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Oftending lawmaker

FROM PAGE 1
do not, for all your anger at

the other person, physically
touch him or her. But that is
what Kamal Majumder did
and because he did, he can
rightly be accused of a delib-
erate attempt (o injure
Aparna Singha.

Observe what Kamal
Majumder did besides caus-
ing bodily harm to the young
journalist. He used an exple-
tive which the media have
not reported, for all the right
reasons, and which expletive
has left Aparna shocked
beyond belief. But if the
expletive is something the
nature of which we are not
aware of, we do know that the
lawmaker, in that instant of
law breaking on his part,
hurled the term "stupid” at
the Rtv reporter. That was a
gross example of one individ-
ual deliberately employing a
word denoting abuse at

another. MPs are not
expected to use such terms,
eveninastate ofindignation.

If they do, one can only
ask the question: how did
they get to be MPs and who
made it possible for them to
occupy such constitution-
ally hallowed positions?

In the case of Kamal
Majumder, the list of
offences appears to be going
up. Throwing all caution and
every ounce of decency to
the winds, he ordered his
hangers-on to slap Aparna.
That was again a grave prov-
ocation, a clear incitement
to lawlessness on the part of
one elected to make laws to
ensure a smooth working of
social order. Majumder did
not stop there. In full, clear
view of citizens before
Monipur High School and
College, he demanded that
someone fire into the crowd

that had by then gathered to
put himin his place.

And this is what he said, in
Bangla, "ei, guli chala".
Roughly translated, it is "fire
away" or "shoot". You ask,
appalled: is this man a parlia-
mentarian, really? And then
you remember all the past
incidents of wrongdoing,
some of them bordering on
the less than moral on the part
of politicians, which went into
an undoing of the AL govern-
ment elected in June 1996.

Such men as Kanal
Majumder have consistently
humiliated citizens and
embarrassed their own
parties. And yet their party
leaders have equally consis-
tently chosen them, election
after election, to speak for
the people in parliament.

The language Majumder
used on Tuesday was any-
thing but parliamentary.

Worse, it was a clear threat
held out to Aparna Singha, to
all citizens -- they can be
slapped, kicked, molested
and even murdered if they so
much as protest the wrong-
doing of a man linked to the
party in power.

In any civilised society,
the AL lawmaker would be
facing a plethora of ques-
tions from the police over his
threat of violence, over his
assault on the media. In any
democratic country, the
government would swiftly
step in to condemn such an
offender and then let the law
take its own, natural course.
Speaking of which one now
must go a little deeper into
the wrongdoing that the
authorities of the school at
the head of whose governing
body Majumder sits are
guilty of having committed.

Where the government has

decreed that no more than Tk
5,100 can be taken by a school
from a pupil for purposes of
admission, Monipur School
has cheerfully been busy
devising the many sinister
ways of extracting -- or extort-
ing? -- between Tk 20,000 and
Tk 26,500 from guardians. It is
a situation which calls for a
criminal investigation into
the activities of all those
involved in the administra-
tion of the school -- the head-
master, the chairman and
members of the governing
body, indeed everyone caught
in this nefarious act. The law
has patently been broken
here. And because it has, it
becomes an imperative for
the state to prosecute those
who have demonstrated such
audacity and see them
through to punishment.

The authorities of
Monipur School and all

other schools which have
been trying to skirt around
the law in order to achieve
their questionable purposes
must be subjected to thor-
ough investigation and the
financial profit they have
made out of their admis-
sions business should be
handed back to those guard-
ians who had coughed up
the exorbitant amount.

The incident on Tuesday,
beyond and above the
points already spoken of,
ought to be an opportunity
for change to be brought
about in the way schools are
administered. The practice
of lawmakers heading the
governing bodies of educa-
tional institutions in their
constituencies must be
called a halt to ifeducation is
not to decline into a trade
that will corrupt politicians
and send the wrong message

aboutvalues to our children.

Finally, Kamal
Majumder's act of humiliat-
ing journalists should not go
unchecked. A clarion call
must go out to the journalis-
tic community, indeed to
civil society as a whole, that
the time is here for politics to
be retrieved from the
clutches of those who keep
striking away at its nobility
of purpose.

Collectively, with that
sense of clarity working in
them, citizens now expect the
prime minister to put the
leash on her unruly followers
-- in the party, in parliament,
inits affiliated organisations.

