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Death anniversary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

| Today is the
25th death
anniversary
of poet
Moniruddin
Yousuf.

On the
occasion, a milad mahfil was
held yesterday after Jumma
prayers at a mosque of his
village at Boulai Shaheb Bari
in Kishoreganj, said a press
release.

Yousuf is renowned for
Bengali translation of the
Shahnama, a long epic poem
written by the Persian poet
Ferdowsi.

Obituary

METRO DESK

Emanuel Haq Bhuiyan alias
Haq Bahi, general secretary of
Awami League Banasree unit-
2, died of cardiac arrest at a
city hospital Thursday night at
the age of 48, says a press

release.,
He left behind two daugh-

ters and a host of relatives to
mourn his death.
He was laid to rest in the

city's Banani Graveyard fol-
lowing his namaj-e-janaza at
Banasree Baitul Quddus Jame
Mosque after Juma prayers
yesterday.
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Human chain

Families United Against Road Accident
(Fuara) will form a human chain;
Venue: Jatiya Press Club; Time:
10:00am.

Discussion

Bangladesh Sammilita Peshajibi
Parishad will hold a discussion; Venue:

Jatiya Press Club; Time: 10:30am.

Human chain

Pink City Home Owners Multi Purpose
Co-Operative Society Ltd will form a
human chain; Venue: Jatiya Press Club;
Time: 10:30am.

Convention

Voice will organise a national conven-
tion; Venue: Cirdap auditorium; Time:
9:30am.

Discussion

Muktochinta Forum will arrange a
discussion; Venue: Dhaka Reporters
Unity; Time: 3:30pm.

Human chain
Gonotantrik Bam Morcha will form a

human chain; Venue: Jatiya Press Club;
Time: 10:30am.

Discussion

Bangabandhu Peshajibi Parishad will
organise a discussion; Venue: Dhaka
Reporters Unity; Time: 11:00am.

Seminar

South Asian Fraternity (SAF) will
arrange a seminar; Yenue: Jatiya Press
Club; Time: 10:00am.

Roundtable

Nagorik Forum will organise a
roundtable; Venue: Jatiya Press Club;
Time:3:30pm.

Sit-in

We are the 99 Percent will stage a sit-
in; Venue: Teacher-5tudent Centre
(TSC), Dhaka University; Time:
4:00pm.
e —

The 7th Bangladesh International Plastics, Packaging,
Printing and Foodtech Industrial Fair 1s a great
indication of the potential for the Plastic, Packaging,
Printing and Foodtech Industry in Bangladesh. It has
a positive impact on the economy of Bangladesh.

Venue: Bangabandhu International Conference Center- BICC Show Time: 12:00-20:00 =

Green Voice forms a human chain on Topekhana Road in the city yesterday, protesting move to install thermal power plant at Rampal

adjacent to the Sundarbans.
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BCL men beat
up journo at RU

the university medical centre.

victim alleged.

rityof Nazim's life.

the BCLunit.

denied the allegation.

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) activists at Rajshahi
University (RU) severely beat up a journalist confining him to a

roomon the campus earlyyesterday.
Victim, Nazim Mridha, a RU correspondent of daily New Age
and a student of Law and Justice department, was admitted to

Nazim told The Daily Star that BCL. men of Bangabandhu Hall
where he resides took to the room of the hall unit BCL convenor
Shah Mohammad Selim for publishing a report headlined

“Chhatra League forcesstudentsto join procession” in his daily:
Atonestage, BCL men Selim, Ridoy Ahmed, Sohel Rana, Dey,

Asadur Rahman, Tarek Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Masud Rana,
Selim Hossain, Mushfikur Rahman and Alamin severely beat
him up and tortured him mentally for an hour till 1:30am, the

The BCL men also threatened to kill him if he discloses the

matter and publishes further report over the torture, he added.
Later, the BCL activists freed him when the hall provost SA

Haider asked them after getting the news.
A GD was lodged with Motihar Police Station seeking secu-

Protesting the incident, Rajshahi University Journalists
Association (Ruja) demanded immediate punishment to the
BCLmen and their expulsion from the university as well as from

Ruja also threatened to go for tougher agitation on the cam-
pusifthe BCL men are not expelled by 10:00am today:.
Contacted, RU Bangabandhu hall unit BCL convenor Selim

At least 15 journalists were assaulted by the university unit
BCLmenin thelast sixmonths, sources said.

POWER GENERATION

Use renewable

Suggests Matia
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The government should focus more on
renewable energy for power generation, as
dependence on imported petroleum prod-
ucts is proving costly amid dwindling gas
reserves, the agriculture minister said yes-
terday.

"At this moment, we will not be able to
extract coal, as we do not have scientific
methods. Neither the gas reserve is suffi-
cient", Matia Chowdhury said. So more
focus should be on renewable energy, she
added.

