Suicide blast
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dozens of dead and
wounded, mostly civil-
ians."

State television did not
immediately confirm the
death toll given by SANA
and the semi-official
Addounia television. Syria
bars most independent
journalists from the coun-
try, making first-hand
reporting impossible.

Meanwhile, the Arab
League's special commit-
tee on Syriais due tomeetin
Cairo Sunday to debate the
initial findings of the mis-
sion, which has been criti-
cised by Syrian activists
who question its ability to
assess the violence on the
ground.

The meeting may decide
whether to continue the
mission or to refer Syria to
the United Nations Security
Council, perhaps paving
the way for some form of
international action, a
scenario that many Arab
countries are keen to avoid.

Arab government
sources said Thursday the
League monitors would
pursue their mission in
Syria, despite criticism from
Qatar's prime minister that
theyhad made "mistakes."

The monitors began
work on the streets on
December 26 to try to verify
whether the government
was keeping its promise to
pull troops and tanks out of
cities and free thousands of
detainees.

The Free Syrian Army
(FSA), an armed opposition
force composed mainly of
army deserters, condemned
the Maidan attack and cast
the blame on the Syrian
authorities themselves.

But an opposition activ-
ist, who asked not to be
named, suggested that
Islamist militants might be
involved.

Meanwhile security
forces killed four protesters
in Hama yesterday when
they shot at people shout-
ing anti-Assad slogans as
they emerged from the
Amer bin Yasser mosque,
activists said. Snipers were
posted on rooftops in the
Qusoordistrict, they added.

Syria has been racked by a
popular uprising against
Assad in which the United
Nations says more than 5,000
people have been killed. The
government says armed
"terrorists” have killed 2,000
members of the security
forcesduringtherevolt.
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Tall talks, little success
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land grabbers put up sign-

boards claiming lands on
riverbanks.

In some cases, the condi-
tion of rivers got worse than
before, much to the frustra-
tion of green campaigners
and the people, say experts.

“We relied and pinned
our hopes on the govern-
ment's pledges. But ulti-
mately, most of its efforts
failed and people are now
frustrated,” said architect
Igbal Habib, vice president
of Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon.

Now it would be very
difficult to get people's
support for the cause. It
wouldn't be possible to save
the rivers, if the government
doesn't show the political
will to do that, he said.

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
(BIWTA) spent Tk 21 crore to
remove solid waste from
riverbeds of the Buriganga
and the Turag. Even after the
project's implementation,
the water of Buriganga and
Turag still remains pitch-
dark and gives a putrid
smell, as industries continue
to pollute them.

“None of the ministers or
government officials gave a
second thought to this pro-
ject,” said an environmen-
talist, wishing anonymity.

It was a complete waste of

money, said the environ-
mentalist.

Over the years, influential
people and even govern-
ment organisations, includ-
ing Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk),
encroached onrivers.

Rajuk filled up portions of
the Balu river in May last
year to construct a bridge to
link Purbachal housing with
the capital.

Although it is mandatory
to take permission from the
authorities to do so, Rajuk
didn't even bother to seek
permission to fill up part of
the river.

If any influential politi-
cian is involved in land grab-
bing or river encroachment,
the BIWTA fails to take any
action against the person.

Despite the government's
pledges tosaverivers, aruling
party lawmaker filled up a
portion of the Buriganga
river at Basila point. But the
BIWTA could not take any
action against him.

“The situation will not
improve if we cannot
enforce the law unhin-
dered,” said a high-up at the
Department of
Environment, asking not to
be named.

Now, the government has
embarked on a Tk 944 crore
project to connect Dhaka's
rivers with the Jamuna to
bring in fresh water to the

Buriganga.

The Water Development
Board will implement the
project. In the first phase, 23
kilometres of riverbeds will

be dredged for Tk 75 crore.
The government awarded

the dredging work to a newly-
formed company of a busi-
ness group notorious for
filling up rivers and wetland
aswell asland grabbing.

OSDs to get
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promoted but are not given

posts and for political rea-
sons.

The official said the OSDs
enjoy all types of benefits
including salary and allow-
ances even though they do
not have work. OSDs who
are entitled to official vehicle
get officials cars too.

The officials said some
OSDs not being able to work
sink into deep frustration
unable to deal with the
embarrassment while oth-
ers earn handsome amounts
as consultants to private
organisations.

There is no statistics on
howmuch money the govern-
ment spends on OSDs every
year but an official said the
amount could be several crore
taka a month. The govern-
ment is spending the public
money every month but it is
getting nothing out of it.

Second border haat
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trade is also being raised to

attract more people from

both countries.
During a visit last

month, this correspondent
saw some 25 corrugated
tin-roofed structures built
on a piece of common land
along the border with
northeast Indian state of
Meghalaya. A barbed wire
fence has been erected

around the zone.
Items like fish, chicken,

juice, betel leaf, betel nut
and bamboo-made house-
hold materials will be put
up for sale at the haat. A
buyer will be able to make
purchase worth Tk 4,500

($55) maximum.
This weekly market will

be the second of its kind
after Bangladesh and India
jointly opened the first one
at Kalaierchar in Kurigram
on July 23 last year.

