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20-hour Taliban siege

on Kabul ends

At least 25 killed, US plays down attacks importance

BBC ONLINE

A brazen Taliban assault on the Afghan
capital was quelled yesterday after
raging for 19 hours in a hail of rockets,
grenades and suicide blasts that left at
least 25 dead and six foreign troops
wounded.

The US ambassador to
Afghanistan, Ryan Crocker, dismissed
the attack as "harassment” and "not a
very big deal”.

The dead included 11 civilians,
among them children, along with at
least four police and 10 insurgents.

The Nato commander in Kabul, Gen
John Allen, admitted the insurgents
had scored a propaganda victory.

"The attacks beginning yesterday
afternoon were designed to derail
transition... the insurgent attack didn't
succeed, it failed,” he told a news con-
ference in Kabul.

"I'll grant that they did get an 10
[Information Operations] win on this,"

International forces have begun
handing over responsibility for security
to the Afghan authorities in a transition
which is scheduled for completion in
2014.

"This really is not a very big deal,”
said Ambassador Crocker. About six or
seven rockets landed within the
embassy perimeter fence, he said.

"That isn't [the] Tet [offensive],
that's harassment," he went on.

The 1968 Tet offensive was the turn-
ing point in the Vietham war which
eventually led to the pull-out of US
forces.

Tuesday's attack, the most complex
in Kabul to date, comes as US and other
foreign forces begin to withdraw their
troops.

During the attack, at least six gun-
men took over a multi-storey building
overlooking Kabul's heavily protected
diplomatic quarter.

It began at about 13:30 local time on
Tuesday when a car packed with insur-

Abdul Haq Square about 1km (0.6 mile)
from the US embassy.

Witnesses said there were several
large explosions and the insurgents
entered a nearby nine-storey building
under construction.

From there, several militants
opened fire on the embassy complex
with machine guns, rocket-propelled

grenades and possibly a mortar.
In the end, Afghan forces had to

work their way up through the build-
ing, exchanging fire with all the mili-
tants on the floors above until the last
of the gunmen was killed, 20 hours
later.

Suicide bombers were also sent to
other targets in the city. One was head-
ing for the airport when he was killed by
Afghan security forces.

The Taliban said it was behind the
attack, although Afghan officials
blamed the Hagqani network, an
insurgent group linked to the Taliban
and al-Qaeda but which operates inde-
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Afghan security personnel stand alert in front of a building in Kabul yesterday from where Taliban fighters attacked the

he added.

gents was stopped at a checkpoint at

pendently.

most heavily protected part of the Afghan capital on Tuesday.

DELHI BLAST
Two teens arrested

for sending email

AFP, Srinagar

Police in Indian-ruled Kashmir yesterday arrested two teen-
age students suspected of sending an email claiming
responsibility for a bomb blast at New Delhi's High Court
thatleft 13 dead.

The email, which said the Pakistan-based militant group
Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami (HuJI) carried out the September 7
attack, was traced to an Internet cafe in Kishtwar, near the

Kashmiri city of Jammu.
Police, who identified the two students as Abid Hussain

and Sharik Butt, said investigators were unable to confirm
whether the email was agenuine claim ora hoax.

"We have arrested two people suspected of sending the
email,” a police officer told AFE, declining to give his name.
He said the arrests were made a few days ago.

The two, both aged 17 or 18, were tracked down after
questioning of the Internet cafe owners and people using its

computers when the email was sent.
A court remanded the two teenagers in custody for 10

days, the officer said, adding the pair have been charged with
hatching a criminal conspiracy and committing acts preju-
dicial to maintenance of harmony.

They were among seven people detained over the past
week in Kishtwar. Five others have been set free after ques-
tioning.

INDIA POLLS, 2014

WAR CRIMES
Sri Lanka

recalls
diplomat

AFP, Geneva

Sri Lanka on Tuesday
recalled its deputy ambassa-
dor to Germany and
Switzerland, Jaghat Dias, a
former general that rights
groups have accused of war
crimes, Swiss media said.

The Sankt-Galler Zeitung
newspaper and ATS news
agency said the information
was provided by diplomatic
sources, but the missions in
Berlin and Geneva did not
comment.

Two rights groups last
month filed a criminal
complaint with Swiss
authorities against Dias for
alleged war crimes.

Dias is the deputy ambas-
sador at Sri Lanka's embassy
in Berlin, which also handles
diplomatic dealings with
Switzerland and the Vatican.

US will respond to
Myanmar reform

AFP, Yangon

A new US envoy to Myanmar ended his first visit to the coun-
try yesterday by urging "genuine and concrete" reforms by
the army-backed regime and said Washington would
respond "inkind".

Derek Mitchell, who was appointed as the first US coordi-
nator for policy on Myanmar last month, said the Southeast
Asian nation should begin by releasing political prisoners,
ending ethnic conflicts and reaching out to critics.

Mitchell urged Myanmar to "prove the sceptics wrong" as
he prepared to leave the country after a visit that included
talks with ministers of the new nominally-civilian govern-
ment and opposition icon Aung San Suu Kyi.

"I noted that progress on these issues will be essential to
progress in the bilateral relationship, and that if the govern-
ment takes genuine and concrete action, the United States

will respond in kind," he told reporters at Yangon airport.
Mitchell, who was on his first official visit to the country as

part of Washington's strategy of engagement, did not
directly mention the wide ranging sanctions imposed

against Myanmar by the US.
But he said he had discussed American "policy

approaches” with Suu Kyi and her party.

Myanmar's government has recently appeared to be
seeking to improve its image by reaching out to critics such
as Suu Kyi, who last month met President Thein Sein, a for-
mer general, for the first time.

