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Khaleda goes to court
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spilled over into Victoria

Park in the south to
Phulbaria areain the north.

Vehicular movement
from Gulistan to Sadarghat
came to a halt as the opposi-
tion supporters assembled
on the street from Raishaheb
intersection to Jagannath
University to welcome the
BNP chief.

Additional police person-
nel were deployed at and
around the court premises
to maintain law and order.

Due to the traffic conges-
tion, the leader of the opposi-
tion in parliament arrived at
the court 15 minutes behind
herappointmentat 11:30am.

She had to appear before
the court in person as an
eight-week bail in the Zia
Charitable Trust graft case,
which she secured from the
High Court in December,
expired yesterday.

Khaleda also had to
appear before another court
to face the charge framing

hearing in the Zia

Orphanage Trust graft case.
During the proceedings

of the cases, she was permit-

ted to sit on a chair.
This was the sixth time

that Khaleda has appeared in

acourtinpersonsince 1999.
In the Zia Orphanage Trust

case, the adjournment came
minutes after her counsel
filed a petition before the
Special Judge's Court-3 seek-
ing time and subsequent
adjournment of the hearing
oncharge framing in the case.

Seeking the adjournment,
Moudud Ahmed told the
court that the HC on October
15, 2009 issued a rule asking
the government to explain
why the proceedings of the
caseshould not be quashed.

Later on December 14
last year, the HC discharging
the rule had cleared the way
for continuing the trial as it
did not find any cogent
ground to do so.

As a follow up, Moudud

said, now his client wanted
to file a leave-to-appeal with
the Supreme Court.
Therefore, they needed time,

he explained.
But Special Public

Prosecutor Mosharraf
Hossain Kajal opposed the
petition. He told the court
that it was a long pending
case and there was no legal
bar to holding the hearing
against Khaleda and five
others as the HC had dis-
charged therule.

After hearing both the
sides, Judge Mohammad
Mozammel Hossain granted
Khaleda's time petition and
set the date for next hearing.

The court also directed all
the seven accused in the case
including Khaleda and her
elder son Tarique Rahman to
appear before it on that date.

Tarique, BNP's senior
vice chairman, is now
abroad for better treatment.

ZIA CHARITABLE TRUST
GRAFT CASE

In her first ever appear-
ance before the HC as an
accused on December 8 last
year, Khaleda secured antic-
ipatory bail for eight weeks
in the case.

On January 17, the BNP
chairperson submitted her
bail bond with two guarantors.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC), on
August 8 last year, filed the
case with Tejgaon Police
Station against Khaleda and
three others accusing them
of abusing power in setting
up the trust named after late
president Ziaur Rahman.
ZIA ORPHANAGE TRUST
GRAFT CASE
The ACC filed another case
against Khaleda, her son
Tarique Rahman and five
others with Ramna Police
Station on July 3, 2009, for
embezzling over Tk 2.10
crore by forming the "fake"
organisation, Zia
Orphanage Trust.

Land graft
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get the land," he com-

mented.

He directed the officials
concerned to submit an
accurate list of vested prop-

erty by this month.
"There is no scope to miss

the deadline as the govern-
ment is committed to solv-
ing the longstanding issue,"
he added.

He urged the officials at
district and field levels to
take proper steps to stop
harassment of common
people seeking land related
services.

Chairman of the parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee on land ministry AKM
Mozammel Huq and
Director General of
Department of Land
Records and Survey MA
Mannan, among others, also
spoke on the occasion.

Mozammel said if the list
of vested property is pre-
pared accurately, the nation
would be greatly benefited.

He also urged the ADCs

(revenue) to regularly over-
see the activities of the
union land offices, popu-
larly known as "Tahshil
Office", for accountability
and accuracy.

He said the government is
going to take initiatives to
register public land under
different ministries in differ-
entledgers.

Citing an example, he
said the land of railway
might be registered under
only ledger number seven.
So, if anybody wants to
record land of ledger num-
ber seven, it would be very
easy to identify that the land
belongs to the railway,
Mozammel added.

The field level officials are
working to make the accu-
rate list of vested property as
the government passed the
Vested Property Return
(Amendment) Bill, 2011 last
year.

The gazette of the vested
property is expected to be
published in April this year.

3 witnesses
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added.
They were supposed

testify in the case filed in
connection with the Jamaat
leader's alleged crimes
against humanity during the
Liberation War. Sayedee,
nayeb-e-ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami, is among six Jamaat
and two BNP leaders facing
war crimes charges at the

tribunal.
Unhappy over the prose-

cution's failure to produce
witnesses, the three-
member tribunal led by its
chairperson Justice Nizamul
Huq passed an order reluc-
tantly allowing an adjourn-
ment even though the pros-
ecution explanation was
unsatisfactory.

