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* Mational Poetry Festival '12
Venue: Dhaka University Central
Library premises

Date: Feb 1-2

Time: 10am onwards

Rabindra Festival

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: Feb 2-3

Time: 5:30pm

-- Dr. Muhammad Zafar Iqbal

resolved.

Will you be at the fair?

Igbal: It is hard to be at the fair
regularly as I live in Sylhet. How-
ever, the youngsters will find me
there on Fridays and Saturdays
throughout the mela.

You're a favourite among
young readers. How do you feel

theatre company based in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Its aim is to provide a plat-
form for local established and emerging
artistes. The theatre company has
recently produced a play, William

Shakespeare's “Romeo and Juliet”.
The play has been staged outside

Dhaka a couple of times. It'll have its
Dhaka premiere tomorrow (February 3)
at the Studio Theatre Hall of

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
Designed by Salauddin Ahmed, the

play has been directed by Mukul Ahmed.
According to Mita Chowdhury, actor and

suades Romeo to attend.
At the party, Romeo locks eyes with a

young woman named Juliet. They
instantly fall in love but they do not
realise that their families are mortal

enemies,
When they realise each other's iden-

tities, they are devastated, but they
cannot help the way they feel. Romeo
steals into Juliet's terrace after the party
and proclaims his love for her. She
returns his sentiments and the two
decide to marry. The next day, Romeo
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2" and "Amar Bondhu Rashed” --

come out at the book fair. There's

always wish I had more time.
What are your expectations
from the young readers?

troupes from outside Dhaka.
Professor A.K. Azad Chowdhury,

chairman, University Grants

praised the organisers and

such as Muharram-er Jari and
Alkap. The students demonstrated

;?;:E:EEZE':::"::':& made particularly for the young going to be a science fiction as Igbal: I hope that the young- Commission (UGC), was the chief expressed the hope that the lf,?ll;fn;n; Eg;;i?:;nuperfm' lln‘:ﬁ ;:E‘:’a{ :
e e Dr. Muhammad Zafar Igbalisan ~ 2udience -- have received acco- well.lﬂpazt.fnrm these, several sters would read more and watch guest at the closing ceremony. arrangement would continueinthe ¢, ﬂl; dighi”, “Nokshi Kall';hf:ll' 1:30pm [RE2
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ist. He is immensely popular kicked off yesterday, Dr. Igbal also be found at the fair. books. Arefin Siddique, Vice Chancellor, The adaptation of the Beckett Western plays such as “A Slight Host: Naved |
among young readers for his talked about his new books and What is your view of the size of Any new film being made Dhaka University; Liaquat Ali Lucky, play -- “Godor Opekkhay” -- was Ache” “Genius and Culture” and
Solo Art Exhibition science fiction and adventure shared his views on the month- the fair? based on your story? chairman, Bangladesh Group translated by Professor Kabir “The Other Shore” enthralled the
R SN books. Readers eagerly wait for long event. Igbal: I think it would be better Igbal: Afsana Mimi will make Theatre Federation; litterateur Chowdhury. The play was directed audience, most of who are students.

Artist: Rajaul kslam Lovelu
Venue: Galleri Kaya, Uttara
Date: Jan 27-Feb ¥

How many new books will
your fans receive at the fair?

if the space of the fair were
expanded. Because, the turnout

a film based on one of my sto-
ries, titled “Camp”, while Sajal

his new books at the Ekushey Boi
Mela. He bagged the Bangla Acad-

Hasan Azizul Haque and Rahmat
Ali, chairman, Department of

by Khan Mohammad Rafiqul
Islam.

Apart from TSC Auditorium,
plays were also staged at the

On January 28, Bangladesh Mime
Federation and Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy jointly organised a seminar

others. A question-answer session and
an open discussion made the event live-
lier. The seminar was chaired by

Nasim has been in the industry as an
amateur singer for about four decades
with a voice that remains youthful till

permits.” His love for music ranges from
Nazrul sangeet to western music. His
fondest memories are from his child-

.
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wane for some time and by now it has become
quite hard to find the existence of such craftsmen.
It is widely known that woodcarving is a time con-
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and "Swades".
Though, Rahman himself didn't

perform, the crowd sent out lusty

this tour in India along with our
students from the K M Music
Conservatory. I am sure this will be

