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Economy doing
fine: Muhith

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister AMA Mubhith yesterday said though good gov-
ernance is not yet ensured and political turmoil persists, the
economyisdoingjust fine.

"The country's overall economic condition is good,” he said in
response to noted economist Akbar Ali Khan's apprehension that
the economic growth would decline for lack of good governance
and political confrontation.

The finance minister was speaking as the chief guest at a semi-
nar titled "Bangladesh at 40: Changes and Challenges" in
Jahangirnagar University (JU) organised by the Department of
Business Studies.

Akbar Ali Khan, a former adviser to caretaker government,
presented a paper at the seminar. JU Vice-Chancellor Prof Shariff
Enamul Kabir chaired the discussion addressed, among others,
by Bangladesh Bank Governor

Atiur Rahman.
Th? ﬁ”ﬂﬂﬂﬂ Akbar Ali referred to aWorld
minisiter hﬂpES Bank estimation that showed
clear deterioration in the gov-
thﬂt t’ 1e count r_V ernance between 1996 and
will su ﬁ‘g I o 2009 owing to political turmoil.

He said the two major politi-
cal parties are locked into a
protracted war of attrition.
"Confrontational politics has
split all segments of the society.
Even the civil society is not a
unitying force. It only rein-
forces the politics of confrontation.”

Despite these problems, Bangladesh has achieved significant
success in increasing food production and social indicators, said
Akbar Ali.

He observed the economic growth would not be sustainable
unless good governanceis ensured.

He also noted that the country's progress in poverty allevia-
tion has been slow and the number of the absolute poor contin-
uestobestaggering.

Mubhith, however, disagreed with the economist saying that
around 50 percent of the population now contribute to the eco-
Nomic progress.

He hoped that the country will suffer no more from power
crisis in three to four years as the incumbent government has a
plan to add 4,000 megawatt of electricity to the national grid by
thistime.
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The weekly student based magazine, Star Campus, will
involve an array of attention grasping articles starting
from the love of historic buildings in Dhaka City and
about preserving them and the start of the age

old winter tradition of playing
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to the wardrobe
and other news
and reviews of
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exclusive interview of
the multi-talented
Karishma Sanu Sovvota.
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RMG workers of Chittagong Export Processing Zone blockade the main thoroughfare in the port city for several hours yesterday after law enforc-
ers barred them from holding a meeting to press home their seven-point demand including stopping frequent increase of house rent in the area,
and uninterrupted supply of gas, water and electricity. (Story on Page 20)
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DECAYING MARINE HABITAT

Livelihoods of 450m coastal
South Asians under threat

Experts tell Cox's Bazar workshop

PaNKA] KARMAKAR, back from Cox's Bazar

Livelihoods and food security of around
450 million South Asians residing in
coastal areas are under threat due to habi-
tat degradation and over fishing in the Bay

of Bengal.
Rapid population growth and continu-

ous reduction of marine and coastal
resources has led to uncertainty over
whether the coastal ecosystem will be able
to supportlivelihoods of the region's popu-

lation in the near future.
The observations came at a two-

daylong international workshop on
coastal management at a hotel in Cox's

Bazar on December 5 and 6.
The workshop was organised by the

Bangladesh chapter of International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
and Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem (BOBLME) project, a platform
of Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and

Thailand.
Food and Agriculture Organization

supported the initiative. Some 60 national
level experts from the eight countries

attended the workshop.
Expansion of Integrated Coastal

Management (ICM) and enhancing
regional collaboration is a must to cope
with the upcoming crisis and protect the
population residing in the 6.2 million
square kilometres of coastline, they

viewed.
ICM refers to the system where a combi-

nation of the government, fishing commu-
nities, non-government organisations and
knowledge on science and management
comes together to protect and develop the

coastal ecosystem and resources.
Different man-made hazards like

industrial sewage, establishment of ports
and harbours and absence of eco-friendly
tourism are mainly causing destruction of

the coastal eco-system.
Moreover, Bangladesh's ship building

industry is adding to the negative effects,

they said.
“The coastal eco-system is definitely

affected by the shipbuilding industry. But
on how much of the impact reaches the
Bay of Bengal is debatable,” said Dr Rudolf
Hermes, chief technical adviser of the

BOBLME project.
Emphasising the importance of ICM, an

ecology expert from India, Probir Banerjee,
said around 65 percent of the global GDP
comes from coastal areas and 30 percent of

the world population lives along the coast.
“Neglecting the coast will adversely

affect the world's economy and liveli-

hoods,” he said.
Talking to The Daily Star, Sri Lankan

coastal ecology specialist Dr Jayampathy
Samarakoon said continuous sedimenta-
tion is destroying this region's costal eco-

system.
“Although sedimentation is good for

agriculture in floodplain deltas like
Bangladesh, it is harmful for rocky islands

like Sri Lanka,” he said.
The recommendations from the experts

include capacity building of small-scale
fishing communities, initiating multi-
sectoral and coordinated approaches to
develop ecosystem and livelihoods and
conservation of endangered species like

marine turtles.
They also suggested developing mecha-

nisms to address trans-boundary prob-
lems like disease transmission through
migratory wildlife and creating mass

awareness.
Programme coordinator of ITUCN

Bangladesh office Dr Istiak Sobahan,
Department of Marine Park of Malaysia
State Director Nizam B Ismail and
Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture of
Maldives Senior Research Officer
Khadheeja Ali attended the workshop.
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Obituary
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Jagannath Dey, former secre-
tary of the government and
vice-president of America
Bangladesh Friendship
Forum, passed away at a city
hospital yesterday due to a
cardiac arrest at the age of 70,
saysapressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two
daughters and a host of rela-
tives and well-wishers to
mourn his death.

