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Around half of brick fields
in Barisal division illegal

SUSANTA GHOSE, Barisal

As many as 103 out of 245
brick fields in six districts of
Barisal division have contin-
ued their illegal operation,
ignoring several notices to
take no-objection and clear-
ance certificates from the
Department of Environment
(DoE) by installing modern-
ised systems.

Using unsafe and outdated
chimneys in defiance of envi-
ronmental rules, they are
causing air pollution and
affecting soil fertility and plan-
tations, said DoE officials.

Fifty-two out of 107 brick
kilns in Barisal, four out of 25
in Thalakathi, 21 out of 34 in
Bhola, 10 out of 28 in
Patuakhali, four out of 22 in
Pirojpur and 12 out of 29
brick kilns in Barguna dis-
trict of Barisal division are
operating illegally, Barisal
divisional DoE office

sources said.
Twenty-five of the 103

legally operated brick kilns are
using modernised chimneys.

They include one hybrid
Hoffman chimney in Bhola,
14 Zig-Zag chimneys in
Bhola, five in Barisal, three in
Patuakhali and two in
Barguna districts.

One hundred and seven-
teen other legal kilns have
120-foot-high chimneys.

Of the 103 illegal brick
kilns, 65 are using 'band
drum' chimneys and 38
others are using 120-foot-
high but defective chim-
neys, Barisal DoE sources
said, adding that.

The owners of the illegal
brick kilns are conducting
their business in sheer viola-
tion of the directives men-
tioned in the Brick Kiln
Amendment Rule 2001, the

DoE officials said.

As per directives of the
rule, brick kilns should not
be constructed around three
kilometres of any human
habitation, house, road and

highway or crop field.
Besides, wood should not

beused asfuelin a brick kiln.
Nazmul Haque, the DoE

official in charge of Barisal
division, said the office of
the DoE deputy director in
Barisal is running with only
11 officials and staffs to
cover all types of environ-
ment issues in 40 upazilas
under six districts of Barisal

division without any trans-
port facility.

An organogram for the
Barisal DoE office with 32-
strong manpower including
a director, a magistrate and
three inspectors was
approved long ago butitis yet
to be materialised, he said.

"Despite our limitations,
the DoE special enforcement
team is conducting drives. In
December last year, they
fined Tk 40 thousand each to
Muna Bricks and SB Bricks in
Barisal district, and Tk 30
thousand, Tk 20 thousand

and Tk 10 thousand to RSF
Bricks, Fatema Bricks and
Anwar Bricks in Barguna
district. The team also
stopped operation of the
brickkilns," he said.

Local sources, however,
said the fined brick kilns
again started their produc-
tion shortly after departure
ofthe DoE officials.

Eight other brick fields of
Barisal division were given
final notice on December 29
last year to stop their activi-
ties until installation of
legally acceptable chimneys

PHOTO: STAR
Owners of this brick kiln in Babuganj upazila of Barisal district resumed its illegal operation, shortly after officials of the

Department of Environment fined them and issued order to stop its functioning in December last year.

and obtaining clearance
from the DoE, sources said.

Maniruzzaman Rubel,
president of Barisal Brick
Kiln Owners Association,
said, "After paying due gov-
ernment tax and duties,
many brick kiln owners
sought trade licenses and
clearance from the DoE. But
the district administration is
losing huge revenue due to
non-issuance of any fresh
license for running brick
fields in Barisal on the plea
of some legal constraints."

Panasonic
ideas for life

this week
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This winter, get a styhsh Lumix camera to give yourself a chance tu win
free air tickets to Malaysia, India and Nepal. So get ready to take your best
shot and roam the world in style.