After the proceedings,
Sayedee's defence counsels
told journalists that so far
the prosecution had failed to
produce 15 witnesses on

time.
“We find it suspicious,”

said defence counsel Tajul
Islam, adding that the
defence believed that the
prosecution were taking
time to “train the witnesses
to give false statements”.,

The prosecution on
Wednesday informed the
tribunal that it had three
witnesses who would testify.
And they would be produced
before the court on
Thursday (yesterday). The
court acknowledged it and
the defence was duly noti-
fied.

However, as the tribunal
began yesterday's proceed-
ings around 10:30am, prose-
cutor Rana Dasgupta

g0 missing

appeared before the judges
and said the witnesses had
gone missing.

“Yesterday, they left say-
ing they would be visiting
relatives, and have not
returned,” the prosecutor
said.

The court then asked the
prosecutor whether there
was any scope for the wit-
nesses to leave custody
under the court's order.

Prosecutor Rana
Dasgupta said there was not.

“Then I must say that the
prosecution has failed to
obey the court's order,” was
the reply from the tribunal.

The prosecutor then
apologised to the court.

After a series of exchange
of words between the court,
defence and the prosecu-
tion, the tribunal passed the
adjournment order.

The tribunal noted that
while the three witnesses
were allowed to visit their
relatives, the court had
issued an order that these
witnesses be kept in a secret
location in the interest of
their safety.

“We cannot even imagine
that the witnesses could
leave the custody of the
investigation agency in such
a manner,” the order stated.
The order noted the absence
of the chief prosecutor and
the investigation officer at
the tribunal.

“Reluctantly, we allow an
adjournment to the prose-
cution, although the expla-
nation is not satisfactory.”

The tribunal was
adjourned until Feb 7.

{5 UTTARA BANK LIMITED

Engineering Department (4th Floor)

Head Office, 47, Bir Uttam Shahid Asfakussamad
Sarak (Former-90, Motijheel C/A.), Dhaka-1000

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Quotations are hereby invited from the bonafide,
well experienced &Technically sound Architectural
/Engineering /Consulting Firms for Internal Decoration &

Furnishing

Works of Uttara Bank Limited, Postag

ola

Branch, Burigonga Setu Market (2nd Floor), Jurain,

Dhaka.

Intending Tenderers having prerequisite qualification &
at least 10 (ten) years' practical experience may apply
on their letter head pad along with the attested copies
of requisite work completion certificates, up to date IT
clearance certificate, VAT Registration Certificate, valid
Trade Licence and academic certificates of the
Architects under their regular service for purchasing
Tender Documents from the office of the undersigned
on cash payment of Tk. 1,500/- (Non-refundable) per
set on or before 19.02.2012 during office hours. Firms
having no working experience for the same nature of
Internal Renovation & Decoration Works valued not

less than 25.00 lac in a single work order in any Govt.

Bank or Private Bank within the last 2

years and not

having at |least 1 (one) Graduate Architect with
minimum 4 years’ practical experience or at least one
Diploma Architect with minimum 7 years’ practical
experience in their regular service need not submit any

application.

The Bank will supply necessary Plan and Drawings for
the work. The successful Tenderer will have to prepare
detailed working drawings and will have to make
necessary changes/alternations in the Plan and
Drawings as per practical requirement free of cost in
consultation with the Bank Management.

Tenders will

be received up to 2-00 P.M. on

20.02.2012 in the Tender Box placed at the office of
the undersigned. Tenders will be opened on the same
day at 02-30 P.M. in presence of the tenderers or their
representatives, if any. Other details will be available in
the Tender Document. For any further details anybody
may contact the undersigned during office hours,

The Uttara Bank Limited reserves the right not to accept

the lowest Tender and to reject any Tender or part thereof
or all Tenders without assigning any reason what so ever.

Engr. M. A. Awal
General Manager

Vote of trust for war trial
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accused and that

Bangladesh had ratified the
Rome statute.

Lambert, from the UK
Green Party, on January 31
presided over a session of
Euro-parliamentarians
responsible for
policymaking towards South
Asia. On the day, the group
held a hearing at the
European Parliament in
Brussels on the ongoing trial
of crimes against humanity
committed during the 1971
Liberation War in
Bangladesh.

