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Tagore Dance Drama

Venue: National Theatre Hall,

gali stage. Rashid said that everyday
they staged the play at noon, but the
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Group Art Exhibition

Organiser: Studio 48
Title: Reminiscence of Childhoad
Venue: Shilpangan Gallery,

“The Distant Near” is an attempt to
see Shakespeare through the eyes of
Rabindranath who, although separated
by centuries and two different cultures,

dox attitude, the local audience loved
such experimentation, especially, on
Shakespeare.

According to Rashid, at the festival,
all the plays were experimental -- both

Bengal Foundation and Skira
Editore (of Milan, Italy) launched
their first joint production, "My

Chief guest at the programme,
Education Minister Nurul Islam
Nahid, along with special guest,
Italian Ambassador to Bangla-
desh, Giorgio Guglielmino; Ben-
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Theatre

Play: A Man For All Seasons
Troupe: Prachyanat

Venue: Experimental Theatre
Hall, Shilpakala Academy
Date: September 26
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Bangla Theatre has produced a
monodrama, titled “The Distant Near”,
highlighting two creative titans --
Rabindranath Tagore and William
Shakespeare. The play has been written
by Shahidul Mamun, and directed,
designed by Faiz Zahir. Amit Mallick
directed the music. Seasoned actor

Distant Near” featured at the presti-
gious Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2011,
held last month.

The troupe held seven shows at the
festival and several more in London
and Oxfordshire. After a nearly month-
long stay in UK, Rashid and his troupe
returned home recently.

In an interview with The Daily Star,
the veteran actor gave a take on the
play's success and different aspects of

mances were on in about 300 venues!
All the available spaces had been
turned into stages; theatre companies
designed the given space to meet their
own convenience. The whole city was
in a festive mood,” said Rashid about
the colours of the festival.

The authorities arranged for the
theatre companies at the festival to
stage at least seven shows of their
respective productions so that a larger

the venue, located at the city centre,
and the epicentre of the festival.
Rashid said that to accommodate
the large number of shows at least
seven companies had to perform at
one particular venue. Everyday the
show started at noon and continued till
around 9pm. A one million-strong
audience had options to choose from
2,500 shows, while 21,000 performers
displayed their skills. Nearly 1.9 million

actor's typical Bangladeshi diction, as
they termed it a "post-colonial atti-
tude.”

About the other interesting side-
lights of the festival, Rashid said that a
solo concert of Pandit Ravi Shankar
was the most impressive experience.
“He is in his 90s. But when he started to
play there was radiance all over as if he
was in his youth. It was a great oppor-
tunity for me.”

The actor said that he would like to

ing this book. I believe joint ini-
tiatives such as this will take our
art, culture and all creative work
forward,” said Nurul Islam Nahid.
Terming Shahidul Alam as “a
master of Bangladesh's visual
arts,” Giorgio Guglielmino
described the book as an
extremely beautiful piece of art.
“I'm proud to be a part of this
book, which deals with the per-
sonal stories of Shahidul Alam.

Prior to the book launch, direc-
tor general of Bengal Foundation,
Luva Nahid Chowdhury, wel-
comed the guests and delivered
an introductory speech.

“Dr. Shahidul Alam set up the
award-winning Drik Picture
Library, the Bangladesh Photo-
graphic Institute, and Pathshala
(the South Asian Media Academy)
-- that is considered one of the

terparts from across the globe. We

ward,” said Chowdhury.

The book is the first of a series
of 40 volumes that Skira Editore
and Bengal Foundation have
agreed to co-publish over the
next 10 years. Skira Editore is one
of the oldest and most prestigious
publishing houses that special-
ises in fine arts related books.

As part of the agreement, a
series of high quality books

these books globally.

Francaise de Dhaka, Dhanmondi o 5 B Sl L B The Bangla Theatre production was tive. °I congratulate both Bengal .0 2 ver of Skira's Asia hope that this book will take Founded in 1928 by Albert
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Time: 3-9pm Pacific region. Shahidul Alam's mission for- Skira, Skira Editore’s earliest

editions are legendary: Ovid's
“Metamorphosis”, illustrated with
30 original engravings by Pablo
Picasso (1930) and "Poésies” by
Stéphane Mallarmé, illustrated
with 29 original etchings by Henri
Matisse (1932). Its first office in
Paris became a creative hub. This
gave birth to the legendary art
review Minotaure, which pub-
lished the works of numerous
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Human rights organisation, Ain 0 Salish Kendra (ASK), celebrated its silver jubilee
through a two-day programme featuring procession, discussion, musical
performances and drama. Internationally renowned Sri Lankan human rights
campaigner Sunila Abeysekera addressed the function as the key speaker at
Chhayanaut auditorium on September 23, while activists and members of ASK staged
the Tagore drama “Tash-er Desh” at Rabindra Sarobar Moncho on the following day.

recognition for his rendition of the song “Bondhu
Hotey Cheye Tomar” (written by Md. Rafiquzzaman
in 1975), and earned a place in the hearts of music
connoisseurs. He started doing playback in 1974,
with the film "Shurjograhan”. Nandi won National
Film Award (Best Singer) in 1984 for his song in
“Mahanayak’, and again in 1986 for his song in the
film “Shubhoda’. His contribution to Bangladesh
Betar (radio), TV, films, stage shows and the record-
ing industry has been immense.

