+*NEWS

city

@he Baily Star

DHAKA MONDAY JANUARY 16, 2012

19

Iran sends rare letter
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embassy represents US
interests in a country where
Washington has no diplo-
matic ties.

The spokesman for Iran's
Joint Armed Forces Staff,
Massoud Jazayeri, said: "Our
enemies, especially America
. Britain and the Zionist
regime (Israel), have to be
held responsible for their
actions.”

Iran in the past has
accused Israel of causing a
series of spectacular and
sometimes bloody mishaps
to its nuclear programme.
Israeli officials do not com-
ment on any involvement in
those events, although some
have publicly expressed
satisfaction at the setbacks.

Feeling the heat from
unprecedented new sanc-
tions, Iran's clerical estab-
lishment has brandished its
sword by threatening to
block the main Mid-East oil
shipping route, starting to
enrich uranium at an under-
ground bunker and sentenc-
ing an Iranian-American
citizen to death on spying

charges.
State TV said a "letter of
condemnation" had also

been sent to Britain, saying
the killing of Iranian nuclear
scientists began after the
head of Britain's MI6 spy
service announced intelli-
gence operations against
states seeking nuclear weap-
ons.

The West says Iran's
nuclear programme is
aimed at building a bomb.
Tehran says it has the right to
peaceful nuclear power.

Tehran has urged the UN
Security Council and
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon to condemn the latest
killing.

After years of interna-
tional sanctions that had
little impact on Iran, US

President Barack Obama
signed new measures on
New Year's Eve that, if fully
implemented, would make
it impossible for most coun-
tries to pay for Iranian oil.

Washington is requiring
that countries gradually
reduce their purchases of
[ranian oil in order to receive
temporary waivers from the
sanctions.

The European Union is
expected to unveil similar
measures next week, and
announce a gradual oil
embargo among its member
states, who collectively buy
about a fifth of Iran's
exports.

The combined measures
mean Iran may fail to sell all
of the 2.6 million barrels a
day of exports it relies on to
feed its 74 million people.
Even if it finds buyers, it will
have to offer steep dis-
counts, cutting into its des-
perately-needed revenue.

On Tuesday shipping
sources told Reuters Iran
was storing an increasing
supply of oil at sea - as much
as 8 million barrels - and was
likely to store more as it
struggles to sell it.

[ran denies it is having
trouble: "There has been no
disruption in Iran's crude
exports through the Persian
Gulf ... We have not stored oil
in the Gulf because of sanc-
tions as some foreign media
reported,” oil official Pirouz
Mousavi told the semi-
official Mehr news agency
on Friday.

The sanctions are causing
real hardship on the streets,
where prices for basic
imported goods are soaring,
the rial currency has plum-
meted and Iranians have
been flocking to sell rials to
buy dollars to protect their
savings.

CLASHTHREAT

Iran has threatened to
block the Strait of Hormuz
leading to the Gulf if sanc-
tions are imposed on its oil
exports, and has threatened
to take unspecified action if
Washington sails an aircraft
carrier through the strait, an
international waterway.

Military experts say
Tehran can do little to fight
the massive US-led fleet that
guards the strait, but the
threats raise the chance of a
miscalculation that could
lead to a military clash and a
global oil crisis.

The Pentagon said on
Friday that small Iranian
boats had approached close
to US vessels in the strait last
week, although it said it did
not believe there was "hos-
tile intent.”

The United States and
Israel have not ruled out
military action if diplomacy
fails to resolve the nuclear
dispute. Iran says it would
retaliate ifattacked.

The tension has caused
spikes in global oil prices in
recent weeks, although
prices eased at the close of
last week's trading on the
prospect of reduced
demand in economically
stricken European coun-
tries. Brent crude fell 82
cents to settle at $110.44 a
barrel on Friday.

The chances for an immi-
nent easing of tension look
even more remote as the
nuclear deadlock continues
because of Iran's refusal to
halt the sensitive nuclear
work.

Nuclear talks with major
powers collapsed a year ago.
Iran says it wants the talks to
resume, but the West says
there is no point unless it is
willing to discuss a halt to
uranium enrichment, which
can be used to make mate-
rial forabomb.

