*EDITORIAL

PLEASURE IS ALL MINE

HE citadels of
Mughal power
or the hubs of

their administration
had Dewani Khas
and Dewani Aam as
common elements
of the imperial
architecture. The
relics are a witness
to an advanced culture of governance
quite a few centuries ago.

Dewani Khas was for the nobility or
state officials and Dewani Aam for the
commoners. Emperors would hear out the
common man's grievances, pleas for
justice and fairplay and order remedial
measures. They would have perhaps taken
to task state officials for their lapses
depending on the feedback received in
Dewani Aam.

The Mughal rulers knew it full well that
their subjects' happiness was a
cornerstone of the empire's prosperity.

Dr. Kamal has recently said that political
parties on winning elections through
"nomination business" turn people into
their "subjects.” According to the
Constitution though, all power belongs to
the people, he reminds us.

I would say, what even the subjects of
the Mughal emperor had enjoyed by way
of courtesy and benevolence, the citizens
in a democracy are denied in Bangladesh.

The people's importance is practically
felt in four scenarios: During election
campaigns and when they have made
known their verdict through the polls;
when a headcount is taken to target
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J I \ HE occasion was the launching of
Dead Reckoning at the Woodrow
Wilson Center in Washington DC .

The centre described the book as "chal-

lenging assumptions about the nature of

the conflict." However, several research-
ers have criticised and dissected her book

-- including Nayanika Mookherjee,

Naeem Mohaiemen, Urvashi Butalia, and

Srinath Raghavan.

After Ms. Bose delivered a description
of her book, I commented in my role as a
reporter who covered the period as
Associated Press bureau chief in Pakistan
at the time. Frankly, the book disap-
pointed, if not astonished me. The need
for a revised look at events certainly
exists. Several years ago, [ wrote in the
now-defunct Far Eastern Economic
Review bemoaning the fact that
Bangladesh had produced no reliable
English-language history of its independ-
ence struggle. But while Bose's interviews
and anecdotal reporting add to the litera-
ture, Dead Reckoning doesn't satisfy the
need.

Her book is so full of holes [ can only
describe her work as "Swiss cheese schol-
arship,” with the same excess of bias that
exists in so many other books of the
period. I took a batch of books about the
conflict from my library and piled them
up at the session, to illustrate my belief
that Dead Reckoning was just one more
book for the pile.

Ms. Bose says she started her project
sympathetic to the cause of the East
Pakistani Bengalis. She says out of her
probing of memories emerged a story that
was at odds with the conventional story
of the war and its emphasis on East
Pakistani suffering and grievances. Faced
with a challenge of what she said was
"seeking the right balance between
detachment and involvement," she now
appears to see the conflict more through
the lens of the losers (the Pakistan army).
The single word to describe her reaction
at best is "ingenuous," as in naive and
artless. But the harsher word "disingenu-
ous" could also apply.

For example, she is distressed that
Bengali propaganda of the time demon-
ised General Yahya Khan, the Pakistan
military ruler. As for Sheikh Mujib, while
speaking at the Wilson Center, she
claimed Mujib played "a double game."

Having raised the example of Yahya's
beneficence, Ms. Bose had an obligation,
in the name of balance, to flesh out her
picture of the general. A case can cer-
tainly be made that Yahya had a darker
side that affected his decision-making. I
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More khas than aam

policies, allocations and delivery of
services; when a natural disaster strikes
raising domestic and international
concerns; and last but not least, during
mass movements.

In the first and the last set of
circumstances, people may be well within
their rights to feel
exploited because after
the polls they are largely
forgotten until the next
polls. And, after a
popular upsurge
resulting in a change,
the euphoria quickly
dies down as they see
little improvement in
their own plight.

People have always
fought for ideals, made
important gains for
democracy, but have not
got commensurate
return on their
psychological
investments. This
betrayal has been
repeated time and again.

In the second and
third scenarios, (during
policy formulation and
natural vagaries) they
are just numbers. The
cream of public
spending is skimmed off
by the followers of political party in power
and the vested interests growing around
them. Only crumbs would be thrown to
the people -- thanks to corruption, opaque
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saw him drunk the day in 1970 he arrived
in East Pakistan from China, presumably
to boost the province's morale after a
cyclone. He was drunk again the night of
November 22, 1971, when Indian troops
moved aggressively into East Pakistan. At
a reception that evening at the
Intercontinental hotel in Rawalpindi, I
stepped out to question him. He drunk-
enly shouted: "I know you! I know you!’
and tottered off without an answer.

Brigadier EB. Ali, who contributed to
the ouster of Yahya as Pakistan's
leader in December 1971, sent this
message after [ sent him Ms. Bose's
description of the general: "By
1970/71 he was an alcoholic who
spent most of his time in a drunken
haze and didn't really direct or con-
trol policy. This was made by others
around him, and OK'ed by him.
These people had no intention of
letting East Pakistan rule or separate.
The "deal with Mujib" that she talks
about was just camouflage to give
the army time to prepare for the
crackdown."