Subir Nandi's performance at IGCC comprised of
a repertoire of adhunik songs, bhajan, thumri and
popular Bangla songs of yesteryears. His renditions
of songs such as “0Oi Mohashindhur Opar Theke",
“Amar Ei Du'ti Chokh”, "Din Jaye Kotha Thakey”, "Ami
Brishtir Kachh Theke Kandte Shikhechhi” and more
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08:00 Drama Serial: Quick

1998, Singh suffered a heart attack following
which, doctors believe, he may be on blood
thinners that could cause bleeding.

Industry sources say that earlier in 2007 too,
Singh had to be hospitalised following blood
circulation issues.

Singers Anup Jalota and Ghulam Ali visited
Singh at the hospital. Singh and his singer wife
Chitra shot to limelight in the '70s with their
ghazals. He went on to win the Padma Bhushan
award in 2003,

10:30 Man Woman Wild
11:30 Anatomical Travelogues

within the skull. "We were told by the doctors
treating him that this kind of bleeding could
occur when a blood vessel within the skull is
broken or leaking,” said a source.

The 70-year-old singer has been ailing from
high blood pressure, a known cause for hemor-
rhagic strokes, for some time now. Singh was
rushed to the Lilavati Hospital at 3am on Friday
in an unconscious state.

Till Saturday afternoon, Singh was operated
on twice by a team of doctors, and the pressure
on the skull released.

Hospital authorities declined to comment on
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Elton John's life to get
big screen treatment

Sir Elton John's life is to be
turned into “a radically differ-
ent kind of biopic,” reports LA
website Deadline.
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the use of musical sequences,
centred on Sir Elton's hit
songs, to tell the story of the
child prodigy who became a
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Dr. Asit Roy casts a spell
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Steve Hamilton Shaw, who
will produce with Furnish,

a manner similar to his video
for the single “This Train Don't
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Singh a speedy recovery.
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“transport people through the 11:000m

many intense experiences...
that helped define Elton.”

“Rocketman” marks the
second collaboration between
Sir Elton and Hall. The singer
wrote the award-winning
score for the musical adapta-
tion of “Billy Elliot".

Plans for the film include

where Boy”, about John

Lennon, and “I'm Not There”,

based on the life of Bob Dylan.
A film about the life of

by Badol Kumar Pramanik of Sruti
Shondha Sangeet Niketan, and lastly Dr.
Asit Roy performed.

Sruti Shondha Sangeet Niketan and
Anandodhara Sangeet Niketan jointly
organised the event. Deputy Commis-
sioner, Narail, Zahurul Haque was pres-
ent at the function as chief guest. Assis-
tant District Magistrate Khondokar
Hasnat Tarik ndc, Md. Masudul Kabir
and Professor Prodyut Bhattacharya,
among others, spoke on the occasion.

Writers' conference in Chuadanga
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in Alamdanga.

Anirban Shahitya Shangshad
organised the programme. Poets,
authors of children's literature and
novelists took part in the event.
Mujibul Haq, president of Anirban
Shahitya Shangshad, presided over
the programme. Igbal Atahar, a
literary personality and also presi-

Dr. Asit Roy, Associate Professor, Theatre dent of Chuadanga Shahitya

and Music Department of Rajshahi Univer-
sity, cast a spell on the audience with his
performance ata classical music soiree at
Narail District Auditorium on September 23.
The event, which saw a large turnout,
ran till 11pm. Dr. Aurobindo Banerjee of
Sur O Dhoni Sangeet Niketan, Jessore
was the first to perform. He was followed

12:30pm  Taroka Kothon
BANGLAVISION
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Desh TV

Parishad, was chief guest. ! .
5 Queen frontman Freddie Mer-

cury is currently being written
by Peter Morgan, with Sacha
Baron Cohen in the lead role.

A daylong writers' conference
was held in Chuadanga on
Friday.

Writers from wvarious parts of
Chuadanga and adjacent districts
participated in the conference held
at Zehala Union Parishad Complex

The programme also included
reading from books by the partici-

Rty 11:45pm  Shoja Kotha

Boishakhi TV

12:00am  Zero Hour
Maasranga Television
07:30pm  Prime lssue
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cultural event, which featured folk
and baul songs as well as dance
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performances.