Pak PM won't go
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central city of Vehari. "I will
not answer to a person. [ am
answerable to parliament.”

The fate of Pakistan's
embattled leaders, including
President Asif Ali Zardari,
could be decided today when
the Supreme Court takes up
the memo scandal and high-
profile graft cases even as the
beleaguered government has
turned to Parliament for
crucial support.

Also, the National
Assembly or lower house of
parliament is expected to vote
today on a resolution that
seeks endorsement and sup-
port for “efforts made by the
political leadership for
strengthening democracy”
and calls for reposing “full
confidence and trust” in
them.

Even as parliament con-
siders the resolution, a 17-
member bench of the apex
court will resume hearing of a
case related to the reopening
of corruption cases that were
closed under the National
Reconciliation Ordinance
(NRO), a graft amnesty issued
by former military ruler
Pervez Musharrafin 2007.

A judicial commission
appointed by the apex court
o investigate a mysterious
memo that sought US help to
prevent a feared military coup
in Pakistan last year will also
continue its proceedings
today, reports The Hindu.

Recent tension has raised
fears for the stability of the
nuclear-armed country and
exposed a struggle between
the government and the
military, which has ousted
three civilian governments in
coups since independence in
1947 and has ruled the nation
for more than half of its his-
tory.

Gilani last week criticised
Army Chief General Ashfaq
Kayani and the director gen-
eral of the Inter-Services
Intelligence agency
Lieutenant-General Ahmed
Shuja Pasha for filing court
papers in a case involving a
mysterious memo that has
pitted the military against the
civilian government.

In an interview with
Chinese media, Gilanisaid the
filings were "unconstitu-
tional," infuriating the mili-
tary's high command, who
issued a stern press release on
Wednesday.

"There can be no allega-
tion more serious than what
the honourable prime minis-
terhaslevelled,” itsaid.

"This has very serious
ramifications with potentially

grievous consequences for
the country.”

Gilani further infuriated
the army on Wednesday by
sacking the defence secretary,
retired Lieutenant General
Naeem Khalid Lodhi, for
"gross misconduct and illegal
action which created misun-
derstanding” between insti-
tutions.

Lodhi was the most senior
civil servant responsible for
military affairs, a post usually
seen as the military's main
advocate in the civilian
bureaucracy.

The unusually public
sniping comes amid a roiling
political scandal involving the
mysterious memao.

The memo, allegedly
drafted on the direction of
former ambassador to
Washington Husain Haqgani,
asked for US help in reining in
the army, which the memo
said was planning a coup.

When an American busi-
nessman revealed his role in
writing and delivering the
memo, the army was enraged.
Haqqani was forced to resign,
and "memogate” has locked
President Asif Ali Zardari and
the military in trench warfare
eversince.
DIVISIVESTATEMENTS
Gilani's comments were in
response to a journalist's
question about media reports
Saturday night that Kayani
was infuriated by Gilani's
criticisms.

The army chief com-
plained to Zardari and
demanded that Gilani's com-
ments be clarified or with-
drawn, a military source told
Reuters on Saturday.

Gilani, however, showed
no signs of backing down.

"What I said was not an
accusation," he told reporters.
"We want there to be respect
for the constitution, rule of
law, and all institutions to
work within their limits. I said
just one thing, that rules and
procedures were not fol-
lowed. And that was the
defence secretary's fault, for
which we removed him from
hispost.”

The military, despite being
officially under civilian con-
trol, sets foreign and security
policies and drew rare public
criticism after U.S. special
forces killed al Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden on
Pakistani soil in a raid in May
2011, an act seen by many
Pakistanis as a violation of
sovereignty.

Pakistanis rallied behind
the military after a November
26 cross-border Nato air
attack killed 24 Pakistani

back

soldiers on the frontier with
Afghanistan, driving ties with
Washington to their lowest
pointinyears.

The latest crisis also trou-
blesWashington, which wants
smooth ties between civilian
and military leaders so that
Pakistan can help efforts to
stabilize neighbouring
Afghanistan, a top priority for
President Barack Obama.

Mother
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Saturday morning.

Doctors at Nitor said
Rahima would need to have
asurgeryon her knee.

