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NATIONAL TASKFORCE MEETING
ON RIVERS

Tanners warned
against absence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Legal action will be taken against tannery owners if they
do not attend the next meeting with the national
taskforce on rivers, expected to be held on the first week
of January, said Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan.

The minister said this after the 15th meeting of the
taskforce at the ministry in the city yesterday.

"We have taken decision to take legal action against
those tannery owners, who will disobey our directives,"
said the minister.

Earlier on November 13, a sub-committee of the
taskforce, held a meeting to chalk out a plan to replace
the tanneries located surroundings the Buriganga river.
But tannery owners did not attend the meeting, said an
official of the ministry.

Shahjahan Khan also said that a five-kilometer long
walkway surrounding the river Buriganga has already
been completed and more 11-kilometre long walkway
will be constructed.
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Jatiya Party leaders led by HM Ershad take part in a dialogue on the formation of a new
Election Commission with President Zillur Rahman at Bangabhaban yesterday.
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Nationalise jobs

Pry teachers place demand
at sit-in programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers of different non-government primary schools
yesterday demanded that the government provide specific
allocation in the next fiscal year's budget to nationalise their

jobs.
They said the teachers will not go back to their respective

schools until the government makes a specific announce-

ment and takes necessary steps to nationalise their jobs.
The demand came at a daylong sit-in programme staged

by National Non-Government Primary Teachers' Oikya
Parishad, a platform comprising of four organisations of
non-government primary school teachers, at Central

Shaheed Minar in the city.
Several hundreds teachers from different districts joined

the programme where they said it is not possible to ensure
quality education if the teachers are paid poor remunera-

tion.

The parishad leaders announced that they will continue
their sit-in today at the same venue where they will
announce future programmes through a press conference at
5:00pm.

The parishad President Mohammad Shamsul Alam,
Member Secretary Abdur Rahman Bachhu, and Co-
chairman Sheikh Abdus Salam Mia spoke at the programme.

2 women die as
trains hit them

METRO DESK

Two women were killed as
trains hit them in the capital

cityand Chittagong yesterday.

QOur staff correspondent
reports: An unidentified
woman was killed after being
hit by a Narayanganj-bound
train at Kamalapur Railway
Station in the city yesterday.

The woman, aged around
55, fell victim to the accident
while she was crossing the rail
track around 10:00am, said
Kamalapur railway police.

She was taken to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
where she was declared dead.

BSS from Chittagong adds:
An unidentified young
woman was Kkilled when a
shuttle train ran over her in
Hamzarbug area of the dis-
trict yesterday.

Police said the woman
was decapitated after the
train ran over her at
Hamzarbug level crossing at
around 8:20am.

Climate impacts cause
1.5pc GDP loss

Says Hasan Mahmud

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh loses 1.5 percent of its
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), as
more natural disasters caused by
climate change impacts hit the coun-
try now, said Environment and
Forests Minister Hasan Mahmud at a
seminar yesterday.

"The negative impacts include
flood, draught, salinity, cyclone, and
sea level rise. These natural disasters
are leading to fall in GDP growth," he

said.
The minister described

Bangladesh as "an innocent victim,"
as, he said, the country lies at the
bottom on the list of the most carbon
releasing countries.

He said the country's people have
been fighting the climate-induced
natural disasters for years. Now all
types of harmful impacts of climate
change hit the country, he added.

The minister said that with an
average global carbon emission of
two tonnes per person, Bangladesh
emits only 0.3 tonnes while devel-
oped countries release more than 15

tonnes.
The seminar on climate change

impact was organised by NGO Forum
for Public Health and Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS)
at the Jatiya Press Club.

Presenting the keynote paper,
BCAS research fellow Golam Rabbani
said some 95 percent of the climate

victims, who die every year world-
wide, are from developing nations.

He put emphasis on ensuring safe
water and sanitation system for the
people of coastal areas, as climate
changes affect water most and make
coastal people more vulnerable.

"But it is difficult as natural
disasters in the coastal areas destroy
our fresh water sources and sanita-
tion system every year", Rabbani

said.
BCAS executive director Dr A Atik

Rahman, NGO Forum for Public
Health executive director SMA
Rashid, and Department of Public
Health Engineering chief engineer
Md Nuruzzaman were present on the
occaslon.

Defamation
suit filed
against 3
editors

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Ashiyan Land Development
Ltd yesterday filed a defama-
tion case against the editors
of three national dailies for
publishing a news item this
November, which, the com-
pany says, was 'false and

fabricated."
The company's Managing

Director NI Maksud filed the
case against Dr Syed Anwar
Husain, editor of the Daily
Sun; Imdadul Haque Milon,
acting editor of the daily
Kaler Kantho; and Naim
Nizam, acting editor of the
daily Bangladesh Protidin;
with the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court of Dhaka.

