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Trade with Nepal
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high-level meeting between

the two countries scheduled
for next November in Dhaka.

The meeting will finalise
everything related to transit
facilities including fees for
using Chittagong and
Mongla ports by Nepal.

The amount of
Bangladesh's import from
Nepal was Tk 298 crore while
the export was Tk 54 crore in
the fiscal year 2009-10,
according to Bangladesh
Bank statistics.

Nepal is currently
importing fertiliser through
the Rohanpur-Singabad
route on a limited scale, but
the other route between
Birol Railway Station in
Dinajpur and Radhikapur
Railway Station in India
remained suspended since
April 2005 due to deplorable
condition of rail tracks,
railway sources said.

Railway is upgrading the
metre gauge tracks from
Parbatipur to Birol into dual
gauge (both broad and
metre gauge) under a Tk
1,000 crore project to restore

the route by the end of next
year, Railway Division
Secretary Ebadat Ali told The
Daily Star.

Train services on the route
were halted as Bangladesh
had no broad gauge in its
part, though India had the
facility, he added.

Nepal is the first nation
using the port and transit
facilities in line with the joint
communiqué signed by the
prime ministers of
Bangladesh and India in
January 2010. In the
announcement, Bangladesh
agreed to give Nepal and
Bhutan access to Chittagong
and Mongla ports.

The land-locked country
has been using the
Chittagong port since April
this year on an ad hoc basis
to import fertiliser from
Morocco.

After unloading in
Chittagong port, cargo boats
carry the fertiliser to
Noapara Railway Station in
Jessore. Bangladesh Railway
then transports it to
Rohanpur railway station in
Chapainawabganij.

From there, the goods
enter Birganj of Nepal via
Singabad in Malda district of
India.

The government is reha-
bilitating the Rajshahi-
Rohanpur tracks under a Tk
155 crore project, but open-
ing of a full-fledged customs
office is a necessity to boost
trade through this route,
railway sources said.

Trade with Nepal has
become easier after the
signing of the addendum
with India, Commerce
Secretary Ghulam Hossain
observed.

An administrative order is
required to set the modus
operandi of the transit facili-

ties, he noted.
Asked about

Bangladesh's benefit from
the new transit route, the
secretary said Nepal will
gain more as it is a land-
locked country.

“Bangladesh is provid-
ing the facilities as a good-
will gesture to Nepal, which
will enhance bilateral rela-
tions with Kathmandu,” he
mentioned.

Corrupt ministers, nothing to worry
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cabinet, one must come up

with proof that the minister
has been engaged in wrong-
doing. The conclusion
which you then draw is that
absolutely nothing is going
to happen to any minister,
that all ministers will be
there, safe in their jobs, till
the term of the government
comes to an end.

And all those calls over
these past many months
for a reshuffle of the cabi-
net have as good as come to
naught. For any minister to
leave government, for
anyone to suggest that a
minister is corrupt, their
accusers must now come
forth with hard, documen-
tary evidence of their dark
deeds before the prime
minister will consider

asking them to go.
But that is not how

democracy functions. In a
republic, an unhappy citi-
zenry, worried by the per-
ceived wrongdoing of minis-
ters or by their poor perfor-
mance, have all the right in
the world to demand that

they leave or be stripped of
their responsibilities in
order for the administration
to re-inject energy into its
working, for the country to
move on. In more liberal and
patently responsible
democracies, ministers who
stand accused of corrupt
dealings or plain incompe-
tence take it upon them-

selves to resign.
And then there is another

way of showing respect to
popular feeling, which is for
a minister to step down for
sometime and stay away
from power until such time
as when he or she is cleared
(if at all) of the charges
brought against him or her.
And those charges, brought
by a public made weary
through ministerial ill per-
formance or shady dealings,
are to be investigated not by
the public but by the appro-
priate agency of the govern-

ment.
In India, the case against

A Raja was inquired into by
the Criminal Bureau of
Investigation, not by those
who first served up those
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THE FASTEST MOBILE BROADBAND IN BANGLADESH

Dhaka, Delhi
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good, Rizvi told an interna-

tional seminar on Indo-
Bangla relations in the
Senate Building at Dhaka
University yesterday.

“Other governments had
tried to tackle bilateral
issues in an atmosphere of
confrontation and suspi-
cion. But, they did not suc-
ceed,” said the adviser.

Only cooperation, not
confrontation, can resolve
the vexed issues of poverty,
terrorism, migration, border
and environment that char-
acterise the bilateral rela-
tions between the two
nations, he said.

Rizvi said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's visit to India
in January 2010 laid the
foundation of a stronger
Indo-Bangla ties, and Indian

are launched include:

MAXX PLAY MSD7: Engraved with MS Dhoni’s signature,
MAXX RAVE MX182: With powerful battery that lasts for 30 days.

