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A failure ot politics
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on how strongly the party

calling it feels about the situa-
tion, or there is no hartal at all.
But now the BNP has let us in
on the thought that hartals can
on certain occasions be short-
ened, even if only for an hour.
You could say that a certain
liberalisation has come into
the hartal tradition. Perhaps
this unprecedented act will in
course of time become a pre-
cedent for other parties to
followin the timesbefore us.

On a deeper analysis,
though, we as a people --
and this despite the diversity
of our individual and collec-
tive political beliefs -- are
properly mystified by the
reasons trotted out to
explain this slicing away of
an hour from what had been
scheduled to be a 12-hour
shutdown across the coun-
try. There was the matter of a
diplomatic reception organ-
ised by an influential foreign
mission in Bangladesh. And
then there was the excite-
ment of a cultural
programme where a promi-
nent visitor from abroad was
expected to fly in and regale
us with his ghazals.

As a people noted for
polite behaviour, especially
a demonstration of deep
respect towards people from
other lands, we are happy
that BNP was magnanimous
enough to take an hour off its
programme. The gesture,
surprising though it was,
was unquestionably noble.

And vyet, as we reflect on
the 11-hour hartal, we call
forth the audacity in our-
selves to ask why our politi-
cal parties have never
heeded the many calls we
have made over the years for
them to turn away from
using hartals as a weapon of
agitation. Patients in hospi-
tals have suffered, students
have been compelled to stay

away from classes, commu-
ters have been left high and
dry on streets tense and
bereft of transport, busi-
nesses have taken a bad
mauling -- all because of the
ubiquitous nature of hartals.
Our protests have not been
taken into account, not now,
notinyears gone by.

Give your memory a good
shake. In her first stint as
prime minister, Sheikh
Hasina told us, to much
cheer and celebration, that
even if her party went into
opposition, it would never
resort to hartals again. And
in all her time as prime min-
ister, Khaleda Zia never let us
forget the damage hartals
were causing the national
economy. We were ready to
believe that our future was
finally in safe hands, that
both Sheikh Hasina and
Begum Zia would together
or single-handedlylead usto
avalley of rainbow dreams.

We were wrong to be
taken in by those promises.
Awami League conveniently
forgot the no-hartal promise
the moment it went back
into opposition in October
2001. And BNPE every time it
lost elections and went into
opposition, chanced on the
discovery that hartals were
the most potent way of keep-
ingitselfin circulation.

Neither party stopped to
think of the exasperation, the
pain and the disillusionment
it was always putting the
nation to due to its reluctance
to take citizen's sentiments
into account. The conse-
quences have been bad, for all
of us. The politicians' unwill-
ingness or inability to under-
stand the severe ramifications
of an employment of the
hartal weapon has pushed us
into being a backwater in
South Asia, into being an
emblem of instability which
keeps embarrassing us before

the world. Meanwhile, the
world passesusby:.

The hartal culture has
spawned other ailments
among the nation's political
classes. For one thing, it has
ensured that the political
opposition, be it Awami
League or BNE deliberately
and endlessly stays away from
parliament. For another, it has
had politics degenerate into a
personalised affair, to a point
where the head of govern-
ment and the leader of the
opposition do not meet, do
not exchange greetings and
do not reflect together on the
nation's future. There are
perfectly democratic-minded
individuals in both Awami
League and BNP, people
whose camaraderie on social
occasions is often surprisingly
admirable. In the public
domain, though, they have
never been able to emerge
from the shadows of their
party chiefs. Whichisa pity.

Charles de Gaulle, ques-
tioned about his attitude to
political opposition to his
policies once, remarked rather
enigmatically, “I respect peo-
plewho disagree with me, butI
cannottolerate them.”

In Bangladesh, respect
between and among politi-
cians has been a perpetual
casualty; and intolerance
has set in as somewhat of a
tradition. Opposition politi-
cians do not hesitate to turn
their backs on parliament;
and hartals are considered a
vehicle to the future, which
gets to be increasingly
darker with our democracy
rapidly getting wrapped in
illiberality's coarse garment.

Partisan politics at all
levels keeps the door effec-
tively shut to an emergence
of decisive, purposeful and
enlightening national lead-
ership in this land of shat-
tered aspirations resting on
a continuity of dreams.

