Art Exhibition 2012

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
BSA

Date: Jan &

Time: 3pm-8pm

Theatre Festival
Organiser: Shobdaboli, Barisal
Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy
Date: Jan B-12

Time: 6:30pm

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Abdus Shakoor Shah
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, R-6,
H-4, Dhanmondi

Date: Dec 27-Jan 10

Time: 10am-8pm

Kibria Chhapchitro Mela
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre,
Dhanmondi

Date: Jan 1-6

Time: 3pm-8pm

(lassical Music Conference
Organiser: Bangladesh
Uchchango 5angeet Shilpi
Parisad

Venue: Chhayanaut Auditorium
Date: Jan 5- 8

Theatre

Play: Shylock and Sycophants
Troupe: Theatrewala Repertory

Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Acadermy

Date: Jan 6

Time: 6:30pm

Solo Art Exhibition
Title: Silent Spaces

Artist: Md Tokon

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts, Dhanmondi

Date: January 6-14

Time: 12pm-8pm

Hason Raja Folk Festival
Organiser: Banglalink

Venue: Govt. Jubilee High
School, Sunamgan

Date: Jan 5-7

Time: 3pm

A complete actress in every regard,
Bonna Mirza is capable of dissolving into
any character she portrays. Beginning
with theatre, she soon became a popular
face on TV. She has appeared on the silver
screen as well. The talented actress
recently came over to DS Café to speak to
her fans.

Sagar Chowdhury, Sylhet: Which is your
favouriterole?

Bonna: [ have several. I only take on
projects that appeal to me. Each character
I playisspecial. Idon't want to single out a
role.

The Daily Star (TDS): Do you have an idol
whom you try to emulate?

Bonna: No, [ don't follow anyone. I believe
that one cannot go far by following others.
Nusrat, Dhaka: What inspired you to take
up acting?

Bonna: [ felt that acting is at the centre of
all performing arts. Dancing, singing,
reciting -- what doesn't acting involve? So,
I decided to focus on acting,.

Ripon, Tangail: Was becoming an actress
your childhood dream?

ENTERTAINMENT

1 @DS Cafe

Bonna: No, I developed a passion for
acting as [ grewup.

Lonny, Dhaka: Do you have any plan of
opening adramaschool?

Bonna: No, [ don't have any such plan.
Thanks for appreciating my acting.

Sohel, Tangail: Who/what was your first
love?

Bonna: My first love was poetry. Later, I
also gave my heart to music and theatre --
both of which I treasure equally.

Al Amin, Dhaka: Is there any unfulfilled
dream?What is your favourite colour?
Bonna: I don't have any wish that hasn't
been fulfilled. I like different shades of
green.

Monir, Rajbari: Where is your native
home? How far did you study?

Bonna: My native home is in Kushtia. I've
earned a masters degree from the
Department of Theatre, D1J.

Nupur, Syhlet: How did you step into the
media?

Bonna: [ used to be involved with theatre
and gradually shifted towards TV plays.
While working on the stage, [ felt that to
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attain wider recognition I have to be on
TV. Gradually, [ wanted to reach out to an
even bigger audience, so I worked in a
movie.

Habib, Khulna: What is the secret of
achieving success?

Bonna: There is no easy method you see.
Each person has to find his/her own way.
Determination and hard work are
mandatory. One cannot force his/her way
into success.

Tuhin, Dhaka: Who are your favourite
actors?

Bonna: [ like the works of all my co-actors.
[ don't dislike anyone.

Towhid, Comilla: Many actors nowadays
fumble when delivering dialogues. Why
isthat?

Bonna: Errors do happen, however
repeated mistakes are not expected of
anyone. Those who sometimes fumble,
need to be more careful.

Jahangir, Mymensingh: What does your
husband do? Is he in the media?

Bonna: My husband is a teacher at the
Jahangirnagar University.

Neon, Khulna: Per-
sonal or professional
-- which life do you
enjoy more?

Bonna: Off or on
camera, both are me
and I enjoy both.
Acting does have its
perks though. I don't
think any other pro-
fession could fetch
me so much love and
affection.

Tamanna, Gazipur: Which is your
favourite play?

Bonna: “Rowd Mekho Shurjomukhi”.,
TDS: Who are the directors you enjoy
working with?

Bonna: We have some very talented
directors. Masud Hasan Ujjal, Animesh
Aich, Mezbaur Rahman Sumon are
among my favourites.

Shaila, Bijoynagar: If you wake up to
realise that you have turned into
someone else, what would you do?
Bonna: That would be scary! If I do
become someone else, I will start
everything fresh.