MSB30 : A slider touchscreen phone, with multimedia features
MX2K : A unique combination of BAR phone with a touchscreen.

& & & & & @

oversee sales operations in various global markets.

consecutive month. The models that will be launched in October are:

* MAXX ARC MX148: A Stylish BAR phone with dual torch
* MAXX COMET MX186: A BAR phone with stylish keypad
* MAXX TRANCE MX245

* MAXX RAVE MX190: A BAR phone with dual MMC slot

for MP3/MP4 player

About the MAXX Group:

well as various support services provided to its customers.

About Myone Technology Limited:

& technical team of more than 50 staff hired additionally.

n ﬂ n \ VAV

MOBILES | ACCESSORIES|SERVICE

MAXX MOBILE STRENGTHENS OVERSEAS PRESENCE BY

EXPANDING SALES CHANNELS IN BANGLADESH

On 17th September 2011, Launching MAXX Mobile at Banga Bandhu International Conference
Center and Mumbai, India, anounched the program with a press conference by Mr. Ajjoy Agarwal
the honorable Chairman & Managing director, MAXX Group in a befitting manner. :Maxx mobiles,
one of the largest Indian handset brands, today announced its plan to further strengthen its international
presence by expanding its operations in Bangladesh. As part of this effort ,Maxx initially launches 12 new,

attractive priced handsets aimed at customers across all segments, with a special focus on youth, whether

a Consumer wants a music phone that can be constant musical companion or connect with friends and family
throuhg social networking, Maxx will provide the right phone to best suit various consumer needs !

Myone Technology Limited has been appointed a national distributor for the Bangladeshi market to

manage the marketing and sales of MAXX Mobile’s handsets initially be made available in 23 outlets

Commenting on Entering Bangladesh, Mr.Ajjay Agarwal,Chairman & Managing Director, MAXX
Group said,” The market in Bangladesh is as dynamic as the market in India with a clear demand for good
quality contemporary handsets at a reasonable price.Our “value for money” proposition is,hence,the
absolute right fit for consumers in Bangladesh, Kepping the local essence in mind, we have customized
handsets with Bangla language and keypad. We intend to design more phones in the near future based on
feedback from our Bangla users and We will aim to grab substantial amount of market share™

In Bangladesh, MAXX will provide featured rich handsets from touch screen to QWERTY to BAR,
equipped with multimedia and Social networking features customized to suit the Bangladesh audience. To
help users have noise-free conversations, MAXX will launch its unique noise suppression feature

phone, MX401.Users who prefer to use small handsets can enjoy this with the MAXX TinyMX372.For
women who consider the phone as a style statement, the MAXX VISTA M5502,a feature-rich slider phone
that sports a stylish exterior.For touch phone enthusiasts, the MAXX SCOPE MT150 and MT250 enables a
great touch phone experience at a value for money price. The MAXX GLO MX388 will aim to provide
gamers a phone that can help connect with people but more importantly play on the go.The other models that

MAXX PANDA MX184: An affordable, featured rich BAR phone with Bangla keypad.
MAXX CHROME MX13: A BAR phone with stereo speakers for maximum sound.

Mr. Agarwal added,” apart from Bangladesh, MAXX Mobile is currently present in UAE, Nepal, and Fiji.
We plan to expand our reach to many more countries in near future™ MAXX mobile has appointed
Valentine International, an experienced player in the mobiles phone space, as its international distributor to

All the handsets will be made available with either 2GB or 4GB memory card preloaded
with Indian & Bangladesh music. MAXX Mobiles plans to launch 6 models in the

* MAXX TUNE MX192: Especially designed for music enthusiasts with dedicated keys

* MAXX ZIPPY MT 105: A handset that gives you intuitive touchscreen experience

MAXX Group is a leading provider of India’s new-age mobile phones and accessories, serving a strong
network of customers across the country. MAXX mobiles are indigenously re-engineered with a vision to
revolutionize India’s need to communicate with technologically advanced mobile phones at an affordable
cost. MAXX offers the latest & widest range of wireless products, accessories & after sales services to
customers. A proven & strong customer support network, a comprehensive research, design and
manufacturing strategy, builds MAXX"s position as an emerging leader in the space of mobile telephony &
accessories. The brand “MAXX" has established a distinct identity because of quality products offered as

Myone Technology Limited. is a well reputed & famous group in Bangladesh. They are manufacturer of
home appliance & Electricals goods like Refrigerators, Air conditioners, Television & many other small
home appliances having more than 200 retail showroom & 220 dealers in Bangladesh. Myone Group
have their own manufacturing units as well as they import many items from overseas countries
Mr. M.A Razzak Khan, Chairman of Myone Technology Ltd. & Khan International Company has set up new sales
Corporate office at Chairman Bari, Banani, Dhaka to promote our brand MAXX with new marketing

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh visited Dhaka early
this month to reciprocate
the goodwill.