Cops, mobile courts
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supporters from bringing out
processions or demonstrat-
ing against the government.
Presence of opposition men
on the streets was very thin
yesterday while ruling Awami
League and its associated
bodies brought out anti-hartal
processionsin the capital.
Mobile courts sentenced
five people to jail in the city
and fined them too on differ-
ent terms in connection with
“trying to create anarchy’,
police said, adding that 20
others were also arrested
yesterday in the capital.
Police headquarters sources
said around 200 people were
arrested nationwide.
Schools and businesses
remained closed country-
wide during the hartal called
to protest the recent hike in
fuel prices, the share market
scam and repression on

opposition activists.

However, BNP thanked
people for “observing the
hartal spontaneously” and
announced further nation-
wide demonstration
programmes for Saturday to
protest arrests and attacks on
opposition supporters in
connection with observing
yesterday's hartal.

At a press briefing in the
BNP central office, party
acting Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
claimed that cadres of the
ruling Awami League killed
BNP leader Farid Joarder, also
a schoolteacher, at Gournadi
of Barisal yesterday.

He claimed that at least
500 BNP activists, including
130 in the capital, were
arrested and 450 workers
were injured since Tuesday.

Transport to and from
Dhaka was almost suspended

Maiden N'ganj city
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The last day for filing nomi-
nations has been set for
October 2 and the last day for
withdrawal of candidature is
October 12. Election officials
will scrutinise applications
on October4 and 5.

Thegovernmentinearly May
upgraded Narayanganj munici-
pality to city corporation, abol-
ishing Narayanganj and
Siddhirganjmunicipalities.

According to the Local
Government (City
Corporation) Act, 2009, elec-
tion to NCC must be held in
180 days since the date of
declaringit a city corporation.

Over 4 lakh voters are
entitled to exercise their
franchise to elect a mayor, 27
councillors for as many gen-
eral wards and nine council-
lors for as many wards
reserved for women.

CEC Huda said prospective
candidates will not be allowed
to bring out procession or make
showdown on the day of filing
nomination papers.

Responding to a query, the
CEC said they do not have any
plan to ask the government
forarmy deployment to main-
tain security during the polls.

Some executive and judi-
cial magistrates will be
deployed to prevent violation
ofelectoral code of conduct, he
mentioned adding, several
committees will be formed to
monitor the election expendi-
tures of the mayoral and coun-
cillor aspirants.

Two election commis-
sioners Muhammed Sohul
Hussein and Brig Gen (retd)
M Sakhawat Hossain were
presentin the press briefing.

Since the declaration of
NCC, local Awami League
and BNP leaders have started
working to prepare the
ground for the upcoming
battle of ballots.

The prevailing atmosphere
in the town suggests candi-
dates backed by the two major
parties will join the electoral
race, which would trigger a
heated political campaign.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

L]

Requirements

European garment buying agency with its head office in China is looking for a
COUNTRY MANAGER for there Dhaka office.

The successful candidate will be responsible for the daily operation of the office and
the core responsibilities are:

To be able to demonstrate leadership qualities and have good interpersonal skills
To work closely with European buyers to ensure that all commitments are honored

« To maintain a good relationship with our Bangladeshi suppliers which includes
sourcing new suppliers, price negotiation, regular supplier's update

« To report to the head-office on a monthly basis

¢ Must have completed tertiary education at a reputed University

» Must have at least 10 years senior managerial experience in garments (knit/woven)
with a minimum of 3 years as Country Manager

» Be self motivated and be able to work under pressure

» Have in-depth knowledge of the garment industry in Bangladesh including
sourcing, negotiating, garment costing and production process

* Previous exposure to working with European clients is an advantage
» Must be fluent in English and proficient in Microsoft Office

A generous salary package will be offered to the right candidate.

Please e-mail your detailed resume with expected salary and date of availability to:
hratdac@gmail.com before 30/09/2011.

Applicants not invited before 7/10/2011 may consider their application as unsuccessful.

Development.

