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et e 22884 Zardari hits out at
P Rl 00 PR ea e B conspliracies

PM denies he wants to sack army chief

AFP, Islamabad Tensions between his
unpopular civilian govern-
ment and the military, which
has ruled Pakistan for around
half its existence, soared this
month over amemo asking for

UJS intervention to stave off a

i' L :"L: ) _ d / _ d Pakistan's embattled presi-
ST ﬂ ; o A St p i S gyl R " dent yesterday used the fourth
ol e “ﬂﬂqqh gt AL ERTE S gy | B anniversary of his wife Benazir
S RN it £ siT o B TSR | A ' Bhutto's assassination to urge
b J | A the country to foil "conspira-
cies againstdemocracy.”
Asif Ali Zardari, who has feared military coup.
spent December fending off " Pakistan, a nuclear-armed
rampant speculation that he state of 174 million, is rife with

may be forced out of office, was expected LT Spey theories. Zan:_larl ca}led his
wife's murder a conspiracy "to rob

to address tens of thousands of followers Pakistan of its best hope to establish a fully
at the Bhutto mausoleum later yesterday fnctional democracy”.

inarare public speech. SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

N S (N ) U SRR L R ik® | Muggers shoot | Provide graft
The race in Comilla City Corporation elections is on in full swing as candidates gear up for the January 5 elections. Horn speakers are being used and 1 g
1INnio wi
the streets are decorated with campaign posters in their bids to reach the voters. The photo was taken at Ashoktalain the city. PHOTO: STAR S h 0 k e e e I. d e a d
Loudspeakers ; p p eVIdence
k . c 0 M I L L A c I T I 8 hurt as BC], | STaer CorRESPONDENT ACC calls upon
create noise ; FLE C 11 0 N 2 0 12 3 l h Muggers shot a shopkeeper dead and injured another as | govt officials
pouution > : Imern Clas they looted Tk 10 lakh from them in the capital's | ¢1)cr CORRESPONDENT
Z STAFF CORRESPONDENT Bongshal yesterday.

RJP‘KI? Hf}fNET SUMAN, . _ Protesting the incident, local businessmen shut down | The Anti-Corruption
from Comilla : u S C e I I I e I I a C At lealstlmght lstudents their businesses for about an hour and took to the streets | Commission (ACC) yester-
As the campaigning for : ) were injured in a clash demanding the arrest of the criminals. day called upon honest
Comilla City Corporation - ° between two rival groups In another incident, unidentified criminals shot a | and sincere government
polls is about to reach its . m 0 n ej 4 b 1 C 0 n C e I'n of Bangladesh Chhatra businessman at Uttara in the city and snatched Tk 5 lakh | officials and people of the
pﬂakr voters have been LEElgl_lE [BCL] at a Dhaka from him. EEI‘I.II'I'ICI“_":.-r o pl'l:ﬁ.i"idﬂ infor-
subjecter_[ to aggressive Pﬂl}ftEChI]iC Institute hos- The victim in Enngshal was identified as Md Rubel | mation on curruptign
sound pollution caused by - RAKIB HASNET SUMAN, from Comilla The Election Commission has identi- | tel in early hours today. Chowkider, 25, and his injured colleague as Nasir Gazi, | along with evidence.
blaring loudspeakers in : _ fied 47 out of 65 polling centres as vulner- Of them, Jewel, 19, and | 33. They were employees of a steel sheet shop, Igbal The anti-graft body
the city. : I[‘hnug? the voters l.lﬂ"i.-"E fs 0 falifeen a_:;m_ able considering the criminal records of | Nasir, 20, were taken to Enterprise, at Nazira Bazar. requested all to post the

Much to the frustration : cnC€-lfeé campaign lor the malden .. .., didates and the number of voters SEE PAGE 19 COL 8 SEE PAGE 19 COL 8 SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

. Comilla City Corporation polls, they are

of the citizens, a total of . dab o ofthe respective wards.
367 loudspeakers are - very much concerned about the crimina Returning Officer Abdul Baten yester-

being used at around the - records of snme.candidates and use of  qay said the law enforcers are conducting
same time in different : hla-::%f. Huey and ¥ll.egal e special drives to arrest the listed criminals.
parts of the city. But the Citizens and civil society leaders have 4 ¢ou of thermn have been arrested already -

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Election Commission : also expressed worry about the alleged 4 many others have left the area.
officials said they have : involvement of criminals in the cam- “No one will get a chance to use black
nothing to do with it. : paigns of two key mayoral aspirants -- money and musclemen in the elections,”
“It's true that people - Afzal Khan and Monirul Hoque Sakku. mentioned Baten after attending a meet-
are suffering a lot. But . According to police, over 70 out of 287 ing of the law and order coordination cell.
SEE PAGE 6 coL 6 . councillor aspirants have criminal records. SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

UI]iVEI'SitY Pak troops ShOOt Death SpElI'kS

student killed violence

in road crash after talklng in Barisal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Police camp attacked,
Khulna

17 hurt in clash
A student of Khulna to S aye de e OUR CORRESPONDENT,

University was crushed i
under the wheel ofauni- | Witness tells war crimes tribunal | Atleast 17 people were
versity bus yesterday T m—— injured as police fired
afternoon. _ rubber bullets during a
Hadiul Islam alias Prosecution witness Manik Poshari yesterday narrated | -]ash between law enforc-
Enamul, 20, a first-year before the International Crimes Tribunal how Pakistani | ers and villagers centring
student of Forestry and soldiers had shot his employee Ibrahim after consulting | 3 businessman's death at
Wood Technology with Jamaat-e-Islami leader Delawar Hossain Sayedee in | Kurulia village under

SEEPAGR1DCOLE | 1971. Uzirpur upazila of Barisal

PRAVERTIMING  December 28 “They tc-u.k Kutti [?bral'.lim] to the nthe.r E.*m:l of the | early yesterday.
Pararhaat Bridge [a bridge in Parerhaat of Pirojpur], con- Five policemen were
sulted with Delawar Sikder [now known as Delawar | also injured by brickbats
Hossain Sayedee] and shot him,” Poshari told the tribu- | hurled by the villagers.

Azan Jamaat

e A Tar

Asr 400 415 nal. Sayedee stood nearby as Ibrahim's body was thrown Arun Samaddar, a fish-
Maghrib 5-27 5-30 into the river. erman of the village, said
ﬂ:’ e ML, Poshari, while hiding on the other side of the bridge, | he found businessman
Istamic Foandatian SEE PAGE 19 COL 5 SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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