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An Indian paramilitary serviceman keeps guard at a polling station as voters queue to cast their ballots at Bishnupur
districtin India's northeastern Manipur state yesterday.

*INTERNATIONAL

Indian assembly polls
kick off in Manipur

7 killed in violence amid 82 pc turnout

STAR REPORT

Tensions were already elevated in impov-

Rebels shot dead seven people at a polling
station in India's northeast state Manipur
yesterday as voting began in the first of five
local elections seen as a popularity test for
the national Congress government.

Chief Electoral Officer P C Lawmkunga
said as per preliminary official reports, 82
per cent of the 17.50 lakh electorate cast
their votes in Manipur even as details from

the state's nine districts were awaited.
The separatist rebels sprayed the voting

booth with bullets, killing three election
officials, a paramilitary trooper and a voter
in Thangpi, a village south of Manipur state
capital Imphal, police chief Priya Singh said.
An injured voter, who was taken to
Imphal in a helicopter, succumbed to bullet
injuries. The shooter, who is yet to be identi-
fied, was also gunned down by CRPF person-
nel posted at the polling booth, our New

Delhi correspondent said.

erished Manipur after five explosions in the
run-up to the polls killed two people, along
with rebel calls for a boycott of the election.

Earlier, Union home secretary RK Singh
expressed his concern that Indian insurgent
groups based in the neighbouring Myanmar
were planning to create disturbances in the
coming elections in Manipur.

The rebels who staged the attack on the
crowded polling booth were believed to be
from the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland, police sources said.

The voting in Manipur was the first of five
assembly elections viewed as a mini-
referendum for Premier Manmohan Singh's
embattled Congress coalition.

Elections in Punjab and Uttarakhand will
be held on January 30 and in Goa on March 3,
the same day when the final phase of the
seven-phased polls in UP will end. Counting
ofvotesisdueto be taken up on March 6.

National pollsare duein 2014,

Niko paid bribe for Bapex deal

FROM PAGE 1
mere buddy of the Prime

Minister's son, there was

only so much he could do.

'My poweris 50%, he said.”
Businessman Selim

Bhuiyan, who separately
gave confessional state-
ments to a court in Dhaka,
said Niko deposited more
than halfa million US dollars
in his bank account. He
dispersed some of the
money to people close to the
then prime minister
Khaleda Zia -- including

Mamun.
Selim Bhuiyan is an old

family friend of Mamun and
as Mamun is a close friend of
Tarique, Bhuiyan enjoyed
access to the inner circle of
the BNP-led government.

A portion of the payment,
Bhuiyan believed, would go
to the prime minister's son.
AKM Mosharraf Hossain, the
then state minister for
energy, received a total of
$1,02,000, Bhuiyan alleged
in his confession.

The magazine however
notes that Bhuiyan later
claimed he confessed under
the duress of torture.

The Daily Star has
obtained the relevant part of
Bhuiyan's confessional
statement made before
Metropolitan Court
Magistrate Mohammad
Waliul Islam on January 15,

2008.
In that statement

Bhuiyan said sometime in
2002 Mamun came to his
office along with the then
Niko Bangladesh Vice-
president Kashem Sharif to
help the company strike the
joint venture deal. Kashem
Sharif promised them finan-
cial benefits and left
Bangladesh sometimes after
the Niko deal was signed.

Later, Bhuiyan along with
Mamun went to AKM
Mosharraf Hossain and
sought his cooperation.

Ever since, Bhuiyan and
Mamun regularly main-
tained contact with
Mosharraf seeking progress
report on the Niko deal.
Finally in late 2003 the
Bapex-Niko joint venture
agreement was signed.

Afterwards, Niko official
Kashem Sharif deposited in
parts a total of three crore
taka (equivalent to half a
million dollars) in Bhuiyan's

bank account of Standard

Chartered Bank in Gulshan.
From this deposit,

Bhuiyan gave Mamun Tk 80
lakh through a pay order,
and later another

one crore taka in cash and
cheques. Mosharraf was
given Tk 60 lakh from that
same account while
Bhuiyan kept the remaining
Tk 60 lakh as his own lobby-
ing fee.

"The confession was
extracted under duress,”
Selim Bhuiyan told The
Daily Star recently following
the publication of the Globe
and Mail report, "I confessed
what 1 had been asked to
confess. I did not have a
choiceat that time," he said.

He denied that Niko ever
gave him any money. He,
however, admitted that he
travelled to Canada along
with AKM Mosharraf
Hossain. "I accompanied
the minister and knew that
the tour was approved by the
government. I did not know
who financed the tour,” he
said.

Replying to another ques-
tion about why he was impli-
cated in the Niko case, he
said, "I actually don't under-
stand why they have done
this to me. It might be
because I had close relation
with the minister."

He maintained that
Mosharraf should file a case
against Niko for making
such a false statement.

