Espanyol still level with
Levante on 32 points after
losing 2-0 at home to
Zaragoza.

Atletico Madrid are a point
behind after they drew 0-0
away to Racing Santander and
level with Osasuna and Malaga
who beat Mallorca 3-1.

Villarreal continued their
upturn in form under new
coach Jose Francisco Molina
and their 3-1 victory over
Granada was their third win in four games
with the other match a 0-0 draw with Barce-
lona.

Marco Ruben put the home side ahead after
16 minutes from a tight angle but there was
little between the teams and Inigo Lopez was
unluckyto see aheader come back offa post.

After the break Lopez headed Granada
level and the home fans were becoming frus-
trated when Borja Valero volleyed Villarreal
backin frontwith a moment of magic.

Still Granada looked to battle back but an
own-goal from goalkeeper Julio Cesar, who
punched the ball into his own net, gave a
scoreline that flattered Villarreal.

Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo is ecstatic after scoring his second goal
against Levante during their Primera Liga encounter at the Santiago Bernabeu on

Sunday.
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City ride on Lescott

AFP, London

. Manchester City moved
' back to the top of the Pre-
mier League as Joleon
Lescott's goal clinched a
- hard-fought 1-0 win over
AstonVillaon Sunday.

Roberto Mancini's side had surrendered
pole position to Manchester United after
their bitter rivals' 2-1 win against Liverpool
on Saturday, but City underlined their deter-
mination to wrestle the title from Old
Trafford with a gritty victory in freezing
temperatures atVilla Park.

Lescott struck midway through the sec-
ond half to lift City two points clear of
United, while Villa are down to 15th place
after their fifth defeat in their

34th minute when Nigerian striker
Odemwingie sent in a tame shot from the
edge of the area which trickled through
goalkeeper Wayne Hennessey's weak
attempted save.

Wolves equalised against the run of play
through Scotland forward Steven Fletcher,
who fired home from just inside the area on
the stroke of half-time.

Albion regained the advantage in the 64th
minute when defender Jonas Olsson fired
goalwards. Hennessy should have saved
easily but he allowed the shot to squirm over
the line.

Odemwingie got the third in the 77th
minute when he hooked in from close-range
and former Wolves midfielder Keith
Andrews rubbed salt into the wounds when

his shot deflected home in

last seven home matches.
City dominated for long
spells and England winger
Adam Johnson went closest
to breaking the deadlock in
the first half when his long

range effort hit a post.

RESULTS

Aston Villa 0 Manchester City 1
(Lescott 63)
Wolves 1 (Fletcher 45) West Brom 5
(Odemwingie 34, 77, 88, Olsson 64,
Andrews 85)

the 85th minute.

Odemwingie sealed
Albion's biggest win at their
hated rivals’ home since 1962
as he finished off a flowing
counter-attack in the 88th
minute.

Mancini's men had won
just one of their last six away games, but they
ended that barren sequence thanks to
Lescott's predatory effort in the 63rd minute.

Former Villa midfielder Gareth Barry
headed David Silva's corner back across goal
from the far post towards England defender
Lescott, who kept his balance to direct his
hooked shot past Villa goalkeeper Shay
Given.

Villa almost snatched a late equaliser but
Joe Hart made a superb save to deny Darren
Bent from close range.

Earlier on Sunday, West Bromwich Albion
piled on the misery for struggling Wolves as
Peter Odemwingie's hat-trick inspired a 5-1
thrashing of their local rivals in the 'Black
Country' derby at Molineux.

Roy Hodgson's team took the lead in the

Albion are now eight
points clear of the relegation zone, while
Wolves slump into the relegation zone,
below 17th placed Blackburn on goal
difference.

Wolves boss Mick McCarthy apologised
to his club's fans, saying: "It's an understate-
ment to say it's been a disappointing after-
noon. It'sbeenaterrible afternoon.

"It was an awful performance. I don't
often doit, but I apologise for that.”

Odemwingie added: "It's my first hat-
trick in the Premier League, a very tough
league to score in, so I'm very happy
about that.

"And the extra bonus was that it was in the
Black Country derby. We know this game
means a lot to our fans so we're very
delighted.

