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Barcelona defender Maxwell (L) shoots to score the fourth goal during their Club World Cup semifinal against Al

Sadd in Yokohama yesterday.
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CLUB WORLD CUP

Barcelona
cruise

m Football

AFP, Yokohama

A weakened Barcelona out-classed Al Sadd
4-0 at the ClubWorld Cup on Thursday to set
up a final clash with Santos, but the result
was overshadowed by a serious injury to
striker David Villa.

The Spanish international, who has
been linked with a move away from the
Camp Nou, could be out for at least six
months after he was stretchered off with
what Barcelona said was a fractured left
tibia.

Xavi, Dani Alves, Cesc Fabregas and
Gerard Pique were all left on the bench, but it
hardly mattered as the Qataris, the Asian
champions, were torn apart.

As anticipated, it was all Barcelona from
the off at a packed International Stadium in
Yokohama, near Tokyo, in a game that felt
more like an exhibition match than a

competitive fixture for the

[ o 66,298 fans.
Barca had a mam-
- .-) moth 70 per cent of
o —

the possession in the

first 15 minutes,

. pinging the ball

around as Al Sadd

chased shadows under the

floodlights in a hopelessly one-sided con-
test. [t was only a matter of time.

The only surprise was that it took the Cata-

lans so long to register their first real shot on
goal, with Mohamed Saqr in the Qataris’ goal
saving smartly from Villa just after 15 min-
utes.

Barcelona coach Pep Guardiola threw his
hands up at one stage when one move broke
down, buton 25 minutes the Spanish side went
ahead, and it had nothing to do with their class
and everything to do with some hugely comi-
caldefending.

A cross from the left fell tamely to former
English Premier League defender Nadir
Belhadj, who controlled the ball, which ran
loose to Saqr.

But Saqr, who like the Algerian Belhadj
was one of the heroes of Al Sadd's unlikely
run to the Asian crown, hesitated over
whether he should pick it up, and as he
thought about it the Brazilian Adriano
nippedinto prod home.

Villa was replaced by Alexis Sanchez five
minutes before half-time in what did not at
the time look a serious injury.

Al Sadd could not get out of their own half
and it was no surprise when the Spanish
champions went 2-0 up, Adriano rifling the
ball low and hard under Saqr, who again
ought to have done better.

Seydou Keita grabbed the third after he
was set up by Lionel Messi, who had a quiet
night by his exceptionally high standards, as
the news filtered through on Barcelona's
website of Villa's injury.

Substitute Maxwell added the fourth nine
minutes from time.
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Coach praises
Neymar

AFP, Toyota

Santos coach Muricy
Ramalho praised star striker
Neymar for a "gorgeous
show" during the South Amer-
ican champions' 3-1 Club
World Cup win over J-League
top dogs Kashiwa Reysol.

The 19-year-old sensa-
tion proved he can score
when it matters as he curled
inaleft-footer on 19 minutes
to open the account for
Santos in the semi-final
match inYokohama.

"As you could see,
Neymar is that kind of
player. He is a man who can
decide the match by putting
on a gorgeous show,”
Ramalho told Japanese
media, according to the
Nikkan Sports daily.

Santos are likely to face
Barcelona -- featuring Argen-
tine superstar Lionel Messi --
in the final on Sunday, with
the European champions
favourites to beat Asian title
holders Al Sadd in the other
last-four match.

"It would be great if we
can play Barcelona. I will
cheer for them," Neymar
told Japanese media. He was
due to watch the Catalan
side's semi-final on Thurs-
dayinYokohama.

The right-footed striker,
one of the most coveted
players outside Europe,
avoided a sliding challenge
from Kashiwa defender
Hidekazu Otani and kicked
the ball with his left foot into
the top corner.

PSG out despite win

AFP, Paris

Paris Saint Germain
may or may not end up
offering David
Beckham a spell in the

r',.-l"
SEFa ultra-twilight of his
EURfaPA career in the City of
Light, but the former
LEAGUE _°

England star will not
find any Europa League fare on his
menu after the capital club were elimi-
nated Wednesday.

PSG beat already-qualified Athletic
Bilbao 4-2 at the Parc des Princes to
hand the Spaniards their first loss of the
tournament.

But the win was not enough as
Salzburg won 3-2 at Slovan Bratislava
to see the Austrians take second place
inGroupE

That means there is no chance of the
Parisians getting an attractive knock-
out round date with Champions
League dropouts Manchester United,
Beckham's former club, when Friday's
draw is made at Nyon.

Recent media reports had suggested
that PSG's owners, Qatar Sport Invest-
ments (QSI), had offered Beckham a
lucrative contract to become the fig-
urehead of their drive to turn the
under-achieving side into one of
Europe's top clubs.

PSG, joint top of the French league
table with Montpellier as they chase
down a first domestic crown since
1994, spent 85 million euros in the
summer following a Qatari buyout
but the influx has not translated into

success on the European stage and
they now must ensure they reach the
Champions League via a strong Ligue
1 finish.