Although Bhuiyan now
denies the content of his
own statement, a govern-
ment investigation in early
2008 found that he main-
tained a Standard Chartered
Bank account no 18-
1681125-01, which was
Grindlays Bank back in 2004
(and his savings account no
was 7623994). From this
account, Bhuivan on
January 7, 2004 issued a pay
order (number 428822) of Tk
1.08 crore to Mamun's cur-
rent account no 7447699
(presently 01-1353592-01) in
the same bank.

When Bhuiyan was con-
tacted over the phone again
to clarify how the 2008 inves-
tigation found such a trans-
action, he disconnected the
call and refrained from
receiving further calls from
The Daily Star. The Daily Star
finally sent him an SMS

asking him to clarify his
position on this matter in
early November last year.

Buthe did notreply.
The Daily Star provided

Mamun's lawyer Barrister
Fakhrul Islam with the Globe
and Mail report along with
four questions. On the ques-
tion of Mamun's interview
with the Canadian police, he
said, "I will not say anything
about the interview. You

should ask Mamun."
Mamun is presently

serving a jail term of 23 years

inthree cases.
Fakhrul Islam said he had

nothing to say about
Mamun's references in
Selim Bhuiyan's confes-
sional statements. He also
declined to answer ques-
tions about whether Mamun
had been given a $10,000
retainer or if Mamun had
shared with his friends the
money he had received from

Niko.
Mosharraf denied taking

any financial benefit,
including a sport utility
vehicle worth one crore taka,
to favour Niko with a deal. "I
could have taken money if I
had wished to take benefit
from Niko. Why should I take
a car? The car was not given
to me. [t was registered in the
name of Bapex as it was a
joint venture between Bapex
and Niko. The car was given
to Bapex. I have never seen
the car, let alone using it.”

But back in 2005,
Mosharraf had to resign
from his position following
publication of news that he
had received the vehicle.

On the question of his
relationship with Selim
Bhuiyan, Mosharraf said, "It
is completely a personal
relationship. We are related
not by any business involve-
ment or matters that earn
money. We know each other
from before I began my
career as a politician. We
came to know each other
through our social activities
like organising
Mohammedan Sporting
Club."

On the question of his
visit to Calgary, accompa-
nied by Selim Bhuiyan, at
Niko's expense, he
answered, "I visited Calgary
following invitation from
the then Canadian govern-
ment. Niko being a
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Canadian company was
involved in the process. A
Canadian minister who also
had visited Bangladesh
earlier was a part of it. The
travel expenses were borne
by the Canadian govern-
ment. Selim Bhuiyan
accompanied me during
the visit as my younger
brother. He did not have any
involvement in making the
deal. He travelled with me
to help me. I, however, don't
know who bore his travel
expenses.”

Mosharraf was told that
according to Selim
Bhuiyan's confessional
statement, Mosharraf had
received $1,02,000 for ensur-
ing the joint venture agree-
ment, and that money was
given by Niko's Kashem
Sharif to Selim, who then
disbursed the money to
different beneficiaries. He
replied, "I know nothing
about this. This is the first
time I have come to know
about such an allegation. I
have to submit wealth state-
ment to the government
every year, and the govern-
ment evaluates the state-
ment routinely. Had there
been any discrepancy
between the actual wealth
and my wealth statement, it
would have been discovered
by government investigators
long ago. There is no such
allegation from the govern-
ment against me. It is an
allegation made-up by the
newspapers.”

Mosharraf claimed, "The
joint venture agreement had
been signed during the
previous tenure of the
Awami League government,
before I came to power. I did
not sign any deal. We just

continued the agreement."”
But the deal was actually

signed in 2003 when he was

the state minister for energy.
The Globe and Mail

report further said the
Canadian court did not try
Niko for bribing these peo-
ple because gathering evi-
dence in Bangladesh was a
challenge, getting witnesses
or bringing Bangladeshi
witnesses before a Canadian
court was also another big
challenge.

The magazine also
pointed finger at Canadian
liberal senator Mac Herb for
unethically taking money
and other facilities from
Niko to lobby for the com-
panyin Bangladesh.

It reported that Niko first
tried to get into the
Bangladeshi energy sectorin
the late 1990s -- but failed. It
got a second chance when
the BNP-led alliance govern-
ment took over power in
2001. Niko bagged the deal
in2003.

But by 2005, Niko's good
luck ended amid two rounds
of blowouts in Tengratila
while drilling an exploratory
well. After the first blowout,
the then state minister for
energy AKM Mosharraf
Hossain received a new
Land Cruiser as a gift from
Niko. For this fact alone Niko
was found guilty of corrup-
tion in Canada.