DENGUE OUTBREAK
Schools

forced-shut
in Pakistan

AFP, Lahore

Pakistan's most populous
province shut educational
institutions yesterday in a
bid to control an outbreak of
dengue fever that has killed
at least nine people since
last month, officials said.

Schools, colleges and
universities across the cen-
tral province of Punjab,
where the disease has
affected nearly 5,000 people
s0 far, will remain closed for
10 days for fumigation.

Local media said nearly two
dozen people have died, includ-
ing a senior government offi-
cial, overthe past twomonths.

But officials have con-
firmed nine deaths.

Punjab government
spokesman said on
Wednesday that 4,989 cases
had been reported in the
province so far, of which
4,118 werein Lahore alone.

CORRUPTION ALLEGATION
Strong proof against

Mayawati: CBI

NDTV ONLINE

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) yesterday reiterated that there
is strong documentary and oral
evidence against Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Mayawati in the
disproportionate assets case.

In an affidavit filed in the
Supreme Court, the CBI has said,
"The investigation against
Mayawati is based on cogent evidence available in the form
of documentary evidence, oral evidence and strong circum-
stantial evidence which shows nexus between income of the
relatives and Mayawati, as well as between Mayawati and
'donors’ to her and her relatives.”

The affidavit also says that the CBI be allowed to file a
chargesheet before the CBI court in Lucknow. The Supreme
Court may take up this case tomorrow.

The Uttar Pradesh chief minister had moved the Supreme
Court seeking quashing of the disproportionate assets case
in May 2008. The Supreme Court had stayed the filing of
chargesheet against her by the CBI.

US embassy cables from 2007 to 2009 released by the
WikiLeaks website in recent days describe Mayawalti, 55, as
"a first-rate egomaniac" and corrupted who "is obsessed
with becoming prime minister”.

US predicts Rahu

PTI, Washington

As the debate on potential prime
ministerial contenders for the 2014
elections picks up in India, a US
Congressional report says it might
just turn out to be a direct contest
between controversial Gujarat chief
minister Narendra Modi and

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.
A report on India by the

Congressional Research Service
(CRS), a bipartisan and independent
research wing of the US Congress,
finds Modi a strong prime ministerial
candidate for the opposition BJP in
2014, while at the same time discuss-
ing the prospect of the Congress
putting up Rahul Gandhi for the
position.

However, the report which gives a
detailed account of international
political dimensions of India, does
not clearly state it would be a Modi vs

Gandbhi affairin 2014.
"The 2009 polls may have repre-

sented a coming out party of sorts for
the younger Gandhi, who many

T e

Narendra Modi  Rahul Gandhi

expect to be put forward as Congress’
prime ministerial candidate in
scheduled 2014 elections,” said the
report dated September 1, which was
made public yesterday by the
Federation of American Scientists.

CRS reports are meant for consump-
tion of US lawmakers and are generally
notavailablein the publicdomain.

"Yet this heir-apparent remains
dogged by questions about his abili-
ties to lead the party, given a mixed
record as an election strategist,
uneasy style in public appearances,
and reputation for gaffes," the CRS

1, Modi contest

said.

Party chief and UPA chair, Sonia
Gandbhi is seen to wield considerable
influence over the coalition's policy
making process, it said.

On the BJP's front, on the other
hand, Modi is among the party's
likely candidates for the prime minis-
tership, the report said.

"At present, the BJP president is
Nitin Gadkari, a former
Maharashtran official known for his
avid support of privatisation.
Although still in some disorder in
2011, there are signs that the BJP has
made changes necessary to be a
formidable challenger in scheduled
2014 polls," it said.

"Among the party's likely candi-
dates for the prime ministership in
future elections is Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi, who has over-
seen impressive development suc-
cesses in his state, but who is also
dogged by controversy over his
alleged complicity in lethal anti-

Muslim rioting there in 2002," it said. )

Heamors Hanh Lad.

EBL 1st Mutual Fund

First Janata Bank Mutual Fund

Registered Office: AL-Razi Comple{3rd Flocr], 165-157, Shaheed Syed Nazmul lskam Sarani, Purana Paltan, Dhala 1000, Bangladesh Tel: 9555105, 9555106, 9559722 , Fa B8 02-9513138 email: customer_seniced@racebd.com, website: wwwiraoebd.com

DISTRIBUTION OF DIVIDEND WARRANTS

DISTRIBUTION TIME 9.00 A.M TO 4.00 P.M.

This is to inform the valued unit holders of EBL 1st Mutual Fund, Trust Bank 1st Mutual Fund, IFIC Bank 1st Mutual Fund & First Janata
Bank Mutual Fund that the dividend warrants will be distributed as per atteched sehedule. Unit holders are humbly requested to
collect dividend warrants showing the actual BO setup, Authorisation Letter from EXNERSRGCEXEFNIM as per following schedule:

(Asset Manager : RACE Management PCL)

RACE

RESEI MﬂnﬂEEmEﬂt

Promofting Capital Market Efficiency
Through Financial Innovafions

Fund Name

Dhaka Zila Krira Sanghstha Zilpar, Motijheel, Dhaka.

g

e

EBL 1st Mutual Fund

& meeank  |FIC Bank 1st Mutual Fund

@rrwstgank Trust Bank 1st Mutual Fund

First Janata Bank Mutual Fund

Satarday 17 September 2011

Thursday 22 September 2011

TO

N.B. If the unitholders are failed to collect Dividend Warrants by this time, those will be sent through courier service at unit holders

own risk & responsibility.
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