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Bangladesh take on an in-form
Pakistan in the first ODI today
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PM defends Polls to divided
DCC uncertain

DCC split,
slams critics

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has
stated that had
there been ade-
quate money with
the government, it
would have split
Dhaka City
Corporation into
four zones instead of two.

"There was in fact a proposal for split- .
ting DCC into four parts to ensure better |
services to citizens," said the premier in °
her 50-minute winding up speech at the -

11th session of parliament yesterday:.

The PM, coming down heavily on .
critics of the DCC split, said that she was .

at a loss to understand why they had °

been raising a hue and cry over the parti-
tion.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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Mayor Khoka
challenges
DCC split

L »
: In slightly over 24 years since the partition of
HC asks gﬂL{t' : ; ; - STAFF CORRESPONDENT ap p 11 C at]_ 0 n S India on the false premise of communalism, the
ECto Explﬂ"‘n : » cantonment  Khilkhet ' The main opposition BNP Bangalees of East Bengal / East Pakistan were
STAFF CORRESPONDENT : Y Kuril ' last night called a dawn- REJAUL KARIM BYRON proud witnesses to a restoration of their secular
~ W Zoo tadium - . . : 5o

The High Court yesterday ¢ ) . Stadugm Natun  Beraid . to-dusk hartal for Sunday | gangladesh Bank has received 37 applications for per- ISHIIRS 1L 16TIS-01 OIS, CU Mie and foli0Ch
questioned the legality of | “L [ e 5 ::H:"' pasar . In ﬂl'le EE‘PH_EJ_ in protest mission to set up new banks. SIS O Jor Hangld ot thg i .thE HEEI:IF
splitting Dhaka City ; | po ) BADDAC L - against splitting the On the list of the applicants are many influential law- hundred thousand strong Pakistan mlh_taw capit-
Corporation (DCC) into - { ot AQAIGAON g Terming) ) - Dhaka City Corporation makers, politicians and businessmen having strong links ulated before thehmmbmed assault of the Mukti
- : P, e 5o B P e ARG b, with the ruling alliance. Bahini (freedom fighters) and the Indian army. It
Parliament on Tuesday .  /owmeepr " TEIGAON Ham::r:m;h”' e . BNP acting secretary Under pressure from government high-ups, the board was pure joy to be alive. It was, in a great way, a
passed abill to splitthe | "= DHANMONDI o ﬁ' - general Mirza Fakhrul of the central bank in September decided to give its restoration of our faith in history when Niazi and

DCC ignoring widespread - M * e .._:m ':::um Y - Islam Alamgir informed approval for new banks, provided the applicants fulfil his men bit the dust.
criticisms and protests. - - NTM urary Zer0 §Dhaka "1 V4 - newsmen about the some stringent conditions. That is the essence of the epic tale we live
In response to a writ : P \ H, mdh:rmfﬂ Matuail [!'«;_ . party's decision at its Yesterday was the closing day for submitting applica- through every time December comes round. The
petition filed by outgoing RANGIRGH :ALlII *  DEMRA > . chairperson's Gulshan tions. The aspirants had to deposit Tk 10 lakh as non- month is a substantive reminder of the intensity
DCC Mayor Sadeque BiipAngs Kiver e ” #:: . Dania //——' o office. refundable fees with their applications. that came to define our armed struggle for liberty
Hussain Khl:!kﬂ challeng- KERANIGANS . Lo sHmMRUR * The decision came [t has been almost a decade since the last time BB gave which had been set off nine months earlier. By
ingithe legaliprol thalill, __| DHAKA NORTH A .-ﬁi - from a meeting of the approval for setting up banks. December 1, 1971, the War of Liberation had
the HC yesterday issued a . . national standing The conditions set up by the central bank board SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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within 90 days
EC finds it difficult to prepare as its tenure Wi, A -
[|: expires in Feb; split issue taken to HC dir oo ol B
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days, a timeframe that will end in

. Elections to the bifurcated DCC by
. hext February appear to be uncer-
. tain as the Election Commission
" finds it difficult to complete prepa-
rations for the polls prior to the
expiry ofits tenure.