TDS: How committed are you towards
acting?

Bonna: Without a doubt, I can say that
I am completely dedicated. When I'm
acting, it is the only thing on my mind.
[ try my best to produce something
good. To what extent I'm capable of
doing that is for the audience to
decide.
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Tin Purusher Gaan

Discussion and musical soiree at Chhayanaut
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Three Tagore singers -- Partha Tanvir
Noved, Sifayetullah Mukul and Imtiaz
Ahmed -- performed at a musical soiree
titled, “Tin Purusher Gaan”, at the main
auditorium of Chhayanaut on January 4.

Noted Tagore singer Laisa Ahmed Lisa
delivered welcome address at the
programme, while Tagore exponent Dr.
Golam Murshid elaborately discussed on
Tagore songs and style of rendition. Laisa
Ahmed Lisa briefly read out the profiles of
the featured artistes. She also rendered
several songs at the programme. Partha
Sarathi Sikdar, who compiled the entire
programime, spoke on the different styles
-- dhrupad, khayal, tappa, thumri, kirtan
and baul -- prevalent in Tagore songs. The
featured artistes performed Tagore songs
inspired by South Indian tunes, Western
tunes, numbers used in Tagore plays, and
some that were written during the latter
part of the bard's life.

Imtiaz Ahmed kicked off the event
with a dhrupad styled "Ami Hethaye
Thaki Shudhu”. Sifayetullah Mukul's

\

rendition of the song "Amarey Koro Jibon
Daan” followed. Partha Tanvir Noved
presented “Ek Mon-e Tor Ek Taratey” at
the event. Sifayetullah Mukul and Imtiaz
Ahmed also rendered two other dhru-
pad-styled songs.

Partha Tanvir Noved performed two
khayal themed Tagore songs -- “Nibhrito
Praner Debota” and “Timir
Obogunthoney”, while Sifayetullah
Mukul offered “Kotha Hotey Bajey”. Per-
formance of a tappa-styled “Boro
Bishhoy Lagey” by Imtiaz Ahmed fol-
lowed. Laisa Ahmed Lisa sang a thumri
inspired song "Ki Shur Bajey” at the
programme.

Sifayetullah Mukul performed a
kirtan-styled “Ke Bolechhey Tomaye
Bo(n)dhu”, while Lisa's soulful rendition
of the song "Probhu Aaji Tomar” won the
hearts of many. Partha Tanvir Noved
presented “Gaan-er Jhornatolaye”.
Tagore's Baul-styled songs were next.

Many Tagore songs were based on
local and foreign tunes. Laisa Ahmed
Lisa performed "Bajey Korun Surer
Sthayi”, based on a South Indian tune,

while Sifayetullah Mukul and Partha
Tanvir Noved rendered two Western-

influenced songs “Shokoli Phuralo” and
“E Monihar”.

At the end, the trio with Lisa per-
formed several songs used in Tagore
plays and those written during the latter
part of the bard's life. The repertoire
included “Shuni Oi Runujhunu”, "Bajao
Rey Mohon Banshi”, “Khelaghar
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Ba(n)dhte Legechhi”, “Joleni Aalo
Ondhokarey” and more.

Sifayetullah Mukul is an analyst work-
ing for the United Nations Development
Programme. Imtiaz Ahmed is a London-
based doctor, while Partha Tanvir Noved
is a journalist and a teacher at
Chhayanaut. They all share a passion for
music. Featuring Tagore songs, P&M
Records of India, has recently produced
their solo audio albums -- “Nabo Nabo
Sur-e Taan-e” (Sifayetullah Mukul),
“Adhora Madhurir Chhondobondhoney”
(Imtiaz Ahmed) and “Biroho Bidhur
Pakhi” (Partha Tanvir Noved). Formal
launch of the audio CDs will be held in
Kolkata, India on January 7.

Almas Ali (violin), Yousuf Khan (sarod),
Asit Biswas (esraj), Iftekhar Hossain Sohel
(keyboard), Enamul Haque Omar (tabla),
Swarup Hossain (pakhawaj and khol) and
Pradip Kumar Roy (mondira) instrumen-
tally assisted the singers.

Nasima Haque Mitu aesthetically
designed stage while Panchabhaskar was
in charge of overall assistance. Samir
designed light and sound at the
programine.

Bengali cinema
recapturing
its old glory

in India

Par1AB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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Bengali cinema in India’s Paschimbanga state is
getting back the lost audience, as a series of
thought-provoking films in recent years have
tasted commercial success.

The long-held perception that meaningful
cinema does not do well in box office is withering
away, paving the way for commercial revival of
the industry, according to a latest study on the
eastern media and entertainment sector by
India's apex business and industry body Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI).

