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US sends 2nd warship near Gult

Zardari flies
to Dubali
amid crisis

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's President Asif Ali
Zardari was in Dubai yester-
day for a brief visit to attend
awedding and possibly have
a health check, a close aide
told AFP.

The trip, which the aide
said would last one day,
comes as the government
faces a worsening row with
the country's powerful mili-
tary and is embroiled in court
proceedings that threatens
thetopcivilianleaders.

"He will return Friday," he
said on condition of ano-
nymity because he was not
authorised to speak to media.

City

Russia says US strike on Iran a 'real danger'; Japan cuts Iran oil import

could easily close the Strait of Hormuz -

AFP, Washington

is pushing the Americans towards

A second US aircraft carrier, the USS
Carl Vinson, has arrived in the Gulf
region, the Pentagon said
Wednesday, calling the move "rou-
tine" and denying any link to

mounting tensions with Iran.

Backed by a cruiser, destroyer and
with almost 80 planes and helicopters
on board, the USS Carl Vinson carrier
strike group "arrived in the US 5th Fleet
area of responsibility (AOR)" on
January?9," aFifth Fleetstatement said.

"Her deployment in that area is
routine, long-planned -- there's noth-
ing unusual about that," Pentagon

spokesman John Kirby said.

Despite the Pentagon's denials of
a build-up in the region, the USS
Abraham Lincoln was in the Indian
Ocean and en route to join the Carl
Vinson, according to the US Navy.

Meanwhile, Russian Security
Council secretary Nikolai Patrushev
has warned that military escalation
is likely in Iran, with "real danger" of

a US strike.

"There is a likelihood of military
escalation of the conflict, and Israel

official said.
International
confrontation over
Iran's nuclear pro-
gram has grown
more tense as
threats and coun-
ter-threats are being
increasingly backed
with displays of
military muscle.
Meanwhile, the
assassination of an
Iranian nuclear
scientist sparked
deep fury in Tehran
yesterday against
prime suspect
Israel and the

it," Patrushev said in an interview
published yesterday on the website
of the daily Kommersant.

"There is a real danger of a US mili-
tary strike on Iran," the senior Russian

United States, which said it had
nothing to do with the murder.

US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton on Wednesday "categori-
cally" denied any US involvement in

the bombing.
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omy.

Some hardline newspapers even
called for retaliatory action, with
one, Keyhan, saying in an editorial
that "assassinations of Israeli offi-
cials and military are achievable.”

the fore, are steadily ratcheting up
sanctions on Iran with the aim of
fracturing its oil-dependent econ-

Iran has responded by saying it

In a letter
demanding a
strong condemna-
tion from the UN
Security Council,
Iran said it had
evidence
unnamed "foreign
quarters” were
behind the killing
of scientist
Mostafa Ahmadi
Roshan. He was
killed by a car
bomb 0 n
Wednesday.

Western
nations, with the
United States at

- a chokepoint for 20 percent of the
world's tanker-carried oil at the
entrance to the Gulf -- if it is attacked or
ifsanctions haltits petroleum exports.

Washington said closing the strait is
a "red line" that should not be crossed
and said it would keep sending war-
ships to the region.

The attack was similar to four
others that have occurred in Tehran
inthe past two years.

Meanwhile, marking a victory for
US diplomatic efforts to pressure
Tehran into giving up its nuclear
programme, Japan said it will cut
imports of Iranian oil.

The pledge was made during a
visit by US Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner, who came to
Tokyo from Beijing, which refused to
isolate Tehran amid US pressure,
empty handed.

India, which buys about $12-
billion-worth of oil from Iran a year,
also said it had not told refiners to
reduce supplies, Dow Jones
Newswires reported Thursday, while

South Korea said it would ask the US

toletit not cutimports.

AFP, Kabul
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"
US marines abuse

video causes outrage

7

Afghanistan”.

video.

they are being filmed.

\.

The Afghan government and the Taliban condemned
yesterday a video purporting to show US Marines uri-
nating on the corpses of insurgents, but the Islamists
backed negotiations to end their 10-year war.

If authentic, the images -- which conjure up previous
abuses committed by US troops during the decade-long
war -- could spark deep anger and resentment in
Afghanistan and the wider Muslim world.

