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Obama unveils strategy

for 'leaner' US military

Sets Asia-Pacific region as top priority

BBC ONLINE

The US military will become
"leaner” while maintaining superi-
ority as it switches focus to the Asia-
Pacific region, US President Barack
Obama said on Thursday.

In a rare appearance at the
Pentagon, he unveiled a far-
reaching defence review under
which thousands of troops are

expected to be axed.
The tide of war was receding and

the US must renew its economic
power, he said.

The strategy is designed to
accommodate at least $450b in
Pentagon cuts over the next decade.

The defence budget could also
lose another $500bn at the end of
this year after Congress failed to
agree on deficit reduction following
adebt-ceiling deal in August.

"So yes, our military will be
leaner,” Obama told reporters, "but
the world must know - the United
States is going to maintain our mili-
tary superiority with armed forces
that are agile, flexible and ready for
the full range of contingencies and
threats.”

No specific cuts to troop numbers
Or weapons programmes were
announced on Thursday - those are
to be presented as part of the federal

budget next month.
But a 10-15% reduction to the US

US miilitary personnel around the world

Army and Marine Corps is being
considered over the next decade -
amounting to tens of thousands of
troops, Obama administration
officials have told US media.

Anticipating criticism from his
Republican rivals in an election year,
the president stressed that the
defence budget would still grow, but
at a slower pace.

Joined by Defence Secretary Leon
Panetta, Obama said the US was
"turning the page on a decade of
war" and faced a "moment of transi-
tion".

"Even as our troops continue to
fightin Afghanistan, the tide of war is
receding,” he said, with military top

The president said the new strat-
egy would end "long-term nation-
building with large military foot-
prints". The Pentagon would instead
pursue a national security strategy

based on "smaller conventional

ground forces".
Obama said in November on a

visit to Canberra, Australia, that the
Asia-Pacific region was now a top
priority for the US. That speech was
seen as a challenge to the rising

regional power of China.
"As I made clear in Australia, we'll

be strengthening our presence in the
Asia-Pacific, and budget reductions
will not come at the expense of this
critical region,” he told media at the

0-15% reduction to
forces in a decade
Focus shifts to Asia-
Pacific region

Aims to cut $450b in
military budget

Pentagon.
Panetta emphasised the military

would retain its ability to confront
more than one threat at a time, and
would be more flexible and adapt-
able than in the past.

The strategy shifts the Pentagon
away from its long-standing doc-
trine of being able to wage two wars

simultaneously.
In 2001, former Defence

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld told
Congress that strategy was not work-
ing.

And when the US was in fact
fighting two wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan the military suffered a
manpower shortage.

Suu Kyi, Hague in tune on
litting Myanmar sanctions

REUTERS, Yangon

Foreign Secretary William
Hague and Myanmar's pro-
democracy leader, Aung San
Suu Kyi, set out similar condi-
tions for the lifting of sanctions
imposed on the country under
the previous military regime at
an historic meeting yesterday.

Western countries are cau-
tiously renewing ties with the
civilian government in place
since last March and Hague, in
the former Burma for a two-day
visit, has set out four conditions
for the easing of sanctions.

Those are the release of
hundreds of political detain-
ees, an end to human rights
abuses by the army, an effort to
resolve ethnic conflicts and the holding of
free and fair elections.

Asked at a news conference what she
wanted to see before sanctions should be
lifted, Suu Kyi referred to what Hague, stand-

ing beside her, had said the day before.
"All political prisoners should be released

and there should be all efforts made to put
an end to all ethnic conflict within our coun-
try. Certainly we would want to see free and
fair by-elections,” she said.

The news conference was held on the lawn
of Suu Kyi's lakeside home, where she spent
years under house arrest until her release days

after ageneral election in November 2010.
"Thopewe're at a stage where we can saya

long-held dream now has a chance of being
realised, but there's so much work to be
done. The long darkness in which the people
of this country have lived may be coming to
anend,” Hague said.

"I think they're sincere, particularly the
president,” Hague told the news conference.
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Suu Kyi met with William Hague in Yangon

He is the first foreign minister from the
former colonial power to visit Myanmar since
1955.The army seized powerina 1962 coup.

The new civilian administration quickly
embarked on political and economic
reforms last year, to the surprise of many,
given the number of former junta officials in

its ranks.
Other developed countries are cautiously

seeking to engage with Myanmar's new
rulers, keen to improve living conditions in
the country but also to let their companies
invest in its rich natural resources, which are
already being exploited by Asian countries
such as China, Thailand and India.