According to Dr. Marla
Stukenberg, Director, Goethe-

Institut, Mumbai, and initiator of
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titled, “Potential for modern mime in
Bangladesh”, and a mime presentation at
the seminar room of the academy;,

Mime artiste Kazi Mashurul Huda was
the keynote speaker at the seminar.
Hosted by Bangladesh Mime Federation
president Zahid Ripon, the seminar was
attended by Bangladesh Film
Development Corporation’s managing
director M. Hamid; general secretary of
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation
Jhuna Chowdhury; playwright and

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy's direc-
tor general Liaquat Ali Lucky.

Shapnodol presented “Shadhinota
Shongram”, Huda Mime Club staged
“Symbiosis of God” and “Project 717,
Dhaka University Mime Action per-
formed “"Gormandizer”, Gazipur's
Mukto-moncho Nirbak Dol presented
“No Hunting Save Nature” and
Khulna's Rupantor presented
“Bhoboghure” at the Studio Theatre
Hall after the seminar.

Premiere of Shediner Ghatona
held in Thakurgaon

today. Even today his voice can make an
impression and this shows that age has

little impact on musical abilities.
“T used to learn classical and Nazrul

songs in the 1970s. I was about nine or
10 years then. [ was also a child artiste of
PTV (Pakistan Television) and BTV
respectively, and used to perform at
regular programmes. But as I left for
Cadet College, my connection with the
music world declined, as there was no

hood days when he spent hours learning
and practising singing. His favourites
include Subir Nandi, Samina
Chowdhury, Sabina Yasmin and of
course Runa Laila.

When asked if he regrets not making a
career out of singing, he says, “When [
hear a popular singer, [ sometimes feel
that I could have sung the same way. But
I am happy to do what I am doing and
music will always be more than a pas-

suming and labour intensive work.
The medium has been practised in the Craft

Department of Faculty of Fine Arts, University of
Dhaka. But the genre of art did not acquire the
spirit it was expected to. Fortunately, a few enthu-
siastic artists are now trying to rejuvenate the
medium. Rajaul Islam is one of them. He gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of
Dhaka. At present he lives and works in Rome. He
is now jointly working with noted Italian artist
Laolo. W. Tamburella. Rajaul has learned many
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cheers and gave him a standing
ovation when he came on the dais

to address the audience.
"Every time I watch them (Ger-

man Film Orchestra) play,  am

Beetle Baily

a new experience for Indian score
lovers,” the 46-year-old "Mozart of

Madras” added.
Rahman, a two-time Academy

Award winner, has composed

the project, the German Film
Orchestra Babelsberg is the first
Western classical orchestra per-
forming the music of AR Rahman
in his home country”.

by Mort Walker
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Ghatona” was staged at the
Out Reach Resource Centre (ORC)

Boys' High School Md. Akhteruzzaman,
NDC Aslam Mollah, cultural organiser
Anupom Moni, Azmat Rana and

Bengal. Human forms are often merged with
nature. The artist is skilled in sketching a blissful
landscape. He engraves wood to express the splen-

by Don Tranchte
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Local artistes performed in the play
directed by Mashrequl Arefin, written by
Azmat Rana, with Kademul Islam con-
tributing to art direction.

The play was based on a local incident
where a village girl became a dowry
victim and eventually died.

After the play, a discussion was held at
the venue,

mented the courage to bring a highly sen-
sitive issue into the limelight and make the
play locally despite many limitations.

The play will also convey a social
message about the menace of dowry to
rural people, said the speakers.

Prior to the discussion, director of the
play Mashrequl Arefin gave a brief about

his experience in his debut play.

There was no strong theme in customary
woodcarving before in our country. Since the '90s,
the panoramic beauty of rural Bengal and young
couples became significantly noticeable in
woodcarving. The woodcarvers raced to the contest
of the painters, who work in two dimensions.
Nowadays, woodcarvings have taken a prestigious

and art shops have successfully made an impact on
collectors' tastes with their collection of
woodcarvings. Against a background of such reality,
Rajaul has practiced this medium. His woodworks
are a testimony to the fact that even after the
branches of the tree have died, there is a possibility

of them coming alive again.
The exhibition ends on February 7.
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