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Pak govt faces

confidence vote

Embattled Gilani, Zardari lobby for
support, govt aims to tackle courts

AGENCIES

President Asif Ali Zardari's ruling party lob-
bied coalition partners and Prime Minister
appealed for backing from lawmakers yes-
terday for today's critical vote of confidence
as the civilian government faces the most
intense pressure from the powerful military

sincea 1999 coup.
One of Zardari's allies introduced a

resolution in parliament
which places "full confi-
dence and trust" in the polit-
ical leadership of the
nuclear-armed South Asian
state.

In a dramatic and defiant
speech, Gilani urged MPs to
protect the country's democ-
racy and said he "will not beg
supportfromanyone".

He said that anyone who had a hand in
removing his government would be set-

ting backdemocracy in Pakistan.
"Now we have to decide whether we

should have democracy or dictatorship in
this country. If we have committed any
mistakes, it does not mean that democ-
racy or parliament should be punished,"

the prime minister told parliamentarians.
The National Assembly will debate the

confidence motion on Monday and the

government hopes for a vote next week.
The vote comes amid a deepening

]

political crisis between the government,
the military and judiciary. It will be held as
a Supreme Court deadline expires for the
government to reopen political corrup-
tion cases.

The deadline was set after the court
quashed a government amnesty for politi-
cians, including Pakistan's President Asif
Ali Zardari, and is seen as a direct challenge
tothe government.

Analysts predict that
Gilaniis likely to win the vote
of confidence, and that
obtaining parliament's seal
of approval is likely to
strengthen hishand.

Meanwhile Pakistan's
President Asif Ali Zardari
\ returned to Pakistan yester-

day aftera briefvisitto Dubai.

His departure on Thursday fuelled
rumours of an impending military coup,
in a country which has a history of army
takeovers.

Pakistan has been under military dicta-
torships for about half its history since
independence in 1947, its civilian leaders
thrown out in three coups.

But despite current tensions, analysts
say another coup is unlikely and early
elections, possibly in the first half of this

ear, are amore plausible outcome.
'
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

2 crushed
under train

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Rab

Two youths were crushed

Criminal killed in
'shootout’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

under a train yesterday
morning at Salla in
Kalihati upazila of
Tangail, an area where
seven more people died
under trains in last four

months.
One of the deceased
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

PRAYER TIMING

January 14

againsthim.

Asr 400 415
Maghrib 5-36 5-40
Esha  7-00 7-30

* Source:
Islamic Foundation

An alleged criminal was killed in the city's Tantibazar
area early yesterday in a so-called 'gunfight' between his

accomplices and Rab members.
Rab claimed the gang was preparing to realise toll while

the deceased's family gave areverse version ontheincident.
The body of Asif Ahmed Sajib, 27, of Tantibazar was

taken to Sir Salimullah Medical College Hospital morgue

for an autopsy.
Sajib, who was released from jail on bail, had six cases,

including that for murder and possession of arms,

According to a Rab press release, a team of Rab-10
reached near Peusri Jewellers around 2:05am actingon a
tip-off that Sajib and his accomplices were heading to
Tantibazar area for extorting money.
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Humayun
made spl
adviser at
UN mission

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Popular
writer
Humayun
Ahmed
has been
appointed
special
adviser to the Bangladesh
Mission in the United
Nations, reports a private

television channel.
“I am surprised but

happy,” said the author,
who is now staying in the
USA for treatment of can-

cer, in his reaction.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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GMG to cut down
flight operations

Plans to downsize workforce, close
long routes as cost-cutting measure

SHARIFUL ISLAM

The country's first private airlines GMG
now plans to cut down its operations and
lay off a significant number of workers
even though it had earlier predicted busi-

ness expansion.
As part ofits cost-cutting measures, the

airlines already closed some of its domes-
tic and international routes, including the

Dhaka-Jeddah route since December 16.
GMG's debt of Tk 45.93 crore to the

Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh
(Caab) and Tk 18 crore in travel tax to

National Board of Revenue (NBR) as of
July last year are a pointers to its poor

financial health.
The airlines also delayed some staff

salary payments in November last year.
The airlines, however, claimed that the
delay was due to fund rearrangement of

its sister concerns.
A top GMG official requesting anonym-

ity said they have already decided to sus-
pend operation on most of the long-haul
routes where Boeing 767-300 Extended

Range planes were operating.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

4 arrested
for cutting
Ctg hills

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A joint team of
Department of
Environment (DoE) and
Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) early yesterday
arrested four people in
connection with hill
cutting in Sitakunda
upazila.

The team seized two
excavators, a motorcycle
and two trucks used in
carrying soil from the
spot.

The arrestees are
Shawkat Ali, 23, and
Morshed Ali, both from
Sitakunda upazila and

truck drivers Sheikh Alam,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Many hills of Chittagong are levelled, mostly under the cover of night, to make way for illegal housing projects. The
photo was taken from Jungle Latifpur in the port city yesterday.

SECRET KILLINGS

Asian HR body
for probe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AFP, Vienna

PROBING 'COVERT' ACTIVITIES

[ran to allow UN
nuke watchdog

Expressing concern over mysterious disappearances and
secret killings in the country, the Asian Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) has called forimmediate investiga-

tion of all such incidents.

The rights watchdog in a statement on its website
www.humanrights.asia has also asked the civil society to
press the government to address the incidents of abduc-

tion and secret killing as a top priority.
The statement said abductions followed by killings

have become a matter of serious concern for everyone in

Bangladesh.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

A high-level UN nuclear agency delegation will visit Iran
late this month to try to clear up claims of covert weapons
activities that have stoked tensions between Tehran and

theWest, diplomats said yesterday.
The announcement came a day after Ali Larijani, the

influential speaker of Iran's parliament, said during a
visit to Turkey that his country was ready for "serious"
talks with world powers on its controversial nuclear

programme.
The trip led by International Atomic Energy Agency

chief inspector Herman Nackaerts and the agency's

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Memorial Meeting
for Late Samson H. Chowdhury

qH] Al JCOR (T, WAE (NG AfeE wima oA
AREHRE/SA/AY GIEfSe AREEYEA vEe e et | TS,
GFMCE AN AT Yol Jfa 2MhR, Sice e g sifawrer arery
R (AT MRS Z62 | TTFAT (&, (NG LI, d5b- AT GT-30b
S GiEfSe M3 were A% SEr A S Sets @R
NfBTINT FAAY | TG BT 8 NIfeTs TSHD, (&6 S THAT S

AT |

OO, (T 8 TN ool wifes 2fafzfe guis tay vizfe:
AR A NfE BEITS sEEitE W3 194 AREEYR 5Es W N

BIETIRIR & (0T NETEoeltd Sqeaid a1 e |

fEfe-se

ety

Today, January 14, 2012
Venue: Celebrity Hall, Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre (BICC),
Agargaon, Dhaka
Time: 2:30pm

Organized by:
MCCI, DCCI, ICC-B, FBCCI, CCCI
A reminder to invited guests
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think World Bank's dedision
will be positive regarding lifting of
the suspension of its fund for the

Padma Bridge project?
® Yos mmm (35.5%)
o Mo E— (61.2%)
@ No Comments (3.3%)

TOTALVOTES: 428

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with the University
Grants Commission's statement
that some quarters are trying to
destabilise the academic
atmosphere in the universities?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews _’)
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