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WHAT'S ON

Duet Art Exhibition
Artists: Haren Das and
Chandan Das
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts, Dhanmondi 9

Date: Oct 14-22 §

Musical Soiree

Singer: Iffat Ara Dewan

e - Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
;_1 Centre, Gulshan-1

o Date: October 14

E Y Time: 6; 30pm

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Ali Akbar

Venue: Dhaka Art Centre,
Dhanmondi

Date: Oct 11-19

Time: 3pm-8pm

Musical Soiree
Organiser: Geetmalika
Venue: Chhayanaut Bhavan,
Dhanmondi

Date: October 14

Time: 6:30pm

Theatre

Play: Mahajoner Nao

Troupe: Subachan

Venue: Experimental Theatre
Hall, Shilpakala Academy
Date: October 15

Film Screening

Tithe: Sputnik Fest

Venue: Exhibition Hall, Russian
Cultural Centre, Dhanmondi
Date: October 20

Tirme: Gpm

Classical Music Soiree
Artiste; Pandit Sarathi
Chatterjee

Venue: Natyashala, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Acedemy, Dhaka
Date: October 15

Theatre

Play: Rokto Karobi

Troupe: Nagarik Natya
Sampraday

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

ENTERTAINMENT

When Runa met Lata
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"Hearing 'I'm a fan' from a living
legend is a once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience. [ was on top of the world,”

said Runa Laila.
The diva recently met 'Bharat

Ratna' Lata Mangeshkar at the lat-
ter's residence in Mumbai.

"I performed at several Puja cele-
brations in Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata. On October 2, [ performed
at the celebration hosted by Rani
Mukerji's family and on October 4,
at singer Abhijeet's programme.
Alamgir and I met Lataji on October
3. Though the meeting was sup-
posed to last 30-40 minutes, we
ended up chatting for a couple of
hours,” said Laila.

“I met Lataji for the first time
in 1974 -- at my concert in
Bombay (now Mumbai). That was
my first show in India. Lataji was
the chief guest at the concert,

organised by ICCR. In 1975, I did
playback for a film, "'Ek Se
Badhkar Ek' (music direction by
Kalyanji Anandji); Lataji attended
the mahurat (launch) of that,”

recalled Laila.
Since mid-'70s, the two singers

haven't had a chance to meet one-
on-one, according to Runa Laila.

“Her (Mangeshkar's) nephews
and nieces were telling me that they
love my music and that's when
Lataji said Ttooamafan'. I
received gifts -- a sari, two of her
recent CDs. That has to be one of
the most memorable experiences of
my life,” said Laila.

Asked what the turnouts were
like at her recent concerts in India,
the diva said, "I was surprised to see
a lot of teenagers in the audience.
I'd say the turnouts were impres-
sive.”

In recent years quite a few of her
popular songs have been remixed in
India. What's her take on that? "I

think these songs should be 're-
made’ and not remixed'. The art-
iste, who originally recorded a par-
ticular song, should sing the remade
version too. Several renowned art-
istes have recorded 'Dama Dam
Mast Qalandar’, but each has done
it in his/her signature style. If some-
one is inspired by my cover of the
song and decides to remake it, |
should be the one re-recording it,”
Runa Laila said.

PTV (Pakistan TV) wanted to
honour the artiste with a Lifetime
Achievement Award on the occa-
sion of its 47th anniversary. But
due to the unstable situation in
Pakistan, Runa Laila has sent
regrets.

The artiste is busy with playbacks
for Bangladeshi films. Among the
young music directors, she men-
tioned Emon Saha, Shawkat Ali
Emon, Bappa Mazumdar and Adit
to be gifted.

DS CAFE

Mir Shabbir is the star
of the month at DS
Café. He will be on the
hot seat and take your
calls at The Daily Star
office. Readers, fire
away your question at
him! The best question
will be highlighted in
the transcription.
Call 8126155,
01711623915 and
01711623917 on
Saturday, October 15,

. between 2pm and 3pm.

Haren Das exhibition begins
today at Bengal Gallery

Chandan Das (centre) speaks at the press conference.
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts is host-
ing a nine-day exhibition featuring
the works of noted Indian
printmaker Haren Das (1921-93)
and his son Chandan Das.