Ashraf Munshi, Ruman's
father and a socks manufac-
turer, said Ruman went to the
roof and started throwing
down materials after he was
denied the money.

His mother followed him
to the roofto pacify him. But at
one stage, a hysterical Ruman
pushed her off the rooftop.

Ashraf called the police
and handed him over to them
after capturing him with the
help oflocals.

Monir Hossain, Ruman's
brother, told The Daily Star
that they had sent him to
rehab centres several times
buttonoavail.

“We want him to stay
behind bars for a long time so
that he could kick his drug
habit,” hesaid.

Shibir strike
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against the '‘anarchy’ of Shibir.

The situation on the cam-
pus is now under control, Sust
Registrar Ishfaqul Hossain
told The Daily Star.

Selim Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Jalalabad Police
Station, said additional forces
of police and Rapid Action
Battalion have been deployed
onthe campusto avert further
clash.

On Wednesday, a series of
clashes between BCL and
Shibir activists on Sust cam-
pus left at least 20 people
injured. BCL activists vanda-
lised dormitory rooms of
Shibir activists during the
clash.

Two cases were filed in this
connection against Islami
Chhatra Shibiractivists.

Shibir activists
announced the strike on
Thursday demanding with-
drawal of 'fake cases' against
them, ensuring security for
students of all political
organisations on campus,
punitive action against
attackers and compensation
for valuables looted from
their rooms during the clash.

Moudud

FROM PAGE 20
another case against
Moudud -- who also served
the cabinet of military ruler
HM Ershad -- for dodging Tk
4.12 crore in income tax for
the years from 1997 to 2006.

Motijheel and Kotwali
police on August 27 and
October 25 in 2008 filed two
more cases against Moudud
on charges of stashing away
Tk 2.2 crore in a bank
through forged documents.

Hewas alsoanaccusedina
graft case filed on December
9, 2007 with Tejgaon police.

Later, the higher courts
stayed proceedings of the
cases.

Moudud was also sued by
the Anti-Corruption
Commission in 2007 for
amassing wealth worth over
Tk 7.38 crore through illegal
means and concealing infor-
mation about property worth
over Tk 4.40 crore from the
COImImission.

The case is pending for
charge hearing.

Moudud was arrested at
his home by the joint forces in
araid on April 13, 2007 with 32
cans of beer and 16 bottles of
otheralcoholic beverages.

The following day, Gulshan
police filed a case against him
under the Narcotics Control
Act. But the High Court stayed
proceedings of the case.

Tigress rescued
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of the report, the tigress was
being taken to Dhaka forest
office.
Today, it will be transferred
to Dulahazarisafari park.
"The six-year-old tigress
was very weak because it was
difficult for her to hunt with
three legs," said Abu Naser
Mohsin Hossain, assistant
conservator of forest (ACF),
Sundarbans division, who
tranquillized the tigress.
Seeing the leg injury, he
said the tigress had lost the leg
when it had been a cub of one
orone and a halfyears.
Earlier, forest and
Sundarbans Tiger Project
officials captured another
stray tiger on February 19 last
year from Harinagar village of
Shyamnagar upazila in
Satkhira district. It was
released into the Sundarbans
and later found dead in the
forest.

War crimes court
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building, where the second

tribunal will be set up.

After logistics supports
are ensured, the government
will appoint judges and
more lawyers for the tribu-
nal, Shafique said.

The existing
International Crimes
Tribunal was set up on
March 25, 2010 to try
Bangladeshi war criminals,
who committed crimes
against humanity during the
1971 Liberation War.

The tribunal is currently
dealing with war crimes
charges against six Jamaat-

e-Islami leaders including
its former chief Ghulam
Azam, and two BNP leaders.

According to the law
minister, the cases pending
with the existing tribunal
for which charges were not
framed, can be transferred
to the new tribunal if the
chief prosecutor appeals
forit.

120 leaders
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doing their duties on
September 19 last year.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Erfan Ullah of
the Speedy Trial Court-7
rejected their discharge
petitions and passed the
order.

Jamaat's acting secretary
general ATM Azharul Islam
and 108 accused, now in jail,
pleaded not guilty after the
charges were read out to
them before the court.