Coach Antoine Kombouare has
been under the microscope in recent
weeks following some poor results --
notably league losses to Marseille and

RESULTS

Zurich 2 (Margairaz 69, Buff 89) Vaslui 0
Lazio 2 (Kozak 42, Sculli 55) Lishon 0
Kiev 3 (Yeiny 12-0q, Gusev 17, 80) Tel Aviv 3
(Vered 49, Atar 62, Dabour 75)

Besiktas 3 (Fernandes 59, Pektemek 74,

Edu 82) Stoke 1 (Fuller 29)
Bratislava 2 (Lacny 3, 6) Salzburg 3 (Jantscher 19,

Leonardo 24, Had 52-0q)

P5G 4 (Pastore 21, Bodmer 41, Perez 84-0g, Hoarau
#9-pen) Bilbao 2 (Aurtenetxe 3, Lopez 55)
Haifa 0 Schalke 3 (Buljat 7-oq,

Marica 84, Wiegel 90+2)
Bucharest 3 (Rusescu (55-pen, Nikolic 70, 85)
Larnaca 1 (Pintado 61)

Fulham 2 (Dempsey 27, Frei 31) Odense 2
(Andreasen 64, Fall 20+3)

Krakow 2 (Gargula 11, Genkov 46)
Twente 1(De Jong 39)

Graz 1 (Kainz 59) Athens 3 (Manolas 10,
Burns 43, Klonaridis 77)
Anderlecht 5 (Kljestan 33, Canesin Matos 39,

Nancy -- and the pressure will now only
increase with just the league title to aim
for.

PSG sporting director Leonardo had
backed the man in charge but it
emerged in recent days that the Brazil-
ian had made a pass at currently
clubless Carlo Ancelotti.

Kombouare was candid afterwards
at his men's shortcomings.

"It's a big disappointment, we
really should have got through this
group. But we weren't able to do what
we had to - now we have to get over it
and do better in the league and
French Cup."

Leonardo denied that the axe would
fall on the man in the dugout and told
reporters: "That was one of our season
targets. So we are disappointed. It
cannot be good for us to be eliminated -
we wanted to go right through to the
end."

But he insisted that the loss would
not derail the PSG "project,” which
would not come to fruition overnight.

Elsewhere in early Wednesday
action, Lazio reached the last 32 with a
2-0win over Group D winners Sporting
Lisbon.

Elsewhere, English Premier league
side Stoke went down 3-1 at Besiktas
despite Ricardo Fuller giving them the
lead but had already qualified from
GroupE.

Manuel Fernandes equalised with a
penalty spot after Matthew Upson was
sent off for felling Hugo Almeida, and
substitutes Mustafa Pektemek and Edu
secured the win at a heaving Inonu
Stadium, leaving the Turks as group
winners.

Eight of the 32 sides in the knock-
out round will comprise United and
City's fellow Champions League
failures -- Turkey's Trabzonspor,
Ajax, Valencia, Olympiakos, Porto,
and Plzen.
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sports personality
of 20117
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www.thedailystar.net to cast vote

Dalglish backs
Suarez

AFP, London

Torres not
for sale

AFP, London

Chelsea manager Andre
Villas-Boas on Thursday
scotched reports suggesting
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notus.”

the charges embr

Evra told French television immediately after the October
15 clash that Suarez had used a racist insult to him "at least
10 times".

Evra later reported his complaint to match referee Andre
Marriner, who included itin his report.

The FA formally charged Suarez last month with using
"abusive and/or insulting words and/or behaviour"
towards Evra.

, Liverpool manager Kenny Dalglish reiterated
" hissupport for Luis Suarez on Thursday as the
Uruguayan striker's disciplinary hearing over
') allegations ofracistabuse continued.
Dalglish declined to comment directly on
oiling Suarez, who is accused of abusing
Manchester United defender Patrice Evra during the two
rivals' clash at Anfield in October.
However Dalglish reaffirmed the club's determination to
fight the allegations against Suarez, who could face a sub-
stantial ban if found guilty.
"We have said many times before we cannot say anything
which will be prejudicial,” Dalglish said.
"We are standing right beside him and helping him as
much as we possibly can.
"Afterit'sfinished thereisachance to have a conversation.
"As I said last week the FA should have given you (the
media) the information when everything was happening,

the club were ready to offload
£50 million misfit Fernando
Torres fora knockdown price.

Villas-Boas said the Span-
ish international striker,
who has struggled to settle at
Stamford Bridge following
his record transfer from
Liverpool in January, was not
forsaleatany price.

British media reports
earlier this week suggested
Chelsea would be willing to
entertain offers of around
£20 million for Torres, who
has struggled to command a
regular starting place with
the Londoners.

However Villas-Boas
ruled out a sale of Torres
either in next month's trans-
fer window or next summer.

"It's not true, I'm sorry,"
said Villas-Boas, adding
Torres would "for sure” be at
Stamford Bridge next sea-
son. "He's not available at
any price."
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