Indian home
minister
otfers to quit

AGENCIES, New Delhi

Home minister Palaniappan
Chidambaram offered to
resign yesterday, television
channel CNN-IBN reported
citing unnamed sources,
after a document emerged
that suggested he failed to
stop a multi-billion dollar
scam over telecoms con-
tracts.

Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who returned
home yesterday from his US
trip, did not comment on the
controversy created by his
ministry's note on 2G spec-
trum allocation.

The note to the PMO from
the finance ministry says
that the airwaves could have
been auctioned in 2008 if
Chidambaram, who was
then the finance minister,
had "stuck to hisstand”.

Mukherjee indicated that
he would hold a press confer-
ence to clear the air about the
note on the 2G spectrum sent
by his ministry to the Prime
Minister's Office.
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PHOTO: AFP
Pak Interior Minister Rehman Malik (L) holds a Chinese flag as he greets Chinese Minister of Public Security
Meng Jianzhu at an airbase in Rawalpindi yesterday. Pakistani officials have been meeting with ambassadors
and other foreign dignitaries seeking diplomatic support amid a row over alleged connections with militants.

to kill me'

TNN, Kolkata

Paschimbanga chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee said
Maoists target. "They are
trying to kill me," Banerjee
said in a television interview
this morning.

She claimed that she and
the union minister of state

Road mayhem
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who responded with
brickbats. Law enforcers also
picked up 29 students from
Sutrapur and Kotwali areas for
vandalising cars and
obstructing traffic movement,
police sources said.

The situation, however,
became normal after
11:00am when police took
control of the entire area,
locals said.

On Sunday, nearly 3,000
students of the university
closed a number of city
streets and smashed some 20
vehicles demanding govern-
ment funding for the institu-
tion beyond 2012, ridding its
dormitories of illegal occupi-
ers, removal of the branch

office of Bangladesh Bank

for shipping, Mukul Roy, from the campus and supply
were living under threat. of adequate number of buses
She was reacting to the | [ortheirtransport.
two murders in Jangalmahal Around 30 students were
ey ! injured when police charged
Smff ;Et ;i:.rgeh[tl:le it dopol truncheons to disperse the

my blood to fight Maoism. I
am not scared of death. I will
ensure that peace returns to

students that day. Twenty
students were detained from
different parts of the city on
the first day of the protest.

Jangalmahal," she chal- According to the Jagannath
lenged the Maoists. "I have Uﬂi"ﬂfs_it}’diﬁﬂ: the govern-

: ment will discontinue funding
e e it after 2012 and the university

peace and dialogue, but the
Maoists are not willing to
walk on that path," she said.

will have to run on its own
income,.
A number of students,

however, said their move-
ment will continue until the
government meets their
demands.

They said they want imme-
diate fulfilment of their
demands, and that they are not
satisfied with the assurance of
the education minister and the
university authorities.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid on Sunday said
the decision on funding
Jagannath University will be
made after consulting all
stakeholders.

"I spoke to the university's
vice-chancellor and the
members of the University
Grants Commission. We will
find a way to solve this prob-
lem through discussions with
everyone,” he told journalists
on Sunday.

JnU Proctor Ashok Kumar
Saha termed yesterday's
violence ill-motivated, say-
ing a negotiation with the
government on funding issue
isunderway.

“Somebody might have
influenced the students to
destabilise the campus and
the country”, he added.

Vice-chancellor Prof
Mejbah Uddin Ahmed said
some militants and those
who want to thwart the war

crimes trial were behind the
vandalism.

Tahrir seen

FROM PAGE 20
Over 80 percent of them

agreed that terrorism is a
threat to national security;
and 68 percent said that
wrong interpretations of
Islam are a root cause of

terrorism in the country.
Almost half of the

respondents identified
poor illiteracy and poverty
as major reasons behind
terrorism, while some 44
percent identified
politicisation of Islam and
40 percent pointed at inter-
national terrorism as the

root cause.
Around 33 percent of the

respondents believe that
Bangladesh is still a safe
country to live in. But some
22 percent said the country
is gradually becoming

unsafe.
One in five respondents

said they have “experi-
enced” terrorism and crim-
inal related activities.

