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Journalists across the country continue programmes demanding arrest and punishment of the killers of Sagar Sarowar, news editor of Maasranga Television, and his wife Meherun
Runi, senior reporter of ATN Bangla. The photos were taken from in front of Picture Palace Intersection in Khulna city, and right, in Munshiganj town yesterday.

Over 200 homeless as fire in
Pabna damages 63 houses

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Fire damaged at least 63
houses at Ulat village in
Sujanagar upazila on
Sunday, leaving over 200

people homeless.
Locals said the fire origi-

nated from the kitchen of
one Abul Kalam Molla at the
village under Manikhat
Unionataround 4:00pm and
spread quickly to the cluster

ofhouses.
Four fire fighting units

from Sujanagar upazila
headquarters and Pabna
town rushed the spot and
extinguished the blaze after
two hours of frantic efforts.
Sujanagar Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) H M
Nurul Islam said the houses
of 62 poor families were
gutted in the fire. The district
administration yesterday
gave Tk 1,000 and 20-kg of
rice to each of the affected

families, the UNO added.
“The houses were made

of straw and very close
together. So, the fire spread
quickly through each one,”
said Pabna fire station offi-
cer Md Shafiul Islam.

Manikhat Union Parishad
Chairman Md Mojibar
Rahman said the affected
families are now living under
open sky. He urged the local
and district administrations
to take necessary steps to

rehabilitate the fire victims.
Members of the Red

Crescent Pabna district unit
also distributed clothes

among the affected people.
UNB adds: Fire gutted

valuables worth Tk 10 lakh at

Chalantika Hotel in Magura

town early Sunday:.
On information, fire

fighters rushed to the spot
and put out the blaze with
the help of local people. Five
people sustained burn inju-
ries as they were trying to
extinguish the fire.

PHOTO: STAR
A devastating fire wreaked havoc on a cluster of houses at Ulat village in Sujanagar upazila
of Pabna district on Sunday evening, rendering over two hundred people homeless.

VACANCY NOTICE

(ERF)” project.

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces a vacancy for the
position of Field Coordinator (Service Contract, SB-3 Level) with “Early Recovery Facility

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual
basis upon satisfactory performance and availability of funds.

For details of the Job Description and instructions to apply for the above position, please visit
our website: http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than on
Tuesday, 28 February, 2012.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Female candidates are encouraged to apply.
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Banned guidebooks
flood markets
in Lalmonirhat

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmnonirhat

Despite ban, illegal guide-
books for school students
have flooded the markets in

the district town.

The books are being sold
openly at different markets
in five upazilas at higher
prices, alleged guardians

and teachers.
One can easily collect

those from the shops at
Railway Bazar Road, Puran
Bazar Road, Station Road,
Thana Road and Mission
Crossing in the town, they

said.
The authorities banned

printing, import, sale and
distribution of all kinds of
notebooks and guidebooks

in April 1980.
Guardians Mobarok

Hossain of Sadar upazila and
Afzal Hossain of Aditmari
upazila alleged that a few
teachers were encouraging
students to buy the guide-
books. The publishers and
booksellers are leading the

malpractice, they said.
Guardians Mominul

Islam of Puran Bazar and
Shohidur Rahman of Thana
Para in the town and teach-
ers Abu Based Miah and
Samsul Islam of Sadar
upazila, told this correspon-

dent that the situation wors-
ened for lack of monitoring

by the administration.
The education board

should take urgent steps to
stop this illegal business,
theyobserved.

A shopkeeper at Railway
Bazar said he had been
selling the guidebooks
since the beginning of the
NewYear.

Many publishers were
printing the books secretly
and selling those in the mar-

kets athigher prices, he said.
Another bookseller in

Aditmari upazila town said
that they charged higher
rates from the buyers as the
books are being sold secretly

besides their high demand.
Ashraf Hossain, a library

owner at Thana Road, said
they suffer a lot for a few
unscrupulous business-
men. Mobile court raids all
libraries, often disrupting

our sale, he said.
A mobile court led by

executive magistrate
Hafizur Rahman fined four
retailers at Railway Bazar
Road a few days ago for
selling the banned guide-

books.

Contacted, the magis-
trate said that the drive will
continue until the illegal
businessistotally stopped.
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4 kidnapped in Rangamati

UNB, Rangamati

Criminals kidnapped four hill people including a union
parishad (UP) member from two villages in Baghaichari
upazila on Sunday night. The victims are Khedamara
union parishad member Samiran Chakma, Pramad
Kanti Chakma, Dhan Bikas Chakma and Jogesh Chakma
of Uluchhari and West Lailla Ghona villages.
Suhrawardy, sub-inspector of Baghaichhari police sta-
tion, said a gang of 20/22 picked up UP member
Samiran Chakma and Pramad Kanti Chakma from their
houses at Uluchhari village at about 10:00pm.
Meanwhile, another group of criminals abducted Dhon
Bikas Cakma and Jogesh Chakma from West Lailla

Ghonavillage at gun point on the same night.

Hujileader arrested

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested an
alleged operative of banned outfit Harkat-ul Jihad (Huji)
from Pabahati village in Sadar upazila early yesterday.
The arrestee, Shaheen Mahmud, 46, son of Abdul Kuddus
of Pabahati village, is a Khulna regional leader of the
outfit. Hamidul Haque, squadron leader of Rab-6, said on
secret information, a team of Rab led by Major Ashraf
raided the house of Shaheen at about 3:30am and
arrested him. They also seized 20 books on jihad, 13 leaf-
lets, a foreign ID card and a passport from his possession.
The arrestee was involved in serial bomb explosions on

21 August, added Haque.

Robber killed in gunfight

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

The law enforcers recovered the body of an alleged robber
from a deep forest adjacent to Ruposhi and Boddar canals
near Jongra Camp in the Sundarbans yesterday. The
deceased, Mukul was killed in a gunfight with his rival
group Abhijit Bahini on Saturday. Two other robbers were
also killed in the gun battle, said police. Pankaj Roy, acting
superintendent of police, said on information, a joint team
of police and coastguards recovered Mukul's body from
the spot in the afternoon. They also recovered 15 bullets

and Tk 12,500 from his possession.

BSFyet toreturn three

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira.

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) is yet to hand over
three Bangladeshi cattle traders to Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB). They were picked up by BSF men
from Khalisha in India opposite to Baikari border in
Sadar upazila on February 4 early morning. The cattle
traders are Abdul Khaleque, son of Abdul Wazed of
Kaliganj Sadar, Azibar Rahman, son of Abdul Mazed
Gazi and Shahinur Rahman, son of Shah Jahan Ali of
village Nalta in Kaliganj upazila. Sources said, the BSF
fired seven gunshots targeting the Indian and
Bangladeshi traders while they were trying to cross the
border with cattle, leaving an Indian national injured on
the day. BSF men then arrested three Bangladeshi cattle

traders from the spot.
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