President Hamid Karzai said in a statement that "the
government of Afghanistan is deeply disturbed" of what

itcalled "desecrating dead bodies of three Afghans”.
The Taliban, who have made recent moves to talk an

end to the war, described the apparent abuse as "an
inhumane and savage act by the American soldiers in

But spokesman Zabihullah Mujahed added that he did
not think it would derail peace negotiations with the US
"which at this stage are mainly about prisoner exchange".

The Pentagon said the US military is investigating
the authenticity of the video and the Marine Corps said
the actions were not consistent with its core values.

Nato forces in Afghanistan also condemned the

The footage shows four men in military fatigues
appearing to urinate on three apparently lifeless men.
They have brown skin, bare feet and are dressed in
loose-fitting outfits. One appears to be covered in
blood. The men in military fatigues seem to be aware
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Clues in DNA
reveal how
long we'll live

DaiLy MAIL ONLINE

Scientists have found a way
to predict how long some-
one will live by measuring
their genes asababy:.

Life expectancy is written
into our DNA and is there to
be seen from the day we are
born.

It all depends on the length
of the telomeres, which are
described as 'acting like the
plastic ends on shoelaces' to
protect chromosomes from
wear and tear.

Telomeres are thought to
hold the key to ageing.

Put simply, the longer
your telomeres, the longer
you will live - dependent, of
course, on not dying acci-
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US further
reduces staft
in Syria

AFP, Washington

The United States said
Wednesday it would reduce
the number of staff at its
embassy in Damascus amid
fears for their safety over the
Syrian government's deadly
crackdown on pro-
democracy protests.

The orders were con-
tained in a new US State
Department travel warning,
an update to one issued in
October in which staff were
restricted and family mem-
bers asked to leave.

France demanded an
investigation into death of
the journalist, identified by
his employer France 2 televi-
sion as 43-year-old Gilles

Nuke stockpiles are not secure

Five minutes to

midnight
One degree closer to nuclear

destruction, say the keepers of the

“Doomsday clock”

Emerging concerns |

B Refusal to engage in global
action on climate change

B Trend to reject or diminish
scientific warnings

P> Risks highlighted by Japan's |
Fukushima nuclear accident

The clock

. Asymbolic warning set up in 1947 by the
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, to measure
proximity to global nuclear destruction

Close calls History since inceplion

2007, 11:55
North Korea
nuclear test,
fears over Iran

AFP, Washington

The world's nuclear stock-
piles are far from safe and
could fall into the hands of
terrorists, the American
non-governmental organi-
zation Nuclear Threat
Initiative said Wednesday in
anew study.

The organization, dedi-
cated to nuclear non-
proliferation, enlisted inter-
national experts to classify
the security of atomic mate-
rials kept at hundreds of sites
in 32 countries that hold
more than a kilo of highly
enriched uranium (HEU) or
plutonium, which can be
used to make nuclear bombs.

The three countries with
the highest rankings are
Australia (94 out of 100),
Hungary (89) and the Czech
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Announces new prisoner amnesty

REUTERS, Pa-an

Myanmar's government signed a ceasefire with ethnic Karen
rebels yesterday to try to end one of the world's longest-
running insurgencies, part of its efforts to resolve all con-

flicts with separatist groups.

Meanwhile, in a late development, Myanmar's president
granted amnesty to more than 600 people jailed across the
country, an official said, although whether any political
prisoners were included was not initially known.

The government and the 19-member Karen National
Union (KNU) delegation agreed in principle to 11 points and
signed two broad agreements to end hostilities between the
military and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
start dialogue towards a political settlement to a 62-year con-

flict.

The ceasefire could be a small step towards the lifting of
two decades of sanctions imposed on Myanmar by the
European Union and the United States, which have made
peace with ethnic militias a pre-requisite for a review of the

embargoes.

Peace talks have been held on six occasions since 1949,
but no lasting agreement has been reached.

Igbal had been living on
the top floor of the building
“Masum Kutir” with his wife
and two younger brothers.
His brother Afran Igbal, 11,
and nephew Shaon came to
visit them after school exam-
inations.

Igbal's brothers Afran
and Jubaer Igbal, 28,
escaped the fire as they
climbed down the building
from the balcony using a
piece ofacloth.

On information, five fire-
fighting units rushed to the
spot and put out the blaze
after a two-hour effort.

Jasim said the thick
smoke got trapped inside
the building as the main gate
on the ground floor and the
door to the roof were closed.