Wing Commander Zakir
Hassan, director of the Air
Wing of Rapid Action
Battalion, said militant
activities in the country are
“under control”. But he

agreed that Hizb ut-Tahrir
isa point of “big concern”.

“Their movements are
very sophisticated, and
their members are highly
educated and motivated.
They hold high positions in
the society. You cannot deal
with them in the same way
you deal with others,” he
said.

The organisation has its
own constitution, educa-
tional and economic poli-
cies; it has the ability to
exploit intellectual, eco-
nomic and political oppor-
tunities. It also has a strong
presence around educa-
tional hubs particularly on
university campuses, the

speakers said.
Their publications and

ideologies should be stud-
ied very closely to produce
a “counter ideology”, they
added.

BEI President Farooq
Sobhan, Danish
Ambassador in Dhaka
Svend Olling and BEI
research director Faiz
Sobhan were among the
speakers.
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Pakistan detfies US

Says 'will not launch' Haqgqani offensive

AFP, slamabad

Pakistan will not launch an offensive
against Haqgani extremists despite
Washington ramping up the pressure
after a series of attacks on US targets in
Afghanistan, an official said yesterday.

The US and Pakistan are key allies in
the war against Islamist militants in
Afghanistan, but their relationship is
often troubled and hit new depths after
the killing of Osama bin Laden in a
covert US raid in Pakistan in May.

Pakistan's army chief of staff gath-
ered together his top generals in an
extraordinary meeting at the weekend
after a series of stinging rebukes from
the Americans blaming the Haqqanis
and Pakistani intelligence for recent
attacks.

Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani is
now expected to call a rare cross-party
conference, although he has dismissed
the American allegations as little more
than finding a scapegoat for US "disar-
ray" inthe 10-year war in Afghanistan.

"I don't think the indicators are as
such," a senior Pakistani security offi-
cial told AFP when asked if the army was
going to launch an operation in North
Waziristan, near the Afghan border,
where the Haqqganileadership is based.

Instead, he said, the military needs to
"consolidate gains" made against local
militants who pose a security threat
elsewhere in Pakistan's lawless tribal
belt that Washington has branded an al-
Qaeda headquarters.

Pakistan has around 140,000 troops
based in its troubled northwest and says
more than 3,000 soldiers have been
killed since 2001 -- more than the 2,735
Western soldiers to have died fighting
theTaliban in Afghanistan.

General James Mattis, commander of
the US Central Command which over-
sees the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
on Sunday became the most senior US
commander to hold talks with Pakistani
generals in Islamabad since last week's
public US accusations of Pakistani
involvement with the Haqganis.

After the talks, General Khalid
Shameem Wyne, chairman of Pakistan's
Joint Chiefs of Staff, expressed concern
about "negative statements" and said
"irritants” in the US relationship come
from an "extremely complex situation”.

In a curt Pakistani statement, the
military said it was committed to
achieving "enduring peace in the

region” -- something it said was only
possible "through mutual trust and
cooperation”.

In the latest in a series of rows,
Washington accused Pakistan's Inter-
Services Intelligence agency of involve-
ment in the September 13 attack on its
embassy in Kabul, raising tensions to a
new level.

The White House demanded Friday
that Pakistan "break any link they have"
with the Haqganis, which was founded
by former CIA asset Jalaluddin Haqqgani
and is today run by his son Sirajuddin --
based in North Waziristan.

But the Pakistani official told AFP that
troops were too busy countering cross-
border attacks from Afghanistan and
local Pakistani militants in other parts of
the tribal belt to take on the Haqqganis.

The outgoing top US military officer,
Admiral Mike Mullen, bluntly accused
Pakistan of "exporting" violent extrem-
ism to Afghanistan through proxies
and warned of possible action to pro-
tect US troops.
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1 Poverty | 01 Grade-10 Direct Upto | Masters in Social
and Tk 13500.00 | Recruitment | 35 | Sciences/public

Gender years | health. At least five

Officer years of relevant

experience poverty
and gender,

preferably in a

bilateral or a

multilateral project.

2 | Accountant| 01 Grade-14 Director | Upto | Will have at least

Tk 9350.00 | Recruitment | 33 | bachelor degree in

commerce with at
least 3 years of
accountant
experience
preferably in a
foreign aided
project. Being well
versed with
computerized
financial
management
system would be
preferred.
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