Chittagong has happened.
Narayanganj has happened.
And now Comilla has hap-
pened. These are portents of
doom the ruling party can
ignore at peril toits future.

And the future is only two
years away.

Samson
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Baptist Church for the final
ritual around 10:15am.

His wife, sons, daughter,
friends, relatives and col-
leagues and an overwhelm-
ing number of admirers and
commoners were present at
the funeral.

The coffin of the vision-
ary businessman was later
brought to Square Bhaban
in the town where the
Square Group employees
paid their homage with
wreaths. Around 2:00pm,
Chowdhury was laid to rest
in his Astra Farmhouse.

"We have lost our guard-
ian," said Samar
Chowdhury, the youngest
brother of Samson. His
other brother Sotyen
Chowdhury remained grief-
stricken and speechless.

"Samson H Chowdhury,
the honourable chairman

H Chowdhury laid to rest

of Square Group, never
treated us as employees,
rather like his children. We
have lost a great soul," Md
Hamidullah Hassan, presi-
dent of the workers associa-
tion of the corporate house,
told The Daily Star.

Although he is no more,
we are comimitted to carry-
ing on his legacy and work-
ing to make his dream a
success, he added.

Several thousand locals
and people from various
social, political and cultural
organisations and educa-
tional institutions, including
Pabna University of Science
and Technology, district
units of Awami League and
BNP, Annoda Gobinda
Public Library, Pabna Press
Club, Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote, placed wreaths at the
grave of the businessicon.

State minister for home

Shamsul Haque Tuku, presi-
dent of Pahna district unit AL
Shamsur Rahman Sharif, also
the lawmaker of Pabna-4
constituency, Anti-
Corruption Commissiner Md
Shahabuddin, CEO of
Maasranga Television Syed
Fahim Munaim, Zila Parishad
Administrator Md Saidul
Haque Chunnu, Municipality
Mayor Kamrul Hassan Mintu
and many other distinguished
personalities joined Samson's
funeral.

"Businessman is too
small a word to describe
Samson H Chowdhury. He
was a visionary. His dream
was to develop the country:.
A character of such magni-
tude is very hard to find in
the corporate world.
Bangladesh has definitely
lost an asset,” said State
Minister Tuku.

"Death cannot end a

person's dreams. Samson H
Chnwdhurj,r will live in the
heart of the people of
Bangladesh," said the
Pabna zila administrator.

Many of the people present
in the funeral said
Chowdhury's life and
achievement are a book of
lessonsto the new generation.

The visionary business
leader started his career
from his ancestral resi-
dence in Pabna from 1952.
In 1958, Samson along with
his three friends estab-
lished a small medicine
factory and never had to
look back ever since. He
reached the pinnacle of
success through hard
labour and honesty.

Samson H Chowdhury
passed away at Raffles
Hospital in Singapore on
January 5 from old-age
complications. He was 86.

Guardians protest
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admission.

Putting up barricades,
more than 2,000 guardians
and students with banners
held human chains on both
sides of Begum Rokeya
Sarani near the school's
Shewrapara branch.

During the four-hour
long protest programme
there from around 8:00am,
guardians said the govern-
ment had fixed the highest
admission fee for city
schools at Tk 5,000, but the
Monipur school manage-
ment authority was charging
students Tk 25,500 in viola-
tion of the government
order.

"The huge increase in the
admission fee was aimed at
swelling the MP's pockets,”
aguardian said.

Later, police were
deployed on and outside

Sustained growth in agriculture sector
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state-run agencies, and

special rehabilitation
schemes for farmers of
cyclone-hit and haor areas
torecoup previous losses.

But a particular initiative
by the agriculture ministry,
in a way, revolutionises the
livelihood of an 18 million-
strong farming community.
They were provided with
farm input cards that
helped them open bank
accounts and get access to
the benefits of farm inputs
and subsidies directly
through banking channel.

In tandem with such initia-
tives by the agriculture minis-
try, the government also made
sure food grains in the market
were available thereby con-
taining already high food
prices from furtherrise.

To cushion the poor and
vulnerable ones from the

effects of high prices of rice,
the government significantly
enhanced its allocation of rice
for subsidised open market
sale (OMS) from less than 2
lakh tonnes in fiscal 2008-09
to nearly 9 lakh tonnes in the
lastfiscal year (2010-11).