Lumix LX5

»10.1 megapixel
o /2.0 LEICA DC Lens
» 3.8 x optical zoom

Tk. 54,500/-

Lunarx FH27

* 16.1 megapixels
* 3" screen
e 28 — 224 mm (8x)

Tk. 26,500/-
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Lunic FZ40
* 14,1 megapixel
® 24 x optical zoom
» [SO 6400

Tk. 44,500/-

Lumi FH2

* 14,1 megapixels
e 2 7" screen
® 28112 mm (4x)

Tk. 19,500/-

FREE 4 GB Memory Card + FREE Carry Bag
with every purchase of Panasonic Lumix Camera.
Visit us at Dhaka International Trade Fair 2012, Pavilion no. 4

“Ohffers are avalabie af sefected oulfets. Ask for your Lumix coupon af the time of purchase.
Draw will be held in every Wednesday at ACY Centre, Tejgaon. Promotion period- 22 Dec.2011 fo 31 Jan.2012

Lunmix TZ20

14,1 megapixels MOS Sensor
» 3" screen, 24-384 mm (16
# 3D, Full HD, Touchscreen, GPS

Tk. 45,500/-

Lunane S3

* 14.1 megapixels
e 2. 7" screen
® 28— 112 mm (4x)

Tk. 15,500/-

ACI Consumer Electronics
245 Tejgaon I/A, Dhaka. Ph. 01713082765

Lumix TZ18

* 14,1 megapixels
* 3" screen
e 24 — 384 mm (16x)

Tk. 36,500/-

Lunne S1

* 12.1 megapixels
e 2.7" screen
* 28— 112 mm (4x)

Tk. 13,500/-

Panasonic Exclusive Showrooms: Motijheel: 9, C/A, 9556254, 01914-898733, 01730-736017 Mirpur: 220, Rokeya Sarani, Taltola,
8141397,01716-118800 Bashundhara City: Level-1,Block-B,Shop-59,60, 01732-277765 Banani: 67/B Kamal Ataturk Avenue, 9896348,
01922-901290 Mohammadpur: 9,Tajmahal Road (Opposite Japan Garden City) 01730-736018, 01728-023968 Tongi: 114/118 Sena Kallyan
Commercial Complex, Tongi,Gazipur, 01929-076091 Chittagong: 9,M.M.Ali Road, Lalkhan Bazar, 634197, 01711-760801 Barisal: 111/112

Police Line Road, 01747-443348, 01711-100199 Bogra: 1344/1345 Kalitola College Road, 78355, 01717-546561 Sirajgonj: S. S. Road,
0751-63473, 01724-625007 Stadium Market: 75/75-A,B.B. National Market, Tel: 9558312, 9553820 Bijoy Sorony: Tel: 8123854, 01195-062010
Uttara : 01197-151075.

Locals foil bid
to kidnap
headmaster

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Local people on Friday night
foiled an alleged bid to kid-
nap the headmaster of
Koirabari High School in

Atghoria upazila of Pabna.
Headmaster Md Saiful

Islam filed a case with
Atghoria Police Station
yesterday morning, accus-
ing Md Abdul Hamid, a
suspended teacher of the
school, and six others.

In the case statement,
Headmaster Saiful Islam
alleged that Abdul Hamid,
suspended on charge of
corruption by the school
authorities on May 17 in
2010, and his hired men
stormed into his house at
Koirabari village at around
9:30pm and tried to kidnap
him and his son.

“As we cried for help,
locals rushed to my house
and chased the gang. But
they could not catch hold of
any of the gang members as
a team of detective branch
of police intercepted the
villagers and helped the
kidnappers flee,” the head-
master stated.

Witnesses said villagers
besieged the DB men, alleg-
ing that they (detectives)
helped the gang escape from
the village. Later, police
reached the spot and res-
cued the DB men.

Refuting the allegation,
a DB official said the
detectives led by Sub-
Inspector Md Zahid were
carrying out a drive at the
village at that time to
arrest some criminals.

However, DB official Md
Mostafa Harun said, head-
master Saiful Islam has
already filed a complaint
with the superintendent of
police, accusing the DB team
of helping the alleged kid-
nappers to escape.

“We are investigating the
matter. If the allegation
against the DB men proved
to be true, we will take
departmental action against
them,” the official added.

EIGHT YEARS OVER

No headway yet in case
for killing Manik Saha

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

There has been no headway
in journalist Manik Saha
murder case eight years into
theincident.