Suu Kyi, the daughter of the leader of the
campaign for independence from Britain, is
important because of her influence at home
and abroad.

Analysts and diplomats say that if she with-
drew her long-standing support for sanctions,
thatwould make it easier for Britain and others

toscaledownthe embargoes.

brass on the stage behind him.

SUPREMACY OVER ASIA-PACIFIC : China warns
Panetta counts India : US onAsia

strate
as a challenge | ol

- China's state media yester-
. day warned the US against
. "flexing its muscles" after
" Washington unveiled a
- defence review switching
. focus to the Asia-Pacific.

" In an editorial, official
- news agency Xinhua said

"".:'\TE hfwe 8ot the cha.llengﬁs of . President Barack Obama's
dealing with rising powers in Asia. We ' move to increase US pres-

have got the challenge of, you know, B e Burorbles sutione Sagid
dealing with countries like Russia, rising countries like India * 5

and others," Panetta told PBS News Hour in an interview. ! C? 1:}?.35 4 '.:;Elcume Ilzu}ust 0
"All of that represents the kind of challenges that we are | S'3°! yan pmspenfy Sy
But it added: "While

going to have to deal with in this world of the 21st century,”" * ; _ e
Panettasaid. * boosting its military pres-

This is for the second time in recent months that Panetta . €1C€ in the Asia-Pacific, the

has identified India as a challenge among rising powers in * United SI?IESFhmﬂd abstain
Asia. . from flexing its muscles, as

"We face the threats from rising powers -- China, India, . this won't help solve
regional disputes.

others -- that we have to always be aware of and try to make *
Obama also plans $450b

sure that we always have sufficient force protection out there -

in the Pacific to make sure they know we're never going . in cuts to create a "leaner”

anywhere," Panetta had said on November 17. * military. Thousands of troops
Panetta's remarks came within hours of the Pentagon - are expected to be axed over

releasing its defence strategic review which said that the US . the next decade under the

isinvesting in long-term strategic partnership with India. " far-reaching defence review.

- BBC ONLINE
PTI1, Washington

For the second time in less than two
months, US defence secretary Leon
Panetta has said that the country is
facing challenges from rising powers
like China and India in Asia in 21st
century.

US-TALIBAN PEACE TALK
Taliban want US to sent

prisoners to Qatar

AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan's Taliban insurgents have demanded in negoti-
ations with the US that prisoners held in Guantanamo Bay
be transferred to Qatar, an Afghan government spokesman

said yesterday.

But President Hamid Karzai's government objects
strongly to the move and wants the prisoners sent directly to

Afghanistan, presidential spokesman Aimal Faizi told AFP.
The Taliban announced this week that they planned to set

up a political office in Qatar, a move seen as a precursor to

peace talks with Washington.

At the same time, the hardline Islamists demanded the
release of prisoners from the US military detention centre at
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba -- but the statement did not spec-

ify where theyshould be sent.

Faizi said his government was in favour of a release of
Guantanamo prisoners, "but we don't want them to go
directly to Qatar -- our government is strongly against it".

Karzai's government is concerned about being sidelined
in the negotiations towards possible peace between the
Taliban and the US, and Faizi stressed that it wanted "an

Afghan-led transition".

Washington said Wednesday it had taken no decision on
releasing prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay to ease the path
to negotiations aimed at ending the 10-year war with the

Taliban.

SPRING 2012

In collaboration with Yunnan University of China, Confucius Institute at
North South University offers

Chinese One to One Course
Chinese Spoken Course
+ Basic Chinese: Level 1 to level 4

Class Schedule:

+ Basic Chinese
Evening Classes:

Mon & Wed - 6:30pm-8:00pm
Sun & Tue - 6:30pm-8:00pm
Week end Classes: Fri: 10am-12 noon

Sat: 10am-11am

4 Spoken Chinese Class: Fri : 3pm-5pm, Sat : 3pm-4pm

4 Chinese One to One Course: Fri : 3pm-5pm, Sat : 3pm-4pm

Registration starts on Sunday, 15 January 2012
All Classes Start on Sunday, 29 January 2012

Chinese cultural activities are available for those who take Chinese course in CI at NSU