Films like “Baishe Srabon”, “Autograph’,

Scenes from “The Japanese Wife” and
“Autograph” (top).

“Moner Manush’, "Abhohoman’, "Anuranan’”,
“The Japanese Wife” and “Shukno Lanka” have
walked the tightrope between box office success
and critical acclaim.

Gone are the days when Bengali films would
struggle to find theatres against Bollywood pot-
boilers featuring big stars. Contending that the
Bengali film industry is on its way to regain lost
glory, the study said that in the last 3-4 years, the
industry has seen the emergence of 'middle-of-
the-road' cinema, which is commercially viable
and yet thought-provoking.

JamiL MaHMUD
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The Bangla word 'Prothoma’
means first among women. This
word is usually used as a tribute
to a woman whose contribution
to the society is unparalleled.
What would be a better title of an
exhibition highlighting the pio-
neering female photographer
Sayeda Khanam?

As homage to Khanam, a solo
photography exhibition by
Roksana Islam was recently held
at the Drik Gallery in Dhanmondi.
Titled "Prothoma’”, the exhibition
started on December 29. Featur-
ing nearly 100 photos, the exhibi-
tion was a remarkable collection
on Khanam.

“When Khanam started her ]
photographic journey, society was | \
not so friendly towards women
stepping out of the home. She
overcame this bigotry and paved
a way for us,” wrote Roksana in
her exhibition note.

In 1962, Khanam, as a photog-
rapher working for the cine-based
magazine Chitrali, went to Cal-
cutta (now Kolkata) to interview
Satyajit Ray. Observing her pas-
sion for photography, Ray praised
her and said, “Women of our
countries usually do not want to
take up this profession.” She has
won several international awards
as recognition of her work.

Khanam also worked as a Press
Photographer for the women's
magazine, Begum. She did por-

traits of international history-
makers such as Queen Elizabeth,
Neil Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin,
Michael Collins, Indira Gandhi
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

of Roksana Islam’s assignment
during her diploma course at
Pathshala South Asian Institute of
Photography (now Pathshala

Roksana's camera tried to capture fragments of Khanam's life.

Media Academy).

All of the photos are in black
and white. Roksana's camera
tried to capture fragments of
Khanam's life. To do so, Rokshana
went everywhere with Khanam --
from her living room to the
kitchen market; from award giv-
ing ceremony to outing for pho-

EXHIBITION
ON PIONEERING
PHOTOGRAPHER

Sayeda Khanam

tography.

At home, browsing books at a
library, attending formal
programmes, receiving bouquets
from female photographers, tak-
ing photos of prominent person-
alities, enjoying live music at
home -- vignettes of Khanam's
life have been captured by
Roksana's camera.

The exhibition is an outcome
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The weeklong exhibition ended
on January 4.

After completing a one-year
diploma from Pathshala, at
present Roksana has been work-
ing as a photojournalist. Sev-
eral of her photos have been
displayed at different group
exhibitions.

This has resulted in movies that cater to all
sections of the Bengali film audiences-- the urban
and those in the districts.

Consequently, from an average of 40-50 films
in 2006, the industry today is producing close to
100 films per year, according to figures from the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBEC).

The box office collections for Bengali films
have started reaching figures as high as Rs 5-6
crores, which is a significant increase from the
past half a decade, the report said.

“The Bengali film industry known for its rich
past and contribution to the Indian film industry
is on its revival path. We are seeing films with
fresh storylines emerging as commercially suc-
cessful, domestically,” veteran filmmaker Goutam
Ghose was quoted as saying in the report. His film
“Moner Manush”, with a cast drawn from India
and Bangladesh, is estimated to have garnered
revenues of Rs 1 crore from theatrical releases
alone last year.

“Today I am proud to say that the Bengali film
industry has really come of age. Good Bengali
films with proper marketing garners as much
attention as any big blockbuster Hindi or a Holly-
wood release,” said producer Mahendra Soni of
Shree Venkatesh Films.

Predicting that Bengal, once regarded as the
'Mecca' of Indian films, will eventually be back
with a bang, Suvojit Roy, CEO of Orion Entertain-
ment, said the palette is complete with films of
different genres, catering to the needs of every
movie enthusiast.

The entry of big producers like Mahindra's
Mumbai Mantra, Reliance Entertainment and
Mukta Arts has injected the much-needed corpo-
rate finance to the Bengali film industry. However,
the industry continues to grapple with challenges
at the ground level due to issues of piracy and
poor exhibition infrastructure that threaten the
sustenance of this growth curve.