As for Mujib, a case can be made
that he searched for a resolution that
would make him either the prime
minister of all Pakistan or at least the
supreme leader in East Pakistan. He
repeatedly tried to hold off the radi-
cal, younger elements pressing him
to declare independence. [ saw a sign |
of his desperation after I reported in
February 1971 that Bhutto had sug-
gested two prime ministers for
Pakistan (in a drunken interview
with me during a February midnight
in Peshawar). Bhutto had made the
same suggestion in a previous, little-
noticed interview with the Times of
London reporter Peter Hazelhurst.

Few realised it at the time, but
Bhutto sensed already that the peo-
ple of Pakistan had voted in 1970 for
separation.

Mujib summoned me to his Dhanmondi
home. He and [ sat alone in his living room
(an unusual occurrence in a house that
was always overrun with followers). He
asked me to describe what Bhutto told me.
"If that is what he wants," Mujib said with
opening his hands, palms up, in a hopeless
gesture and a sigh, "l agree." I trotted off to
send a story that a basis for agreement
existed between the country's two top
political leaders. After publication, Mujib
promptly denied it. He told me I had mis-
quoted him and I told him I didn't. "That
story will hurt me in West Pakistan,"” he
said finally, referring to other West
Pakistani politicians who detested Bhutto
and wanted to deal with Mujib.

distribution and lack of transparency and
answerability.

This is hardly the deal the people of
Bangladesh have deserved from successive
governments. Given their contributions to
the economy, they should have been the
apple of the eye of any government. They

To those with huge surplus money, earned or
unearned, let me say this: The shroud has no pocket.

cultivate each inch of the land-short

country to yield a cereal output three
times the level at the birth of Bangladesh.

With the population doubling and food

production trebling we are in a comfort
zone there. Nevertheless, remunerative
price of rice at the growers' level and child
malnutrition are problem areas.

Remittances from mostly blue-collar
Bangladeshi workers abroad are an
exemplary gain for the country, given that
white-collar
employees, both at
home and abroad, are
building up assets
overseas. There are
exceptions, though. On
the other hand, the
women garment
workers along with
their numerically less
male counterparts have
. been another pillar of
strength our forex
reserve is heavily
dependent on.
Between the two
sources, we have
foreign currency
earnings under $20
billion.

Unfortunately, what
they earn by their
sweat and tears is not
judiciously utilised.
The costly oil import
for nearly two-dozen
rental power projects
depleting the once
comfortable forex reserve is an obvious
case in point.

This is not to forget the disorderly
conduct of crowds losing rational control

on Dead Reckonin

In her portrayal of Mujib as a cunning,
if not hypocritical, leader (a speculative
view unsourced by her), Ms. Bose had an
obligation to give her readers a more
balanced picture of the man.

Ms. Bose's interviews often substanti-
ate her thesis that the Bengalis in East
Pakistan were sinners in violence in kill-
ing non-Bengalis, as well as they were
sinned against by the Pakistan army. She
treats this information as a revelation. But

it is hardly fresh news.
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In my first visit to Dhaka in December
1969, three months after [ arrived in
Pakistan as AP bureau chief, I found
myself in the midst of a state of emer-
gency ordered by the military governor,
Admiral Ahsan. Bengalis and Biharis were
killing each other. Having just arrived
after three years of covering the Biafra
civil war in Nigeria, in which the eastern
province of the country tried to secede, |
wrote in my first dispatch that East
Pakistan was going to be the next Biafra.
Ben Bassett, the AP's foreign editor in
New York, responded by asking, with
India separating the two wings of
Pakistan, how were they going to get at
each other? "I don't know," I answered,

"but they will find a way." Fifteen months
later, they did.

[f I, a rank outsider, could see immedi-
ately the hatred that led to further killings
and rapes less than two years later, imag-
ine what the insiders knew. In this chroni-
cle of hatred, Ms. Bose had an obligation
to tell the story behind that hatred. She
doesn't.

While supporting the contention that
Bengalis also committed killings, she
describes through interviews the killings
by the Pakistan army at Dhaka
University. She provides a chilling
portrayal of random killings of
Hindus in a village by a Pakistan
army platoon. But, she still con-
cludes: "By the massacre of
unarmed and helpless Hindu refu-
gees at Chuknagar, a band of 25 to
30 men brought lasting disgrace to
an entire army and a whole
nation."

A case can be made that these
operations were not out of the
ordinary, but represented inci-
dents that the army repeated
throughout East Pakistan.