The court has set January
25 for beginning the trial.

It also framed charges
against 11 including Jamaat's
acting ameer Magbul Ahmad
in their absence as they are
on the run. Earlier, the same
court issued arrest warrants
against them.

On September 19, several
hundred Jamaat activists
clashed with police in
Kakrail, Bijoynagar and
Shantinagar in the capital,
torched and vandalised
vehicles and shops, leaving at
least 100 people injured.

Two cases were filed with
Paltan and Ramna police
stations on charges of
assaulting police, interrupt-
ing traffic movement and
creating anarchy, one of
which is still pending with
another court.

On September 28 last year,
Ramna police submitted the
charge sheet against the
accused.

Tripura shows the right way
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Referring to Tripura's con-

servative approach to for-
eign direct investment [FDI]
there in opposition to the
central government's liberal

policy, the state's chief min-
ister said the conservative
approach does not apply to
investments from
Bangladesh.

"We are not looking at
Bangladesh as we look at the
US, Japan, France or
Germany in regard to FDL
We generally oppose FDI.
But Bangladesh is not a
shark or a crocodile. So there
is no question of disallowing
Bangladesh from investing
in the state,” said Manik
Sarkar.

"India has to have a lib-
eral attitude towards
Bangladesh in regard to
bilateral relations,”" he
added.

He said there will be
enhanced exchange
between Agartala and Dhaka
in the fields of education,
culture and sports.

Addressing a huge crowd
of people of all walks of life at
Assam Rifles Ground in
Agartala on January 12,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina proposed to Tripura
that a joint-venture power
plant could be set up there
for mutual benefit.

The same day the Tripura
chief minister acknowl-
edged that Bangladesh
helped India to carry heavy
equipment for setting up a
power plant at Palatana of
Tripura which will produce
726 megawatt (MW) of elec-
tricity, of which the state

government will get 196 MW
while it will be able to export
100 MW to Bangladesh.

He said after getting
proposals about the joint-
venture power plant from
Bangladesh, they will exam-
ine those and consult with
the central government for
moving forward.

"Nature has given
resources here in Tripura. If
my neighbour can benefit
from this, what is the prob-
lem in helping the neigh-
bour?" he said.

"If I don't do so, how will
there be a friendship?
Friendship does not happen
only in words. It is some-
times give and take. I'll give
and I'll get, and sometimes it
is not a question whether I'll
get or not," he said adding,
"If I have something surplus
and I don't have any prob-
lem, what's wrong in giving
that to my next door neigh-
bour who is in problems
regarding power?"

He however said, "We
have to see how the central
government takes this."

Bangladesh is looking to
expand the market for its
goods, and Tripura can be a
market for Bangladeshi
businesses, he said.

"We need a lot of daily
essentials that we now get
from other ends of India
which becomes costly. We
could get many of those
essentials from Bangladesh
for cheap,” Manik Sarkar
said.

About Bangladeshi entre-
preneurs' allegation that the
Indian visa regime for them
is too tough and sometimes

quite harassing, the Tripura
chief minister said the
regime should be eased for
Bangladeshis.

Asked about Bangladeshi
business's position regard-
ing bilateral relations with
Tripura, the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
President AK Azad told The
Daily Star yesterday, "I will
write to the chief minister
and the industries and com-
merce minister of Tripura
tomorrow urging them to
come to Bangladesh shortly
with their business dele-
gates to carry on follow up
discussions on the possibil-
ity of investment for setting
up a joint-venture power
plant and an export process-
ing zone there."

He said Tripura has huge
natural resources for power
generation that Bangladesh
does not have, adding that a
bypass road to Agartala
border has been developed
in the Bangladesh territory,
and the railway has been
upgraded for business with
the neighbouring Indian
state.

He also said they already
informed the Indian High
Commission in Dhaka that
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs
are facing difficulties in
obtaining Indian visa, and
the high commission told
them that they will sit with
the business community
and Bangladesh foreign
ministry officials soon
regarding the matter, to
figure out how to make
obtaining business visas
much easier.

Prime accused
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other two tojail.

The court, however,
directed officers concerned
to interrogate the duo at the
jail gate if necessary.

