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BNP protests
Ananda Bazar
report

UNB, Dhaka

The BNP has protested and
condemned recent reports
published in the Ananda
Bazar Patrika of India against
party's senior vice chairman
Tarique Rahman blaming his
involvement in the recent
plot by a small section of
armyin Bangladesh.

BNP acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir in a statement yes-
terday said the allegations
are totally "baseless, untrue
and imaginary".

The protest note was sent
to Kolkata-based daily
Ananda Bazar Patrika through
e-mail and fax and also to its
local correspondent.

Quoting the Patrika
report, Fakhrul said not a
single word of it was based
on facts. It is all imaginary
and motivated, intended to
character assassination.

He said the BNP is the
largest democratic political
party and there was no need
to secure support from
outlawed Hizb ut Tahrir.
Question of BNP's having
any connection with it is

absurd, he added.
The BNP leader noted with

regret that the Indian daily
was not only against his party
but also launched propa-
ganda against Bangladesh.

Seminar

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
& Exporters Association (BGMEA) and
Marie Stops Clinic Society will
organise a national seminar; Venue:
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel; Time:
11:00am.

Discussion

Bangladesh Sammilita Peshajibi
Parishad will organise a discussion;
Venue: Jatiya Press Club; Time: 10:30.

Human chain

Jalalabad Foundation and WBB Trust
will form a human chain; Venue:
Faculty of Fine Arts, Dhaka University;
Time: 11:00am.

Discussion

The Federation of Bangladesh Civil
Society and Jatiya Nagorik Mancha
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BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia holds a discussion with the leaders of Dhaka city and Dhaka district units at her Gulshan office in the city yesterday.

CONSTRUCTION IN FORT AREA
Maintain status quo: HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the government to maintain
status quo on construction works within the area of Bhitorgarh

fort, a place with historicimportance in Panchagarh.
During hearing a rule, the court also directed not to digup

the ground within the fort except conducting scientific

excavation for research purpose.
The rule was issued in response to a writ petition filed by

Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh following newspa-
per reports saying two private companies Assort Plus Itd and
Selilan Tea & Estate Ltd were constructing commercial
buildings in the fort area ruining the site.

Earlier on June 14 last year the HC asked the government to
explain why it should not be directed to declare the site as "pro-
tected antiquity” and asked the government to publish a gazette
notification announcing the area as an archeological site. It also
directed two private companies to maintain status quo on
construction of structures inand around the fort.

Yesterday, the court formed a committee to demarcate the
fort area and asked the committee to submit a report in three
months. The committee comprises director general of depart-
ment of archeology, one professor each of archeology or history
department from Dhaka, Rajshahi and Jahangirnagar universi-
ties, deputy commissioner and superintendent of police of
Panchagarh district and the custodian of Barendra museum.

The HC bench of Naima Haider and Justice Farid Ahmed
passed the order during hearing on the rule.

CT1G GHAT WORKERS BEGIN STRIKE

Importers face loss
of Tk 20 crore daily

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Ghat workers in the port city launched work abstention
programme for an indefinite period from yesterday morning,
demandingincrease of theirwages.

The workers, who are involved with loading and unloading
of goods from vessels, said storehouse owners are paying them
under the 2005 wage chart, which is unjustified.

Alabourer getsTk 7.50for carrying aload of90kgand Tk 4.20 that
of 50kg, they said, claming that it is very difficult for them to main-
tain family costswith the moneythey earn under the wage scale.

As the workers went on work abstention yesterday, mother
and lighter vessels got stuck in a jam in Karnaphuli River, caus-
ingahuge economicloss to theimporters.

Amol Chandra Das, an owner of Marine Services and Traders
Ltd, said at least 60 lighter vessels were stuck at 16 ghats on the
river and 12 mothervessels at the outeranchorages.

Put together, the losses for the suspension of loading and
unloading of goods from the trapped vessels amount to at least
Tk 20 crore aday, hesaid.

Mohammad Alamgir, convener of Chattagram Ghat and
Gudam Sramik Sangram Parishad, the association of the work-
ersunderwhich theywere protesting, said they requested many
times for rise of wages, but owners of different storehouses and
agencies never heeded.

To press the demand, the workers also observed a five-day
protest in 16 ghats of the port city including rallies and proces-
sions from January 19, he said.

Saying the 2005 wage scale is unjustified, the workers' leader
hoped that the government and the local administration would
thinkabout their problem and take initiatives to solveit.

Hesaid noone contacted with them till 6:15pm yesterday.

Abul Hasem, owner of an agency, Laboni Enterprise, which
appoints workers for discharging goods, said three different
organisations are involved in the matter. If the impaorters do not
rise service charge, how agencies canraise the wages, he said.

Obituary

METRO DESK

Syed Sadat Abul Moudud,
son of late Sir Syed Nasim Ali
and brother of Syed Manzur
Elahi, passed away at his
Dhanmondiresidence in the
city yesterday afternoon,
says a press release.

