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HUNDREDS FALL SICK AFTER TAKING KHICHURI AT URS

3 killed in food poisoning,
23 still in critical condition

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Three people died in last two
days while at least 23 others
are still in critical condition
due to food poisoning after
taking khichui at an Urs
(religious congregation) in
Saidpur upazila of
Nilphamari district on
Sunday morning.

Around 2,000 people
were attacked with diar-
rhoea after taking khichuri
made of rice, pulse, vegeta-
bles and beef at the Urs held
at the shrine of Pir Daud Ali
Khandakar at Aish Dhal
village of Kamar Pukur
union in Saidpur upazila,
said officials.

Selim, 7, son of Budaru
Mamud of Purbo Aishdhal

village in Saidpur upazila of
Nilphamari, and Surovi, 5,
daughter of Sharifuddin of
Sontoshpur village in
Badarganj upazila of

Rangpur, died on Monday
while, Akkas Ali, 33, of
Kacharipara in Sayedpur
died at Rangpur Medical
College Hospital yesterday.
"Excessive dehydration
caused death of Selim and
Akkas. Of the 90 people now
undergoing treatment at
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital, condition of 23 is
critical,” said Toufiqul Islam,
director of Rangpur Medical

College Hospital.
People caught diarrhoea

after eating the food that was
served long after prepara-
tion and kept in banned
polythene bags, said Dr
Abdul Mazid, civil surgeon

of Nilphamari.
"In general, conditions of

the patients are improving. A
mobile medical team is
working in the area and
giving treatment door to
door," he said.

Fazlul Haque Tansen,
resident medical officer of
Nilphamari Sadar Modern
Hospital, set up eight medi-
cal camps in the affected
villages while Moazzem
Hossain, medical officer of

Sayedpur Hospital, 10 others.
People from 15 villages of

Saidpur upazila and
Badarganj and Targanj
upazilas of Rangpur
attended the Urs held at Aish
Dhal on Saturday night,
locals said. In the next morn-
ing, the organisers distrib-
uted khichuri among about
10,000 people who attended
the programme.

Many of them shared the
food with their family mem-

bers consideringit ‘sacred’.
But after taking the

khichuri, many people had
vomiting with loose motion

from Sunday night.
Villages with larger num-
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Victims of serious food poisoning after taking khichuri at an Urs (religious congregation)
at Aish Dhal village in Saidpur upazila of Nilphamari district receive treatment at Rangpur
Medical College Hospital yesterday.

ber of affected people are
Aish Dhal, Kamarpukur,
Pirpara, Haji Para
Hajirbottola, Thakur Para,
Nijbari, Kacharipara, Jeje
Para, Doctor Para, Kaji Pukur
of Kamarpukur union of
Sayedpur and Santoshpur
village of Badarganj upazila
of Rangpur.

The organisers started
cooking the food Saturday
noon and distributed it
Sunday dawn but sons of Pir
Daud Khandakar Abdul
Mannan and Abdul Baten
were not found in the area
since the diarrhoea break-

out, locals said.
Sirajul Islam, resident

medical officer of Saidpur 50-
bed Hospital, said, "A large
number of patients from
different villages started
thronging the hospital on
Monday morning. Within a
short time, diarrhoea
patients filled the hospital.
Most of them were lying on
the floor. We sent 30 patients
to Rangpur Medical College
Hospital as their condition

was more serious.”
Around 300 people took

treatment at the hospital.
Most of them were released
yesterday morning as their

condition improved.
Several patients with

severe condition were
referred to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital, said the
director of Rangpur Medical

College Hospital.
The Nilphamari district

administration formed a
two-member inquiry team
comprising upazila nirbahi
officer and upazila health
and family planning officer
of Saidpur to probe the
incident of widespread food
poisoning.
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22 Satkhira killing grounds, mass
graves now hardly recognisable
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and mass graves in the
district, bearing testimony
to the barbaric massacres
by the Pakistan occupation
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forces during the 1971
Liberation War, are now
hardly recognisable to
visitors as the authorities
concerned have failed to
take any initiative to pre-
serve those.

Left neglected even
after 40 years of independ-
ence, almost all of the
killing grounds, locally
known as badhyabhumis,
have lost their visible

marks, locals said.
Not only that, most of

the killing grounds have
already been grabbed by

local influential people.
After the independence,

skeletons, bones and skulls
of alarge number of people
killed by Pak occupation
forces were recovered from
these killing grounds and

mass graves.
As the Pakistan army

started massacre of the
freedom-loving people of
this country in March 1971,
thousands of people from
different areas took shelter
at Satkhira Town High
School and adjoining areas,

consideringitasafe place.
On April 20, Pak army

attacked the area, killed
around 1500 people and
buried them in mass
graves at Katia in the town,

locals said.
On April 26, 1971 the

Pak army opened fire on a
large number of people
who gathered near
Jhhowdanga Bazaar in
Sadar upazila on their way

to India in fear of life.
Over two thousand

massacred people, mostly
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NEGLIGENCE UNFORGIVABLE! A mass grave of people killed by the Pakistan occupation
army at Muralikati Palpara in Kalaroa upazila of Satkhira district during the Liberation
War lies in utter neglect in absence of authorities' initiative for its preservation.

women and children, were
buried in a cropland at

Jhowdanga.
Nine potters, killed by

Pakistani soldiers on April
28 at Sreepatipur Palpara
village in Kalaroa upazila,

were buried at Sreepatipur.
Eleven freedom fighters

including Subedar Shamsul
Alam sacrificed their lives
in a fierce fighting with the
Pak occupation army at
Bhomra on May 29, 1971
and they were buried at

Bhomrain Sadar upazila.
On June 12, valiant free-

dom fighters killed at least
59 Pakistani soldiers in a
fierce fight at Town Sreepur
in Debhata upazila. Eight
freedom fighters including
Shamsuzzoha Kajal,
Nazmul Arefin, Narayan
Dhar and Abul Kalam Azad
borrowed martyrdom in
the dreadful fight. The
martyred were buried at

Town Sreepur.
On July 27, twelve free-

dom fighters werekilled ina

fierce fighting with
Pakistani Army at
Narayanpur in Kaliganj
upazila.

Zobeda Begum, 70, of
Narayanpur village told this
correspondent that her
sister-in-law Avyesha
Khatun buried the bodiesin
a bush near their house at

Narayanpur.
On August 14, five free-

dom fighters including
Subedar Elias Ali, Kalam
and Abdul Kader were
killed in a fierce fighting
with Pakistani army at
Gopalnagar in Shyamnagar
upazila and they were bur-

ied there the following day.
Three people including

freedom fighter
Manoranjan were by killed
by criminals at Keargati in
Assassuni upazila on
August 16 and they were

buried at Keargati.
Pakistan army and their

local collaborator rajakars
killed over two hundred
people in Kalaroa upazila

and buried them at Kalaroa
football ground, Sonabaria,
Panchnal, Bamankhali,
Bhadiali, Chandanpur,
Khordo and Madra killing
grounds.

The Pak occupation
forces killed several hun-
dred people near Bakal
Bridge and in Mahmudpur
and Sultanpur areas of
Sadar upazila and buried
them there.

Local freedom fighters
and common people have
demanded proper steps for
preservation of the 22 iden-
tified mass graves where
martyred freedom fighters
were buried.

Memorials should be
built at the mass graves of
the martyred freedom
fighters to keep memory of
the heroic sons of the soil
alive in the mind of future
generations, said Abu Bakar
Siddique, commander of
Satkhira Sadar upazila unit
of Muktijoddha Sangsad.
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