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BANGLADESH URB/
Making Cities & Towns

Bangladesh Urban Forum:
Visioning A Sustainable Urban Future

Professor Nazrul Islam | Ashekur Rahman

Background

Two important milestones have been
reached this year in the process of
urbanization. Firstly, for the first time in
history, more people in the world now
live in cities and towns than in rural
areas. Secondly, in Bangladesh,
stakeholders will soon hold the
country’s first Bangladesh Urban
Forum (BUF).

It is true that Bangladesh has some
distance to go before urbanites
outnumber their rural counterparts.
Presently the ratio is about 1 to 2. But
this is changing fast. Since
Independence, the urban population
has grown by about six per cent each
year while the national population
grows only two per cent. The result:
the urban population is six times larger
now than it was at Independence while
the rural population has grown by only
70 per cent.

The Response So Far

It is understood that Bangladesh will
continue to  experience  rapid
urbanization into the future and,
therefore, it has to be managed
intelligently. This understanding has
encouraged shifts in important policy
documents. The 2009 MDGs Progress
Report, prepared jointly by the
Government and the UN System in
Bangladesh, notes the importance of
pro-poor urban policies to ensure
poverty reduction. The draft National
Urban Sector Policy outlines a vision of
an equitable, efficient and sustainable
urban future where: (i) all stakeholders
play a role and (ii) all people are free of
hunger and poverty and have access

to education, shelter and basic
services in a secure and liveable
environment. The Sixth

Five-Year-Plan lays out a detailed
strategy to manage the urban
transition in the short-term and the first
steps towards the vision outlined in the
Policy.

The United Nations Development
Assistance Framework for 2012-2016
includes pro-poor urban development
as one of the key focuses alongside
other more recognized development
priorities such as tackling climate
change and poverty. Other bi- and
multilateral development partners are
also designing development projects
aimed at ensuring sustainable and
equitable urban development.

A Missing Ingredient

Despite the new-found prominence of
urban issues in policy discourse and
the commitment from development
partners and government, an inclusive
platform for stakeholders to discuss
and develop a consensus was missing.
Things started to change in early

January 2011 when the Local
Government Division, the Ministry of
Housing & Public Works and a number
of development partners organized a
major consultation comprising many of
the key urban sector stakeholders,
including practitioners, researchers,
elected representatives and citizens
groups. This consultation resulted in a
broad-based commitment to the idea
of a nationwide urban forum, titled the
Bangladesh Urban Forum (BUF), and
the process towards its
institutionalisation.

What is the BUF?

The BUF is a broad-based stakeholder
platform promoting dialogue and action
to address urban issues. It is first a
process and an event and ultimately,

an institution.  The institution will
ensure that the dialogue and
action—rooted in a broad-based

consensus on the challenges arising
from and priority responses to
urbanization and urban poverty—will
be effective and sustained. The
Forum, being an inclusive space for
urban sector stakeholders, offers an
opportunity for mutual exchange of
ideas, cutting edge concepts, best
practices and policy discussion on
urbanization and urban development.
It also provides an opportunity for
development partners to reaffirm their
commitment to Bangladesh's urban
future and to support efforts to make
cities and towns work for all.

The First Session of the BUF

The First Session of the BUF will be
held from 5-7 December 2011. More
than 20 programme sessions will be
held, covering a wide range of urban
sector topics and guided by the theme
of the event, Bangladesh's Urban
Future: Making Cities & Towns Work
for All. Attendees will number about
1,500 and will include representatives
from the Government of Bangladesh,
especially the Local Government
Division of the Ministry of Local
Government, Rural Development &
Cooperatives and the Ministry of
Housing & Public Works, the United
Nations, other bilateral and multilateral
development partners, civil society

organizations, academia,
professionals, and wurban poor
communities. A large number of

international experts will also attend
the event, sharing their experiences
and best practices in addressing the
challenges of rapid urbanization in
their own countries. This process of
promoting stakeholder engagement
with the BUF as an institution will
continue with programmes and events
held throughout 2012 and beyond,
leading to subsequent BUF national
events.

@

Neal Walker
UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh

Message

| would like to congratulate the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh on its strong leadership in developing the Bangladesh Urban Forum,
a policy platform that will promote wide stakeholder discussion and consensus on
the country’s urban future.

Such a platform comes at a critical time. The urban population globally is growing
rapidly - more than half of the world's seven billion residents now live in cities and
towns. Bangladesh is no exception to this phenomenon: the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics has found that already more than quarter of the population live in cities
and towns while, according to the UN Departiment of Economic & Social Affairs,
the proportion will reach half by 2050. This massive demographic shift has
enormous implications in terms of poverty, governance and the environment. If
well-planned and managed, however, the challenge of rapid urbanization can be
turned into an opportunity, leading to strong, inclusive and sustainable national
growth and human development.

Over the last year the Government of Bangladesh has taken some major steps
towards improving urban development. The Sixth-Five Year Plan comprises plans
to improve city governance and environmental management and reduce urban
poverty, among others. The reinvigoration and impending finalization of the
national Urban Sector Policy is another positive achievement. The UN system in
Bangladesh is dedicated to supporting the Government to achieve its urban
development goals and has dedicated one section of the current UN Development
Assistance Framework to achieving pro-poor urban development. UNDP in
particular has been a key supporter of the Government’'s urban objectives,
especially in organizing the Bangladesh Urban Forum and supporting urban
poverty reduction and urban governance initiatives.

| would like to stress that the challenges facing Bangladesh’s cities and towns are
numerous and daunting, and no entity, public or private, governmental or
non-governmental, academic or practitioner, can face these challenges alone. |
welcome all those who are committed to turning ideas into action to join us in our
quest for more sustainable urban development. Together, we can conceive how to
ensure an equitable and sustainable urban future and make our cities and towns

work for all.
| Neal Walker
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The Urban Exhibition

Architect Igbal Habib

The BUF arranging an Urban Exhibition,
where the arrangement is in installations
beholding the aspiration and vision of
diverse cross section of urbanism
actors. In Milky Way, the heart of the
BICC, the Exhibition installations are to
accommodate ‘Theme Exhibits’ of four
categories in separate platforms:

The Young Professionals’ Urban Vision:
Planning and architecture students will
present their visions of the future urban
Bangladesh. These visions cover on five
urban themes: water front development;
urban renewal; inclusive housing; urban
mobility and urban open space. The
best three models submitted for each
theme will presented in the exhibition.

Best Practices & Innovations to Make
Cities and Towns Work for All:

Twelve urban sub-sectors have been

selected for this category in which to
present best practices and innovations
that make cities and towns work for all.
Major Government, Private and
International Development partners will
participate and present their best
practices under the selected themes.

The Urban Championships:

The Urban Championships Exhibition
will present the 20 best initiatives taken
by Mayors to make their cities and
towns work for all. Among the
presentations the top three initiatives
will receive awards.

The Children’s Drawing Exhibition - “Our
city, our life and climate change”
Selected drawings submitted by
Bangladeshi school children on the
theme of cities and climate change will
be presented and awarded.
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