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Riots over church attack
in Egyptkill 19

AP, Cairo

Fierce clashes erupted yesterday between
Christians protesting a recent attack on a
church and the Egyptian military, leaving at
least 19 people dead and more than 150
injured, Health Ministry officials said.

In rioting outside the state television
building along the Nile in Cairo, witnesses
said some of the protesters may have
snatched weapons from the soldiers and
turned them on the military. The protesters
also pelted the soldiers with rocks and bottles.

The clashes spread to nearby Tahrir
Square and the area around it, drawing in
thousands of people. They battled each
other with rocks and firebombs, some tear-
ing up pavement for ammunition and others
collecting stones in boxes. At one point, a
group of youths with at least one riot police-
man among them dragged a protester by his
legs for along distance.

The Christian protesters said their dem-
onstration began as a peaceful attempt to sit
in at the television building. But then, they
said they came under attack by thugs in
plainclothes who rained stones down on

them and fired pellets.
"The protest was peaceful. We wanted to

hold a sit-in, as usual,” said Essam Khalili, a

protester wearing a white shirt with a cross
drawn on it. "Thugs attacked us and a mili-
tary vehicle jumped over a sidewalk and ran
over atleast 10 people. I saw them."

Wael Roufail, another protester, corrobo-
rated the account.

"I saw the vehicle running over the protest-
ers. Then theyopened fired atus," he said.

Khalili said protesters set fire to army vehi-
cleswhen theysaw them hitting the protesters.

Television footage of the riots showed
some of the Coptic protesters attacking a
soldier, while a priest tried to protect him.
One soldier collapsed in tears as ambulances
rushed to the scene to take away the injured.

Christians blame Egypt's ruling military
council for being too lenient on those behind
a spate of anti-Christian attacks since the
ouster of Hosni Mubarak in February. As
Egypt undergoes a chaotic power transition
and security vacuum in the wake of this year's
uprising, Christians are particularly worried
about the increasing show of force by the
ultraconservative Islamists.

Yesterday's rally began in the Shubra dis-
trict of northern Cairo, then headed to the
state television building along the Nile where
men in plainclothes attacked about a thou-
sand Christian protesters as they chanted
denunciations of Egypt's military rulers.

26/11 ATTACKS CASE
Indian SC to
hear Kasab's
plea today

TIMES OF INDIA, New Delhi

The Supreme Court will hear
today the plea of Pakistani
terrorist Ajmal Kasab chal-
lenging his conviction and
death sentence in the 26/11
Mumbai attacks case.

Kasab has filed the peti-
tion through jail authorities
in the apex court which has
appointed senior advocate
Raju Ramachandaran as
amicus curie to assist it in
deciding the appeal.

On September 2, the apex
court had agreed to hear the
plea of Maharashtra govern-
ment against the acquittal of
two accused Faheem Ansari
and Sabauddin Ahmed in
the26/11 case.

It, however, had refused
to pass any order on Kasab
when the state government
pleaded that his letter to the
Supreme Court challenging
his death sentence should
be tagged with this appeal.

PHOTO: AFP
An elderly Polish woman casts her ballot in a polling station in Warsaw, during the parliamentary elections
yesterday. Poles voted yesterday in a general election, with Prime Minister Donald Tusk targeting a landmark
second term by pushing a message of prudent stewardship which kept the nation out of recession.

Dalai Lama visa blocked
over S Afri trade fears

AFP, Johannesburg

South Africa refused to give the
Dalai Lama a visa to visit for
Desmond Tutu's birthday
because the foreign ministry
feared his trip would jeopar- *
dise trade ties with China, a |~

newspaper reported yesterday.

"The People's Republic of China is South
Africa's largest trading partner and was key
in avoiding the last recession, among oth-
ers," read a secret foreign ministry docu-
ment, which the weekly City Press said it had
obtained.

The document said that South Africa's
"strategic relationship" with China
depended on Pretoria unconditionally
supporting Beijing's "one China" policy,
which rejects Tibetan independence.

China regards the Dalai Lama as a

"splittist” and frowns on overseas travel by the

exiled Tibetan spiritual leader.

"The issue of Tibet is high in
China's priority and is seen as
posing a threat to sovereignty.
South Africa respects the quest
for China to protect its sover-
eignty," the document said,
according to the paper.

"Indealing with the Dalai Lama, the govern-
mentis sensitive to the need to uphold the right
ofassociation espoused in our constitution but
must balance that with the real or imagined
role of Dalai Lama," itreportedly said.

"The government, in pursuit of South
Africa’s national interest, has sought to
balance these two issues," it said.

South Africa never publicly announced if
it would grant a visa to the Dalai Lama, who
was scheduled to give a speech in Cape Town
on Saturday to mark Tutu's 80th birthday:.

The Dalai Lama cancelled trip, saying he
had received no news about his visa.