Ignoring widespread criticism
.and protests, parliament on
Tuesday passed a bill splitting DCC
into two and bringing some major
changes to the Local Government
* (City Corporation) Act, 2009. Inline
- with the changes, polls to a split
- DCC must be held in the next 90

February. ,
Meanwhile, Dhaka City : rr'l"".rr‘; -
Corporation (DCC) Mavyor T4 Wl !".'-‘,'-d‘,g ]I#.t":’"'- nir

Sadeque Hossain Khoka filed a writ
petition with the High Court yes-
terday challenging the legality of
the amendment. This could end up

delaying the polls even further.
The sudden changes in the law

Forty winters

Election Commission in a difficult - ! a 0

situation as it is not prepared to o i i ERLILE SRREFICAE SN e o @
hold two elections to the divided | AS midnight chimed in, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

DCC. Additionally, there is the fact | lit 40,000 candles on its premises on the occasion of the

see paGe 6 coL 2 | 40th anniversary of the month of victory.
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SYED BADRUL AHSAN

Forty winters ago, as the earth prepared for yet
another day to give way to a new night of starry

BNP Calls NEW PRIVATE BANKS luminescence, the People's Republic of

: h l . . ° Bangladesh took birth over the ashes of what had
: arta 1N C1 B B 3 7 effectively been, till midnight of March 25 of the
; ty re C e lve S year, the eastern province of the Islamic Republic

: fOI' Sunday of Pakistan. [t was December 16, 1971.

™ Durban set to pick

globally: UN

" up more heat Pk fasiia

The world's deforestation
rate has accelerated to 6.4

. Compromise formula on Kyoto

million hectaresayear, . Protocol faces obstacle

the UN said yesterday in
its most comprehensive

survey yet, but Asia ' Durban burned with swelter-
showed net gainsdueto - ing heat yesterday and the
extensive planting in - UN's weather agency World
China. Meteorological

The UN Food and

nology for the first time to -
map forests, finding there

; . something
was a net loss of 4.1 mil-

- INAM AHMED from Durban

_ =il - Organisation's just-released
Agriculture Organisation | renort that 2011 is the 10th

(Fao) used satellite tech-  * |,ttest year since records

CLIMATE CHANGE COMFERE

. began in 1850 had probably

to do with a new-found for- agai

" mula to save the Kyoto Protocol. US is firm on its stance that it would not

lion hectares a year - The compromise formula to give a talk
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4 _ fresh lifeline to Kyoto Protocol that ends

COP17/CMP7 not sign the protocol should

UNITED NATIONS commit to cut carbon emis-
DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA sion earlier than 2020.

SO F3tat 3 (F9)

next year suggested that the
countries which had signed
the legal binding on emission
should continue their com-

mitment for a second phase.
In return, the USA which did

MNCE 2011

However, politics has once
n complicated the new formula as the

anything about emission cut before
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

TIPAIMUKH TALKS WAR CRIMES TRIAL

2 advisers

i Delhi SQ Chy WalltS a death raises

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New

year to prove

Bangladesh prime minis-
ter's advisers Gowher

ool ; @ ® ,
w0 NS innocence

here for talks with the

Indian power and water Dﬂn’lﬂﬂds 200 Rﬂb, pOliCﬁ
resources ministers tocay. | persgnnel for protection
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Detainee's

question

Demonstration

in Sunamganj
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Within two hours of his . ’i 15.1." ot A

arrestr a ].-I-.I.H.n was fnund .- ool ol n ol ol w il all ol ol il ndll sl -.J.._...|.| il il Sl el el e e s i-:-:..-:-.l
dead at Tahirpur Police '
Station in Sunamganj

Tuesday night. Ja Agaaal o gfa-g3 396 @

Police claimed that

Notice

Today'sissue of The Daily
Star contains a two-page
supplement on “Men's

BNP leader Salauddin Quader Chowdhury, who faces | Diplal Robi Das, 45, from R00%-50 TR SO FSAl ﬁﬁﬁ (Tdf) IR FH=RA
trial for alleged crimes against humanity during the 1971 | Puran Barunka village of 9. i3, e e o (ﬁﬂ@ﬁ' m_.ﬂq J3FA A5t SRIG Gl IfFqeimq gt

Liberation War, has refused to cooperate with the | Balijuri union, committed

involvement in the con- | | International Crimes Tribunal unless he gets 200 Rab and | suicide while family mem-

text of HIV prevention in | | police guards to protect him. bers said he was tortured —_—
Bangladesh” organised In placing his demands before the three-judge tribu- | to death. ¥

by the UNFPA and The | | nal yesterday, the detained BNP leader also said he The body of Robi was M-I- GEME"T FA ﬂnnv I-'n- cnuwu . GEME"T

E{fié}{; lsltar on November | | ¢hould be allowed at least one yearto collectdocuments | found hanging from the
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