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AFP, Durban

Kumar Sangakkara hit a superbly-crafted
century to put Sri Lanka in a strong position
to press for their first Test win of the year on
the third day of the second Test match
against South Africa at Kingsmead on
Wednesday.

Sangakkara's 108 enabled Sri Lanka to
reach 256 for seven in their second innings - an
overall lead of 426, eight runs more than the
highestsuccessful run chase in Test history.

The left-handed former captain shared
stands of 94 with Thilan Samaraweera and
104 with rookie wicketkeeper Dinesh
Chandimal as Sri Lanka went in search of
their first win in four Test tours of South
Africa.

Sangakkara, whose first
three innings in the series were
1, 2 and 0, had not added to his
overnight score of three when
he edged the fourth ball of the
morning, from Morne Morkel,
towards Graeme Smith at first
slip. Wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher dived for the ball,
obscuring Smith's vision, and
the South African captain put
down the chance.

Sangakkara made the
home side pay as he con-
structed a classy innings in
overcast and gloomy condi-
tions. Overnight and morning

(overnight 7-1)

Pereranotout
Herath not out

Kumar puts SL on top

~_ SCOREBOARD

SRILANKA: Firstinnings 338
SOUTH AFRICA: Firstinnings 168
SRILANKA: Secondinnings

Paranavitana cPrince b Morkel 9
Dilshan ¢ Smith b Steyn
Sangakkara ¢ Smith b Tahir 108
Jayawardene lbw b De Lange 14
Samaraweerab ImranTahir 43
Mathews c Boucher b Steyn 3
Chandimal ¢ Boucherb Steyn 54

Extras: (b-5,|b-2, nb-2, w-1) 10
Total: (For 7 wktsin70.3 overs) 256
Tobat:Welegedara, Fernando
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fifty off only 59 deliveries, adding nine more
boundaries. It was his 28th Test century.

First innings century-maker Samaraweera
shared a crucial fourth wicket stand with
Sangakkara after the first three wickets had
fallen for 44 runs to give South Africa hope of
bowling themselves back into contention
despite trailing by 170 runs on the first innings.

Samaraweera made 43 before being
deceived by a googly from Imran Tahir which
he edged into his stumps.

Sri Lanka pressed home their advantage
as Sangakkara and new cap Chandimal
scored at almost a run a minute. Chandimal
followed up his first innings 58 with 54.

With the light fading, Chandimal was
caught behind off Dale Steyn.

Sangakkara followed in the next over when
he hit Tahir to long-on. Bad light stopped play
soon afterwards.

Fast bowling debutant
Marchant de Lange, who took
seven for 81 in the first
innings, claimed the key
wicket of Mahela
Jayawardene as Sri Lanka
4 | struggledearlyintheday.

Jayawardene had scored 14
when he padded up to De
Lange and was given out leg
before wicket by umpire Steve
Davis. Jayawardene sought a
6 | television review but the
; umpire's decision was upheld
when replays showed the ball
would have hit his off bail.
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But De Lange failed to

rain delayed the start by an | Fallofwickets: 1-4, 2-20, 3-44, 4-138,

hour and the floodlights were | 5-141,6-245,7-245 make an impactin laterspells
on during most of the day. Bowler 0 M R w | as Sangakkara swung the R
Sangakkara reached his | Morkel 15 4 4 1 | match ever more in his  ET0NREERSS
fifty off 102 balls with four | Steyn 1 3 5 3 | team's favour on a pitch
fours and then took com- | Delange 123 1 45 1 | which remained a good bat-  Sri Lanka batsman Kumar Sangakkara is overjoyed after reaching his century during the third day of the second Test \ PHOTO
mand, scoring his second ting surface. against South Africa at the Sahara Stadium in Durban yesterday. AFF

Ajax-AZ tie
behind
closed doors

AFP, London

Emmanuel Adebayor.

AFP, The Hague

A Dutch Cup tie between
Ajax and AZ Alkmaar, aban-
doned last Wednesday after
a fan ran on to the pitch and
tried to assault AZ goal-
keeper Esteban Alvarado,
will be replayed behind
closed doors on January 19,
the Dutch football federa-
tion (KNVB) said on
Wednesday.

The December 22 inci-
dent led to the Costa Rican
'keeper being red-carded for
twice kicking out at the fan,
who was then escorted off
the pitch by police.

AZ coach GertjanVerbeek
led his players off the pitch
following the incident com-
plaining about the lack of
security at Ajax's Amster-
dam Arena.

The last 16 tie, which Ajax
had been winning 1-0, was
subsequently abandoned
just before half-time.
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) Gareth Bale scored

their hold on third place in the Pre-
mier League and kept them in touch
with pacesetting Manchester City and
Manchester United.

Victory saw Harry Redknapp's
men go four points clear of fourth-
placed capital foes Chelsea and five in
front of north London rivals Arsenal,
who could only manage a 1-1 draw at
home toWolves earlier on Tuesday.

This win also saw Tottenham close
to within seven points of the top two
of City and United, and with a game in
hand as well.

Bale broke the deadlock at
Carrow Road in the 55th minute,
although his opener owed much to

both goals in
Tottenham's 2-0 win
at Norwich on Tues-

day which tightened

The Togo striker controlled a pass
with his back to goal and shielded the
ball from several defenders before
teeing up Bale who smashed a shot
past Canaries goalkeeper John Ruddy.

Twelve minutes later Wales winger
Bale doubled Spurs' lead with a goal

RESULTS

Arsenal 1 (Gervinho 8) Wolves 1 (Fletcher 38)

Norwich 0 Tottenham 2 (Bale 55, 67)
Swansea 1 (Graham 14) QPR 1 (Mackie 58)

that was all his own work.

He received the ball in the centre
circle and then accelerated away
through the heart of Norwich's
defence with a brilliant turn of speed.

As Zak Whitbread tried forlornly to
get across, Bale bore down on goal
and then deftly chipped the advanc-
ing Ruddy to make it 2-0.

Bale keeps 'em in hunt

Arsenal had to be content with a
point despite Wolves being down to 10
men for the final 15 minutes at the
Emirates Stadium.

Gervinho gave Arsenal an eighth-
minute lead when, following a
superb through ball from Israeli
playmaker Yossi Benayoun, the for-
ward rounded Wolves keeper Wayne
Hennessey.

But Wolves were level shortly
before half-time when a corner came
out to Stephen Hunt, whose shot
took a deflection before Steven
Fletcher reacted quickly to head in
an equaliser.

Elsewhere, promoted clubs
Swansea and QPR shared the pointsin
al-1draw.

Welsh side Swansea took a 14th-
minute lead through striker Danny
Graham but QPR levelled at the
Liberty Stadium shortly before the
hour mark.

STAR Cricket
Australia v India Tottenham Hotspur winger Gareth Bale (C) scores his second goal past Norwich City goalkeeper PHOTO:
First Test, Day 5 John Ruddy during their Premier League encounter at Carrow Road on Tuesday. G
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midfielder Claudio Marchisio

believes the winning mental-
ity is back at the club under
coach Antonio Conte.

Marchisio's six league goals have helped
the Bianconeri to a 16-match unbeaten start
to the season and they head into the new year
joint top of Serie Awith champions AC Milan.

"Conte has brought a new mentality to
the club," Marchisio told Reuters in an inter-
view. "One of his merits has been to elimi-
nate the fear which had unfortunately taken
hold at the club after years of disappointing
results.”

With 27 scudettos, nine more than AC
Milan and Inter Milan, Juventus are Italy's
most successful club domestically, but they
have struggled since the 2006 calciopoli

the players, and there's probably no better
description,” said the 25-year old.

"The boss knows what winning means
and he brings that winning mindset to the
club every day based on his own hard-
working committed character.”

The Turin giants, who missed out on
European football last season after finishing
outside the top six, have also benefited this
term from the new close-to-the-action
Juventus Arena, Italy's first stadium to be
owned byaclub.

"I couldn't guess how many extra points
the ground will be worth for us this season,”
Marchisio said. "But what I can definitely say
is the feeling you get when you hear the fans
constantly encourage. Seeing their faces
close up gives you renewed energy and helps
you go the extra mile.”

ers on Tuesday received
football referee diplomas
under a scheme aimed at
easing their rehabilitation
on their release.

The Deportes por Penales
programme (Sport for
Prison) at La Plata was the
brainchild of former interna-
tional referee Luis Olivetto.

"We have always thought
sport can help their reinte-
gration into society. This can
help them find work when
they are free," said provin-
cial politician Alejandro
Rodriguez who handed out
the diplomas.

Door open tor Diego

% 4 Football

AFP, Paris

Argentina's general manager, Carlos Bilardo,
insisted on Tuesday that the door remains
open for a possible return of former national
team coach Diego Maradona.

Maradona led Argentina to the
quarterfinals at the 2010 World Cup in South
Africa, where they were thrashed 4-0 by
Germany, and his contract was subse-
quently not renewed by the Argentine Foot-
ball Association (AFA).

Bilardo has admitted that he has not
spoken to the former football legend since
then, but did not rule out a possible recon-
ciliation.

"We don't talk any more. Since 1983, with
Diego, we've argued at least 40 times,"
Bilardo told France Football magazine.

"For the past year and a half, (the relation-
ship) is over. But you can never say never,

never again,” he added, in reference to
Maradona's chances of returning to the
national set-up.

Regarding their falling out after the
World Cup, Bilardo said: "He should have
stayed. But he wanted to keep all his techni-
cal staff and we didn't agree with this. He
said: 'It's all or nothing.' We told him: "All?
No!' And he left."

Bilardo led an Argentina side spear-
headed by Maradona to glory at the 1986
World Cup in Mexico, but relations between
the pair have since soured.

After his contract as national coach was
not renewed, Maradona claimed that he had
been "lied" to by AFA president Julio
Grondonaand "betrayed” by Bilardo.

Maradona was succeeded by Sergio
Batista, who was in turn replaced by
Alejandro Sabella following Argentina's
quarter-final exit as hosts at this year's
CopaAmerica.
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