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WHAT'S ON

Y Artist-MFHusain

DOHS, Mohakhali
Date: Jan 7-22

Solo Print Exhibition

Venue: Gallery Basilio, New

Dhaka Int'l Film Fest

Venue: Central Public Library, 8y Film Festival
National Museurn, Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka

Date: January 12-20

Time: 10am onwards

ey, O il P L

1 Uhakalnternatio

Solo Exhibition
Title: Reading Images
Artist: Wakilur Rahman

Gulshan
Date: Jan 15-29

Venue: Bengal Art Lounge,

Solo Exhibition

Artist: Anukul Chandra
Majumdar

Venue: Nordic Club, Gulshan-2
Date: Jan 15-30

Musical Soiree
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whose three films (“"Guerrilla”,
“Doobshatar” and “Phire Esho
Behula") are taking part in the
festival, feels that major festivals
like this provide a great oppor-
tunity to exchange views with
actors, directors from other
countries. She said, “I hope
people would get inspired and
go to theatres on a regular basis.
Cultural exchange is a major
aspect of a festival such as this.”
Young documentary-maker
and organiser Anwar
Chowdhury sees the festival as
an encouragement, but is con-
cerned about the quality of the

films in general. Chowdhury,
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Selim Al Deen Festival in full swing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The four-day theatre festival to observe
the fourth death anniversary of Selim Al
Deen is being held at the Experimental
Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy (BSA). Selim Al Deen Foundation, in
association with BSA, is arranging the
festival that started from January 13.

The first day's programme included
staging of the Al Deen play “Dhaboman”
and a musical programme highlighting
Tagore's influence on Al Deen.

Veteran theatre personality Ataur
Rahman inaugurated the festival.
Nasiruddin Yousuff, chief of Dhaka Thea-
tre and festival convener, presided over the
session. Among others, Al Deen's widow
Begumzadi Meherunnisa was present.

Dhaka Theatre's “Dhaboman” is
directed by Shimul Yousuf. Yousuf also
compiled the musical programme --

“Rabindra Bhuban-e Selim-er Bhromon” -
- that featured several Tagore songs used
in Al Deen's plays. A documentary, titled
“Ei Je Ami”, on Al Deen's life and works
was the day's other notable attraction.
Esha Yousuff made the documentary.

The second day's programme featured
a memorial lecture on Al Deen. Professor
Afsar Ahmed, of Jahangirnagar University;,
delivered the lecture at the Seminar Room
of the academy. Following the lecture, a
group of Kobial from Dinajpur rendered
traditional kobi gaan at the Experimental
Theatre Hall.

The festival ends today. Bunon Theatre,
Savar will stage “Chaka” today. Anon
Zaman is the director of the play.

Selim Al Deen died on January 14, 2008.

PRANABESH CHAKRABORTY, Chittagong

In memory of Selim Al Deen, a two-day
festival was held in the port city on Janu-
ary 13 and 14.

Theatre enthusiasts of the city flocked
to see several of Al Deen's dramas in the
course of the festival.

Marking the 4th death anniversary of
the noted dramatist, Selim Al Deen Foun-
dation, Natyadhar and Pantomime Move-
ment jointly arranged the festival at the
District Shilpakala Academy.

Drawing a portrait of Selim Al Deen,
eminent artiste Dhali Al Mamun inaugu-
rated the festival. Loud beats of dhol by
Babul Jaladas and his troupe followed.
Elocutionist Faruque Taher recited from
the writings of Al Deen.

Rizwan Rajan, director of Pantomime
Movement, presented the keynote paper
at the programme, while Dr. Kuntal Barua,
teacher of Dramatics Department,
Chittagong University; poet Ejaz Yusulfi;
Professor Moshiur Rahman Adnan; dra-
matist Pradip Dewanjee and Mostafa
Kamal Jatra spoke at the programme.
Dramatist Khandaker Murtaja Ali, member
of Selim Al Deen Foundation, presided

over the programme.

Speakers at the programme were of
the view that through his life and works
Selim Al Deen played a significant role
in establishing institutes for theatre
and created a new theatre movement
that resounded with the voice of the
marginalised.

The maestro believed in experimen-
tation, innovation and creative amal-
gamation in drama and theatre, they
added.

The plays “Sangbad Cartoon”, directed
by M. Saiful Alam Chowdhury, and “Bhoga
Kain” directed by Mostafa Kamal Jatra
were staged on the first day of the festival.
Ganayan Natya Sampraday and Natyadhar
presented the plays.

The second day of the festival fea-
tured a mimodrama, “Prachya”, and
“Basan” -- both scripted by Selim Al
Deen. Pantomime Movement and
Arindam staged the plays.
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one song being transformed step by
step by Lange's hands busily tapping
on glass water bottle, by connecting
or disconnecting into tiny self-made
electronic devices she brought over
from Germany. And this particular
song or the raw material for the
circuit bending came from a battery-
operated toy she had received as a
present from a kid in Dhaka.

Sitting in the audience one could
see that the hands of the artiste were
very busy at work... and all this you
could watch on a close up-view
projected on the big screen. She sat
on one side of the stage with all the
sound-transformers and wires laid
out in front of her on a table. This
close proximity of being able to
witness the hands at work added
intrigue for the viewer, but also an
intimacy formed with the strange
sounds that spilled into the physical
space...perhaps also with the artiste
herself, who sat in semi darkness. It
is as if you are witnessing a secret act
of doing something unknown, some-
thing surprising, and waiting to hear
what's next.