The exhibition begins today (Oc-
tober 14) at Bengal Gallery in
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Haren Das was a highly acclaimed
artist who worked almost exclusively
in printmaking mediums -- engrav-
ing, linocut, etching and lithograph.
His works highlight scenic beauty of
villages and rural life in Bengal.

Professor Emeritus Dr.
Anisuzzaman will inaugurate the
exhibition as chief guest. Veteran
painter Rafiqun Nabi; the Bangladeshi
Deputy High Commissioner in
Kolkata, Mustafizur Rahman and
Professor Azizul Haq will be present as
special guests at the programme.

On the occasion of the exhibition,
a press conference was held at
Bengal Café yesterday. Subir
Chowdhury, director of Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts; artist Chandan
Das and Sarwar Jahan, assistant
manager of Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts, spoke at the conference.

AN ACTOR'S SPYGLASS

THEATRE
Joldash’,"Mohajoner Nao”

to celebrate golden and
silver jubilee

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Padatik Natya Sangshad will stage
the 50th show of the play “Joldash”
today at the National Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
Subachan Natya Sangshad will
hold the 25th show of its play
“Mohajoner Nao” at the
Experimental Theatre Hall of
Shilpakala Academy tomorrow.

Noted author-playwright Syed
Shamsul Haq is expected to be
present at the special “Joldash”
show as chief guest. The Dhaka
Padatik play has been written by
Harun-ur-Rashid and directed by
Nader Chowdhury.

The play features the plight of
fishermen in rural Bangladesh,
who once lived a content life. But
when rivers start to die, the fisher-
men s fate too takes a downward

N the Name of God

OMER Al1az OnNY
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Can movies truly deliver a powerful
message and make an impact on soci-
ety? In most cases people would dis-
agree, as stories projected on the cellu-
loid have been known to be gimmicky
*h and larger than life. However, often
these stories are inspired by real life.

Some filmmakers project fact in authentic ways, some
offer their creative takes, while some take the middle
road. The film, "Khuda Kay Liye", takes a documenting
approach -- depicting contemporary Pakistani society
from the director's point of view. But the reason the film
received much acclaim is because it addresses supersti-
tions in the name of religion. This is the first Pakistani
film that I've watched. Featuring a cast of Pakistani
actors and Indian thespian Naseeruddin shah, the film
can be considered an international project. It has
already won many international awards in Egypt, Italy,
Japan etc.

The film starts off with a crisis a Pakistani family faces.
A Pakistani expatriate comes back to his country of origin
to get his daughter -- Mariam/Mary (Iman Ali) -- married
to a Pakistani Muslim. Mary has been dating a British
man against her father's wishes. The father himself has a
British girlfriend. Mary is a British citizen and her hypo-
critical father is worried that if his daughter gets married
to a non-Muslim, his Muslim legacy will be over.

Sarmad (Fawad), Mary's cousin in Pakistan, belongsto a
family of progressive, liberal music enthusiasts. Sarmad
becomes influenced by the local Imam, Tahiri (Rasheed
Naz). He begins to practice the extremist interpretation of
Islam, grows a beard and goes against music, also putting
pressure on his free-spirited family to comply.

Mary's father brings her to a remote village near the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border and forcibly gets her married
to Sarmad. Sarmad eventually consummates their mar-
riage by force.

Meanwhile, in the post 9/11 USA, Sarmad s brother
Mansoor (Shaan) faces his ordeal. Mansoor goesto a
music school in Chicago. After 9/11, FBI officers detain
him when someone overhears an intoxicated man
accusing Mansoor of being a terrorist. Subsequently, he
is tortured for a year in custody just because of his
[slamic background.

The film has an authentic approach. The writer-

cate the rural girls.

been aptly captured.

possible aspect. This film highlights two relationships
that are treated with maturity, yet certain elements get a
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The writer is an actor and theatre activist.
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larger than life treatment without standing out. One
such example is -- Mary, despite being held in a village
against her will, decides to go back once free, and edu-

The most interesting part of the film is facing the reality
with courage and breaking the prejudice through logically
debunking some very common misconceptions regarding
[slam -- like music and women's rights in Islam. The film
makes statements with references from Hadith on these
topics by a wise Maulana (Naseeruddin Shah).