The Netherlands-based
International Committee for
Democracy in Bangladesh
and the diaspora and devel-
opment groups organised
the hearing. Members of
different non-government
and human rights organisa-
tions from Europe, the

Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Nepal attended the session.

Lambert said the war
began with Pakistani mili-
tary operations on the night
of March 25, 1971.

In the nine-month long
bloody war, an estimated
three million people were
killed in genocide, arson,
rape and other heinous acts.

A delegation of human
rights campaigners from
Bangladesh -- journalist
Shahriar Kabir, barrister
Tureen Afroz and Zead-Al-
Malum, a prosecutor of the
International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) -- attended
the hearing.

Peter Custers, president
of International Committee
for Democracy in
Bangladesh, reminded those
present that the EU had
passed at least three resolu-
tions supporting the war

crimes trial. He said he
hoped that the EU would
continue its support.

Shahriar Kabir spoke of the
occupying Pakistani military's
ruthless atrocities against the
Bangalee people with the
assistance of the Jamaat-e-
Islami at the time of the
Liberation War and appealed
to the EU to recognise the
atrocities as genocide.

Tureen Afroz said the ICT
was facing an international
conspiracy engineered by
certain quarters to discredit
its legislation and process.
She made a passionate plea
for justice for the victims of

rape and gender violence.
Zead-Al-Malum thanked

the EU for its continued
support and offered help in
any follow-up by the EU.
Jean Lambert then
invited Toby Cadman, con-
sultant for the defence coun-

sels, to speak. Cadman said
he did not oppose the trial
nor was a part of any inter-
national conspiracy to
obstruct the trial, but felt
that the 1973 act-- under
which the ICT was conduct-
ing the trial-- in part did not
meet international stan-
dards and therefore needed
tobe amended.

Bangladesh's
Ambassador Ismat Jahan
said the government had
reviewed and amended the
act to meet universal stan-
dards by ensuring a right to
appeal by the accused and
allowing international
observers.

She said the trial should
not be seen as a vendetta
and was not politically moti-
vated. It was rather aimed at
discouraging the culture of
impunity and strengthening
democracy.

Stop 'suicidal game'
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the language of democracy

and follow democratic
norms,” suggested Hasina,
who is also chief of the ruling
AL.

“You [Khaleda] are now
staging a movement to get
the caretaker system
restored. But after the
Supreme Court verdict and
constitutional amend-
ments, it is not possible,” she
said.

“Is there any guarantee
that the next caretaker gov-
ernment, if the system has to
be reinstated anyhow, will
bring her [Khaleda] to
power? What will she do if
the caretaker government
holds no elections in the
country?”

The Supreme Court last
year declared illegal the 15-
year-old constitutional
provision that mandates an
elected government to
transfer power to an
unelected non-partisan
caretaker administration to
oversee the parliamentary
polls on the completion of
its term.

Later, the provision was
repealed through an amend-
ment in the Jatiya Sangsad,
sparking off protests from
the BNP-led opposition.

Why was Khaleda so
passionate about bringing
back the caretaker system
even after she was jailed and
Tarique and Koko were
forced out of the country by
the last caretaker regime of
Iajuddin Ahmed,
Fakhruddin Ahmed and
Moeen U Ahmed? Hasina
asked.

The AL chief urged the
BNP chairperson to join
parliament and discuss
whatever her party wanted
todo inthe House.

The ongoing movements
of the BNP-Jamaat alliance
were meant to save war
criminals and two corrupt
sons of Khaleda, Hasina
claimed, holding the BNP
chief responsible for the
recent deaths of five people
in Laxmipur, Chandpur and
Rajshahi.

“The BNP chairperson

will have to answer as to why
these people were killed.”

She said the people of
Bangladesh no more wanted
to see the corrupt politi-
cians, looters, patrons of
militants and saviour of war
criminals take office,

Khaleda Zia did not
believe in fair polls and this
was why she was trying to
make the situation complex
using the army, the PM
added.

Referring to the 18
December violence in the
capital and elsewhere in the
country, Hasina asked how
much bloodshed does
Khaleda needs. As many as
19 coups took place in the
army during the regime of
late president Ziaur Rahman
and Zia hanged more than
3,000 military personnel.

In the 2009 BDR mutiny,
74 people, including the 57
bright army officials, were
killed, she mentioned, ques-
tioning the role of the BNP
chairperson at that time.

“Why had she [Khaleda]
left her cantonment resi-
dence early in the morning,
at least two hours before the
mutiny started around
9:00am?Where had she been
hiding for three days after
the mutiny? Did she know
anything earlier?”