Novara stun Inter

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan slumped to a fifth
successive game without a
win as rock-bottom Novara
walked away from the San
Siro on Sunday with a stun-
ning 1-0victory.

Andrea Caracciolo scored the only goal of
a game in which the hosts never really got
out of second gear.

Inter have now lost four out of those last
five games -- including their Italian Cup
defeat to Napoli.

Before that they had put seven wins in a
row together but Claudio Ranieri's side have
lost their way and remain six points off the
final Champions League qualification place.

Novara remained bottom despite the
win but are at least level on points with
Cesena above them and now only four
points from safety.

Following last week's disastrous 4-0
capitulation at Roma, Ranieri shifted things
around, playing Diego Milito as a loan
frontman with Dutch playmaker Wesley
Sneijder and Argentine Ricardo Alvarez
behind him.

A slick move on nine minutes saw Alvarez
combine with Esteban Cambiasso and set
up Sneijder whose curling right-foot effort
was saved at full length by away goalkeeper
Samir Ujkani.

Inter were labouring to put any sustained
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pressure on their visitors but dominated the
game nonetheless.

A great move down the left between
Cristian Chivu and Sneijder saw the Dutch-
man's centre across the face of the goal
travel just a yard too far in front of the on-
rushing Milito.

Alvarez created another chance for
Sneijder on 37 minutes as he picked out his
team-mate but the Dutchman's low shot
was saved by Ujkani at his near post.

Santiago Garcia then made a last ditched
tackle to deny Andrea Poli as the Inter
midfielder was about to pull the trigger,
although he was guilty of not taking the
chance first time.

Novara stunned their hosts 10 minutes
into the second period when Caracciolo
created space outside the box and curled a
sumptuous left-foot effort around goal-
keeper Julio Cesar.

Inter were creating little and Cesar was
forced into making an awkward save to push
away Michel Morganella's bouncing volley.

Novara's Ivan Radovanovic was then
dismissed for a second yellow card after
kicking the ball away.

Inter found some urgency late on and
Sneijder ran across the edge of the box
before cracking a shot onto the bar, with
substitute Giampaolo Pazzini crowded out
on the follow-up.

In other games Pablo Barrientos scored a
brace as Catania thumped Genoa 4-0 while
Atalantaand Lecce played out a0-0 draw.

Ballack out
of Barca tie

AFP, Berlin

Ex-Germany captain
Michael Ballack is out of
Tuesday's Champions
League clash with holders
Barcelona as the former
Chelsea star suffered a calf
injury on Sunday and sits
out the Round of 16 tie.

The 35-year-old pulled
up in training with a torn calf
and is definitely out of the
first-leg match in
Leverkusen.

It completed a miserable
weekend for Ballack, whowon
the last of his 98 caps for Ger-
many in March 2010, after he
was left on the bench for the
third match running as
Leverkusen lost 1-0 to Ger-
man league leaders Borussia
Dortmund on Saturday.

Ballack's contract expires
in June and is almost certain
to leave Leverkusen at sea-
son's end after a volatile few
weeks which saw the Ger-
man league club threaten to
ban Ballack's agent Michael
Becker from their stadium.

Becker fell foul of
Leverkusen's director of sport
Rudi Voeller at the start of
February after saying Ballack
was being treated likea 'pawn’
by coach Robin Dutt, who has
repeatedly kept the midfielder
onthebench.

Becker has said Ballack's
options at the end of the
season include going to play
in China, the Middle East or
the United States.
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Who will you support in
this season's BPL?

Sylhet 26.0%
Dhaka 22.7%
Khulna 14.9%
Rajshahi 13.2%
Chittagong 12.9%
Barisal 10.3%

TOTAL VOTES: 551

WEEKLY QUESTION
Are you enjoying the BPL?

Visit the sports page of
www.thedailystar.net to cast vote

Follow The Daily Star Sport on

twitker

www.twitter.com/dssport

BPLT20
Duronto Rajshahi v Sylhet Royals
Time: 2:00pm
Barisal Burners v Dhaka Gladiators
Time: 6:30pm
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium, Mirpur
Premier League
Sk Jamal v Soccer Club, Feni
Time: 3:15pm
Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium



