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DHAKA SATURDAY DECEMBER 24, 2011

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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05:02 Houseful
11:00 Rajneetir Baire
12:00 Top of the Pop
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Title: 40- Of Struggle and ' 1 Iy IR K Z Studio
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Date: Dec 25- Jan 03 As a student of class seven, he participated in an inter-district school ¢ . Pearl
Time: 12-8pm “ Ll 0440 Pirates of the Caribbean:
i competition on music. Finding his vocals mature, the radio authority ; ETV : I}:.a 4 Mm'sfim:t SF:
included the young singer in a programme, “Nabokallol”. In 1977, along ¢ 1002 Dehghari 0800 Pirates of the Caribbean:
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Solo Art Exhibition

furtist: Shahabuddin Ahmed
Yenue: National Museum,
Shahbagh,

Date: Dec 18-28

Time: 10am-8-30pm
{Friday: 3-8:30pm)

Group Art Exhibition

Organiser: Artist Club Bangladesh
Venue: Asiatic Gallery of Fine Arts, 5,
(Md Secretariat Road, Nimtali

Date: Dec 17-26

Time: 12-8pm

Theatre

Play: Shesher Kobita

Troupe: Theatre Art Unit

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpokola Academy

Title: Television Arek Jibon
Venue: Ballroom, Hotel

Ruposhi Bangla
Date: December 25

Time: 12pm

music director... . » . » . . * :
Concert Bishwait:Yes, [ won both the awards for the movie “Sharmi Sri Fifth Hindustani Classical Music Festival begins at Chhayanaut e
Venue: Lt. Sheikh Jamal Waada’". | was the music director and singer of the song, “Ekta Chand at 09:05pm
E;T::;:: RS Chhara Raat’, featured in the film. Lyricist Kabir Bakul won a National ZAHANGIR ALOM classical music gurus, Anup Barua, directed Jaipur-Atrauli Khayal Gayaki tradition. Celebrity Talk
Date: Dacember 25 Award for thesongaswell. I the performance. With his pakhawaj, Renowned Indian tabla artiste Vishwanath i Bsa:;:
Time: 4:30pm TDS: When did you do your first playback? Shushen Kumar Roy accompanied the Shirodkar; his wife, harmonium player Ahmed

National Folk Music Fest

2010-20M

Organiser: Bangladesh Lok
Sangeet Parishad

Venue: Chittagong & Dhaka.
Date: Dec 24, 30, 31

Time: 10am onwards

that would practice regularly. Since the song “Torey Putuler Moto Korey
Shajiye” recorded by him came out, he hadn't looked back.

For three decades, Kumar Bishwajit has held sway over music enthu-
siasts in Bangladesh. The Daily Star (TDS) recently caught up with the

artiste.

TDS: You have recently launched 40 songs in four albums. Could

you tell us more about them?

Bishwajit: ['ve been deeply involved in the music scene for 30 years.
During this long journey, I have sung many songs. These selected 40
songs have been released by G Series. The albums are: "Megher
Anagona’, “Ekta Akash”, “"Shopner Palki” and “Premer Abash”. All these
songs have also been made available to Grameen Phone subscribers.

TDS: You have won two National Awards this year, as a singer and a

Bishwajit: It was in 1982, for the movie “Inspector”. Since then, [ have

done numerous playbacks.

TDS: What is your opinion of music launched on mobile phones?
Bishwajit: [ think we have to move with changing technologies,

that's all I can say.

TDS: What do you think of this generation of musicians and art-

istes?

Bishwajit: The popular trend seems to be heavily dependent on
technology. I know I said that we have to move with technology, but one

needs to draw the line somewhere. You cannot expect “soul” in a song
that's more or less a product of technological manipulation. I call them

“Machine Songs”. At times I feel angry at these practices.
TDS: What differences do you see between music today and when

are days I will always miss.
TDS: What has been your biggest achievement as a musician?
Bishwajit: Love and affection from everyone. The people of this coun-
try have given me a lot of love, which would have been impossible had I
not been a singer. I consider that to be my biggest accomplishment.
TDS: Whom would you blame for the declining music market?
Bishwajit: [ would blame piracy for this. This is what caused the
catastrophic downfall in the music market. I think internet, FM radio,
[ree download are to blame.

A two-day long Hindustani Classical Music
Festival (both vocal and instrumental)
began at the main auditorium of
Chhayanaut Shangskriti Bhaban in Dhaka
on December 22.

Veteran music exponent Pandit
Ramkanai Das formally inaugurated the
festival as chief guest. A number of
Chhayanaut artistes rendered the national
anthem as the chief guest formally
launched the event. The organisers also
honoured the chief guest with an uttario
and flowers.

you started?

Bishwajit: A lot of differences, the biggest of which is technology.
Technology is playing a big role -- ensuring great sound quality and
opportunity to use instruments and styles we were not familiar with.

TDS: Whom do you admire among the musicians today?

Bishwajit: Definitely Habib Wahid. Many of his songs are stirring and
can be considered remarkable mood enhancers.

TDS: What do you miss the most?

TDS: Tell us about your next album.

Bishwajit: I'm working on it at the moment. So far [ have completed
three songs. Hopefully, the album will be launched next year.

TDS: What plans do you have at the moment?

Bishwajit: I have survived and thrived in the music scene over the
last three decades. I've had the opportunity to sings some really good
songs. Unfortunately, some of them are now unappreciated and unno-
ticed. Hardly anyone knows about them due to lack of publicity. I want

Speeches by general secretary of
Chhayanaut, Khairul Anam Shakil;
Ramkanai Das and vice president of
Chhayanaut, Dr. Sarwar Ali, followed.
Dr. 5arwar Ali presided over the inaugu-
ral session. Treasurer of the organisa-
tion, Pradip Nag, was also present.

Chhayanaut artistes kicked off the soiree

artistes on chautaal during the dhrupad
performance.

Another Chhayanaut guru, Rezwan Ali
Lavlu, performed khayal at the festival.
He rendered vilambit and drut bandish
on Raga Puria Dhaneshree. Zakir
Hossain on tabla, Alamgir Parvez Suman
on harmonium, Matiar Rahman on
sarangi, Latifun Julio and Kaniz Basar on
tanpura instrumentally assisted the
performer.

A solo tabla performance by a
Chhayanaut artiste, Gautam Kumar
Sarkar, followed. Gautam was very fast in
producing beats. The artiste demon-
strated several qaida of Benaras Gharana.
He also produced several bol prior to
performing the respective gaida. Ratan
Kumar Das accompanied the artiste with
harmonium.

The last performer of the inaugural day

A RAINBOW OF NOTES AND TAAN

Seema Shirodkar, and Bangladeshi tanpura
artiste Latifun Julio accompanied the fea-
tured artiste.

Ashwini Bhide Deshpande started her
performance with a vilambit and drut
bandish on Raga Behag. Her rendition
was full of dramatised improvisation.
With the bandish, "Bajere Mori Payal
Jhanana", the performance highlighted
her finesse. She rendered the words of the
bandish during a speedy taan perfor-
mance. She effortlessly touched all the
three S5a of the scale. A rapt audience
frequently put their hands together to
admire the performance.

Her second performance was a rare
composition on Raga Bageshree, as she
went on a unique taal (nine and a half
beats). A dadra performance followed. And
last but not the least, the artiste performed
a thumri on Raga Bhairavi.
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Clockwise (from top left): Pandit Ramkanai Das speaks at the
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abc radio FM 89.2

Bhorer lanalay

Mukhorita Jiboney
12:00 Darun Dupurey
03:00 [huranto Bikeley

{05:00 Shondhatara
07-00 Shajer Maya
{(#-00 Raat-er Akashey
11:00 Golper Shesh Nai
RADIO FOORTI

048:00 Addabazi

02:00 Foorti Unlimited

Priyojoner

06:00 Bumper to Bumper

10:00 Back to Back
Music

RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

0i6:00 Green FiM

08:00 ood Morning
Dhaka

11:00 World Music

0d:00 UTurn

0700 Tobe Tai Hok

10:00 Raat Yor Gaan

12:00 Hutum Pecha

Legend of the
Fist: The Return

of Chen Zhen
On HBO at 09:30pm

Genre: Action/
Drama

Cast: Donnie Yen,
Alex Ahlstrom

Gaan
OnDeshTVat |
03:00pm

Live Musical §

Programme
Band: Dolchut

: [Jﬂlt;:5 EE 24 Bishwajit: [ miss my school days a lot. We used to fly kites, pick man-  to breathe a new lease of life into these compositions by reintroducing with performing dhrupad and khayal based was Ashwini Bhide Deshpande, a Mumbai- Mobile phone operator Robi sponsored opening of the festival; Ashwini Bhide Deshpande (2-L) and Dr.
B goes, fetch eggs from birds’ nests, and go to fairs at Sitakunda. Those them to the audience. on Raga Bhupali. One of Chhayanaut's based accomplished vocalist of the famed the festival. Rezwan Ali Lavlu perform at the programme. ki o il Star Movies
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Utshab 8 : P' - of the government, through censorship. That is more difficult, but LT T D .y Take my hand and say you'll follow I've been TALKSHOW
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UrBan FiCtj Music bution to Indian cinema (particu- author -- they added. spoke at the discussion. you manage to be so productive? e, ks 'il_re‘id}r a big de.all that it LU“]'%] even go into the Oscar as a N A G Cause all the time that you're with ETY - Sanglap
larly through his folk songs), The discussion was chaired by After the brief discussion, songs of A. This is based on my lifestyle. First of all, I love to make movies. selected film and potentially be nominated. sl me, we will be at home Esl.-;[]::‘:ﬂwfﬁslﬁﬂ it L‘Iag:;::.l afI'E:IZE;:::m
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in India and Bangladesh.

Kazi Borhan, head of Dinajpur Natya
Samiti.

artistes of Dinajpur Udichi.

any hobbies or distractions of my own. So [ devote 100 percent of

SOURCE: THE NEW YORK TIMES

SOURCE: CHORDIE.COM

09:05pm  Amar Ami

07:30pm  Prime |s5ue