Smoke might have spread
to the top floor after Shaon,

apartment door to escape,
Jasim said.

The bodies were sent to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital where grieving
relatives of the victims gath-
ered in the morning.

Hearing the news,
Tamanna's father Abdul
Hannan Siddique rushed to
the hospital from his village
in Satkania upazila.

“My daughter was expect-
ing a child next month but
everything is finished now,”
said Hannan with tears roll-
ing down his cheeks.

Tamanna, student of
Economics at Haji Md
Mohsin College, and Igbal
got married only ten months
back, said Hannan.

He said Tamanna was ill
and could not sit for a test on
January 10 before master's

Nasrin, who went to the
CMCH morgue, said
Tamanna was a bit sad for
failing to take the test. But
she was very happy that she
would be amothersoon.
TEENAGER HELPS SAVE
LIVES

College student Fahim, a
tenant on the building's first
floor, helped as many as 17
people escape the fire.

He woke up to the noise of
an explosion at about
3:00am and ran to the
kitchen to find out what
happened. He saw a blaze
flaring up the department
store on the ground floor.

Fahim then opened the
apartment door to get out
but found the staircase filled
with thick smoke. He shut
the door.

He woke up his family

front side. He called out the
house owner on the second
floor.

“All nine members of my
family climbed down
through the adjoining tin-
roof of another department
store beside the garage. Six
family members of the
house owner came down to
our balcony using a piece of
cloth and then got down to
the street,” he said.

“At that moment, we saw
Igbal's two brothers crying
for help at their balcony. We
told them to climb down
using a piece of cloth.”

Igbal's younger brothers
Jubaer, and Afran managed
to climb down from third
floor with their help, said
Fahim.

PM receives D Litt from Tripura University
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conferred the degree on
Hasina at the ninth convoca-
tion of the university here in
Agartala.

In his speech, Ansari
mentioned that Hasina's
tireless efforts in upholding
democratic values and
women's rights in
Bangladesh were recognised
and served as a global
benchmark.

Hasina is the first ever
foreign leader who has been
conferred the honorary
degree by the university since
itsestablishmentin 1987.

Accepting the prestigious
degree, the prime minister
said she believed the award
given to her would inspire
and encourage her furtherin
dedicating her life for the
welfare of people.

Hasina, also president of
the ruling Awami League,
said democracy in
Bangladesh had taken a
much stronger foothold in
Bangladesh following the

universally-acclaimed free
and fair elections of
December 29, 2008.

In her written statement,
the prime minister said her
government immediately
adopted policies to empower
people towards entrenching
democracy further which is
essential for peace, justice
and development.

Expressing her emotional
feelings for the people of
Tripura over their tremen-
dous support to the
Bangladeshi people in 1971,
she said, “As we touched
down at Agartala airport last
evening (Wednesday), a flush
of emotions overwhelmed
me. 1 recalled the tremen-
dous sacrifices during our
glorious struggle for inde-
pendence and the interesting
role of your city at the time.

“To be here is the realisa-
tion of a long-awaited
dream,” she added.

Hasina said Bangladesh
and Tripura shared a close
historical, cultural, linguistic

and traditional affinity. “This
is why during the horrifying
days of 1971, our people
migrated en masse for refuge
to Tripura. The state was in
days flooded with refugees,
whose numbers were more
thanits own population.”

Tripura, indeed India,
helped selflessly the for-
saken millions by sharing its
food and other basic neces-
sities with our people, said
the prime minister.

She thanked the people of
Tripura for their unparalleled
contribution in the days of
the independence struggle,
and also for organising the
magnificent ceremony:.

The prime minister said
the people of Bangladesh
vividly remembered those
tragic days, and with deep
oratitude the support the
hapless people received
from the people of Tripura
and other Indian states.

She said she was happy to
learn that this place used to
be a camp for the

Bangladesh freedom fight-
ers in 1971, long before this
university was setup here.
Hasina said despite hav-
ing huge potential, poverty
was still the one and only
enemy of the region. She
underscored the need for
regional prosperity and
economic development to
eliminate the social menace.
She said an excellent net-
work of connectivity of roads,
railways, waterways, and
close people-to-people con-
tact was the main precondi-
tion for regional prosperity
and economic development.
“Therefore, physical
connectivity with countries
in the South Asian region has
become a major drive of my
foreign policy,” she said.
Hasina said she was con-
vinced that connectivity,
particularly with the neigh-
bouring northeastern Indian
states, including Tripura,
would generate tremendous
economic vibrancy and
consequent people's

empowerment and overall
development of the region.