At some point, especially at the
beginning of the performance, the
sound was a bit irritating. As if it was
saying, “Hello I am here! I am here to
test your patience!” Living in Dhaka,
we are particularly aware of gazillion
sounds and noises surrounding us,
practically all the time -- soothing

performance -- the intensity and the
occasional release demanded quite a
bit from the audience. Perhaps there
lies its success; it's some kind of an
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American artiste Nam June Paik was
experimenting with new audio-
video equipments; my longtime
favourite musician and performance
artiste Laurie Anderson continues to
surprise her audience with innova-
tive sounds, voice and music. Con-
temporary artiste Ann Hamilton's
huge installations are never com-
plete without the collaborations of
the sound engineers. Many of the
contemporary sound artistes dealing
purely with sound bending have a
natural concentration in Germany
and the Scandinavian countries.
Lange studied Fine Art at the
University of the Arts in Berlin, Ger-
many. She does installation art and
it was through creating sounds for
her installations that she got more
and more interested in sound art.

the different devices in the begin-
ning and thereafter she began to mix
the sounds. How people talk, move-
ments of their heads, or the deep
black hair of our people -- these
impressions and more of what she's
gathered from the few weeks' stay in
Dhaka and an electronic language of
these impressions were indeed
imbedded in the sound collage
which she expressed through her
machines. She explained, based on
the magnetic field and other sound
ambience of a particular space, her
interactions with the devices do
differ and the same exact sound is
quite impossible to recreate. A reali-
sation that strikes very interesting to
Andrea Lange is that more and
more, the machines are really con-
trolling what we do and can do.

The writer is an art historian and a lecturer in
Contemporary Art at University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh.

Serajul Islamn Chowdhury presided over
the inaugural session.

More than 300 youngsters, represent-
ing some 110 schools, participated in the
festival. About 300 vibrant wall maga-

The Artist wins four prizes at Critics' Choice Awards

Silent film “The Artist” was the big win-
ner at this year's Critics' Choice Awards,
winning four prizes.

The movie took the evening's top
award, best picture, as well as best score,
best costume design and best director
for France's Michel Hazanavicius.

“I made a silent movie. [ don't like to
speak so much,” Hazanavicius said on
stage as he accepted his prize.

“The Help” won three gongs including
best actress for Viola Davis. George
Clooney won best actor for “The
Descendants”.

“The Help”, which was based on
Kathryn Stockett's best-selling novel, is
the story of African-American maids
who are persuaded by a young white
woman to secretly work with her on a
book about their lives during the US
civil-rights movement.

Octavia Spencer, who co-stars in the
movie as a feisty, defiant domestic ser-
vant called Minny, scooped best sup-

Brindabon, Agami, Protyasha and
Swapnaghuri, highlighted rural culture,
panorama, the Liberation War and the
Language Movement.

val as a groundbreaking platform for
teenagers. He said, “Those who have
taken part in the festival will play an

imperative role in reforming society in

atmosphere for children so that they
could exercise freethinking. They felt
that the festival also aimed to develop
the talents of school students by creating
a space for exchange of perspectives.

according to a press release. The
magazine has poems and rhymes,
along with a short story, health

tips, letters, an interview, lots of fun

L'l_:wﬁr Jacket of the magazine.

entertaining activity pages from

puzzles, comic strips as well as two

At the inaugural session, Anwara Syed

11 prizes.

#nﬁl%ac msm#ﬁléstg’é film's cast

were named the best acting ensemble.
As she picked up her prize, Davis said

she was proud to have played a role in drama set in motion by the 2001 terrorist in the US and Canada.
such an important film. attacks In New YOrk. et eeaenes e e enane e
“I considered it my honour to pay “Frankly, I didn't even imagine [ Source: BBC

homage to these women at this time

days to come. The festival will help dis-

period who were not allowed to dream
and not allowed to find their purpose.”
Martin Scorsese's family yarn “Hugo”
came away with just one award, for art
direction, despite being nominated for

But the director picked up a special
prize for his use of music in films, such
as “The Last Waltz” and Rolling Stones
documentary “Shine a Light”.

Sean Penn picked up the Joel Siegel
humanitarian award for his work in Haiti
following the 2010 earthquake.

Others who accepted trophies at the
ceremony, which was held at the Holly-
wood Palladium, included Christopher
Plummer, named best supporting actor
for “Beginners”, and Thomas Horn who
took home the best young actor prize for
“Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close”, a

for best visual effects.

would get this, but [ have,” Horn said.

“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows: Part 2" picked up two prizes for
best make-up and best sound.

“Bridesmaids” was named best com-
edy movie, “Drive” scooped the award
for best action movie and “Rango” won
the best animated feature trophy.

The trophy for best foreign language
film went to “A Separation” and Woody
Allen's “Midnight in Paris” took home
the prize for original screenplay.

“Moneyball” was named best adapted
screenplay and “The Girl With the
Dragon Tattoo” won best editing.

“The Tree Of Life"” and “War Horse"
shared the award for best cinematogra-
phy and “Rise of the Planet of the Apes”
was also recognised, winning the trophy

The winners were voted for by mem-
bers of the Broadcast Film Critics Associ-
ation, the largest film critics organisation

activities for children to do, jokes,

Beetle Baily
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sulting editor. “Jol Porey Pata

Norey” is sure to bring a new
dimension to the world of reading,
particularly reading in Bengali, for
little ones.

by Mort Walker
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