According to Brigadier EB. Ali:
"On the general issue of atrocities
... they were committed by both
sides. Unfortunately, in an insur-
gency which develops into a guer-
rilla war, they happen quite often.
My view is that the Pakistan army,
being a professional military force,
should be held to a higher stan-
dard than the 'rebels,’ and are thus
more culpable. Also because the
scale of their actions was consider-
ably more than those of the other
side. Totally criminal were the
actions of certain commanders
- who ordered atrocities to be com-
mitted. The senior officers (Brig.
and above) performed poorly, with
some exceptions. Many of the
generals behaved terribly and should
have been shot for cowardice and the war
crimes they committed by directing or
allowing their troops to commit atrocities
against the civilian population.”

Ms. Bose is enthusiastic in her admira-
tion for the commanding general of the
Pakistan forces in East Pakistan, Lt. Gen.
Niazi, whom she describes as having a
"distinguished past and a tragic fate."

['ll turn again to EB. Ali for a different
view: "'Tiger' Niazi was a disgrace to the
uniform. He was a fraud, a lecher and a
coward. When he was General Officer
Eummancling (GOCQC) 10 Division, it was
well known in the garrison (I was there)
that his staff car would often be found
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over their activities. It is becoming hugely
concerning. If an accident takes place
crowds make a bonfire of torching
vehicles, smashing cars and even setting a
whole train afire.

Add to these the factious fights between
student groups and workers going ballistic
over a grievance, resulting in severe
dislocation of traffic and public life.

The debit account is pushed into the red.

As we condemn such acts of vandalism
we must put our heads together to find an
answer to this phenomenon. Such riotous
behaviour adds a whole lot to any citizen's
sense of insecurity. We must get around
suitable antidotes: improve mob control
skill of the police, sensitise youth at the
ward level to behave responsibly, reduce
the number of nothing-doing younger
generation by keeping them employed
and, above all, raise the level of civic
consciousness by street dramas. Would
some NGOs come forward to work on
these agendas?

The way politics and governance are
drifting, any sense of complacency should
be avoided. I am not apprehensive of any
extra-constitutional intrusion as some
doomsday sayers are, nor am [ seeing on
the horizon the opposition waging a make-
or-break movement. But what [ am hinting
at, God forbid, is a ripple effect of Arab
spring-turned-summer and the 99% versus
1% backlash against greedy capitalism
touching our shores.

To those with huge surplus money,
earned or unearned, let me say this: The

shroud.has.no.pocket.......cccovveieeeeceeeeee,

standing in Heera Mandi (Lahore's red
light district). As GOC EP he used to go
around visiting troops and asking JCOs:
how many Bengali women have you
raped? When discussing his surrender
with the Indian general, he tried to ingra-
tiate himself by telling dirty jokes."

Ms. Bose placed significance that in her
interviews many rural Bengalis praised
"Baluch" soldiers for their kindnesses.
She took this as remarkable insomuch as
there were few, if any, soldiers in East
Pakistan from Baluchistan (although two
of the Pakistan army regiments in East
Pakistan at the time were labelled the 20
and 22 Baluch, they were mostly staffed
by Punjabi or Pathan personnel). Rather
than considering the "Baluch" label a
simple mis-identification by usually illit-
erate Bengali peasants, she speculates
that these "Baluch” did not exist but were
only in the "ethnic imagination of Bengali
nationalists."

She takes on a numbers game -- ques-
tioning the support of the Awami League,
which in 1970 won 160 of 162 seats in East
Pakistan, enough to give the party a major-
ity in a Pakistan national assembly that
was never convened. But wait, says Ms
Bose. Although the Awami League received
75% of the East Pakistan vote, just 56% of
the eligible electorate turned out. So? She
concludes, on the basis of no evidence,
"that 44 percent of the East Pakistan elec-
torate was too disinterested in the issues of
the election to vote, or else had some dis-
incentive to get out to vote."

Perhaps some people had to work the
farm or were among the province's many
poor and homeless, more interested in
finding a daily meal than in politics. But is
she suggesting that Sheikh Mujib and party
really had no popular mandate, which so
many of us believed 40 years ago?

In the course of her research, she cer-
tainly did not ask anyone who either
voted or not at that time. In an outburst
of pure speculation, she argues: "Those
who voted may have been expressing
their alienation from the existing regime,
in favour of change, redress of perceived
discrimination and greater autonomy."
But she really doesn't know does she?

Since she is so proud of the interviews
that demonstrate that Bengalis killed
people too, why did she not interview
voters and non-voters to find out what
was on their minds at election time? Such
is an example of her scholarship and
research.

Arnold Zeitlin was the first foreign journalist to send a
first-hand witness report on the brutal killing of unarmed
people in Dhaka in 1971 {New York Times on March 29,
1971). He was then Pakistan bureau chief of Associated
Press.