EXCERPTS FROM THE
GLOBE AND MAIL'S
MAGAZINE REPORT

The magazine reports, "Less
than two weeks after he
received Niko's gift in May,

2005, Hossain checked into a
Calgary hotel to attend an oil
and gas exposition.
Accompanying him was his
friend, a man he described
as his 'brother', Selim
Bhuiyan. At the time,
Bhuiyvan was the manager
[president] of the Dhaka
Club, an exclusive hangout
for the city's elites. The job
immersed him in the milieu
surrounding the Prime
Minister'sson.”

"Niko paid for the men's
flights and their rooms, as
well as subsequent side trips
Hossain made to New York
and Chicago to visit family.
However, the company's
largesse never had an
impact on his decision-
making, Hossain insists."

After a changeover in the
country's political scene, an
army-backed caretaker
government arrested
Mosharraf and many of
Tarique Rahman's associ-
ates. Many confessions
came out as a result of these
arrests -- some of those were
linked to Niko.

In November 2008, the
Canadian government sent
two Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
officials to interrogate
Giasuddin Al Mamun, who
was in prison on graft
charges.

The magazine reports
that it was a tense time on
November 1, 2008 in Dhaka.
"Officially, al Mamun had
been found guilty of weap-
ons possession. Unofficially,
he was guilty of being friends
withTarique Rahman."

"Al Mamun was delivered
to a nondescript house in an
affluent neighbourhood. He
could be forgiven for think-
ing that whatever waited for
him inside would be deeply
unpleasant. Instead, he was
greeted by two affable, mid-
dle-aged Canadians with
buzz cuts and dark suits.”

"The one with the big
smile was Corporal Lloyd
Schoepp, an RCMP officer
who had quit a career as a
retail banker in Banff to
pursue a lifelong dream of
being a cop. The other,
Corporal Kevin Duggan, was
an expert in recovering the
illicit profits from drug deal-
ing."

"Over the next two days,
with breaks for rest and
Domino's pizza, al Mamun
gave the RCMP officers a
crash course in Third World

corruption.”
"Al Mamun's candid

interviews with the
Mounties, as well as other
evidence gathered by the
RCMP during their trip to
Dhaka, have been detailed
in a 72-page affidavit filed in
Alberta court by Corporal
Duggan.”

An edited version of the
police officer's sworn state-
mentwas later released.

"Al Mamun told the
police officers that his
introduction to Niko came
in 2002 when someone --
whose name has been
redacted from the affidavit -
- dangled an offer of $1
million if al Mamun could
land drilling rights for the
Canadian company. As an
appetizer, al Mamun said he
was given a retainer of
about $10,000. But he was
ultimately unable to make

the deal happen on his own.
As a mere buddy of the
Prime Minister's son, there
was only so much he could
do. 'My power is 50%, he
said.”

"During Schoepp and
Duggan's time in Dhaka, the
military handed over all
documents requested by the
Mounties, including a
signed confession made by
Selim Bhuiyan -- the same
social-club manager who
travelled with Minister
Hossain to Calgary, at Niko's
expense, for the energy
exposition.”

Bhuiyan "made an admis-
sion similar to al Mamun's:
Someone...offered him more
than $1 million if he success-
fully helped land the gas
fields for Niko."

"After Niko was handed
drilling rights, more than
$500,000 (U.S.) appeared in
Bhuiyan's bank account,
the confession stated. From

there, Bhuiyan said he dis-
persed some of the money
to the cast of characters
surrounding Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia --
including al Mamun. A
portion of the payment,
Bhuiyan believed, would go
to al Mamun's friend, the
Prime Minister's son.
Hossain, the former minis-
ter who would not take 'a
single pie' from anyone,
received a total of $102,000,
the confession alleged."
(For the full text of the
Globe and Mail report on the
Internet, go to the following
w 28 b 5 1t & :
http://www.theglobeandm
ail.com/report-on-
business/rob -
magazine/niko-resources-
ottawas-corruption-test-

case/article2140358/)
(Chaitanya Chandra

Haldar and Ashutosh
Sarkar contributed to the
report)

Musharrat
delays return

AFP, Dubai

Former Pakistani president
Pervez Musharraf has delayed
his return home, the head of
his party said yesterday after
repeated threats by the coun-
try's leadership that he would
be arrested upon arrival.

"He finally decided today
that he would accept the
recommendations” of the
executive committee of the
All Pakistan Muslim League
party to delay his return,
party secretary general
Mohammed Ali Saif told
reporters.

Friends and supporters
had urged Musharraf to put
off an imminent homecom-
ing after Islamabad said he
would be arrested if he
returned from more than
three years of self-imposed
exile in London and Dubai.

Musharraf had promised
to fly home to contest general
elections just as Pakistan's
government sank deeperinto
a major crisis, squeezed by
the militaryand the judiciary.

His pledge met with
repeated threats of his arrest,
most recently by Prime
Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani
who, speaking to CNN earlier
Friday, assured that Musharraf
would be "certainly” arrested if
heflewhome.