Investigation officials
had wanted a 10-day
remand for each of the
accused.

As the proceedings con-
tinued, Salauddin's sup-
porters brought out a pro-
cession on the court pre-
mises and chanted slogans
demanding cancellation of
the case against him.

Earlier on January 8,
Masudur Rahman Murad,
another accused and an
assistant personal secretary
to the telecom minister,
surrendered before a court.
He was taken on a two-day
remand.

So far 12 out of total 14
accused in the case relating
to the murder of Narsingdi
mayor Lokman Hossain
have been either put into jail
or freed on bail.

Apartfromthe 12, investi-
gation officials so far have
arrested another 12 persons
who according to law
enforcers were involved in
the killing.

But six, including four top
accused in the murder case,
have been freed on bail,
drawing a lot of flak from
Narsingdipeople.

Lokman's family mem-
bers yesterday raised ques-
tions about sincerity of the
law enforcers on revealing
the masterminds behind the
killing.

Nusrat Tamanna Bubli,
the widow of Lokman,
expressed her doubt about a
fair investigation.

“The topmost accused in
the case have been granted
bail. Coming out of jail, they
are now influencing law
enforcers and the adminis-
tration. In this situation,
how can we expect justice?”
Nusrat told reporters yester-
day:.

She alleged that the law

enforcers have been arrest-
ing the people who have
apparently no link with the
killing in a bid to help the
prime accused stay out of
jail.

According to the first
information report (FIR),
top ten accused, including
Salauddin, had hatched the
plot to assassinate Lokman.
The two-time best mayor
was shot dead in the district
AL office on November 1 last
year.

The ten ordered the other
four to kill Lokman. In the
FIR, Kamruzzaman, youn-
ger brother of Lokman,
explained how the 14 were
involved in the killing.

The number three
accused Mobarok Hossain
Moba, a leader of Narsingdi
city AL and No 5 accused
Nurul Islam, the city unit
BNP general secretary, are
still at large. According to
police, the two are in
Malaysia.

Divine blessings sought
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The massive gathering of

lakhs of devotees further
swelled yesterday with
thousands more from the
capital and some 32 dis-
tricts of the country rushing
to Tongi in buses, trucks,
trains and other vehicles to
join the concluding prayers
of the congregation. Many
others walked for miles to
take partin the prayers.

This is for the second
consecutive year the Ijtema
is being held in two phases,
each for three days. The
second phase will begin on
January 20.

President Zillur Rahman,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Leader of the
Opposition in parliament
Khaleda Zia, ministers and
political leaders joined the
prayers.

The huge crowd spilled
over to the roads and areas
adjoining the Ijtema venue
yesterday as the munajat
began.

A large number of
women devotees from
different parts of the coun-
try also took part in the
prayers

Thousands of people
joined the munajat by rais-
ing their hands from the
rooftops and terraces of
nearby houses, roads and
open fields. Many of them
called their acquaintances
at the venue on cell phones
to hear the prayers.

Vehicular movement
towards the venue was
stopped early this morning.
Many devotees walked

around 10 to 15 km to reach
the area. Others stopped on
the adjoining Dhaka-
Mymensingh, Tongi-
Kaliganj and Abdullahpur-
Ashulia roads and joined
the munajat from there.

Security was tightened at
the venue. Helicopters,
speedboats, and pickup
vans were pressed into
service in the area to avoid
any untoward incidents.
Around 12,000 security
personnel were deployed
for security.

Fire service vehicles and
ambulances were on hand
forany emergencies.

Alea Begum, 45, came to
Tongi from Comilla at 7:00
am yesterday with her sister
as she could not join the
congregation earlier.

Others who arrived late
Sunday rented nearby
shops and houses to spend
the night.

"We six came from
Khilgaon late Saturday and
stayed in a shop near
Abdullahpur road near the
Ijtema venue. We paid Tk 60
per head for one night," 45-
year old Fatema Begum told
this correspondent.
FREEFOODS
After the prayers, devotees
started leaving the Ijtema
venue. They had to walk as
there were no vehicles
within about km around the
venue. Rickshaws and rick-
shaw vans were however
available.