NOTICE FOR

AT TEKNAF

An International Organization wants to sale 5.00 Acres
(2,17,780.00 sft.) of its own freehold / untroubled land at
south-east corner point of Cox's Bazar-Teknaf Road and Main
Road, Teknaf Pourashava (in between Upzilla Health Complex
& Upzilla Parishad and opposite to Abdullah Brothers Petrol
Pump), Teknaf. The land is suitable for Waterfront Structures,
Hotel, Motel, Seaside Resort and Facilities or any Commercial

Interested party / parties are requested to submit the price offer
of the land through email or in person to the under mentioned
office by October 09, 2011. After preliminary evaluation the
suitable party / parties will be called for negotiation.

Interested party / parties may visit the site / land before
submitting the quotation at their convenience.

Director, Finance

International Centre for Diarrhoeal

Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B)

68, Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Sarani
Mohakhali, Dhaka - 1212, Bangladesh
Tel: +880 2 9882397 / +880 2 989 5470, Fax:+880 2 881 2530
E-mail: simba@icddrb.org/matin@icddrb.org

THE INITRRUTE OF

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

The Institute  will

THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS OF BANGLADESH (ICAB)

NOTICE
PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS

hold
Examinations from Saturday, 10th December 2011 at
Dhaka and Chittagong Centres.
admission to the examinations will be received in
prescribed forms at the following addresses upto
Sunday, 16 October 2011.

its next Prolessional

Applications for

Dhaka

Counselling Centre

CA Bhaban (Ground Floor)
100, Kazi Nasrul Islam Avenue
Dhaka-1215

- e e

Chlrtagnng

ICAB, HBFC Hulidmg f’ird Foor)
1/1) Agrabad Com. Area
Chittagong 4100,

The Examination fees of PS(K): Tk, 1,300/- per subject,
maximum of Tk. 8,500/-, PS(A) Tk. 3,000/- per
subject, maximum of Tk. 18,000/-, AS {Integration) Tk.
5,000/-, per subject, maximum of Tk. 12,000/-, and
PE-1II: Tk. 5,000/- shall be paid by cash only in any
branch of Southeast Bank Ltd. (Account No.-0015
111 0000 6409), with the prescribed pay slip supplied
by ICAB with the Application Form.

N I Chowdhu
Secretary-ICAB
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but some buses ran on city
streets. Train and launch ser-
viceswere, however, normal.

Rickshaws dominated the
capital yesterday even though
compared to other hartals
there were more vehicles on
the streets. A large number of
people were seen going to
workin the morning.

The law enforcers resisted
hartal supporters whenever
they tried to bring out any
procession or stage demon-
strations. In front of the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, law enforc-
ers obstructed a procession
brought out by BNP lawmak-
ers in the morning. BNP activ-
ists brought out another pro-
cession on Green Road which
alsofaced policeresistance.

Jamaat-e-Islami, a key
component of the four-party
alliance, tried to bring out a

+*NEWS

procession in Motijheel area
around 10:30am but police
failed it and picked up two
Jamaat men.

QOur Barisal correspon-
dent reports: Police picked
up five people in Barisal from
a procession. Most pickets
made a run for it when police
reached the spot. The pickets
had set fire to tyres on differ-
ent streets of the city.

Police also arrested 20
people in Khulna, Sylhet and
Bograduring the hartal period.

Around 12 mobile courts,
11,000 additional policemen
and 3,000 Rab personnel were
deployed at strategic points in
the capital to deal with pickets.

On Sunday, the govern-
ment raised prices of diesel,
kerosene, petrol and octane
by Tk 5 a litre, and furnace oil
by Tk 8, with effect from

Sundaymidnight. The price of
compressed natural gas
(CNG) was also raised a day
later by Tk 5 per unit with
effect from Monday midnight.
BNP and its allies declared a
12- hour hartal for yesterday
onTuesday protesting this but
they reduced it by an hour
mentioning “unavoidable
circumstances”.

Sources, however, said the
hartal was shortened due to a
cultural programme of a
Pakistani singerand areception
partyatthe Saudi Embassy.

The BNP and its allies had
called for hartals on July 6, 7
and 8 demanding reinstate-
ment of the caretaker govern-
ment system. Their first gen-
eral strike programme was on
June 27,2010, after the present
government assumed power
inJanuary, 2009.
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