After the hearing,
Metropolitan Magistrate
Keshob Roy Chowdhury
recorded statement of the
plaintiff and issued sum-
mons upon the editors ask-
ing them to appear before it
on February 17.

In the complaint, Maksud
said the three dailies on
November 22 this year pub-
lished a news item titled
“Ashiyan Land Development
Ltd was caught while it
attempted to getloan of Tk 10
crore showing forged FDR".
The news was false and fabri-
cated, and it tarnished the
company's image, he said.

19 houses
gutted in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A fire gutted 19 tin-shed
houses at Shahidnagar Beri
Bandh of Lalbagh in the city

yesterday.
The fire originated from a

kitchen stove broke out
around 6:30pm, said locals
and fire service sources.

Four units of fire fighters
doused the blaze with a half
an hour efforts.
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French Ambassador to Bangladesh Charley Causeret hands over a cheque for Tk 15 lakh to Executive Director of Acid
Survivors Foundation (ASF) Monira Rahman, /eft, at the envoy's residence in the city yesterday as the ASF has been
awarded prestigious Human Rights Prize 2011 styled "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity" of the French government.

Now time for action
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ostrich. This means we can

ment field is the inflow of
machinery for power plants.

now plan for a recovery and
make policy decisions.

Amidst everything, he
deserves thanks for admit-
ting the reality. More so
because this is not the politi-
cal culture of the day to say
that things are not in their
right shapes. Rather political
leaders fall into the
Goebbelian wisdom that
you deny and keep on telling
lies until everyone believes
them (one may well recall
how the political leadership
once dealt with the August
21 grenade attack or the
Bangla Bhaisyndrome).

The issues that the
finance minister mentioned
as putting pressure on the
economy are well known.

Of course investment is
down, no matter how much
the cabinet ministers deny
this. All we saw in the invest-

Of course subsidies are
killing us. And much of this
can be attributed to costly
rental power projects, no
matter how much the prime
minister defends them as

necessary.
Of course foreign aid has

plunged and pulling taka
value against dollar down,
no matter how much the
ministers claim that we do
not need the World Bank's
money to build Padma
Bridge.

And of course inflation is
way too high and much of it
is because of our wrong
domestic policy, no matter
how much our ministers try
to shift the blame on the
heated international com-
modity market.

True, inflation interna-
tionally is high, but that does
not explain our situation

because our figures are
much higher than the inter-
national ones or even Indian
figures. In fact, worldwide
inflation is dropping fast.
India recorded the lowest
inflation in four years in
December.

But in our case, we bor-
rowed recklessly, we let
credit growth go out of con-
trol. And when a lot of
money chases too little
goods, prices are bound to
go up. When you have dollar
shortage, your imports will
be costly and that would
mean slopping some more
inflation into the basket.

And now inflation has
gone up to such a level that it
is going to affect the asset
and liability of the financial
sector.

All these warnings had
been given before by econo-
mists and analyses of this
newspaper. But the

policymakers were found to
be basking in the glory of a
mirage. Just as they have
been in the case of the
stockmarket too. The results,
as we see through the index
and trading pattern of the

hourses, are the same.
So one hard lesson from

this whole affair is that with
the economy you do not gain
by misinformation or denial.
Economy is not politics after
all, although one affects the
other. A good economy will
always give a good political
footing to the government.

But now that Muhith has
come out straight with a
realistic picture of the econ-
omy, one could expect that
he will immediately embark
on a corrective mode. And
how much painful they may
be, this statement will help
him make tough political
decisions.

enjoy

Christmas
@ Radisson Blu

We offer a
“Sugar & Spice”

spectacular setting for a

- Call +880 2 8754555

Tt

1 - Ext 8112

blissful time this Christmas! Our exclusive
counter in the lobby offers an array of take-away Christmas

puddings, cakes, Yule logs, Santa's special cookies and many more delightful

Christmas delicacies. Roasted turkey, duck and imported lamb are also

available at Sugar & Spice. This Christmas treat yourself and your family to

delectable cuisines
12 hrs prior to expected delivery.

> and make it merrier with ﬁ’f’ﬁ{? Please place your order

« Water Garden Brasserie: Choose your preferred dishes from a lavish buffet at
lunch and dinner on Christmas day.

* Sublime: Treat your beloved one to a romantic evening at our rooft

restaurant “Sublime”,

« Spice & Rice: If you prefer an oriental-inspired Christmas, no resta
& Rice can offer you the best in town.

Spice

For orders & table rese

Radisson Blu Water Garden Hotel Dhaka
Airport Road, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka 1206, Bangladesh.
Phone: 8754555, Fax: 8754554

radissonblu.com

rvations call: +880 2 8754555, Ext 6029
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