Foreign Secretary Mijarul
Quayes chaired the seminar
“Bangladesh-India
Relations in the Age of
Globalisation: Post-Prime
Ministerial Summit
Conference”.

Rajeet Mitter, Indian high
commissioner in Dhaka,
Veena Sikri, former Indian
high commissioner to
Bangladesh and Imtiaz
Ahmed, professor of
International Relations at
Dhaka University, also
spoke.

Rizvi said Bangladesh has
taken initiatives to
strengthen ties not only with
India but also with other
neighbours including Nepal,
Bhutan, Myanmar and
China.

“We have to start from
somewhere; then relations
will be built on that in the

future,” said the adviser.
Mijarul Quayes said the

relations between India and
Bangladesh should not be
judged from a single visit;
rather it should be viewed as
a journey.

A visit must not be
assessed by the number of
deals signed, he said.

Rajeet Mitter said some
major developments came
during Manmohan's visit to
Bangladesh, but the media
failed to see those break-

throughs.
“Rail transit has been

allowed between
Bangladesh and Nepal
through India,” said Mitter
terming it one of the major

developments.
He said the summit's

outcome should not be
viewed as a “zero-some
game.”

On the treaty on Teesta
water-sharing, the diplomat
said, “Let me say this is not

the end of everything”.
He hoped that the duty-

free access of 46 garment
products to India would give
Bangladesh a huge boost.
Veena Sikri said people-
to-people relations matter
the most in neighbouring
countries like Bangladesh
and India, but the people
were largely left out of the

process.
Prof Imtiaz Ahmed talked

of introducing “border plus
markets” that will include
movie theatres, educational
institutes and hospitals in
the border areas of the two

countries.
He sees no reason why

Bangladesh, China and
India cannot invest together
for the region's develop-
ment.

Discussions on diplo-
macy, trade, environment,
energy, water, connectivity,
security and other issues will
be held in six sessions at the
two-day seminar. Resource
persons from Bangladesh
and India will deliver
speeches.

reports of the allegations
against him through the
media. Manmohan Singh
made sure that Raja first
resigned. Once that was
done, the CBI took over.
There is absolutely no
instance of the Indian
prime minister suggesting
that evidence be first
brought into the public
domain against Raja before
he could be dismissed from
the cabinet.

In the extremely charged
politics, we happen to be
going through in
Bangladesh today, there is
little question that some-
thing is gravely wrong with
the performance of some of
our ministers. Away in
Hamburg, Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni has been telling
the nation that she would
quit if the people want her
to. And then she adds that
those gunning for her are
people envious of the suc-
cesses of the Foreign Office.
What successes? That our
diplomatic establishment
has stayed almost comatose,
indeed has been forced into
an emasculated state over
the past three years is a real-
ity no one can overlook.

Questions over the per-
formance of the communi-
cations minister and his
ministry are in a constant
state of multiplication. The

prime minister, the minister
in charge and others in the
government have in the past
couple of months informed
us that the past government,
or governments, did little to
improve the condition of
roads and highways across
the country. Maybe they
have a point.

The bigger point, though,
relates to the times between
January 2009 and now. In all
this time, what has this gov-
ernment done to show that
its record has been any
better than that of those it
points the finger at? Let the
facts be clear: all this noise
about roads, all these frantic
activities over road repairs,
all those walking tours by the
communications minister
would not be there if citizens
had not begun to express
their exasperation at the way
their lives were being twisted
into unreality by the pot-
holes, the sliced off stone
and mortar on what used to
be roads. Should these roads
have not been taken care of
by the authorities on their
own? And shouldn't some
heads have rolled by now
over this whole nightmare of
citizens' suffering?

No, it is not for the citi-
zens of this people's repub-
lic to gather evidence of
corruption against the func-
tionaries of the government.

It is for the prime minister, it
should have been for the
prime minister to take
action against non-
performing ministers before
we as citizens began to grum-
ble. It should have been for
the prime minister to reas-
sure us that drivers would
have to undergo and pass
examinations before they
could qualify for licences. It
is the job of the prime minis-
ter to see that ministers do
not become trapped in
conflicts of interest, that
they do not serve in the
government and yet remain
attached to trade unions at
the same time.

The prime minister has
ordered an inquiry into
alleged corruption over the
Padma bridge project. The
thoughtis cheering.

But why did such action
have to come when reports
began to appear overseas
about Canadian investiga-
tions into perceived corrupt
deals related to the project?
After the World Bank dem-
onstrated clear displeasure
and annoyance at every-
thing going wrong over the
planned bridge?

Must we always act when
people abroad begin to
scowlat us and not before?
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