Therefore, she named a
number of initiatives which,
if implemented, would
enhance Tripura's develop-
ment. These include
Akhaura-Agartala rail link;
operation of Ashuganj as a
multi-modal transhipment
point; transportation of
Over Dimensional Cargo for
the Palatana Power Station; a
bridge over Feni river; use of
Chittagong and Mongla
ports by India; operation of
the Ramgarh-Sabroom Land
Customs Station; and the
new border Haats.

Hasina said, “Bangladesh
is happy to be a part of this
exciting future, for which we
believe that we must work,
grow and prosper together
for the overall welfare of the
people.”

Congratulating Hasina
on being conferred the hon-
orary D. Lit degree, Ansari
said, “We admire your cour-
age in facing the threats of

terrorism and extremism
afflicting humanity, your
advocacy for pluralism,
moderation and tolerance,
and the ambitious agenda of
economic growth, welfare
and social justice that you
have planned for and imple-
mented in Bangladesh.”

He said India and
Bangladesh stood commit-
ted to fashioning economic
and trade arrangements, not
only for ensuring closer
integration of the region
with the national economy
but also with the economics
of neighbouring countries.

Among others, Governor
of Tripura Dr DY Patil, Chief
Minister Manik Sarkar,
Indian Union Minister for
HRD, Science and ICT Kapil
Sibal, Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni and
Chancellor of Tripura
University Prof Amiya
Kumar Bagchi also spoke.
Vice-Chancellor Prof
Arunoday Saha delivered the
welcome address.

cised the main opposition
BNP for raising the issue of
restoring the caretaker gov-
ernment system at its talks
with the president on
Wednesday since, he said, it
was not on the agenda.

Explaining the presi-
dent's proposal, Asraf said,
"He might promulgate an
ordinance providing for
constitution of the next
election commission or he
may send a proposal to
parliament to enact a law to
thisend.”

“None of the successive
governments in the last 40
years (since independence)
came up to enact the law.
But we told the honourable
president that the present
AL government will support
his proposal to this end,”
said Ashraf, also LGRD min-
ister.

Besides, the AL team
informed the president that
the party will welcome any
initiative taken by him for
holding free and fair polls,
he said.

The president initiated
the talks with the political
parties, excepting
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami, as the five-year ten-
ure of the present EC expires
next month.

Starting on December 22,
the much-talked about
dialogue ended yesterday.

All the 23 political parties
that joined the talks stressed
strengthening the EC for
holding free and fair polls.

Of them, 12 parties
including BNP urged the
president to take initiative
for restoration of the care-
taker system although it was
not on the agenda of the
dialogue.

Six parties -- AL, Jatiya
Party, Shamyabadi Dal,
Ganatantrik Islami Oikya
Jote, Islami Oikya Jote and
Islamic Front -- opposed the

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal,
Workers Party, Jatiya Party-
JP and National Awami Party
did not say anything on this
issue at the talks.

But Tarikat Federation
had proposed formation of
an interim government with
the incumbent prime minis-

ter heading it.
The caretaker system was

scrapped through the 15th
amendment to the constitu-
tion last year, triggering
criticism from different
quarters.

Asked about BNP's
demand at the dialogue for
restoring the caretaker sys-
tem before the formation of
the next EC, Ashraf said at
the briefing the Election
Commission is a constitu-
tional body, and tenure of
the present EC will expire in
mid-February. So, there
must be continuity of the
constitutional body.

Besides, it has already
been proved that free and
fair polls can be held under
the present political govern-
ment, he said.

Asked whether AL will
join if the president calls for
talks on the caretaker gov-
ernment issue, Ashraf said,
“We'll welcome any such
initiative taken by the presi-
dent.”

Replying to a question, he
said BNP joined the talks
with the president to escape
people's wrath. “It is clear
that their objective was not
good.”

31st BCS
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candidates are in general

cadre, 1,011 in technical
cadre and rest of the candi-
dates are placed in both
cadres.

The viva voce examina-
tions will be held on
Februaryé6.