BPDB's Local
Tender Notice

1 | Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resource/Power Division.
2 | Agency Bangladesh Power Development Board.

3 | Procuring entity name Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

4 | Procuring entity code Not used at present.

5 | Procuring entity district Dhaka.

6 | Invitation for Single Phase Digital Meter.

7 | Invitation for tender Ref. No. Pur-127/GMCO/S.P. Meter/Rev/LC/2011-2012

8 | Date 4/10/2011

KEY INFORMATION

9 | Procurement method

Open tendering method (1 stage 2 envelope).

FUNDING INFORMATION

10 | Budget and source of funds

Revenue Budget (Local).

11 | Development partners Not applicable.
(if applicable)
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
12 | Project/programme code Not applicable.
(if applicable)
13 | Project/programme name Mot applicable.
(if applicable)
14 | Tender package No. GDL-44
15 | Tender package name Single Phase Digital Meter.
16 | Tender publication date 4/10/2011

17 | Tender selling date

10/10/2011 to 22/11/2011

18 | Tender closing date and time

23/11/2011 at 11:00am (tender receive any day before
23/11/2011 during office hour).

19 | Tender opening date and time

231112011 at 11:30am.

20 | Name & address of the office

Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor),
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Selling tender document (principal)

Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor),
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Selling tender document (other)

Not applicable.

Receiving tender document

Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor),
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Opening tender document Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor),
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
21 | Place/date/time of pre-tender N/A
meeting
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

22 | Eligibility of tenderer

Renowned local manufacturer/supplier.

23 | Brief description of goods or works

Single Phase Digital Meter.

24 | Brief description of related N/A

Services

25 | Price of tender document (BDT)

Tk. 2,000.00 (two thousand) only as Pay-Order (non-
refundable) from any schedule bank of Bangladesh in
favour or the Director of Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

26 | Lot | Identification of lot Location of Tender security Completion time in
delivery amount in Tk. weeks/months/days
Single Phase Digital Meter - | BPDB Central | Tk.1,70,000.00 | 150 days from the date
4000 Nos. Store, Tongi of contract signing
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
27 | Name of official inviting Abul Baser Khan.
tender

28 | Designation of official
inviting tender

Director, Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

29 | Address of official inviting

WAPDA Building (9th Floor), Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.

tender
30 | Contact details of official Tel: +88 02 9550532 & 7120887
inviting tender Fax: +88 02 7126151

31 | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders.

Biddyut/Jana-247(4)/5-10-11
GD-4210

Abul Baser Khan
Director
Directorate of Purchase
BPDB, Dhaka

Traders dety

FROM PAGE 20

the peak spawning season.
They have kept their boats and
fishing trawlers anchored
along the coast.

“But greedy traders are forc-
ing the poor fishermen to the bay
in defiance of the ban,” said the
sources, askingnottobenamed.

Nasiruddin Md Humayun,
Director, Marine Fisheries
Office of FD, told The Daily Star
that a joint team comprising
Navy, coast guard members,
police and marine fisheries
department were keeping a
vigil to enforce the ban.

"As egg carrying mother
hilsa are big and during this
period stay close to the coast
for breeding, some greedy fish
traders catch them for more
profit", Nasiruddin said.

According to the Marine
Fisheries Office, a total of 7,000
square km of the coastal region
are spawning grounds for hilsa.
The Fisheries Department
considers four points as the
most important breeding
grounds. Mayani, from the Feni
river's estuary to Kumira, and
North Kutubdia from
Matamuhuri estuary to
Kutubdia coastal areas, are in
greater Chittagong. The other
two points are Tasabuddin
Awliya point in Bhola and
Latachapali pointin Patuakhali.

Fisheries Department
sources observe that the drives
beginning on October 6 have
resulted in the seizure of around
23 boats laden with nearly eight
tonnes of hilsa. The fish were
latersold atopenauction.

Most of the trawlers, eleven
of which were seized on the
first day of the ban, were con-
fined allnight.

When asked if traders were
buying the fish cheap,
Nasiruddin replied, "We are
being forced to sell the fish as
we have no ice and storage
facilities.”

He said the Fish Preservation
Act 1950 provides for jail terms
ranging from one month to a

maximum of six months or a fine
of Tk one to two thousand for
fishing, transporting, selling or
preservingthefish duringtheban.
The penalties, he said, are not
enough to protect hilsa resources
fromunscrupulouspeople.

He claimed, however, that
the tendency to defy the ban
had decreased this year.

The Coast Guard Staff
Officer, Operations, Lieutenant
Commander Jasimuzzaman
told The Daily Star that a 24-
hour marine fisheries surveil-
lance check post had been set
up at Ghat no-11 on the
Karnaphuli to prevent fishing
boatsfrom going outto the bay.

Eight patrol teams were
conducting drives in the
coastal areas against hilsa
fishing, he added.

Marine Fisheries Office
sources said a total of 12 cases
hadbeenfiledin this connection.

