wins an epic

AP, New York
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Facing two-match points against a
beloved plaver whose name is
already in the history books, Novak
Djokovic clenched his jaw, nodded his head and
[lashed an ever-so-slight glimpse of a smile.

‘I would lie if [ say I didn't think I'm going to
lose,” Djokovic said.

Might as well go down swinging then, right?

He turned violently on a wide, 108 mph serve
from Roger Federer for a cross-court, forehand
winner that barely nicked the line. The fans in
Arthur Ashe Stadium, ready to explode for a
Federer victory, instead found themselves taking
a cue from Djokovic who raised his hands, ask-
ing them to pump up the volume, and give him a
little more love.

About 10 minutes later, those fans were danc-
ing with Djoko as he boogied at Center Court to
celebrate an epic US Open semifinal win one in
which he dug out of a two-set hole, then saved
two match points to beat Federer for the second
straight year.

Top-seeded Djokovic won 6-7 (7), 4-6, 6-3, 6-
2, 7-5 Saturday to improve to 63-2 on the year
and set up a rematch in the final against No. 2
Rafael Nadal, who thrashed No. 4 Andy Murray
6-4,6-2,3-6,6-2 in the second semifinal.

In the first match, Djokovic completed only
his second career comeback from (wo sets
down, while Federer lost a two-set lead for the
second time in less than three months after
going 178-0 lifetime before this vear's
Wimbledon quarterfinals.

[tall turned onone shot.

“The forehand return, I cannot explain to you
because I don't know how it happened,”
Djokovic said. "I read his serve and I was on the
ball and I had to hit it hard, and it got in, luckily
for me.”

Nadal beat Djokovic in the linal last vear, but
Djokovic is 5-0 against the Spaniard this year. All
the meetings have been in tournament finals,
including Wimbledon. On Monday, Nadal must
try to stop the losing streak against a player who
will come into the final on the high of a win he
called definitely the biggest of the year and "one
of the biggest wins of the career under the cir-

cumstances.”

“He's obviously the favourite for the [inal, and
| know I have to do something better than the
other matches to try to change the situation,”
Nadal said.

Djokovic spent much of the first two sets shak-
ing his head, commiserating with the folks in his
plavers box, even folding his hands in mock
prayver. T'hen, he turned things around suddenly
and unexpectedly.

He got an early break in the third to capture
the momentum, and as the match wore on, the
prospect ol Federer grabbing it back, let alone
gelting a match point, seemed bleak.

In the fourth set, Djokovic placed 16 of 20 of

his first serves in and tore off his first 15 service
points to easily push the match to the distance.

The fifth-set end-game started with Djokovic
serving at 3-4 and stringing together an unchar-
acteristically bad game, getting broken at love on
two mishit forehands, a framer of Federer's that
sel up a winner and a double fault on a second
serve that missed the line by about a foot.

After missing a backhand to open his service
game at 5-3, Federer hit three straight serves
Djokovic couldn't get back. That gave him two
maltch points, same as he had last vear against
Djokovic in the semifinals, and the fans were
squarely on his side, as he stood oh-so-close to
making his 24th Grand Slam final and moving a
win away from adding to his record 16 Grand
Slam titles.

But Djokovic isn't putting together one of the
greatest seasons in tennis history for nothing.

And Federer wasn't totally convinced the shot

that turned the match was legit. He said the
Djokovic winner reminded him of shots hit by
players he played as a kid who lall behind, then
start taking huge chances when they feel they
have nothing else to lose.

‘I never played that way,” Federer said. "I
believe in the hard-work's-going-to-pay-off kind
of thing, because early on, mavbe I didn't always
work at my hardest. So for me, this is very hard to
understand how can you play a shot like that on
match point. But, look, maybe he's been doing it
for 20 vears, so for him it was very normal. You've

- SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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WI to arrive on Oct 4

ODI series, it will be one or two one-day
games as the warm-up," he said yesterday.
"West Indies wanted to play two one-
dayers for this series and they have the right
to ask," added Sabbir, begging the question
that why the Tigers couldn't do so during the

&l Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

West Indies will arrive on October 4 for a
month-long tour. They will play two practice
matches, three ODIs, a Twenty20 interna-

tional and two Tests against the Tigers.

The first leg of the tour will be played in
Dhaka where the tourists will take part in two
practice matches and then the Twenty20 on
October 11 before the ODI series begins two
days later at the Sher-e-Bangla National

i .ll : :v g 1.." 1 _|!I-'I.I ._ - I.' s ] P S E
) o T iy ] .
iche e> a a
1 et e e T [ l |.|j|.=.-|-|

'b-'i.:'ﬁ?-l-th, 1.-r|.- f‘?-'-rl‘:li

& "'| e T i W I_.l
_I-_a1'.'- -'\-..E. J-t:.L e T T.?I..\‘ "\ I

x 'i:'.. ;ﬂs:r-i;:- s r«m:.*’ e e et

L L r'.
T -u,-. h kgt J-r'\-" == -""\r A
;:.i.'r:' kG Ly
,-....-h.mw,ﬂ ....-h,_ :.,.- Fapaf TfJE'_:L. -
S i O,
pce s { 1-?: [ .::'.;':?_J:*.—-'. :
2 gl .-\."\:: deif oy B -.g-..'_'"_.'-__-a_.-.-:_
cnar o ;
et L} .-a -...-&I'-.r- -"-E-..-.-._- A --.-.'-'-.-...-‘-hé! |
Ry e -\."' el '--':-. L }}-\.- TN LR gy L :-""‘p'--“'-::l!