Further, addressing areas such as a steady flow
of Bengali content for the semi-urban and rural
audience as well exploring overseas markets
could prove to be beneficial for continued growth
of the industry, the FICCI report suggested.
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Partha Pratim
conducts
workshop

for youngsters

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail
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Students of several schools in Tangail were
introduced to the magical world of mime at a
daylong workshop conducted by mime artiste
Partha Pratim Majumder.

Partha was in Tangail town on Monday on an
invitation from Anandapath School in the town.

Students of the school received the mime
icon at the school premises with wreaths,

national flags and music performances.
Among those who attended the workshop

were Swadhin Bangla Beter Kendra artiste, Elen
Mallik; director of Anandapath and Shonar Tori
Cultural School, Syed Aminul Haque Kaiser;
Principal Sanjida Yasmin; instructor Bidyut
Chandra Saha and Ferdousi Akhter, headmis-
tress of Jahangir Smriti Shebasram School.
Sumona Saha, headmistress of local Zila
Sadar Girls High School, received Majumdar

with wreaths.
Partha performed mime and also discussed

the art with students from several classes. He
was soon flooded with questions from the stu-
dents. Later, Majumdar conducted a workshop

on mime art for the school children.
Raiyan Tasfin, a class IV student of

Anandapath School and a participant at the
workshop, said that he had never heard of
Partha before, nor did he have the faintest idea
about mime earlier.

“Now, I have an understanding of mime arts.
[ also thoroughly enjoyed Majumdar's perfor-
mance and want to be a mime artiste like him,”

he added.
After the training session ended, Partha said

that he hoped to establish a mime academy in
the country and the enthusiasm of these chil-

dren would help him fulfill his dream.
In the evening, a cross section of people,

including professionals, local cultural personal-
ities and representatives of different social

organisations welcomed Partha with wreaths.
“Noishabder Kobi” (Poet of Silence), a docu-

mentary on the life and works of Partha, was
also screened at the venue.
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All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.

ATN BANGLA Diganta TV

1030 Flavour of Spices 11:30  Shokal Belar Pakhi

03:05 Bangla Feature Film 03:05  Music Hour

05:00  Gram Gonjer Khabor 04:30  Durantto Khobar

08:00 Drama 09:25 Rongroop
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1105  Tele Shomoy Maasranga Television

1230 Tritio Matray Aponi 0230 Ichchhe Gaaner Dupur

01:30  Hridoyer Gaan 05:30  Gnenama

0750  BBCSpecial Programme  06:30  Bangladesh Priyo

DeshTV v o)
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0630  World Music :

0945  Drama I Studio
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1130 Grand Music HB ﬂ

RADIO
abc radio FM §9.2 17:00
(4500 Bharer Janalay 02-01
09:00  Mukharito Jibaney 06:00

Boier Poka
Foorti Unlimited

Bumper to Bumper

1200 Darun Dupurey 1000 ClubFoort

03:00 Duranto Bikeley 07:00 Back to Back music
05:00 Shondhatara RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

0700 5h \T 0g: ) Good Morning Dhaka
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11:00 Golper Shesh Nei 3:30 slamic Program
RADIO FOORTI

08:00 Addabazi

Rupali Gaan

Today's World Music

Kobi

On ntv at 09:45pm
Drama Serial
Cast: Tarin, Anisur
Rahman Milon

Blood Diamond
On HBO at 6:35pm
Genre: Thriller
Cast: Leonardo
DiCaprio, Djimon
Hounsou

Moina Tadonto
On ETV at 09:30pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Tisha, Lutfor

Rahman George

Rty 11:40  Rocky
1010 Doctor's Prescription gi;_g :E:;

03:45 Natuner Joygaan
05:30  Ghare Baire

06:35 Blood Diamond
09:30 Paranormal Activity 2
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Ochukhe 03:30 I Shouldn't Be Alive

01:30  Bangla Feature Film 07:30  ManWoman Wild
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BTV BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am Mews (Bangla) at 7:30am.
2:00 pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm. 1:30pm. 5:00pm. 7:15pm.
News (English) at 10:00am, 10:30pm.

4:00 pm, 10:00 pm. News Headlines (Bangla) at
Late Night News (Bangla and 10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.

Englesh) 11:30 pm. (To be
telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHAMMEL-i

News (Bangla): 7:00 am,
9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm,
10:30 pm, 12:30 am

ATN BANGLA

NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm,
10:00 pm, 11:00 pm, 1:00
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01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm
News (English): 9:00 am,
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11:00pm

TALK SHOW
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Maasranga Television
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