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People of Sunamganj form a human chain in front of the Central Shaheed Minar in Sylhet
city yesterday demanding implementation of Sylhet-Sunamganj highway project.

Procession, rally demanding
inter-city train service

OUR CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabganj

Several hundred people yesterday brought
out a procession in the district town
demanding intercity train service between
Dhaka and Chapainawabganj, modernisa-
tion of Chapainawabganj railway station
and construction of a railway bypass at
Amnura junction.

After parading the main streets in the
town, the processionists held a rally in front
of the deputy commissioner's office and
submitted a memorandum containing
signatures of ten thousand people to the
prime minister through the deputy commis-
sioner (DC) to press for the demands

Leaders and workers of different political
parties, representatives from professional
bodies, cultural activists and teachers and
students of different educational institu-
tions joined the procession and the rally
organised by Chapainawabganj Nagorik
Unnayan committee, a citizens' body for
development of the district.

Addressing the rally, the speakers said the
people of Chapainawabganj suffer a lot
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because they have to go to Rajshahi, 50 kilo-
metres from the Chapainawabganj district
headquarters, to travel to the capital by
intercity train.

“We have to bear 30 to 40 percent additional
cost for transporting goods on roads as we
avoid Chapainawabganj-Rajshahi rail route
duetoitsdilapidated condition,” theysaid.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at a rally
here on April 23 this year declared that inter-
city train service between Dhaka and
Chapainawabganj would be introduced
soon. But no step has been taken yet in this
regard, the speakers said.

They urged to prime minister to intro-
duce intercity train service between Dhaka

and Chapainawabganj as soon as possible.
Nagorik Unnayan Committee Convener

Syed Ahmmed Hossain Badsha, Member-
Secretary Touhidur Rahman, local political
leaders Mosidul Hagque Masud, Rafiqul
[slam, Moniruzzaman Monir, Anwar
Hossain Dilu, Secretary of
Chapainawabganj District Sports
Association Tofikul Islam Tofa addressed the
rally, among others.
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Several hundred people bring out a procession in Chapainawabganj town yesterday
demanding intercity train service between Chapainawabganj and Dhaka, modernisation
of the local railway station and construction of a railway bypass at Amnura Junction.
Later, they submitted a memorandum containing signatures of 10,000 people to the prime
minister through the deputy commissioner to press for the demands.
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Fresh downpour adds to miseries
of Satkhira water logging victims

40 more villages in Tala, Sadar upazilas flooded

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Fresh downpour in the last
three days has added to
miseries of the people
suffering from months of
water logging in Tala and
Sadar upazilas.

Due to the impact of
rain, waters from the silted
Kobadak and Betna rivers
entered the area overflow-
ing their banks and inun-
dating 40 more villages in
the two upazilas.

Over 100,000 more
people under two unions
in Tala upazila and five
unions in Sadar upazila
are now marooned by
flood water, officials
said.

Vast tracts of land under
Sarulia and Nagarghata in
Tala wupazila and Labsa,
Balli and Jhowdanga
unions in Sadar upazila fell
victims to fresh water log-
ging, they said.

Crops on several
thousands acres of land
have been threatened
while the affected peo-
ple will be passing mis-
erable days due to scar-
city of food, drinking
water and medicines as
rainwater and waters
entering into the area
can not go back to the

silted river.

Over four lakh flood
affected people in Tala and
Sadar upazilas are already
suffering for want of relief
materials as those supplied
by the government are
scanty.

Meanwhile, skin dis-
eases and other intestinal
diseases have broken outin
the water-logged areas.

A large number of
patients are being treated
at Satkhira Sadar
Hospital and Tala and
Kalaroa upazila health
complexes.

Over 130,000 homeless
people of about 22,854
families have taken shelter
in makeshift huts on both
sides of Satkhira-Khulna,
Paikgachha- Khulna roads
and also on high lands,
sources said.

The homeless people
and cattle and poultry
birds are staying
together in makeshift
huts increasing the
threat of diseases.

Study of the flood
affected students is being
hampered as they can not
reside with their parents.

Besides, most the
schools remained closed as
those are still under water.

While visiting some

flood affected areas of the
two upazilas on Sunday,
this correspondent saw
thousands of people pass-
ing days in hardship for
lack of relief materials.

“We are almost fasting
for want of relief,” said
Mohammad Ali of Kalapota
village in Tala upazila.

According to the

District Relief and
Rehabilitation
Department sources, over
8,04,244 people in 66
unions in seven upazilas
have been affected by the
flood. The government so
far sanctioned 1,700 met-
ric tonnes of rice and Tk
19 lakh for the flood
affected people till

September 30.

