PHILIPPINES TYPHOON

Death toll
climbs to 23

AFP, Calumpit

Tens of thousands of people
in the Philippines battled
neck-deep floodwaters
yesterday in a chaotic after-
math to a ferocious typhoon
thatclaimed atleast 23 lives.

With some areas on the
outskirts of Manila deluged
with floods up to 1.5 metres
deep, authorities sent out
boats to rescue people
stranded on the roofs of their
houses.

Civil defence officials said
that more than 73,000 peo-
ple in Bulacan and nearby
provinces were affected by
the floods.

Nesat slammed into the
Philippines main island of
Luzon before dawn on
Tuesday, dumping enor-
mous amounts of rain over
the area that is home to 48
million people, before mov-
ing into the South China Sea
yesterday.

Five killed in
Delhi building
collapse

REUTERS, New Delhi

@he Baily Star
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A building in the old quarters
of Indian capital New Delhi
collapsed on Tuesday night,
killing at least five people and
injuring 25, police said.

Many of those hurt are
said to be in critical condi-
tion, and 20 people are
believed to be trapped inside
the building, police said. An
adjacent building has been
evacuated due to fears of a
similar collapse.

Federal telecoms Minister
Kapil Sibal was blocked by an
angry mob from entering a
local hospital where the
injured have been admitted,
TV channels said.

NDTV, citing police, said

City

ALLEGED TIES WITH HAQQANI MILITANTS

AFP, United Nations

More than 30,000 Pakistanis have been
killed by "the monster of terrorism" in
the past decade, Foreign Minister Hina
Rabbani Khar said Tuesday appealing
for greater international trust in her
government's efforts.

The minister set out Pakistan's case
to the UN General Assembly as her
government faced renewed US
demands that it clamp down on a
Pakistani-based group blamed for an
attack on the US embassyin Kabul.

"We must demonstrate complete
unity in ranks, avoid any recrimination,
build greater trust and more impor-
tantly bring about the requisite opera-
tional coordination in combating this
menace,"” Khar said.

"Otherwise onlythe terroristswill gain."

In a series of escalating rows,
Washington has accused Pakistan's
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Hina Rabbani Khar
Inter-Services Intelligence agency of
involvement in the September 13
attack on its embassy in Kabul and a
September 11 attack on a Nato base in
central Afghanistan.

Last week, the outgoing top US
military officer, Admiral Mike Mullen,
accused Pakistan of "exporting” violent
extremism to Afghanistan through
proxies and warned of possible action
to protect US troops.

Khar told the UN summit that "very

Indian tax evaders
feel the beat

The owner is alleged not to have paid

long-standing defaulters.

people who have not paid taxes.

paying the dues that they owe.

paid for years.

corporation amount to nearly $40m.

the BBC.

The authorities in the Indian city of
Bangalore are literally on a roll when it
comes to recovering property taxes from

They have deployed a group of workers
to drum outside the homes and offices of

The aim is to shame defaulters into

Corporation officials said that they were
using this unconventional and noisy
method to recover taxes that have not been

They say that taxes owed to the city
"The taxes recovered will be used to help

provide better civic amenities in the city,”
corporation Commissioner Siddaiah told

taxes for more than three years.

thisis shock treatment."

Officials say routine notices that were
sent out have been largely ignored by

defaulters.

inaction for more than an hour,

The agitated house owner rushed out to
confront them but it did not stop them

from performing.

faxes.

"I thought at first that it was a roadside

"We made enough noise outside to draw

the public's attention,” Siddaiah said.
"The more the noise, the more the

embarrassment for the owner as well as
their tenants," said one official. "In a way,

At a one upmarket home in the central
district of Bangalore, the drummers were

It is alleged that the defaulter owed the
corporation thousands of dollars in back

*INTERNATIONAL

- PAKISTAN'S DOUBLE-GAME

Pakistan pleads for trust
as US presses action

few countries have been ravaged by the
monster of terrorism as brutally as
Pakistan."

past decade, 6,500 were troops and
more than 3,600 were police and para-
military personnel.

"Our streets are filled with armed police
posts.We cannot enter our parks, or shop-

ping centres or churches or mosques
withoutbeingfrisked," she said.

headquarters, the White House was
renewing its criticism of the Pakistan
government.

"The Pakistani government needs to

Carney, accusing the "the Haqgani
network" of blame for attacks on the US

troops in Afghanistan.

