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AFP, Singapore

Japan trounced hap-
less Tajikistan 8-0 in
World Cup qualifying
Brﬂ on Tuesday as Asia's
big guns fired and
Iran launched a
security crackdown
before their clash with Bahrain.
Australia looked sure to progress
after a 3-0 win over Oman kept them
on maximum points in Group D, and
South Korea moved towards the last
stage with a 2-1 win against UAE.
Thailand held Saudi Arabia to a 0-0
draw, but North Korea's hopes of
reaching a second World Cup in a row
suffered a setback with a 1-0 home
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<z |Japan steal the show

Okazakiwho both bagged abrace.

South Korea had a second-half
own goal to thank as UAE defender
Ismail Hamdan's inadvertent strike
helped them to a 2-1 win in Suwon.
Arsenal's Park Chu-Young had
opened the scoring and UAE pulled
one backininjury time.

In Sydney, Brett Holman, Josh
Kennedy and Mile Jedinak were all on
the scoresheet as Australia registered
their third win out of three and looked
certain to progress from Group D.

In Pyongyang, Alexander
Geynrikh's first-half strike was
enough to secure a 1-0 win for
Uzbekistan, who are level on seven
points with Japan at the top of Group
C.

year, but they disappointed at the
Asian Cup in January after being
bracketed with holders Irag and
three-time winners Iran in another
unkind draw.

Jordan took a big step towards
their first berth in the final qualifying
stage with a 3-0 away win over Singa-
pore, while Qatar came out on top ofa
3-2 thriller against Indonesia in
Jakarta.

Meanwhile in Tehran, security was
raised at Iran's Azadi Stadium follow-
ing political tensions with Group E
rivals and Gulf neighbours Bahrain
over Manama's tough clampdown on
Shiite dissidents.
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swunginto action across theregion.
Rampant Japan were the big win-
ners as they totted up four goals in
each half against Tajikistan in Osaka,
led by Mike Havenaar and Shinji

Uzbek clash in Pyongyang as a must-
win as they scrap for the second qual-
ifying spot.

The North Koreans competed at
their first World Cup since 1966 last

stage, with the eventual top two in
each section earninga ticket to Brazil.
The two third-placed teams will
then face each other for the right to
contest an intercontinental play-off.

PHOTO: AFP

South Korea striker Park Chu Young celebrates his opening goal against the United Arab Emirates during a 2014
World Cup qualifier in Suwon yesterday.

Anzhi aiming high
CeNrfootball

AFP, Paris

the club, the former Real Madrid man believes
the likes of Anelka, van Persie and Neymar are

now realistic targets.

"Anelka is not the only player,”" Carlos said

when asked about possible moves.

New ball will
fly faster

REUTERS, Moscow

A new Adidas ball, to be used

at the Euro 2012 finals, will
fly faster than its predeces-

Anzhi Makhachkala joint coach Roberto
Carlos told French television that the
ambitious Russian club are considering
moves for Neymar, Nicolas Anelka and
RobinVan Persie.

"We want to make a club of the calibre of
Real Madrid or Barcelona," Carlos told
Canal Football Club on Canal Plus as he
outlined Anzhi's plans to add to a squad
that already includes Samuel Eto'o, former
Russia wing-back Yuri Zhirkov and ex-PSV
Eindhovenwinger Balazs Dzsudzsak.

Brazilian World Cup winner Carlos,
now 38, was the first big arrival at the club

"Nene from PSG and Van Persie from Arsenal
are players we are following. And Neymar? I
talked to him.

"If Real, Barca or Manchester United cannot
pay the transfer fee, we will pay it. Suleyman
Kerimov can offerwhat he wants."

Neymar, of Santos, has been heavily linked to
a move to Madrid in particular, but no deal has
been finalised despite endless speculation,
while Anelka's contract at Chelsea is due to
expire at the end of this season.

Van Persie, who recently scored his 100th
Arsenal goal, has yet to open talks on an exten-

sor and will be just as unpre-
dictable for goalkeepers, the
chief executive of the Ger-
man sporting goods com-
panysaid on Monday.

“We will certainly make
the ball (fly) faster and hope-
fully, we'll see a lot of goals
being scored at next year's
tournament in Poland and
Ukraine,” Herbert Hainer
told Reuters at a media brief-
ing in Moscow.
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