Hewas 89.

His namaz-e-janaza will
be held at Dhanmondi
Takwa Mosque after Zohr
prayers today (Wednesday).

Qulkhwani

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Qulkhwani
of Moha-
mm a d
Abdur Rob,
a BNP
leader and
founder
principal of Gournadi
Women's College, will be
held at his Gournadi resi-
dence in Barisal after Asr

prayers today.
He left behind his five

daughters and two sons to
mourn his death.

Rob passed away early
Monday at the age of 73 due
to old age complications.

Hewasburied at his family
graveyard following namaz-
e-janaza after Asr prayers.
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NAVANA

Navana Real Estate Ltd.

House: 3A, Road: 90, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8815305 (Hunting), Fax: 8815195
E-mail: info@navana-realestate.com

House: 35, Road: 9/A(new), Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209
Tel: 9121602 (Hunting), Fax: 9118292

Residential Project @

» BARIDHARA
* GULSHAN
» BANANI

Residential &
Commercial Projects

Commercial Project @

» DHANMONDI

» LALMATIA

» BASHUNDHARA
» KALACHADPUR
» NIKETAN

» UTTARA

* MOHAMMADPUR

» ELEPHANT ROAD

» KALABAGAN

» ESKATON

* SHANTINAGAR

* MOGHBAZAR

» QUTER CIRCULAR ROAD
* BASHABO

» WARI

» KAMALAPUR

» K.M. DAS LANE
* MIRPUR

» KALLYANPUR

« DHANMONDI

* MOHAKHALI

» TEJGAON LINK ROAD
* PANTHAPATH

« BANGLA MOTOR
 MOGHBAZAR

* KAKRAIL

* PURANA PALTAN

(s

6735

WWW.navana-realestate.com

SUST VIOLENCE
Seven more Shibir

suspects arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Police arrested seven suspected activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir in Madina Market and Dakshin Surma areas early yes-
terday in connection with the recent violence on the Shahjalal
University Science and Technology (Sust) campus.

The arrests were made in the cases the Sust authorities filed
for vandalism on the campus and damaging the university
buses at different places of Sylhet city during the last week.

Previously police caught 28 persons, including a Union
Parishad (UP) chairman and students of different institutions,
in connection with the same cases last week.

Police said Abu lais, 32, Shafiqul Islam, 22, and Abdul Aziz
Sohag, 27, were caught from Boroikandi Maijpara under
Dakshin Surma Police Station while Kotwali police arrested
four persons including Osman Gani, Oli, and Roni from a
students' messin Madina Market area.

Meanwhile, normalcy was returning on the Sust campus
with a number of classes held yesterday, although students'
presence was low. Examinations, however, did not take place,
as the authorities earlier suspended all exams till January 26.
Sust Registrar Ishfaqul Hossian said the situation was almost
normal as most of the classes were held yesterday. He hoped
thatitwould be all right within a fewdays.

Tension has been prevailing on the Sust campus since
January 11 when Bangladesh Chhatra League men drove
Shibir activists and leaders out of the university dormitories.

other apartment projects

west dhanmondi 790-1445 sft.
khilgaon 870-1215 sft.
uttara 1110-1485 sft.
mohammadpur 800-1475 sft.
tongi 1155-1195 sft.
uttara (ready) 1559 sft.
Sanarpar, Jatrabari 800-1435 sft.
pubail, gazipur duplex

0175565611016 01756511014
01755511019 01755511012
01755511017 01755511018 01755511021
01755511027 01755511023 01755511010

Phone: 9103586 - 91
e-mail: info@bddlproperties.com

bddl PROPERTIES LTD
House 39/ A, Road 27 ( old), Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1205.

0175565611013
01755511005
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emirates.com/bd

Viore
of America.

Explore 120 cities through 7 major gateways.
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Now fly daily ro rwo new desrinarions - Dallas®
and Seartle*. Experience the exfravagance of
the big city 1o the simplicity of country life and
everything in between. Discover more of this
vast landscape as you enjoy award-winning
service in stare-of-rhe-art aircrafr.

Fly Emirates. Keep discovering.
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Emirates

Connecr rhrough our parrner airlines ro over 120 domesric desrinarions including San Francisco, New York. Housron, Los Angeles,
Toronto, Washington, Chicago, Boston, San Jose, Austin, Columbus (Ohio), Hartford, Memphis, Pitrsburgh and Honolulu.

Over 500 international awards and over 115 destinations worldwide. *Emirates will commence operations to Dallas from 2nd February 2012
and Seattle from 1st March 2012. For more details visit emirates.com/bd or call Emirates on 9892801 (Dhaka), 725647-8 (Chittagong), 711200-711300 (Syihet).
Discover frequent flyer benefits at skywards.com




