A
I

0 iARTS

1

Venue: National Theatre Hall,

Fortid
¥ 5 -5

A

y
a

ENTERTAINMENT

Giasuddin Selim became a much-discussed director

TDS: How far have you got with your new ven-
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already embarked on his second film "Kajol Rekha’.

The helmer visited The Daily Star (TDS) recently
to discuss the problems and prospects of
Bangladeshi film industry. What follows is an
excerpt from the conversation.

TDS: Why did you shift from making TV serials
to film?

Selim: It wasn't a sudden move. I dreamt about
filmmaking ever since I started my career in TV. I
also harboured a dream to become a theatre direc-
tor. [ was born and raised in Feni. [ was involved

Rekha. It's a period film: we're going back 300-400
years. We'll need a lot of money. Hence, the pro-
ducer is not ready. If I'm going to make a Tk two
crore film, finding an investor won't be that difficult.
But if I want Tk four crore for a film, it'll be hard to
get a producer.

TDS: People used to go to movie theatres with
their families before. They still do if there is a good
film, right?

Selim: Exactly. People went to cinema halls to

serving the authentic lyrics of Lalon.
Shah had listed these songs in his book
“Lalon Sangeet” (three volumes). He
used the manuscripts of Fakir
Maniruddin Shah, a direct disciple of
Lalon. Maniruddin Shah was authorised
by Lalon to write down his verses for
documentation.

Montu Shah has been involved with
this documentation since 1960. Under

Among the bauls, Montu Shah's
memories will forever remain because
of his relentless struggle to establish
the rights of real bauls to Lalon's den.
He started a movement in 1985 when
local administration ousted bauls from
the shrine.

Lalon expert and Professor of Bangla
at Islamic University, Dr. Abul Ahsan
Choudhury, expressed his deep shock at
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But [ believed that the people of our country love
good stories. If you are a good storyteller, people are

S.M. Solaiman recalleo

to its fullest and bring back the golden days of
cinema for our people.
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arranged the programme to observe the
58th birth anniversary, as well as 10th
death anniversary, of Solaiman. A motiva-
tion award named after the theatre person-
ality was conferred at the first day's
programme.

Actress and director Tropa Majumdar
received this year's motivation award for
her contribution to theatre. Theatre Art
Unit has been conferring the award since
2005.

The opening programme was held at the
Experimental Theatre Hall of the academy.
Noted author Syed Shamsul Haq was chief

ism. Heera said that Solaiman’s plays
should be staged widely across the country.
Objecting to Heera's observation that
Solaiman was a follower of Marxism,
Mamunur Rashid said, "His (Solaiman’s)
creations surpassed the boundaries of
labels. He introduced a new concept.”
Praising Solaiman's satires as unique,
Syed Shamsul Haq suggested that it would
be a good topic for M.Phil students.
Rokeya Rafique, chief of Theatre Art
Unit, presided over the inaugural
programime.
The second part of the first day's

husband Nasor goes to Burma (Myanmar)
and marries another woman named Akin.
Amina's struggle as an abandoned wife
begins; yet she patiently awaits the return
of her husband. She has to face the lechers,
who want to take advantage of her.

The cast included Selim Mahbub,
Shimul Khan, Chandan Reza, Ilma
Hossain.

On the second day, the troupe staged its
acclaimed play “Court Martial” at the Stu-
dio Theatre Hall. An open discussion on
Solaiman's life and works was held prior to
the staging of the play.

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm
News (English): 9:00 am,
6:00 pm.

11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,
11:00pm

held at Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre, in the capital on
October 22, according to S.M.N. Islam
James, organiser of the programme.

James, chairman of Web Entertainment
Limited, said, "Srikanto Acharya is popular
in both Kolkata and Dhaka. Fahmida Nabi is
a versatile singer. The duo will present
adhunik Bangla songs. They would also
render Tagore and Nazrul songs. Fahmida
Nabi will perform the timeless Bangla songs
originally recorded by her father, the late
Mahmudunnabi. The artistes would render
several duets at the programme as well.”
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