He was a principle secre-
taryto the prime minister.

America Bangladesh
Friendship Forum President
Lt Gen (Retd) M Mahbubur
Rahman and founding
General Secretary Dr Shamsul
Alam condoled his death.

Discussion on
Ataur Rahman
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A discussion and doa mahfil
will be held today marking
the 20th death anniversary
of Ataur Rahman Khan, a
veteran national leader and
former prime minister of

Bangladesh.
Litterateurs, lawyers,

businessmen and politi-
cians will take part in the
discussion at his house No.
500A, Road-7, Dhanmondi
in the city after Maghrib
prayers, said a press release.

Play ends in death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ateenager engaged in mock fighting with acoworker died in the
city's DOHS Baridharaon Thursday.

The deceased Al Amin, 16, and Akter Hosain, 19, both hailing
from Faridganj of Chandpur and working at BCI Canteen, a
restaurant in the area, had challenged each other over who was
the stronger.

Al Amin lost consciousness shortly after the duo started
punching and kicking each other. He was rushed to Combined
Military Hospital where doctors declared him dead, said Al
Amin's uncle Joynal Abedin, who also worked at the restaurant.

Police arrested Akter following the filing of a murder case by
the victim's uncle.

celebrate its 31th anniversary. Venue:
Dhaka University campus, Time:
11:30am.

Day

Bangladesh Human Rights
Commission will observe the World
Human Rights Day. Venue: Central

Shaheed Minar, Jatiya Press Club, Time:
11:30am.

Human chain

Bangladesh Dalit and Excluded Rights
Maovement will form a human chain.
Venue: Jatiya Press Club, Time:
10:30am.

Seminar

Asiatic Society of Bangladesh will hold
a seminar. Venue: Cirdap auditorium,
Time: 10:00am.

Summit

Bestway Institute for Research and
Development will hold a leadership

summit. Venue: 32, Kemal Ataturk
Avenue, Time: 9:30am.

Seminar

Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers
and Exporters Association will hold a
seminar. Venue: Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre, Time:
3:00pm.

Discussion

Department of World Religions and
Culture of Dhaka University will hold a

discussion. Venue: R C Majumdar
auditorium, Time: 10:00am.

Seminar

South Asian Institute of Advanced
Legal and Human Rights Studies will
organise a seminar. Venue: Dhaka
Reporters Unity, Time: 4:00pm.

Art exhibition

Berger Paints Bangladesh Limited will
arrange an art competition and
exhibition. Venue: Faculty of Fine Arts,
Dhaka University, Time: 3:30pm.

Anniversary
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree will

Sirajuddin's
anniversary
of death today
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Today is the 40th death
anniversary of Shaheed
Sirajuddin Hossain, former
executive editor and news
editor of the Daily Ittefaq,

says a press release.
Pakistani occupation

forces and their collabora-
tors Razakars and Al-Badrs
took him away from his
residence at Chamelibagh
in the city on this day in
1971. Since then he had

been missing.
On the occasion, a milad

mahfil and discussion will
be held at his residence at
3/11 Asad Avenue at
Mohammadpur in the city
after Maghrib prayers.
Milad mahfil and
Qurankhwani will also be
held at his village home
Shurusunain Magura.

ABM Fazle Rashid

METRO DESK

Today is the
fifth death
anniversary
- of Advocate
i ABM Fazle
" Rashid
Chowdhury
Hiru, a politician, business-
man and social worker, says

a press release.
Fazle Rashid Chowdhury,

eldest son of former leader
of the opposition in the East
Pakistan Assembly AKM
Fazlul Kabir Chowdhury and
husband of Prof Masuda M
Rashid Chowdhury dedi-
cated his life for the people
through philanthropic con-

tributions.

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani and milad
mahfil will be held at his
residences in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
ancestral village Gohira,
Raozan. Foods will also be
distributed among the desti-
tute.

All have been requested
to pray for the salvation of
the departed soul.

B @Y e ffere s st
B &% 0% e ¥ g

CIeTC5=: g SHELTECH

094909-0a0484, 02909-0a048a

* ST (U

B : CHI6S BIeTR (OB A1em), ¢¢ 9 TEw I TEE W Ted (5w oirge), v
03929-02390:b, 03929-023908, 02929-02390, 09929-023909

02929-022906, 00929-022930, 09929-023929, 09929-0»2498

¢ We are pioneer in facilitating insurance policy in real estate sector in Bangladesh.

e Complimentary one year insurance coverage on your property.




