Man kills
father,
brother
in Natore

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Natore

A man killed his father and
younger brother over a land
dispute in Boraigram
upazila of the district early

yesterday.
The dead are Sattar

Hossain, 70, and his son

Shahadat Hossain, 27.
Police said Ibrahim

Hossain, 30, killed his
brother Shahadat by slitting
his throat at around 3:00am
when he (Shahadat) was
asleep at their Lotabaria

residence.
As Sattar rushed to the

room hearing Shahadat's
screams, Ibrahim pounced
on his father with a sharp
weapon and stabbed him
indiscriminately. Sattar died
on the way to Boraigram

Upazila Health Complex.
Ibrahim, who had a

long-drawn dispute with
his father and brother over
a piece of 10 decimal land,
went into hiding soon after
the killings, said Aminul
Islam, assistant superin-
tendent of police
(Boraigram circle).

Death sparks
protest

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

Death of a madrasa student
inaroad accident at Putiaon

Dhaka-Pakundia high-
way yesterday sparked pro-
testin the area.

Muhammad Anas Mia,
14, a student of local Mirdi
Fazil Madrasa, was crushed
under the wheels of a brick-
laden tractor on the road at
around 10:00am.

Hearing the news, teach-
ers and students of the
madrasa and locals rushed
to the spot, caught the driver
of the tractor and beat him
unconscious. They also
blocked the highway and set
the vehicle afire.

Police reached the spot at
around 10:30am and removed
the road barricade. They res-
cued tractor driver Al-Amin,
23, and sent him to Pakundi
Upazila Health Complex.

Police and local people
said Anas Mia, son of
Maulana Habibul Islam of
Burudia village under
Pakundia upazila, met with
the accident on his way to
the madrasa.

Amjad Hossain, officer-
in-charge (OC) of Pakundi
Police Station, said the law
enforcers dispersed the
agitating people from the
highway and brought the
situation under control.

Anas' body was sent to
Kishoreganj Adhunik Sadar
Hospital morgue for
autopsy.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Thousands of villagers
formed a human chain on
the bank of the Padma on
Sunday afternoon demand-
ing a 'permanent’' embank-
ment in Shara union to stop
devouring of their houses
and property.

The Padma devoured 65
more dwelling houses of
Shekherchak and Komorpur
villages in Shara union in
Ishwardi upazila in the last
three days.

Official sources said over
three hundred dwelling
houses in five villages of the
union went into the river in
the last two months.

Shara union parishad
chairman Md Jarjis Hossain
said the mighty Padma took

a serious turn in the last
three days and devoured

over 65 houses.
Massive erosion started

again on Thursday and
devoured 65 houses in
Sheklherchar and Komorpur
villages. Several other fami-
lies in the two villages
shifted their houses in fear of
erosion, Jarjis said.

At least 225 dwelling
houses and over 500 bighas
of croplands in
Shekherchar, Komorpur,
Arambaria, Gopalpur,
Majhdiarpara and Bilbangi
villages washed away in the
last two months following
the start of massive erosion
in August this year, the UP
chairman said.

Gopalpur mosque,
Majhdiarpara mosque and
Arambaria temple have

gone into the river while
more than 20 to 25 institu-
tions are facing the threat of
erosion in the villages, he

added.
“Iwas a solvent farmer till

a few days ago. The devastat-
ing Padma devoured my 13
bigha lands and dwelling
houses within two days.
Erosion has turned me into a
pauper”, Rupser Ali Khan,
an affected villager of
Shekherchar village who
joined the human chain,
said.

Like Rupser, thousands

other people of
Shekherchar, Arambaria,
Komorpur, Gopalpur,

Majhdiarpara, Bilbangi
villages in Shara union have
become victims of erosion as
the Padma devoured over

PHOTO: STAR
Erosion-hit people of Shekherchak and Komorpur villages in Shara union under Ishwardi upazila of Pabna form human

chain on the bank of the Padma on Sunday demanding a dyke to stop the mighty river from further erosion.

Pabna erosion victims form
human chain, demand dyke

3,000 dwelling houses and
over 5,000 bighas of cultiva-
ble lands of these villages
within the last 10 years, the
participants said.
Contacted, Ishwardi
upazila nirbahi officer
Md Zakir Hosain admit-
ted the need for a perma-
nent embankment in
Shara union. A proposal
in this regard has already
been submitted to the
relevant ministry, the

UNO said.
Lawmaker of Pabna-4

constituency Samsur
Rahman Sarif Dilu said thata
move is on for a project for
building a permanent

embankment.
"If the government allo-

cates fund, we shall try to

start construction this dry
season”, hesaid.
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PROCESSION, ROADBLOCK IN (GAIBANDHA

Students enforce hartal
for release of teacher

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

Students of Dharmapur
Abdul Jabber Degree College
yesterday enforced a dawn-
to-dusk hartal at
Dharmapur Bazar and
blocked Gaibandha-
Sundarganj road demand-
ing unconditional release of
the college's vice-principal.
The agitating students
blocked the road by placing
logs. Vehicular movement on
the road remained halted
during hartal hours, causing
immense sufferings to the
passengers. Schools, colleges,
shopsand banks at Dharmapur

Bazarwerealsoclosed.
The students took out a

procession and paraded the

bazar and its adjacent areas
demanding immediate
release of their teacher
Mahbuber Rahman Bablu.
Local people also joined the

procession.
Detective branch of police

arrested Vice-Principal
Mahbuber Rahman Bablu on
September 15, suspecting his
involvement in rape and
murder ofa girl.