_. .-:n'\-'. ,". ':. |5 e T i e .a_w._..-._-'--.".u I
PR m—:;.m'- ‘u q.-,a--s:e- ﬁ%{rh\.i-&“- . : 'hr‘_f"n#- |
I H—i | L _i:- iYL nc

15- -
.--.-L S -=- T *' i

i .
'i"‘"i"":'-'q —'“z{ﬁ"?h-:'- -_'d-'b]'f"—'é""a"l e '-._:5_ ;{ LT R fﬁ,ﬁ{.&_{; |

"!?i' -"1. :-:I_‘—_E-nﬁ_'#"l:;#b“"&ﬁ't }::-_ﬁ-iih— '?4."'-1:-1‘% .';-:.é-‘i-'r-'-'% -':--""
joyit.1

.l
?w.ulix"'r\-t'dl e ff‘ _". '\-|_'i "'-':-'

e

sk
i 15 :-.: S
[+

_i

foacs H'J.'.!-" ‘
'.-..h-l-l-.--\.-l-:"u -._.--.-.J--}; g i -.-\.:-.-'.- -.-.-'"l\_
T i

[ i e e et e S
U _E_‘_“__? :.'!!"h |
ol e el
;'-..: I 1) .L_,: =i [‘ Ve
"'r“"."" Wk

"_-H_“L‘l-, i

—\. '||

r*"‘:"'r'_.:{h-\'. ‘-J‘M- f—"' Lithig
’E

1#
e II

tha

i my skills
R L
y questionable”
ek _31:,;}.*.-%"
il

Zimbabwe series.

Stadium in Mirpur. The third ODI will be held

in Chittagong, which will also host the first

ITINERARY

Test of the two-match series. The tour will

conclude with the second Test back in Dhaka.
The scheduled two warm-up games

raised a few eyebrows but cricket operations
manager Sabbir Khan explained the ICC

ruling in the matter of the practice matches.
"Normally, the rule is for the visiting team

to get a three-day game if their first game on

Oct?

Oct9

Oct11
Oct13
Oct15
Oct18
0ct21-25
0ct29-Nov2

Warm-up match

Warm-up match
OnlyT20Int'l

15t 0DI

2nd 0DI
3rd ODI
First Test
Second Test

tour is a Test match and if it's the start of an

"Obviously we played a Test to start the
tour, and we asked them to extend the ini-
tially scheduled two-day game into a three-
dayer backin February," he informed.

Interestingly, the Twenty20 international
will only be the second in Bangladesh after

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

BCB Cup
to test
captains

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) will test the
waters during the BCB Cup
which begins today, as they
wait on naming the new
national captain.

Chief selector Akram Khan
informed that the board have
decided on Mushfiqur Rahim
as the captain of the national
side (Abdur Razzak his dep-
uty) during the season opener
while Mahmudullah Riyad
will lead Bangladesh A with
Junaed Siddiqui the vice-
captain.

But the former national
captain also made it known
thatitwon't be just Mushfiqur
and Riyad who will captain

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

It's Serena-Samantha final

AFP, New York

e~ Ml Three-time champion
e U Nl Serena Williams stormed
past world number one

Carolie Wozniacki on Saturday to set up
a showdown with Samantha Stosur in
what promises to be an emotional US

Openwomen's final.

Williams, a 13-time Grand Slam
champion, said she was thrilled to
have a chance to represent America
as the country commemorates the
10th anniversary of the September
11, 2001 attacks -- an outrage that
resonates in New York where the Twin
Towers of the World Trade Center
were destroyed.

"Especially with 9-11, it really meant a
lotto me to come outhere asan American
and still be here and still be in the tourna-
ment," Williams said after mauling the
top-seeded Wozniacki 6-2, 6-4.

The final will be preceded by a cere-
mony remembering the victims and

honoring the efforts of rescue workers
in the catastrophe.

"I really wanted to get to the final,"
Williams said. "Everything that New
York and America went through. It's
hard to believe it has been 10 years."

Stosur, the 2010 French Open run-
ner-up, reached the second Grand
Slam final of her career with a 6-3, 2-6,
6-2 victory over unseeded German
Angelique Kerber.

Williams sent Wozniacki packing
from yet another major, her 34 winners,
including 11 aces, never giving the
Dane alook-in.

Despite her world number one
ranking, Wozniacki's best Grand Slam
performance remains her 2009 runner-
up finish to Kim Clijsters at Flushing
Meadows.

Williams, in contrast, will be seeking
a 14th Grand Slam title and her first
sinceWimbledon in 2010.

That victory was followed by a litany
of health problems, starting with a cut

foot that required surgery and includ-

ing blood clotsin her lungs.

"I really feel like I don't have any-
thing to lose," Williams said. "I've
beaten all odds. Six months ago I was in
the hospital.”

The drop in her ranking caused by
her 11-month layoff led to her lowly
seeding here.

Although she had shown she was
ready to challenge with two hardcourt
titles in the build-up to the US Open,
Williams' joy was evident in her spin-
ningleap of celebration.

"It has been such an arduous long
road and I can't believe it, I really
can't," said Williams, who beat Stosur
in the final at Toronto for one of her two
titles this summer.

Stosur at least has the comfort of
knowing she has beaten Williams
twice, including in the quarter-finals
of the French Open last year when
Stosur saved a match point en route to
hervictory.
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