Court rules
against Tata
in land case

AFP, Kolkata

. Afghanistan's political
" future.
embassy in Kabul and international -

. forces gradually withdraw

AnIndian court ruled yester-
day that Paschimbanga state
had acted legally in reclaim-
ing land where a car plant
had been planned, in a deci-
sion seen as a significant

defeat for big business.
Tata Motors had wanted

to build a factory at the
Singur site near the eastern
city of Kolkata, but it pulled
out in 2008 after violent
protests by activists and
evicted farmers who
claimed they had been
poorly compensated.

Tata, India's leading vehi-
cle maker, wanted to retain
the 1,000-acre (400-hectare)
Singur site, where it pumped

Treachery or strategy?

" REUTERS, Islamabad

. Washington has just about had it with
" Pakistan.

- "Turns out they are disloyal, deceptive and a
:danger to the United States," fumed
" Republican Representative Ted Poe last
- week. "We pay them to hate us. Now we pay

She said that among the 30,000 . them tobomb us.Let's not paythematall."

"innocent Pakistanis” killed over the °

For manyin America, Islamabad has been

- nothing short of perfidious since joining a
. strategic alliance with Washington 10 years
" ago: selectively cooperating in the war on
* extremist violence and taking billions of
- dollars in aid to do the job, while all the time
. sheltering and supporting Islamist militant

" groups that fight Nato troops in Afghanistan.
Virtually as Khar spoke at the UN .

Pakistan has angrily denied the charges,

. but if its critics are right, what could the
" explanation be for such duplicity? What
- strategic agendas might be hidden behind
. this puzzling statecraft?

take action to deal with the links that -
exist there," said spokesman Jay .

The answer is that Pakistan wants to
guarantee foritselfa stake in

It knows that, as US

from Afghanistan, ethnic groups will be
competing for ascendancy there and other
regional powers - from India to China and

Iran - will be jostling for a foot in the door.
Islamabad's support for the Taliban move-

ment in the 1990s gives it an outsized influ-
ence among Afghanistan's Pashtuns, who
make up about 42 percent of the total popu-
lation and who maintain close ties with their

Pakistani fellow tribesmen.

In particular, Pakistan's powerful military
is determined there should be no vacuum in
Afghanistan that could be filled by its arch-
foe, India.

INDIAFOCUS

Pakistan has fought three wars with its
neighbour since the bloody partition of the
subcontinent that led to the creation of the
country in 1947, and mutual suspicion still
hobbles relations between the two nuclear-
armed powers today.

Aqil Shah, a South Asia security expert at
the Harvard Society of Fellows, said
Islamabad's worst-case scenario would be
an Afghanistan controlled or dominated by
groups with ties to India, such as the Tajik-
dominated Northern Alliance, which it fears
would pursue activities hostile to Pakistan.

"Ideally, the military would like Afghanistan
to become a relatively stable satellite domi-

ANALYSIS

cially abandoned support for the predomi-
nantly Pashtun Taliban after the 9/11 attacks
on the United States in 2001, elements of the
military never made the doctrinal shift.

Until the Osama bin Laden story, there
appeared to be a grudging acceptance from
Washington that this was the inevitable
status quo.

Relations between Pakistan and the
United States have been stormy ever since,
culminating in a tirade by the outgoing US
joint chiefs of staff, Mike Mullen, last week.

Mullen described the Hagqani network as
a "veritable arm" of the ISI and accused
Islamabad of providing support for the
group's September 13 attack on the US
embassyin Kabul.

The reaction in Islamabad has been one
of stunned outrage.

Washington has not gone public with evi-
dence to back its accusation, and Pakistani
officials say that contacts with the Hagqani
group do notamount toactual support.

However, Imran Khan, a
Pakistani cricketer-turned-
populist-politician, said this
week that it was too much to
expect that old friends could
have become enemies overnight.

He told Reuters that, instead of demand-
ing that Pakistan attack the Hagqganis in the
mountainous border region of North
Waziristan, the United States should use
Islamabad’s leverage with the group to bring
the AfghanTaliban into negotiations.

"Hagqgani could be your ticket to getting
them on the negotiating table, which at the
moment they are refusing,” Khan said. "So I
think that is a much saner policy than to ask
Pakistan to try to take them on."

REGIONAL GAME

The big risk for the United States in berating
Islamabad is that it will exacerbate anti-
American sentiment, which already runs deep
in Pakistan, and perhaps emboldenit further.

CRaja Mohan, senior fellow at New Delhi's
Centre for Policy Research, said Pakistan was
probably gambling that the United States'
economic crisis and upcoming presidential
elections would distractWashington.

"The real game is unfolding on the
ground with the Americans. The Pakistan
army is betting that the United States does
not have too many choices and more
broadly that the USis on the decline, he said.

Itis also becoming clear that as Pakistan's
relations with Washington deteriorate, it can
fall back into the arms of its "all-weather
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