Musharraf faces two
court warrants for his arrest
in connection with the 2006
death of Akbar Bugti, a rebel
leaderin the southwest, and
the 2007 assassination of
ex-prime minister Benazir
Bhutto after her own home-
coming.

In an interview broadcast
on BBC radio earlier this
month, Musharraf acknowl-
edged he would be in danger
in Pakistan.

NOTICE AND INVITATION
POWER CELL
POWER DIVISION

MINISTRY OF POWER, ENERGY & MINERAL RESOURCES
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

NOTICE FORTHE ISSUANCE OF BID DOCUMENT FOR SELECTION OF THE
PROJECT SPONSOR FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF A 300-450 MW DUAL FUEL
COMBINED CYCLE POWER PROJECT UNDER THE GOB'S PUBLIC PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIP (PPP) PROGRAM ON A BUILD, OWN AND OPERATE (BOO)
BASIS AT SIRAJGANJ, BANGLADESH

Invitation Ref. No.04/119-6/86
Having been authorized by the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

("GOB"), Power Cell, Power Division, Ministry

Date: 26.01.2012

of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources

intends to select a potential sponsor (the "Project Sponsor") to develop under the GOB's
Public Private Partnership (PPP) program a Dual Fuel (Fuel Oil/Gas) fired 300-450 MW
combined-cycle power plant at Sirajganj (the "Project”) on a site owned by the Bangladesh
Power Development Board (BPDB). The Project will be implemented on "build, own and
operate" basis for a period of 22 years.

The Project Sponsor will be selected through

an international competitive bidding process

from their (1) Qualification Statement and Technical, Commercial, Financial Proposal &
Tariff Proposal submitted against the Qualification Document and Request for Proposal

(Technical, Commercial, Financial and Tariff Proposal requirement) respectively.

The

selected Project Sponsor will be required to arrange the necessary financing and to execute
the for the Project. Twenty-nine percent of the equity interest in the Project Company
will be purchased and owned by BPDB or a designated subsidiary company of BPDB

Power Cell seeks to qualify interested power project developers who have previous
international experience in implementing power generation projects, and invites interested
developers to submit (i) Qualification Statement & Technical, Commercial and Financial
Proposal and (ii) Tariff Proposal in accordance with the criteria set forth in the
Qualification Document and Request for Proposal respectively. The Qualification
Document and Request for Proposal will be available from February 1, 2012 at the Power
Cell website: http://www powercell.gov.bd. Interested developers intending to submit a (i)
Qualification Statement & Technical, Commercial and Financial Proposal and (i) Tariff
Proposal to Power Cell should check Power Cell's website on a regular basis to ensure that

they are familiar with any amendments or modifications to the Qualification Document
and Request for Proposal, which amendments or modifications shall be binding on the
Bidders and their (i) Qualification Statement & Technical, Commercial and Financial
Proposal and (ii) Tariff Proposal if such amendments or modifications are posted on Power
Cell's website not later than 72 hours prior to the Bid Date.

Bidders should submit to Power Cell their (1) Qualification Statement and Technical,
Commercial, Financial Proposal and (ii) Tariff Proposal, together with a non-refundable
processing fee of US$S 20,000 (or Bangladesh Taka 16,00,000) in the form of an
international bank draft encashable at any scheduled bank in Bangladesh or in the form of
a local bank draft/ pay order, made payable to "Director General, Power Cell". The Bidder

shall also provide the Bid Security

in the form of an irrevocable and unconditional bank

guarantee in the format and language as provided in Annex D, Exhibit I, Attachment -2
(entitled "Form of Bid Security") of the Request for Proposal payable to Power Cell upon
presentation to a bank in Bangladesh at the rate of US$ 10,000 per MW of the offered
capacity. The Bid Security will be returned to the Bidders not meeting the criteria as
mentioned in the Qualification Document.

The Pre-bid meeting is scheduled to be held in Power Cell Conference room, Biddyut
Bhaban (10th floor), 1 Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka at 10:00 A.M. on March 4, 2012. The
deadline for submission of the Bid i1s scheduled on April 04, 2012 (the "Bid Date"). Any
requests for additional information and/or questions concerning Qualification Document
and Request for Proposal shall be submitted in the following address in writing not later
than 20 (twenty) Day before the Bid Date.

Completed (1) Qualification Statement and Technical, Commercial, Financial Proposal and
(i1) Tariff Proposal in one original and two copies (not facsimile or email) along with non
refundable processing fee and Bid Security shall be submitted in the following address on
or before April 4, 2012 before 12:00 noon:

- .

TR K.mul‘
Director General
Power Cell, Power Division
Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources
Govt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Biddyut Bhaban (10th floor)

1, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.
Fax No. : 880-2-9572097
E-mail :dg@powercell.gov.bd
Tel. No. : 880-2-9551261