The maker of the film is bold enough to highlight the
connection between narrow-minded religious leaders and
terrorism. The Islamophobia in post-9/11 USA has also

The filmmaker has successfully combined commercially
appealing elements with a powerful social message. The
script and dialogues are the major attractions where phi-
losophy mixes with the reality in a genuine way. The whole

cast delivered credible performances, but the real "hero” of
director Shoaib Mansoor must have researched on every the film is the film itself.
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Scenes from “Mohajoner Nao” and “Joldash” (inset).

FILE PHOTO

spiral. The cast includes Manjurul
Islam, Masud Ahmed, Sabrina
Aktar and Sabiha Zaman.

Subachan premiered
“Mahajoner Nao” in June last year.
Written by Shakoor Majid, the play
has been directed and designed by
Sudip Chakraborty.

The play highlights the life of
Baul Shamrat Shah Abdul Karim.

Throughout the play, the actors -

- partly and fully -- sing over 20
songs from Abdul Karim's reper-
toire. Karim's life is, perhaps, best

reflected through his songs. Both
the playwright and director have
aptly taken this approach to estab-
lish the storyline. The play also
focuses on the difficulties that
Karim faced in society.

The cast of the play includes
Ahmed Gias, Rupa Nasrin, Fazlul
Haque, Imran Hossain, Mehedi
Hasan, Asadul Islam, Lithu Rani
Mandal and Shah Salauddin.

Apart from directing,
Chakraborty also designed the set,
light and costumes for the play.

A hands-on actor

In conversation with Sajal

SHAH ALAM SHAZU
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Talented actor 5ajal is one of the busiest faces in the
media, and despite choosing his offers carefully in
recent days, he has made the most appearances on TV
last Eid. Recently, the actor shared thoughts about his
dreams, career and beyond with The Daily Star:

The Daily Star (TDS): How do you feel about the fact
that you appeared in the highest number of TV plays
last Eid?

Sajal: This has both its positive and negative aspects.
[ don't work in serials that much. Instead I take on
offers of one-hour-dramas or tele-films. The works that
[ do around the year are mostly aired during Eid. As a
result, the Eid-specials feature many of my perfor-
mances.

TDS: What are you doing now?

Sajal: ['ve already begun working in TV plays for the
upcoming Eid. I have to shoot almost everyday.

TDS: Do you work 30 days a month?

Sajal: Something like that. Honestly speaking, [ don't
want to work this much. But there are some directors
who I just can't turn down. 5o [ have a packed schedule,
which more than often stretches late into the night.

TDS: Many of the TV stars are becoming frequent
faces on the silver screen. Why aren't you doing any
new film after your debut?

Sajal: Every actor has a dream of appearing on the
silver screen. A movie reel keeps a performance alive for
years with repeated views by the audience. [ received
several offers after my debut, and if everything clicks
again | would like to work more in films.

TDS: Can you name your best works?

Sajal: It is very tough to do so. Every child is special
to his/her parents. Still, some dramas that are worth
mentioning are "Celebrity Ekattor”, "Tomra Bhule
Gechho Mollika'dir Naam”, "Anutapta” and "Hey
Rajkonya”. There were several other good perfor-
mances, but I can't remember the names at the
moment.

TDS: Any regret surrounding a missed chance?
Sajal: I never regret anything. I believe in my work
and trust that good performances will win the hearts of
audience. However, if you tell me to name my dream
role, I'd say its “Debdas”. I would jump at any offer to

portray the role. I also want to play the character of
Amit from “Shesher Kobita” or Opu from “Pather
Panchali”.

TDS: Do you get time to do homework before stand-
ing in front of the camera?

Sajal: I never perform without preparation.
Whenever | return home and freshen up, [ sit with the
script in my hand. I think carefully about the next day's
challenge and prepare several interpretations of the
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role that I'll portray.

TDS: Any plan to direct?

Sajal: [ have no plan of becoming a director. I only
know acting, and [ want to stick with my skills for the
rest of my life.

