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After a house is built

You Cannot Change Everything!

New fares not
fully enforced

Commotion simmers among
passengers, bus operators

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Commuters in the capital yesterday expressed frustra-
tion over the transport fare hike for the second time in

four months.
However, many bus operators refrained from charg-

ing extra fare, fearing backlash from the passengers.
Only a few bus services operating in the capital and on
the inter-district routes charged extra fares yesterday
following the price hike of fuel and compressed natural
gas (CNG).

"We didn't implement the government decision to
hike fare fearing anarchy," said Rafiqul Hossain Kajol,
president of Association of Bus Companies.

He added that theywill keep buses off the streetif there

isanychaos centring the hike.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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BRTC buses in the capital raised fares yesterday but most other buses did not fearing feud with passengers. Bus opera-
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tors, however, demand that the recent hike in fuel prices and the fare increase be withdrawn.
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Ershad worried
over oil, CNG
price hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad yesterday
expressed deep concern
over the sudden hike in
fuel prices, says a press
release.

Terming the govern-
ment decision suicidal,
the Jatiya Party chief, a key
ally of AL led grand alli-
ance, urged the govern-
ment to reconsider its

decision.
“The sudden hike in

fuel and Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) has
provided the opposition
with an issue in its move-
ment against the govern-

ment”, Ershad said.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

EU grants
5m euros as
flood aid

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The European
Commission (EC) has

Inflation to soar on
fuel price hike

Analysts term the decision untimely

allocated 5 million euros
in response to the urgent
humanitarian needs of
Bangladeshis recently
affected by severe mon-
soon floods.

This emergency fund-
ing will provide food

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

MDbD FAZLUR RAHMAN

Local economists and analysts say that
the government's untimely decision to
increase fuel prices would accelerate the
already high inflation and hurt the poor

even more.
Their comments came days after the

government increased prices of imported

fuel and CNG, and reset the transport

fares to shed some subsidy burden.
Former caretaker government adviser
Akbar Ali Khan said the inflation would go
up substantially due to the fuel price hike
as transport costs affect all parts of the
economy.
“Firstly, the prices of goods will go up
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Electrocution
kills two

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two factory workers were
electrocuted to death and
five others injured in the
capital's Kadamtoli last
night.

Harun, one of the
injured, said the accident
happened when they came
into contact with a high
voltage electric cable while
unloading iron pipes from
a truck around 11:30pm.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

Toxic ship told to stay afar

Environment dept to decide its fate after inspection

MoORSHED ALI KHAN

Chinese toxic ship MV Asia Union arrived
in Chittagong early Monday for disman-
tling and has been asked to stay off the
port asitisimported illegally.

Department of Shipping has not issued
any NOC (no objection certificate) in
favour of the ship, said Jobair Ahmed,

director general of the department.
The vessel has to return because its

importer never applied for an NOC prior
to importing as required by the law of the

land, noted the DG. “The initial steps for
importing a scrap vessel are obtaining an
NOC, opening a letter of credit and apply-
ing for an environmental certificate. As
regards Asia Union, nothing has been
done toimportitlegally.”

Formerly known as MV Humber and
MV Cast Otter, Asia Union was detected
with at least “79 deficiencies since 2010”
at different ports. It reportedly possesses
hazardous substances including asbestos,
polychlorinated biphenyl, toxic paints

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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KHALEDA ON POLLS CAMPAIGN
BNP overplayed
JMB arrest

WikiLeaks cable discloses it was
a bid to divert public attention
from graft-accused Koko

STAR REPORT

In the run up to the last parliamentary elections, BNP
attempted to divert attention away from a corruption
scandal involving Khaleda Zia's younger son by decrying
an alleged plot against the party chief, said a recently

leaked US diplomatic cable.
The cable sent to Washington on December 24, 2008,

said hours after BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia had
addressed a campaign rally in Comilla on December 23,
the Rab arrested two operatives of the banned extremist

group Jama'atul Mujahideen and seized crude
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

Suicide attack
kills ex-Atghan

president

AGENCIES

Burhanuddin Rabbani, Afghanistan's former president
tasked with finding a peace deal with the Taliban was
assassinated yesterday in a suicide attack at his Kabul
home, accordingto police.

He was meeting two members of the Taliban at his
home at the time of the blast, officials said. It is unclear if

theywere involved in the attack.
Rabbani, who was president during the chaotic 1992-

96 Afghan civil war, was last year appointed chief of the
High Council for Peace that President Hamid Karzai

tasked with negotiating with the Taliban.
Karzai's brainchild, the High Peace Council was

intended to open a dialogue with the insurgents who
have been trying to bring down his government since the

US-led invasion overthrew their regime in late 2001.
The 68-member council, hand-picked by the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think the latest price
hike of petroleum products
and (NG is justified?

® Yes (31.0%)
w No EEEE (66.4%)
™ No Commentsi (2.6%)

TOTAL VOTES: 449

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you support BNP's hartal
on Thursday?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net _/’I
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