Khulna correspondent of
BBC and The New Age Manik
Chandra Saha was bombed to
death at noon on this day in

2004 near Khulna Press Club.
But trial of his murder

caseis yet to be completed at
the court of the District and

Sessions Judge of Khulna.
Two separate cases were

recorded on January 17 of the
same year with Khulna Sadar
police station in connection
with the murder. One was
recorded under Section 302
of Bangladesh Penal Code
(BPC) while the other under

Explosive Substances Act.
Sub Inspector Ranjit

Kumar Das filed the cases as

complainant.
January 22 this year is the

Manik Saha

next date for hearing of the

murder case recorded under

Section 302 of BPC.
The date of hearing of the

case is being shifted time
and again as a prosecution
witness (PW) failed to turn
up in the court for deposi-

tion, said a court source.
The PW remained absent

at the hearing of the case
although the court sum-

moned him thrice.
So, he has been sum-

moned this time through the

secretary of a ministry to
ascertain his presence at the
court on January 22, the

courtsource added.
Three out ofthe 14 charge-

sheeted accused in the case
have been killed in crossfire
incidents while six are still in
Khulna district jail, three at

large and two on bail.

So far, 35 people have
been named as prosecution
witnesses in the case.

The case recorded under
Explosive Substances Act is
also under trial in the court
of Additional District and
Sessions Judge-1, Khulna,

the source further said.
Meanwhile, Khulna Press

Club and Khulna Union of
Journalists (KU]J) have taken
up separate programmes to
observe the death anniver-

sary of Manik Saha today.
The programmes include

a discussion meeting and
laying of wreaths at his
memorial.

Criminals brutally murder
housewife in Moulvibazar

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Criminals brutally killed a
housewife at Folaun village
under Mostofapur union of
Sadar upazila in
Moulvibazar district on
Friday night.

The victim, Sabita Rani
Malaker, 38, wife of Monju
Gopal Malaker of Folaun
village, was found lying on
the floor with a sackful of
paddy on her chest and a
pata (stone slab for grinding
spices) on mouth when

Monju returned home at
about 9:00pm, said locals
and police.

That evening Sabita was
alone in the house as Monju
went out for doing private
tuition.

Hearing Monju's hue
and cry, neighbours
rushed to his house and
removed the paddy sack
and the stone slab but
found Sabita dead.

Informed, police from
Moulvibazar Sadar Model
Police Station went to the
spot and sent the body to

Moulvibazar Sadar
Hospital morgue.

Monju Gopal said there
were Tk 8 thousand in cash
and four tolas of gold orna-
ment at his house but
those were looted by the
criminals.

"Police visited the spot
and we are investigating
whether the incident took
place during robbery or it
was a murder due to past
enemy,” said Abu Zafar Md
Saleh, officer in charge of
Moulvibazar Sadar Model
Police Station.
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st range in Kolkata

9B Wood Street, Kolkata 700 016 (India),

Ph:4+91 33 2290 5000/5001/3388/3399 Fax:491 33 2281 6596,

B Email: igjic@igjcreation.com, Website: www.igjcreation.com
For further enquiries please call +91 8981390009 | §| fb.com/igjcreations

our patients.

Centre of Excellence

ncer Diagnosis
- and Treatment

As group practice, we bring the
strength of a team of highly trained
medical oncologists, haematologists,
oncology surgeons, pathologists,
nurses, etc to provide personalised
and integrated cancer treatments for

We offer a full suite of cancer
surgeries and treatments, as well as
the latest in cancer care including
advanced surgical techniques, new
targeted drug therapies,
immune-therapies, selective internal
radiation therapy for liver cancers,
and cancer pain management.

United Link, Level 5, 25 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka 1212

Phone: 88-0-2-8834976 |Hotline: 88-01730727272
enquiries_bangladesh@raffleshospital.com | www.raffleshospital.com/bengali

Raffles Hospital is a Joint Commission International (JCI} accredited hospital . m '
and 150 9001:2008 certified. Backed by 35 years of delivering guality medical
care, the Raffles brand name is synonymous with quality and trust.

Services

International Patient Services | Aesthetics | Cancer | Children | Counseling | Dental | Dialysis |
Ear, Nose & Throat | Eye | Fertility | Health Screening | Heart | Internal Medicine |

Obstetrics & Gynaecology | Orthopaedics | Skin | Surgery | UroRenal | Women

Connect with Us for the latest health tips {§ § facebook.com/RafMlesMedGrp || twitter.com/RatflesMedGrp