It is to the credit of the
food ministry that when as
many as 20 private bidders,
even after winning the bids,
failed to import rice and
wheat to supplement the
domestic production over
the last two years, the gov-
ernment cancelled those
bids and signed three-year
to five-year long bilateral
import deals with Vietnam,
Thailand and Ukraine so
that a sustained import line
remains open under public
sector.

That smart move helped
the government keep its
food reserve at an optimum

level creating the confidence
that any domestic crop
failures would not be a
major problem.

Ensuring availability of
food in the market was the
main thrust of the govern-
ment's efforts to cope with a
lot of balancing jobs in the
volatile food front.

The efforts were to be
made to ensure that import
shipments are on schedule to
meet the gap between
domestic cereal output and
the rising demand, to reign in
surging food prices and also
to infuse food and cash flows
in the rural economy so that
one-third of the population
living below the poverty-line
do not go hungry.

Other than OMS opera-
tion, the government also
increased food supply
through various other year-
round public food distribu-

tion mechanisms including
VGD, VGE Fair Price Card
programmes, and thereby
made food available and
accessible to both rural and
urban poor.

Before this government's
takeover, the annual food
distribution was somewhat
around 1.3 million tonnes
under the PFDS whereas it
was raised to 2.7 million
tonnes in the last fiscal year
and the projected distribu-
tion for the current fiscal now
standsat 2.9 million tonnes.

Social safety net
programmes (S5NPs)
expenditure was around 1.5
to 1.8 percent of the
national gross domestic
production (GDP) before
the present government
took over. The government
expanded the SSNPs, many
of which are food-aided, to
2.5 percent of the GDP in

the current fiscal year.

Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics cites this as a major
factor in reducing poverty
rate from 40 percent in 2005
to31 percent now.

However, as the number
of SSNPs and quantity of
food grains being dished out
through PFDS increased
over the last three years,
concern about the quality
and fairness of such activi-
ties also surfaced.

Although law enforcers
detained many unscrupu-
lous traders, officials and
grassroots level political
activists for misappropria-
tion of food grains meant for
distribution among the
poor, there still remains
some systemic lacunae that
need to be mended.

Food officials also admits
flaws in monitoring and
political pressure at times.
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Department of
Blochemistry & Microblology

MS IN BIOTECHNOLOGY

Admission
Spring 2012

and Natnral Produets.

Admission Test:
January 19, 2012

(Thursdav) Time: 3:00 P.M.
Admission Requirements

A four-year Bachelor or Master’s degree in Biochemistry, Microbiology,
Biotechnology, Genetic Engineering, Agriculture, Pharmacy or any other
Biological Sciences
MBBS, BDS or MD or equivalent professional degree in Medical Sciences
including Dentistry and other Allied Health Sciences, BS in Physiotherapy

At least Second Class in all examinations or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on 4-point
scale

Major Research Areas: Biochemistry, Biotechnology, Bioinformatics,
Microbial Biotechnology, Molecular Medicine, Nutrition Sciences

Application Deadline:
January 18, 2012
(Wednesdav) Time: 5:00 P.M.
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Why MS Biotechnology at NSU?

Faculty members with PhD from North American or equivalent Universities with

long research experience
Graduate Assistantship

Course waiver based on experience and background
Financial aid for deserving students

Internship facilities in BCSIR, BLRI, NIB, ICDDR, B, BIRDEM and other
Mational and International Research organizations
Research Dissertation (Thesis)

For Further Details, Please Contact
Department of Biochemistry & Microbiology
(SAC 8™ Floor), Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229.

Tel: 8802-8852000 Ext.1915,1921,1916
Fax: B8230320 E-mail: isohidul@northsouth.edu

akhaleque@northsouth.edu; Website: www.northsouth.edu

the school premises to
maintain law and order. The
demonstration ended with-
out any untoward incidents
but led to huge traffic con-
gestion on Begum Rokeya
Sarani.

Meanwhile, students of
Monipur High School and
College's main branch and
their guardians gathered in
front of the school at Mirpur-
2around 9:00am.

Holding placards and
banners, they formed a
human chain, which later
turned into a demonstra-
tion.

Students and guardians
in yesterday's demonstra-
tions criticised lawmaker
Kamal Majumder for
assaulting a female reporter

of private television channel
RtvonJanuary2.

