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Fergie calls for calm

AFP, Manchester
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Sir Alex Ferguson renewed
his pleas for calm on Friday
ahead of Manchester
United's FA Cup fourth
round clash with Liverpool.
The northwest rivals
collide at Anfield on Sat-
urday in the first meeting
between the teams since
the racism furore between Luis Suarez and
United fullback Patrice Evra which ended
with Suarez being banned for eight matches.
While the Suarez saga has added another
layer of animosity to a rivalry that is already
one of the most bitter in English football,
Ferguson has called for cool heads to prevail
on Saturday.
"As (Liverpool captain) Steven Gerrard
said yesterday, there is a responsibility on
the players to behave properly and also both

would pick Evra for the clash, although it is
highly unlikely the in-form Frenchman
would be omitted from such a high-profile
game despite the likelihood of him facing
relentless abuse.

"I am not getting involved in that," said
Ferguson, who earlier this week wrote to
United ticket holders to urge them to be on
their best behaviour.

"It is a massive game for both clubs. There
is a tremendous profile onit," Ferguson said.

"I am confident. We want to talk about the
game of football. It is something you want to
look forward to. Thatis whatlintend to do.

"Our fans were terrific there this season.

"The issue of clubs reducing the number
of tickets for our supporters has been going
on for quite a while now. It has become a
convenient way of selling their hospitality.

"But the stewards have a difficult enough
job asitis.We should be helping.”

Ferguson also declined to comment on

Valencia
midfielder Pablo
Piatti celebrates
one of his two
goals during their
Spanish Cup
quarterfinal sec-
ond leg tie against
Levante at the
Ciutat de Valencia
Stadium on

SPORT

sets of fans,” Ferguson said. reports early Friday that Portugal winger Thursday.

"We want to make sure we are talking Nanifaced two months out with a foot injury Bt
aboutthe game, nothingelse.” or that Wayne Rooney was struggling to be fit PHOTO: AFP \' -

Ferguson refused to confirm whether he forthe game. e
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owehtobost Platini wants 15w Real bid to rebound
Germany for 3 weeks
AFP, Berlin AFP, Madrid AFP, Madrid blancos' left Barcelona complaining bitterly

World Cup finalists the Neth-
erlands will host Germany in
a friendly in Amsterdam on
November 14, the German

football federation | AFP,London

winter WC
m“ Football

announced Friday.
Itwill be the third time the
rivals meet this year.

Premier Div Cricket League
CCS v Sk Jamal
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium, Mirpur
Victoria v Surjo Torun
Venue: Fatullah Cricket Stadium

disruption.

Kalabagan v Prime Doleshwar
Venue: BKSP-2

Bangladesh U-19s v England U-19s
Fourth One-dayer

European football chief Michel Platini has renewed his calls
for the 2022World Cup to be staged in the middle of the Euro-
peanwinter to avoid the searing summer heat of Qatar.

UEFA supremo Platini, widely regarded as the heir appar-
ent to FIFA President Sepp Blatter, indicated in an interview
with The Daily Telegraph he plans to push for the tourna-
ment to be moved from its traditional slot in June and July.

Any move to reschedule the World Cup is likely to meet
with strong resistance from top leagues across Europe,
which have estimated it will bring scheduling problems for
three years leading into the tournament.

Platini remains adamant that the tournament in Qatar
can be slotted into a mid-winter date with a minimum of

"The World Cup is the most important moment for the
game every four years, but where does it say we always have
to play in June? I don't see the problem of playing in Decem-
ber," Platini told The Telegraph.

"What is the problem for the Premier League to finish at the
end of May instead of the beginning, and recuperate the time
in December?We have to put theWorld Cup and the fans first."

Barcelona midfielder Andres
[niesta could be out for up to
three weeks after injuring his
thigh in the King's Cup
quarterfinal second-leg
match against Real Madrid,
the club said on Thursday.

Iniesta sustained the
injury in a clash with Alvaro
Arbeloa, forcing his depar-
ture in the 29th minute.

Barcelona went on to
draw the match 2-2, winning
the tie4-3 on aggregate.

After being diagnosed
with a "rupture of the femur
biceps" on his left leg, Barca
said on their website that
Iniesta would be "out for
around three weeks".

Barca's progress to the
semifinals of the national cup
competition came at a price,
with Chilean forward Alexis
Sanchez also being sidelined
with ashoulderinjury.

Real Madrid get back to
Spanish league action with
a home game against bot-
tom side Zaragoza on Sat-
urday after the disappoint-
ment of
their Span-
ish Cup exit
to Barce-
lonain midweek.

With a five-point lead over
Barcelona at the top of La Liga,
Madrid will be looking to put
pressure on the Catalans who
play away at Villarreal imme-
diately after their game.

On Wednesday night the
two giants shared four goals
in the second leg of the Span-
ish Cup Quarter Finals, in a
fiery match full of controver-
sial refereeing decisions, that saw the hold-
ers Real knocked out after Barca's 2-1 victory
in the capital the week before.

Real were the better side on the night and
will have regained some much needed confi-
dence after the first leg defeat, but 'los

FIXTURES

Saturday
Espanol v Mallorca (1700 GMT), Rayo
Vallecano v Athletic Bilbao (1700 GMT),
Real Madrid v Zaragoza (1900 GMT),
Villarreal v Barcelona (2100 GMT)

Sunday
Real Betis v Granada (1100 GMT), Real
Sociedad v Sporting Gijon (1500 GMT),
Levante v Getafe (1500 GMT), Racing
Santander v Valencia (1700 GMT),
Malaga v Sevilla (2030 GMT)
Monday

after claims for at least three penalties were
turned down.

Fresh from the loss, Real captain Iker
Casillaswasin a defiant mood and both keen
to forget the disappointment in the Nou
Camp and look ahead to
Saturday's game.

"To lose is allowed, but it is

up,"” he said.

"We have to forget the Cup
and not worry about what
happened in Barcelona but
think about the game against
Zaragoza.

"Our goals now have
changed, we have to fight to
keep our advantage in the
league and we face a Champi-
ons League quarter-final in
three weeks time. We have
great potential in our side and we are grow-
ing stronger as the seasons pass.”

Saturday's visitors Zaragoza find them-
selves in a perilous situation at the bottom,
six points adrift of Sporting Gijon and seven
from Granada andVillarreal.

compulsory to pick yourself

Valencia set
Barca date

AFP, Madrid

Valencia will play Barcelona
in the semifinal of the Span-
ish Cup after a comfortable
3-0 second-leg victory over
Levante on Thursday.

Valencia went through 7-
1 on aggregate to the last-
four match-up with Barca, 4-
3 aggregate winners over
Real Madrid onWednesday.

The other semifinal sees
third division Mirandes,
shock winners over
Espanyol, playing Athletic
Bilbao.
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WEEKLY QUESTION

Can BPL take Bangladesh
cricket forward?

Visit the sports page of
www.thedailystar.net to cast vote

Follow The Daily Star Sport on

Cwitker

www. twitter.com/dssport

What to

jillh;

STAR Sports

Australian Open
Women's Singles & Men's Doubles Finals
Live from 2:30pm

STAR Cricket

Australia v India
Fourth Test, Day 5
Live from 6:00am

TEN Cricket
England v Pakistan

Second Test, Day 4
Live from 12:00pm

TEN Action+

laliga
Real Madrid v Real Zaragoza
Live from 1:00am (Sunday)
Villarreal v Barcelona

Live from 3:00am (Sunday)

TEN Sports

Serie A
Juventus v Udinese
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