Some social organisa-
tions distributed dry food,
water and cold drinks
among the devotees return-

ing home.20

11 DIEIN THREE DAYS

At least 11 people died of
cardiac arrest and old age
complications during the
three-day congregation.

Of them, one died on
Saturday night and one
early yesterday.

They were identified as
Keramat Ali, 75, of Gazipur
and Abdul Aziz of JThalkathi.

Identity of the others
could not be known.

Kazi Kamal
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mourn his death.

His namaz-e-janaza will
be held at Chairman Bari
Mosque in Banani after Johr
prayers today. He will be laid
to rest at his family grave-
yard at Shakasha in Gazipur.

Kamal, a graduate of
Dhaka University and for-
mer coach of Bangladesh
army basketball team,
fought bravely in different
operations in Dhaka and
Narayanganj during the
LiberationWar.

He joined the army in
October, 1971 but left it after
the country's independ-
ence. He later became the
coach of the national bas-
ketball team.

A few years later, he went
to Germany and settled
there. He returned home
after more than a decade
and started a business.

“I have rarely seen an
idealistic person like him,”
said his long-time friend
Fateh Ali Chowdhury, who
fought the Liberation War
alongside Kamal.

Black money
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such investment, the tax

administrator said in a cir-
cular yesterday.

The NBR amended the
amnesty for black money
following objections from an
international anti-money
laundering body, Asia Pacific
Group on Money
Laundering.

While visiting
Bangladesh in November,
the APG high officials
objected to the provision of
not questioning the source
of black money to be
invested in stocks, a finance
ministry official said.

If the provision had not
been amended, the APG
would have issued a world-

wide public statement and
banks of other countries
would not open L/Cs (Let-
ters of Credit) for
Bangladeshi banks, the
official said.

"The NBR made the right
decision. Regulators should
not allow money earned by
criminal acts into the mar-
kets," said Yawer Sayeed,
managing director and CEO
of AIMS of Bangladesh, an
asset management com-
pany.

"Tdon't think there will be
an impact on the
stockmarket because of the
decision. But some people
may upset the markets by
taking advantage of the
amendment,” he said.

In a desperate effort to
boost the stockmarket, the
government revived
amnesty for investors in this
year's budget to invest black
money in stocks by paying
10 percent tax.

Now, the NBR made it
clear that no question will
be raised about the money
invested in the
stockmarket under the
income tax law and the
opportunity will remain
valid until June 30.

Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, senior research
fellow of the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), said
the circular sets a clear dis-
tinction between black
money and undisclosed
money.

Black money indicates
money earned through
illegal and criminal acts, but
undisclosed money may be
legally earned but may not
be duly reflected in tax files
submitted by stock inves-
tors.

Undisclosed money
includes funds borrowed
from relatives or collected
from other sources to buy
stocks, Moazzem said.

Since the opening of BO
(beneficiary owner)
accounts does not necessar-
ily require a tax identifica-
tion number, transactions of
undisclosed money and
earnings may not be fully
reflected in investors' tax
files, Moazzem said.

It implies that it is not
easy to detect illegal or
undisclosed money trans-
acted in the secondary mar-
ket, he said.

The circular may not have
a serious impact on transac-
tions in the secondary mar-
ket. From a legal point of
view, it is a positive decision,
Moazzem said.

The circular makes it
clear that the government
will not allow people to
invest in stocks any money
earned through criminal
acts, he added.

Khaleda
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Hossain issued the bail

order after hearing on a
rule it had issued earlier.

On August 28, 2008, it
granted ad interim bail to
Khaleda for four months,
and issued the rule asking
the government and the
ACC to explain why she
should not be granted
regular bail.

The bench had later
extended the ad interim
bail six times.

On February 26, 2008,
ACC Assistant Director
Shamsul Alam filed the
case against Khaleda and
15 others, including ten
former ministers, for caus-
ing a loss of over Tk 158.71
crore to the public exche-
quer by awarding a con-
tract on Barapukuria coal-
mine to a Chinese com-
pany.

Mahbubuddin Khokon
appeared for the BNP chair-
person, while Deputy
Attorney General Gazi
Mamunur Rashid repre-
sented the state.