Besides, 24,960 kgs of hilsa,
seized on Saturday night, were
subsequently sold at open
auction for Tk 58 lakh on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, our Barisal
correspondent writes that the
local administration and law
enforcing agencies were con-
tinuing to enforce the ban on
hilsa during the 11-dayban.

Bankim Chandra Mandal,
deputy director, Fishing
Directorate Barisal office,
noted that in the first three days
of the ban, a total of 108 drives
yielded 9.37 metric tons ofhilsa
and 3.65 lakh meters of fishing
nets. The authorities realized
over Tk 90,000 as fines, and
sentenced 111 fishermen to
imprisonment from one to
fourmonths.

A mobile court on Sunday
sentenced seven fishermen to
jail terms for violating the
fishing ban.

Aug 21 attack plot

FROM PAGE 20
an Awami League rally on

Bangabandhu Avenue killed 24
AL leaders and workers and
maimed around 200 others. Two
cases were filed in this connec-
tion: one for killingand the other
under the explosive substances
act.

In their 90-minute submis-
sion to the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-1, the prosecution
yesterday described the
offences of the 52 charge-
sheeted accused in the two
cases.

The accused include some
BNP bigwigs, former top intelli-
gence and police officials and
members of banned Islamist
outfit Harkatul Jihad al Islami
(Huji).

Syed Rezaur Rahman, chief
prosecutor in the cases, said the
motive of the attack on AL rally
was to kill the then opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina and other
topleadersofherparty.

The prosecution proposed
the court frame charges against
all52 accused in the two cases.

The Criminal Investigation
Department submitted charge
sheet twice--once in 2008 and
thenin July thisyear.

Those involved in hatching
the plot for August 21 attack
included Tarique Rahman,
senior vice-chairman of BNP
and Khaleda's elder son;
Lutfozzaman Babar, former
state minister for home; Harris
Chowdhury, former political
secretary of the then prime

'Quartet’ to discuss
stalled Mideast talks

ALJAZEERA ONLINE

minister; Jamaat Secretary
General Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mojaheed; Salam Pintu; BNP
lawmaker Kazi Shah Mofazzal
Hossain Kaikobad; and Huji
chiefHannan.

Some of the 52 accused were
involved in staging the blasts.
Some others including three
former inspectors general of
police--Ashraful Huda,
Shahudul Haque and Khoda
Baksh Chowdhury--were
complicit in destroying the
evidence. Several others includ-
ing three former CID officials
were involved in attempts to

Diplomats representing the so-called Middle East "Quartet”
- the United States, the European Union, the United Nations
and Russia - are due to meet in Brussels to discuss ways to

restart talks between the Palestinians and Israel.
"The purpose is to review progress and keep up the

momentum, with the overall objective of encouraging the
parties to return to negotiations,” EU spokesman Michael
Mann said.

Palestinian officials have rejected Quartet calls for a
resumption of direct negotiations which have been on hold
since 2008.

They say the Quartet has failed to prevent Israel building

diverttheinvestigation. . : . e
Sal P settlements on illegally occupied land, which Palestinians
Mnﬁ;fTajuddiiI;ﬂ;spﬁg?jﬂ:]f; cunside'r a precondition for re.turning to direct negotiations
grenadesusedintheattack. alongwith areturn by Israel to its pre-1967 borders.
The court started yesterday's Israel has announced plans to build 1,100 new housing

units in illegally occupied East Jerusalem despite claiming it
isready to resume Quartet-brokered talks.

Palestinian officials have also accused the Quartet's spe-
cial envoy, Tony Blair, of trying to lobby European countries
against their bid for statehood recognition at the UN last

proceedings with rejection of
time petitions by six accused
including Babar.

Judge Shahed Nuruddin

rejected the petitions, citing that

the defence had already got five | month.
time extensions on different Some have suggested that he hand in his resignation,
grounds. citing alleged conflicts of interest between his role and his

After the prosecution com-
pleted its submission, the court
fixed October 13 for hearing
argumentsofthe defence.

Thirty-two accused includ-
ing Mojaheed and Babar, who
are now behind bars, were
produced before the court.
Dhaka City Corporation Ward
Councillor Ariful Islam Arif, now
on bail, was also present.
Tarique, Harris, Kaikobad and
16othershaveyettosurrender.

business interests.

"The expected thing from him to do is to say 'I'm sorry,
goodbye'," Mohammad Shtayyeh, a senior Palestinian offi-
cial, told Al Jazeera.

"The biggest problem that he did for us was speaking
against our step towards the UN. You cannot be a mediator of
the Quartet when 50 per cent of the Quartet supportour step.”

The UN Security Council, the only body that can bestow
full membership, is currently reviewing the Palestinian
request, which was presented by Palestinian Liberation
Organisation President Mahmoud Abbas in New York last
month.
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