During HM Ershad's
military rule in 1986,
Khaleda was hiding in Hotel
Purbani and Ershad had to
find her through breaking
the door of the hotel, Hasina
said. She questioned why a
woman like Khaleda had to
hide in a hotel.

At the meet yesterday,
Sheikh Hasina also directed
the Awami League leaders to
make the party stronger at
the grassroots and work for
the people.

AL General Secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam and
party leaders Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Kazi
Zafarullah, Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, Abdul Latif
Siddique, Mahbubul Alam
Hanif, BM Mozammel
Haque and AFM Bahauddin
Nasim, were present,
among others.

HC asks govt
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that a textbook titled
"Nimno Madhyamik Bangla
Byakaron O Rochona (Junior
School Certificate Bangla
Grammar and Essay)" for
class VII and VIII students,
says in a page that Ziaur
Rahman had declared the
country'sindependence.

The book, published by
Pragati Press and
Publications in 2010, reads
in another page that patriot
Maj Gen Ziaur Rahman
proclaimed the country's
independence from
Chittagong Betar Kendra on
March 27, 1971, and then the
Liberation War started.

The HC said
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had pro-
claimed the republic's
independence in the early
hours of March 26, 1971
through EPR wireless, and
MA Hannan, an official of
radio centre in Chittagong,
had first read out the official
declaration signed by
Bangabandhu the same day.

Ziaur Rahman, who went
to unload MV Swat, a ship of
the Pakistani Navy carrying
ammunition in Chittagong
Port on March 25, 1971, had
much later read out the
message of Bangabandhu
declaring independence of
the country, Justice AHM
Shamsuddin Choudhury
Manik, senior judge ofan HC
bench, said.

The judge also said that
Ziaur Rahman had read the
declaration of independ-
ence on behalf of
Bangabandhu under pres-
sure of Bengali army officers,
which is historically true and
an established fact.

The Liberation War
started much earlier before
March 25, and it started in
full swing on March 25 when
the East Pakistan Rifles,
police and freedom fighters
started battle with Pakistani
armed forces, he said.

The HC bench of Justice
Manik and Justice Jahangir
Hossain Selim said the spirit
and concept of new genera-
tion are being damaged due
to the distortion of the his-
tory of Liberation War and
independence of the country.

The bench said the high-

powered committee will
recommend taking actions
against the people responsi-
ble for the distortion of
history.

The education secretary,
law secretary, director gen-
eral of Directorate of
Education and a teacher
nominated by the vice chan-
cellor of Dhaka University
will be the other members
of the committee.

The five-member com-
mittee will also find out
whether any incident of
sedition has taken place due
to the distortion of history,
the court said.

During yesterday's hear-
ing, the writer of the book
Ratan Siddique, National
Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) Chairman
Mostafa Kamal Uddin and its
member Tahera Jahan, pub-
lisher of the book Tofazzal
Hossain, and co-editors
Shahid Uddin Ahmed and
Mohammad Abdul Jalil
appeared before the bench as
perits January 29 order.

The court rebuked the
NCTB chairman as he said that
thedistortion of history did not
come to his knowledge.

Tahera Jahan, however,
said that distorted books
were published before the
NCTB approved those,
while Ratan Siddique,
Tofazzal Hossain, Shahid
Uddin Ahmed and Abdul
Jalil said that their books
had been pirated somehow
as they did not write or
publish anything distorting
the history.

Anamul Haque, a free-
dom fighter, filed the writ
petition on January 29 seek-
ing necessary directives
from the HC.

Following the petition, the
court the same day directed
the inspector general of
police to seize within 15 days
copies of the textbook.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam, Additional
Attorney General MK
Rahman, petitioner's coun-
sel Belal Hossain Joy, and
some other lawyers present
during the hearing told the
court that the persons
responsible for distortion of
history of Liberation War
should be punished.

reduce food insecurity in three upazilas in the Khulna division.

Expanding Opporrunities Worldwide

PROFESSIONAL SEARCH

Finance & Grants Director

PROSHAR is a five-year $45 million development project funded by the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) to address food security within Bangladesh. PROSHAR has been developed as a comprehensive action plan to bolster
food security in Bangladesh by addressing the following technical areas: the promotion of sustainable livelihood strategies;
improved health and nutrition; and enhanced community ability to respond to vulnerabilities and shocks. The project will work to

PROSHAR will apply a long-term approach by leveraging

opportunities in a number of value chains based on market analysis, strengthening health systems and empowering communities
to prepare and respond to disasters. Additionally, by working with a variety of collaborating partners in a concentrated environment
PROSHAR will achieve broad impact and demonstrate methodologies that can be replicated elsewhere in the country.