Contacted, acting
Satkhira deputy commis-
sioner (DC) Mukesh
Chandra Biswas said, he
has already written to the
higher authorities to
sanction 46,000 VGF cards
and Tk 31,18,00, 000
house building grants for
the affected people.
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People hit by flood and water logging in Tala upazila of Satkhira have taken shelter in
make-shift huts on both sides of Satkhira-Khulna road.

2 youths jailed
for stalking

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Two youths were jailed in
Pabna and Habiganj districts

forstalking on Sunday.
A mobile court in Pabna

sentenced a stalker to jail for 8
months on Sunday for sexu-
ally harassing a schoolgirl in
Bera upazila.

Police sent convict
Ibrahim Hossain, 25, to Pabna
Jail yesterday, reports QOur
Correspondent.

[brahim, son of Zakat Ali of
village Sonapadma in the
upazila used to harass a class
seven female student of

NatunVarenga High School.
Victim's father and locals

informed ittothe police.
Later Bera police arrested

Ibrahim from Natun Varenga
Bazar area of the upazila at
about 2 pm on Sunday, said
Abdul Hai, officer in charge of

Bera police station.
In Habiganj, amobile court

sentenced a young man to six
months rigorous imprison-
ment on Sunday for sexually
harassing a widow in
Baniachang upazila, reports
Our Staff Correspondent in
Sylhet.

The convict was identified
as Motaher Mia, 35, son of
Motlib Ullah of Kutubkhali
village in the upazila.

Officer in-charge of
Baniachang PS Nirmalendu
Chakraborty said Motaher
used to tease the 40-year-old
woman, wife of his late uncle
Jamir Ullah.

He said Motaher was
arrested from his house
Saturday night following a
complaint by the widow.

10 houses
gutted

UNB, Naogaon

Ten houses were gutted in a
devastating fire at Kirtoli
housing project in Manda
upazila yesterday.

Witnesses said, the fire
originated from an electric
short circuit at the house of
Jahanara Bibi and soon
engulfed the adjoining nine
houses atabout 10 am.

Abdur Razzak, 45, Atorjan
Bewa, 60, Saiful Islam, 40
and Momtaz Uddin, 40 were
injured trying to douse the
flame. Razzak was admitted
to upazila health complex.

The affected house own-
ers claimed that the esti-
mated loss caused by the fire
was about Tk 10 lakh.

12 'robbers' held with arms
in Comilla, Narsingdi

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Police and Rab forces, in
separate drives, arrested 12
alleged robbers along with
arms in Comilla and
Narsingdi districts early

yesterday.
In Comilla, police

rounded up 10 people along
with three firearms and 14
bullets at Nagessar village in
Nangolkot upazila, reports
UNB.

Police said, a gang of
robbers swooped on the
house of Monir Hossain, a
South Africa expatriate and
looted valuables keeping the
members of the house hos-
tage at gunpoint.

Informed by neighbours,
police rushed to the spotand

arrested the robbers after a
hot chase while they were

fleeing with the booty.
The arrestees are Kamal,

25, Monir Hossain, 27,
Mannan, 32, Mohsin, 42,
Rashid, 30, Hossain, 32 of
Ramganj upazila of
Laxmipur district, Anwar
Hossain, 26, of Faridganj
upazila in Chandpur,
Saddam, 32, of Sripur
upazila in Munshiganj,
Monir Hossain, 25 of
Mehendiganj upazila in
Barisal and Shah Alam, 32, of
Sadar Dakkhin upazila in
Comilla district.

Two rifles, one air-gun, 14
bullets, one laptop, five
mobile phone sets, two
sharp weapons were recov-
ered from their possession.

In Narsingdi, members of
Rapid Action Battalion and
police, in separate drives,
arrested two alleged robbers
along with arms in Shibpur
upazila, according to the
news agency.

Acting on a secret infor-
mation, police nabbed
Nurul Amin Nura, 30, along
with one shutter gun and
one bullet from his house at
Telia village in the upazila
early yesterday.

He was wanted in several
cases including for murder

and robbery.
In another drive, Rab-11

members arrested Al Amin,
25, along with a 9mm pistol
from Itakhola area in the
upazila. Later he was
handed over to police.

Tragic!

UNB, Habiganj

Failing to bear torture any-
more, a woman killed her
drug addict son at Atgharia
village in Sadar uapzila
Sunday night.

Police and witnesses said
Kashem Miah,22, the drug
addict son of widow Lal
Banu used to torture his
mother for realising money.
She had borrowed around Tk
50,000 for Kashem in the last
few months.

Kashem, who was also
engaged in gambling, locked
in an altercation with Lal
Banu when she refused to
give him money Sunday at

about 8:00pm.
At one stage, when

Kashem attempted to
attack his mother, she
lost her control and hit
her son with a lethal
weapon, leaving him
dead on the spot.
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