TDS: Which are your favorite movies?

Sajal: I have many favorites. "Sareng Bou" is one of
them, while “Shimana Periye” can be considered as my
all-time favourite. Other films that make up my top list
include “Titash Ekti Nodir Naam” and works featuring
Razzak and Salman Shah.

TDS: Which actress did you pair up the most with?

Sajal: Tisha. Other actresses that I worked frequently

with are Bindu, Momo, Monalisa and Prova.
TDS: Do you believe in the trend of actors forming

pairs?

Sajal: Definitely not. Different understandings are
formed with individual co-stars. Tisha is my good
friend and any work with her produces fun experi-
ences. I have no inhibition with her. Bindu, mean-
while, is my junior from Jahangirnagar University
and I have a good understanding with her as well.
Momo and I also mesh in easily during our work. I
believe that I'm always learning things from my co-
workers.

A little girl with a big dream

S DiLie Roy, Lalmonirhet Academy has offered to waive the fees

tor Sayma. However, I turned down

member family:.
Shotiqul Islam said that Sayma, his

youngest daughter, became deeply the offer as Sayma has already been

Five-year-old Shraboki Akhter
Sayma s dance performances are
always a hit in Lalmonirhat.

While Sayma dreams of being an
accomplished artiste, her financially
straitened circumstances seem to
have clipped her wings. A student of
class one at Lalmonirhat Police Line
school, her father Shofiqul Islam is an
electrician who earns a meagre sum
on which he has to support a five

interested in dancing when she was practicing in Rangpur ‘itﬂlpﬂkala

only three years old. She has been Academy free of cost,” said Islam.
Now the little girl has been in the

public eye. Two ad firms from Dhaka

have offered Sayma the chance to

appear in their ads.

performing since the age of four.
While he tried very hard to get
Sayma into Lalmonirhat Shilpakala
Academy, the academy turned down
Sayma thinks big.

his request, as he couldn't atford to Meanwhile

pay the fees. So the young girl had to  “Nothing can stop me. I will go ahead

practice at home and was self-taught. and fulfil my dream of being a

“Now the Lalmonirhat Shilpakala dancer,” she says.

Art camp on national

“Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger
anthem

Tides” docks in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Star Cineplex has brought the fourth instalment of the hugely popu-
lar “Pirates of the Caribbean” to Dhaka. Dhaka film enthusiasts will
get a chance to see the adventurous journey of Captain Jack Sparrow
once again as "Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides" releases
today at Star Cineplex.

The storyline of the Walt Disney Pictures production unfolds as
Captain Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) travels to London to locate the
person who has been impersonating him. The impostor has report-
edly been recruiting a crew to search for the legendary Fountain of
Youth. First Sparrow rescues his former first mate, Joshamee Gibbs
(Kevin McNally), who is about to be hanged. The two are, however,
captured.

Jack is brought before King George 11 (Richard Griffiths), who
wants him to guide an expedition to the Fountain of Youth before the
Spanish find it. Heading the expedition is Jack's old nemesis, Captain
Hector Barbossa (Geofirey Rush), now a privateer in service to the
British Navy after having lost Jack's ship, the Black Pearl, as well as
his leg.

Rob Marshall replaced Gore Verbinski as the director of the film.
Verbinski directed the first three instalments. Ted Elliott and Terry
Rossio jointly wrote the screenplay.

The cast also includes Penélope Cruz and lan McShane.

Participating artists at the art camp.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) and Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts jointly organised a three-day art camp
titled "BATB-Bengal Art Camp '11". The camp was held
recently at BATB's Guest House Complex in Kushtia.

About 12 painters took part in the camp. The participating
artists are: Qayyum Chowdhury, Samarjit Roy Chowdhury;,
Hashem Khan, Rafiqun Nabi, Mahmudul Haque, Shahid Kabir,
Farida Zaman, Mohammad Eunus, Kanak Chanpa Chakma,
Mohammad Igbal, Tayeba Begum Lipi and Anisuzzaman.

About 24 paintings were produced at the camp; the theme
was the national anthem. Featuring these paintings, an art
exhibition will be held at Bengal Gallery in Dhanmondi, Dhaka.
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