"..when we planned for rental power
plants, the price of oil was about US$82 a
barrel. It is now over $129 a barrel. The econ-
omy, thus, is under pressure to accommo-
date the increase", she said.

The minister made her observation and
recommendation at the inaugural ceremony
of a workshop organised for leading experts
and chiefs of the various state-run energy
related companies at Bidyut Bhaban in the
cityyesterday.

The two-day event, aimed at finding ways
out to further improve the country's power
and energy sectors, was organised by the
power, energy, and mineral resources minis-
Iry.

yﬂangladesh has targeted to take its elec-
tricity generation capacity to 38,185 mega-
watts (MW) by 2030, anticipating that the
demand would rise to 33,708 MW.

The government, however, plans to pro-
duce only 111MW of electricity from renew-
able energy sources, which, according to the
agriculture minister, is too low. Her com-
ments also poured cold water on the Power

energy to cut cost

Development Board's (PDB) plan to pro-
duce 9,850MW of electricity from domestic
coal.

Bangladesh has discovered five coal-
mines, which have a combined reserve of
about 2,797 million tonnes of high quality
bituminous coal. But the country is failing to
extract the natural resource due to indeci-
sion over extraction method.

The agriculture minister said she does
not think that the common people would
not be interested in setting up solar energy
system.

Energy Adviser to the Prime Minister,
Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, called for coor-
dination among all stakeholders to imple-
ment the country's power vision by 2021,
saying, "It will not be tough to achieve the
target if everybody works in unison”.

He said the government would have to
work hard to construct the transmission line
to take power to the people.

On average, Bangladesh produces
5,000MW of electricity, taking power to
half of the population, according to the
PDB.

Sheikh M Wahid-Uz-Zaman, principal
secretary to the prime minister, said
Bangladesh would have to spend $48.5 bil-
lion to implement its power sector master
plan.

The government has drawn up plans to
improve the power situation, but implemen-
tation is the biggest challenge now, said
Energy Secretary Mohammad Mejbahuddin
said.

Muhammad Enamul Hugq, state minister
for power, and Abul Kalam Azad, power
secretary, also spoke.

Joint-Organizers

BPGEMEA

Contact in Bangladesh

Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers
& Exporters Association

BID TO END VITAMIN A DEFICIENCY

Oil fortification law next yr

UNB, Dhaka

In abid to improve people's access to vitamin A
through fortification, the government has
planned to introduce mandatory oil fortifica-
tion law by next year, according to sources at
the industries ministry.

“The government is actively considering
introducing a mandatory law to this end. It
has also planned to roll out an awareness
campaign to educate consumers about the
benefit of vitamin A fortified oil,” a senior
official of the ministry told the news agency

yesterday:.
An estimated 22 percent of preschool age

children in the country suffer from vitamin A
deficiency, which is the leading cause of blind-

nessin children, according to Unicef.
Fortification of oil requires very little modi-

fication of the processing operations and is
relatively simple and the oil protects the vita-
min A from oxidation during storage and facili-
tates absorption of vitamin, said Dr Ireen
Akhter Chowdhury, nutrition officer of Unicef,

Bangladesh.
Industries Minister Dilip Barua said, “So

far, everyone in Bangladesh takes about
20.51gm oil a day in their daily foods. That's
why, Vitamin A fortified oil will obviously
change the Vitamin A deficiency scenario in

the country.”
Meanwhile, the ministry with BSTI and oil

refiners has already been implementing a
project (Jan 2010-Dec 2012) titled “Fortifica-

tion of Edible Oil in Bangladesh” to that end.
GAIN (Global Alliance for Improved

Nutrition) is providing fund while Unicef giv-
ing technical assistance for the project.

BFJA election
on Mar 30

UNB, Dhaka

Election to Bangladesh Film
Journalists' Association
(BFJA) will be held on March
30.

An election commission
has been formed for con-
ducting the polls. All the
members have been
requested to renew their
membership by February

15-29, said arelease.
Application for renewal

membership and new mem-
ber can be collected from the
association's office at 34 Bijoy
Nagar (3rd floor) and submit-
ted from 4:00pm to 7:00pm
during February 15-29.
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The 7P Bangladesh Int’l Plastics, Packaging and Printing Industrial Fair

18- 19, 2012

Incorporating: Food Processing & Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Industrial fair

Yorkers Trade & Marketing
kers Service Co., Ltd.

www.bangla-expo.com/IPF/

avyffe” Chan Chao Int’l Co., Ltd

IPF2012 is powered by

= over 290 Exhibitors

=1 2,000"‘ Trade Visitors
= Country:
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Tel: +880-2-8350192 / Fax: +880-2-9347889 / E-mail: bpgmea@aitibd.net

IPF2012 IT Partner :

= Exhibition Area Exceeds 3,000 Sqm.
= More than 350 booths in 7 Halls

Bangladesh, Taiwan, India, China, Singapore,

Turkey, UK, Italy, Vietham, Dubai...etc
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