Course Fees: Tk 5,000 ( Tk 7,000 for one to one course )
+ (for First Level only) : Tk 500 (for Books & CDs )

@) Gt siote Uiy

For further information please contact Admission Office of NSU or
Confucius Institute at Level 10 NAC 1017, NSU, Plot 15, Block B,
Bashundhara, Baridhara, Dhaka-1229, Phones: 880-2-8852000
Ext: 2142/2141/2020

E-mail: confuins@northsouth.edu, Web: nsu.chinese.cn

Fighting graft

FROM PAGE 20
“Corruption cases against

big shots are withdrawn here
exerting political influence,
which ultimately encour-
ages low-profile people to
indulge in corruption... so,
it's quite impossible to
check corruption in the
country,” he told UNB yes-

terday.
Dr Iftekharuzzaman said

absence of the rule of law
and good governance is one
of the major reasons why
corruption is so widespread
in the country. “We've good
laws to combat corruption,
but we never take steps to
enforce those. [Then] how
will you remove the men-
ace?” he questioned.

Although Bangladesh has
made a slight progress in
reducing corruption in 2011
scoring 2.7 points in the
Corruption Perception
Index (CPI) of Berlin-based
Transparency International
(TI), the overall experience
of the common people
shows that corruption did
notmark any fall, he said.

Bangladesh's position
was 13th from below among
the 182 countries included
in the TI index, compared to
the 12th among the 178
countriesin2010.

According to TIB's house-
hold survey 2010, corrup-
tion registered a rise during
the period compared to
pervious years. About 84
percent people experienced
corruption in 2010 while it

was 66 percent in 2007, he
said.

Referring to the survey,
the TIB executive director
said the common people
become the worst victims of
corruption in getting ser-
vices from government
sectors.

He also said amendment
to the Anti-Corruption
Commission Act, culture of
parliament boycott, non-
disclosure of assets by the
high and mighty, scope for
whitening black money,
influence-peddling by pub-
lic representatives in pro-
curement, land grabbing
and recruitment breaking
rules, and political influence
in the administration and
public services are among
the reasons behind the
widespread corruption in
Bangladesh.

He suggested making
corruption as a punishable
crime so that everyone
becomes aware of it.
“There's a corrupt political
economy. We'll also have to
reduceit.”

About the TI global
report, Dr Ifekharuzzaman
said, “Improving score and
rank in 2011, Bangladesh
still remains in the category
of countries where corrup-
tion is considered to be of
great concern -- remaining
well below the threshold of 5
points indicates success in
moderate control of corrup-
tion. Still, we'll have to go a
longway.”
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Application Eligibility

© Completion of 4 years undergraduate degree in
relevant (or closely relevant) discipline from any
accredited university.

© Applicants from other disciplines may also join

the programs after completing the prerequisites
course,

Financial Assistance

@ Financial assistance is available in the form of
Teaching and/or Research Assistantship.

© 15% discount on tuition for IUB graduates.

© 30% discount on tuition for meritorious students
on the basis of their result of the first semester.

© Payment of fees in installments.

Length and Duration

@ Students have to complete a total of 33 credits of
graduate course work with or without a thesis.

© Students who have completed all thier pre-
requisite courses will be able to complete the
required program in 3 regular semesters.

Our Graduates

© Our graduates are successfully employed in
software industries, mobile & land phone compa-
nies, multi-national banks, university teaching
and other multi-national companies.

© Some graduates have also gone ahead to do their
doctoral studies overseas.

Application Deadline: Monday, 19 January 2012

Admission Interview : Tuesday, 20 January 2012
Class Commence :Sunday, 22 January 2012

please contact = 3 http://www.sécs.iub.edu.bd
Apply online
a

School of Engineering & Computer Science” _ _
Plot-16, Block-B, Aftabuddin Ahmed Road,
Bashundhara, (Academic Block, Level 4) Dhaka-1229

Tel: 8401645-52, e-mail: info@secs.iub.edu.bd

You will be greatly missed.

t
http://msc.secs.iub.edu.bd/

Paramount family expresses deep grief and sorrow over the
death of a recognized and leading entrepreneur

Mr.Samson H. Chowdhury.

A businessman with ethics and an icon of various industries
in Bangladesh for decades, we warmly remember his enthusi-
astic and skillful inspirations towards Paramount Group.
This is really sad and a great loss indeed to all of us.

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to his family.
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