Contacted last month,
Md Yamin Chowdhury,
deputy commissioner of
Sunamganj, said they were
waiting for decisions from
higher authorities to inau-
gurate the haat.

ADM Momtaj Uddin also
made similar comment.
“We have not yet received
any instructions from the
commerce ministry.”

Sylhet customs office

sources said the opening of
the haat might be delayed
for weeks as the National
Board of Revenue was yet
to complete the cost-
benefit analysis on the first
border haat.

Zakir Hossain, assistant
commissioner of the cus-
toms office, could not
confirm the date of inaugu-
ration of the market. “We
only ensure trading of

listed items at the haat.”
Locals, however, are

pinning high hopes on the
haat, saying it will not only
generate significant
income, but also help stop
smuggling.

"We are eagerly waiting
for the opening of the
bazaar. Surely it will be
beneficial for us,” said
Yousuf Ali, a resident of a
nearby village Krishnapur.

Road communications
neighbouring villages and
the haat, though, is very
poor. The main have to
cross a bamboo bridge on a
canal to go to the market

place.
Sunamganj DC Yamin

Chowdhury said the Local
Government Engineering

Department had been
asked to construct a new

road to the haat and build a

culvert on the canal.
LGED is yet to take any

steps in this regard.

Govt efforts
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pillars along the rivers

around the capital,” he said
while addressing the launch-
ing programme of Buriganga
Riverkeeper, a patrol boat, at
Sadarghat.

Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon (Bapa), Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) and
Buriganga Riverkeeper
jointly organised the event.

Mentioning different
steps by the government, the
minister said it has already
compelled factory owners of
Dhaka and elsewhere in the
country to set up effluent
treatment plants (ETPs) in
their industries to stop dis-
charge of chemical waste
into therivers.

He also urged everyone to
work collectively to save the
rivers.

Bapa General Secretary
Md Abdul Matin said the
initiative has been taken in
the light of the success stories
of Waterkeeper Alliance, a
global environmental
organisation.

The role of citizens is very
crucial to save the rivers
alongside the government,
hesaid.

The Buriganga
Riverkeeper will inspire
individuals and groups con-
cerned, and the people along
the river bank in playing
effective role to save
Buriganga, the Bapa general
secretary said.

Bapa has been involved
with Save the Buriganga
Movement for the last 14
years, he added.

Sultana Kamal, vice-
president of Bapa, urged
everyone to come forward to
saverivers.

"We have to protect our
rights. The grabbers and
polluters must be pre-
vented,” she said.

BIWTA Secretary Md
Mahbubul Alam proposed
that the government appoint
a separate security force for
the BIWTA as they often face
obstacles in taking actions
against encroachers for delay
in getting assistance from the
law enforcers.

Director General of
Department of Environment
Monowar Islam mentioned
that for infringement and
pollution, different organisa-
tions have so far been fined
Tk 55 crore, of which Tk 29
crore has been realised.

Both the officials pledged
all-out support towards the
river keeper initiative.
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Local Government Engineering Department
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
www.lged.gov.bd

Notice

Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) wishes
to announce that a 'Environment Management Framework
(EMF)' is developed for its Rural Transport Improvement
Project-1l (RTIP-Il), to be financed by World Bank (IDA) and
implemented in 26 districts (Dhaka, Gazipur, Manikganj,
Munshiganj, Narayanganj, Narsingdi, Pabna, Sirajgan;,
Tangail, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj, Mymensingh, Netrakona,

Sherpur, Hobiganj,
Brahmanbaria, Chandpur,

Moulvibazar, Sunamganj, Sylhet,

Comilla, Feni, Noakhali,

Laxmipur, Chittagong and Cox's Bazar) of central, north-
east and south-east part of Bangladesh. The document is
now available for access to public and other stakeholders

at the following places/link:

1. Local Government Division (Development-2), Ministry
of Local Government, Rural Development and

Cooperatives,
Secretariat, Dhaka.

Bhaban-7,

Level-6, Bangladesh

+*NEWS

BNP prepares
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party's next course of action

at the circuit house in the
port city Sunday night.

BNP is scheduled to
organise a two-day road
march towards Chittagong
on January 8-9 to drum up
support for the reinstate-
ment of caretaker govern-
ment system.

Khaleda Zia will leave
Dhaka Sunday and will hold
street rallies in Chandina
and Comilla and address a
rally in Feni.

Meanwhile, with numer-
ous billboards, posters and
banners everywhere
Chittagong has worn a
festive look, reports our
staff correspondent there.

Leaders of all BNP units
in the city are now busy
round the clock in holding
preparatory meetings,
rallies and processions to
make the road march a
success.

Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury, Chittagong
unit president of BNP,
hoped that the road march
and the grand rally would
be a testimony of people's

enthusiastic and peaceful
involvement in a demo-
cratic movement.

"The people of the
country are dissatisfied
with the government's
anti-people activities as
the state is going through
economic, social and
political crises,” Khasru
told The Daily Star.

He, however, hoped that
the ruling party would not
hinder their rally.

Meanwhile, at least 10
people were injured
Thursday evening in a clash
between two groups of BNP
Dagonbhuiyan upazila unit
over the preparation of a

street rally for Khaleda Zia.
Police and party

sources said supporters of
BNP upazila president
Akbar Hossain and
Dagonbhuiyan municipal-
ity vice-president Jashim
Uddin were locked into a
scuffle at a preparatory
meeting in Koreshmunshi
Bazar. They later clashed
in Tetulia area.

Security in Chittagong
has been beefed up.
Additional police will be

deployed at key points of
the road-march route, said
a senior police official in
Dhaka yesterday requesting
anonymity.

He said plain-clothes law
enforcers will also be
deployed so that no quarter
can disrupt the law and
order taking advantage of
the road march.

Meanwhile, BNP Vice-
Chairman Sadeque Hossain
Khoka said the road march
towards Chittagong will be
the biggest-ever in the
country.

“Some 4,000 vehicles will
start the convoy in Dhaka
while another 2,000 will join
on the way to Chittagong.
Preparations are complete,”
said Khoka, also chief of the
road-march management
committee.

He was speaking at a
press conference at the
party's Naya Paltan head
office yesterday evening. He
said they are in touch with
the law enforcers to ensure
security of those joining the
road march.

Dhaka, Delhi can build
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Bangladesh to start busi-
nesses."

Addressing the
Northeastern States
Business Summit here
yesterday, Chidambaram
said Bangladesh is blessed
with natural resources,
especially natural gas while
India with entrepreneurs
and capital.

"Joining the hands
together, so much business
can be created on both
sides of the border. I think
it is important that the
businessmen look upon
Bangladesh and India as
one market -- a market
where goods and services
can be produced, traded
and exchanged.

"Therefore, we are very
keen to gift Bangladesh the
most preferred nation
status for trade across the
border, (so that) trade
between the countries
takes place almost tariff-
free.

“We should reach out to
Bangladesh," the minister
said.

He also lauded the role
of Bangladesh prime min-
ister in developing the
bilateral relations. "I want
to pay tribute to the vision
and statesmanship of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. India and
Bangladesh are today
closer than ever before.

“We are perhaps today
as close as the day on which

Bangladesh was liberated,”
Chidambaram said.

India entered into a
number of agreements
with Bangladesh, espe-
cially on territory, enclaves
and adverse possession of
areas which are now acces-
sible due to the coopera-
tion of the chief ministers
of northeastern states,
particularly Assam,
Tripura, Meghalaya and
West Bengal.

"They have made it
possible to settle the long-
standing disputes. There
are still one or two out-
standing issues but I am
confident that we will settle
those too in 2012," he
affirmed.
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Bangladesh Submarine Cable Company Limited (BSCCL)
(A Public Limited Company 100% owned by the Govt. of Bangladesh)

Career Opportunity

Bangladesh Submarine Cable Co. Ltd. (BSCCL) provides bandwidth through submarine cable (SEA-ME-
WE-4) invites applications from qualified persons to fill up the following positions on urgent basis for
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Landing Station, Cox's Bazar.

S Position/Title Qualification & experience Age | Salary & other benefits
No.
01 Manager 1. B.Sc. Engg (Elec. & Electronics) or in | 27-35 | Basic Salary 28,000/-
(Operation) | Telecommunications or Computer Science per month, House rent
& Engineering. and other fringe
2. Should have minimum 5§ years working benefits as  per
experience in Telecom Services. company rules.
3. Should have knowledge about
Submarine  Cable Landing  Station
Equipment.

February, 2012.

GD-130

Interested candidates are requested to send their curriculum vitae and copy of certificates (Standard CV
format can be downloaded from our website (www.bsccl.com.bd) to the following address on or before 15

Md. Monwar Hossain
Managing Director
Bangladesh Submarine Cable Co. Ltd (BSCCL)
Telejogajog Bhaban (6™ Floor)
37/E, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000
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Office of the Chief Engineer, LGED Headquarter,
LGED Bhaban, Level-5, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

Office of the Project Director, RTIP-Il, LGED
Headquarter, LGED Bhaban, Level-2, Agargaon,
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, All Project
Districts.

Office of the Executive Engineer, LGED, All Project
Districts.

District Information Office, All Project Districts.
LGED website: http://www.lged.gov.bd/LibraryReports.
aspx?digitalLibrary Type=7

Md. Abdul Quader
Project Director
Rural Transport Improvement Project
LGED, Dhaka
Phone: 02-8152579
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