Police recovered the
decomposed body of the
girl, Fency Begum, 8, daugh-
ter of Firoz Mia of
Kalirkhamar village in the
upazila, from a septic tank
on the college campus on
September 8.

Police quoted case state-
ment as saying that Fency

went to a union parishad
office near Dhamapur Bazar
on September 4 to see the
distribution of rice under
VGF programme and since
then she remained missing.

According to autopsy
report, Fency was strangled
after rape. After the incident,
the criminals dumped the
body into the septic tank,
police said.

Students of the college
said Vice-Principal
Mahbuber Rahman Bablu
was in noway involved in the
rape and murder of the girl.
“Law enforcers are trying to
implicate our teacher in a
false case. He is innocent. We
demand his unconditional

release,” they said.

Headmaster
murdered

UNB, Khulna

A schoolteacher, abducted
from Rayermahal area under
Sonadanga Police Station on
Sunday, was found dead in
Rajghat area near Khulna-

Satkhira highway yesterday.
The victim was identified

as Sikander Ali, 50, head-
master of Rayermahal
Primary School.

Police said a gang of crim-
inals picked up Sikander
from the area Sunday after-
noon. Being informed by
locals, Botiaghata police
recovered the body from
Rajghat area near Khulna-
Satkhira highway at around

11:00am yesterday.
The body was sent to

Khulna Medical College
and Hospital morgue for
autopsy. Police said the
body bore stab injury
marks.

Human chain in
flood water

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Students of a school in Tala
upazila yesterday formed a
human chain in the flood
water in front of their school
demanding steps to remove
waterlogging and resump-
tion of academic activities.

The school remained
submerged since rain water
and waters from silted
Kabodak and Batna rivers
entered the areas overflow-
ing their banks on August 2.

Academic activities of over
400 students of Bangabandhu
Peshabhittik High School are
being hampered due to the
waterlogging, said headmis-
tress Laila Parvin Sejuti.

Due to the closure, the
students of the school can-
not make them prepare for

the ensuing JSC examina-
tion, SSC examination and
school final examinations,
said Animesh Sarkar, a class
ten student of the school.
The other students said
they cannot study properly
as they have been residing
with their parents at make-
shift huts on Khulna-
Satkhira road as their houses

collapsed due to the flood.
Study of over 1,00,000

students in flood affected Tala
upazila, is being hampered as
48 educational institutions
are still waterlogged, officials
said.

Besides this, 45 primary
schools, 20 high schools, 10
madrasas and three colleges
have been made temporary
shelter for the homeless
people, they said.

Obscene dance, gambling at jatra

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narail

said Md Asaduzzaman, chairman of

Obscene dance and gambling are being
held in the name of jatra (open air
drama) at Mithapur Bazar in Naldi
union under Lohagara upazila and
Peruli School field in Peruli union

under Kalia upazila of the district.
Although the district administra-

tion gave permission only for jatra at
the two spots, the immoral activities
are held openly every night and the
high sounds of loudspeakers causes
nuisance for the locals, said officials

and locals.

"Every night obscene dance and
gambling are arranged at Mithapur
Bazar while police from nearby Naldi
outpost attend there and take bribe.
Now the area sees increase of theft as
many youths are craving for money to
join there, especially for gambling,”

village said.

Naldi union parishad.
Gambling in the name of raffle draw,

housy, cards and roulette is arranged
and obscene dances are shown at sev-
eral stalls, Abdur Rahman of Mithapur

Contacted over phone, Naldi union
Awami League president Abul Kalam
Azad, also president of the jatra com-

mittee, said only jatra was being per-

formed there. He declined to say further.
On the midnight of September 24 a

mobile court led by a magistrate raided
Mithapur jatra spot and arrested
Muktar Ali from a gambling table while

others managed to flee.
Several villagers said the immoral

activities resumed shortly after the

magistrate left the place.
Obscene dance and gambling are

also held openly at Peruli School field

in the name of jatra although there is a

police outpost nearit.
During a visit to the two jatra spots

on Sunday, this correspondent saw that

all were occurred here openly.
Locals have urged the authorities

to stop these obscene and illegal

activities.
Additional Superintendent of Police

(Circle) in Narail Tariqul Islam said,
"We raided Mithapur jatra venue and
arrested one. We are hopeful to take

further step soon."
Deputy Commissioner Md

Zohirul Haque said, "I have heard
the matter. They have been given
permission for jatra programme

only. I will see the matter.”
Arun Kumar Mondol, Lohagara

upazila nirbahi officer, said he
knows nothing about the jatra or its
permission.
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Rape of hill
woman
protested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Leaders of Hill Women's
Federation (HWF) at a rally
in the town yesterday
demanded arrest and pun-
ishment of the culprits who
raped a hill woman in
Karkapara area under
Panchhari upazila on

Saturday.
The speakers at the rally

said, torture on hill women
had beenrising day by dayin
the area as the local admin-
istration refrained from
taking any legal action

against the criminals.
Later, the party leaders,

activists and several hun-
dred hill women and school-
girls brought out a protest
procession from Shanirbar
Bazar area and paraded
different streets of the dis-

trict town.
Wife of Pusparanjan

Tripura was raped at her
house in absence of her
husband. Officer in-charge
of Panchhari police station
Alamgir Hossain said, the
victim filed a case with the
police station on Sunday.
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