PURPOSE

The Dhaka-based Finance & Grants Director will be responsible for the leadership and management of PROSHAR's
Accounting/Finance and Grants Departments. S/he will be a member of the project's Senior Management Team and will provide
professional, accurate and timely guidance on all matters relating to accounting, finance and the project's local sub-grantees, who
are implementing PROSHAR activities in Khulna. Implicit in the Finance & Grants Director position is the need for a high degree of

coordination, both within PROSHAR across departments, and with staff of the project’'s sub-grantees.

Finance:

RESPONSIBILITES

* Provide strategic leadership, oversight and management to the PROSHAR Finance/Accounting Department by supervising the
accounting staff in the PROSHAR Dhaka office, using hands-on leadership to ensure the maintenance of a high performing and

effective team.

* Ensure all project financial transactions are allowable, reasonable and allocable, as well as within the established financial
management policies of ACDI/VOCA, USAID and local regulations.
* Play a key role in the preparation of annual budgets and monthly cash flow projections and analysis in collaboration with key program

staff and sub-awardees.

* Monitor the project budget for proper accountability of program expenditure and disbursements against appropriate budgets. Facilitate
monthly internal budget tracking/programming and exchange of budgetary information among staff.

* Lead the preparation of both Government of Bangladesh and ACDI/VOCA financial reports (including the monthly Overseas Cash
Accountability Report (OSCAR) and ensure all program ledgers and accounts records are up to date and accurately represented.

* Maintain accounting systems and procedures that enable prompt and accurate processing of accounting transactions, including
monthly payroll to more than sixty staff, following sound accounting principles.

* Maintain an effective internal control system to ensure prevention and detection of fraud and errors.

* Update the project's Accounting and Finance Manual as necessary in coordination with supervisor and HQ.

* Provide assistance and coordination during periodic financial audits.

Grants:

Provide leadership, oversight and management to the PROSHAR Grants Department by supervising the project’s Khulna and
Dhaka-based grants specialists, ensuring grant activities conform with the organization’s policies and procedures as well as its
Grants Manual. Ensure all sub-grant transactions are allowable, and compliant to grant terms and conditions.

« Communicate and coordinate with sub-grantees on a daily basis to ensure compliance with the award agreements, ensure
mandatory reporting, and be the PROSHAR lead for all other administrative or financial aspects of the sub-awards. Interpret,
communicate and enforce PROSHAR policies and procedures.

« Provide capacity building by way of technical assistance trainings on financial management and compliance to local sub-
grantees, as needed. Create training tools and develop modules to help build capacity for sub-awardees, using input from
USAID rules and regulations and ACDI/VOCA policies and procedures.

 Undertake pro-active monitoring of grants implementation activities in Khulna to ensure compliance with USAID financial and
administrative guidelines, the Grants Manual and the sub-award agreements.

» Lead PROSHAR's in-kind procurement of grant equipment, liaising with the PROSHAR Procurement Department, as required.

« Play a lead role in the sub-g

and contract agreements, when required.
« Communicate with Awards and Compliance staff at ACDI/VOCA's Washington DC Head Quarters when required. Develop,
document and communicate best practices in award compliance.
« All other duties as assigned by supervisor

strongly preferred.

QUALIFICATIONS

* Minimum Bachelor’s degree in commerce, or a closely related subject, with a minimum of five to eight years of proven
experience in a senior level finance and/or grants position in an international development organization.

* Experience in working with projects funded by USAID. Title || Food Security experience strongly preferred.

* Experience in directly managing a portfolio of sub-awards is required.

* Demonstrated knowledge of Bangladeshi accounting standards. Knowledge of US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

rant contracting and/or renewal process. Review sub-award budgets and prepare modifications

* Demonstrated expertise with USAID rules and regulations, including A-110, A-122, the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
and A-133. Knowledge of Regulation 11 is a plus.

encouraged to apply.

Experience working with accounting software packages, such as QuickBooks.
Excellent skills in Microsoft Office programs (Word, Excel, Access, Power paint).
Ability to travel outside of Dhaka up to at least once per month.

Fluency in spoken and written English and Bangla is required.

APPLICATION

Candidates meeting the above qualifications should send their CV, along with a cover letter indicating the position applying for, by
February 15th, 2012 to jobs@acdivoca-proshar.org. Only finalists will be contacted for interviews. Women and minorities are