The female journalist on
the day came to the
Shewrapara branch to make
a report on high admission
fee.

Refuting the allegation of
assaulting the reporter, the
Awami League MP that day
claimed he had not touched
the reporter and that she
along with a local quarter
had been engaged in a con-
spiracy against him and the
school.

On January 5, Kamal
Majumder reportedly forced
students and teachers of
Monipur school and some
other local schools to hold a
human chain in protest
against the "conspiracy”.

DAMASCUS BOMBING
Syria pledges
'iron fist'
response

BeC ONLINE

Syria's interior ministry has
vowed to "strike back with an
iron fist" at what it say is a
recent "escalation" of anti-
government terror attacks.

It comes after a bomb in
the capital, Damascus, killed
atleast 26 civilians and mem-
bers of the security forces.

Opposition groups have
accused the government of
planting the bomb to discredit
their opponents and influence
Arab League monitors.

The monitors are assess-
ing the progress of a regional
peace plan.

But activists say the gov-
ernment crackdown has
continued, with scores of
people killed since the moni-
tors arrived.

The UN says more than
5,000 civilians have been
killed since protests against
President Bashar al-Assad
began 10 months ago.

The Damascus blast hap-
pened at a busy junction in
the Midan district of
Damascus. State TV showed
the shattered blood-stained
windows of what appeared to
be abus carrying policemen.

Authorities say most of
those killed were civilians,
but some security personnel

were among the casualties.
Interior Minister Ibrahim

al-Shaar blamed the attack
on a suicide bomber, who he
said had "detonated himself
with the aim of killing the

largest number of people”.
"We will strike back with

an iron fist at anyone
tempted to tamper with the
security of the country or its
citizens," he said.

Estd:1993

Key Features:

® |6 months/ 24 months course options

® Evening classes

® Teaching through seminars

® Thesis writing

® Graduate Assistantships available

Last date of Application

12 January 2012

Interview

16 January 2012

Registration

18-19 January 2012

Classes Start
22 January 2012
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(Admission Spring 2012)

Areas of Specialization:

Eligibility

Poverty, Gender and Development

Rural Development and Microfinance
International Relations and Development
Population, Migration and Urbanization

Minimum of four-year Bachelor’s

degree with a Second class or

CGPA of at least 2.5

Please Contact:

Plot 16, Block B, Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229
Phone: 880-2-840 1645-53, 840 2065-76 Ext: 247
Fax: 880-2-840 1991, E-mail:abida@iub.edu.bd

Website: http://slass.iub.edu.bd/

VACANCY

The first private university in Bangladesh

Position: Registrar

Applications invited for Registrar position at North South University (NSU).

Academic Qualification: Excellent academic credentials; at least a Masters Degree (No third class),

with a PhD Degree.

Job Experience: 15 years work experience with university level teaching as Professor for at least 6
years and 9 years of experience in university administration; candidates with work experience in foreign
universities, especially in US, Canada, UK or equivalent will receive preference. Experience and skill in
student admission and registration, record-keeping, scheduling classes and knowledge of university
rules and regulations, acts, statutes and policies will be considered added qualification. High level
computer literacy is essential. Requirements may be marginally relaxed for exceptional candidates.

Duties & Responsibilities: Will supervise Registrar’s Office as per University Statutes and Syndicate
directives; will manage and preserve university documents and records related to admission,
registration, examinations grade, class schedule and academic matters; exchange correspondence on
behalf of the university and will act as liaison with government, UGC, other institutions, submit periodic
reports and required information to Education Ministry and UGC; will act as the Secretary of Syndicate
and Academic Council and other designated committees; maintain link with Deans and Department
Chairs on plans, programs and schedule; will perform additional duties assigned by the Syndicate,
Academic Council or the Vice Chancellor.

Age limit: 45-55 years.
Salary & Benefits: Rank and status of NSU Professor. Salary includes basic pay, 40% house rent,
transport and medical allowances; benefits include provident fund, gratuity, two festival bonuses and
group insurance. Higher salary for outstanding applicant.

Candidates may apply with complete CV, two photographs, two recommendation letters and copies of
certificates and other credentials by 31 January 2012,

Chairman, Board of Trustees

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
NSU Campus, Bashundhara, Dhaka—-1229

E-mail: chairman@northsouth.edu: Web: www.northsouth.edu




